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LETTERS 



OF 



MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 



TO 



SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 



BOOK XI. 
LETTER I. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

Your letter encourages me to hope that you 
find yourself better : I am sure^ at least, I most 
sincerely wish that you may. I entreat you, 
therefore, to consecrate all your cares to that 
end ; and by no means indulge so mistaken a 
suspicion as that I am displeased you are not 
with me. With me you are, in the best sense 
of that expression, if you are taking care of 
your health; which I had much rather you 
should attend, than on myself. For though I 

VOL. III. B 
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always both see and hear you with pleasure; 
that pleasure will be greatly increased, when I 
shall have the satisfaction, at the same time, to 
be assured that you are perfectly well. 

My work is at present suspended \ as I can- 
not make use of my own hand : however, I em- 
ploy myself a good deal in reading. If your 
transcribers should be puzzled with my manu- 
script, I beg you would give them your assist- 
ance ; as, indeed, there is an interlineation re- 
lating to a circumstance in Cato's behaviour 
when he was only four years of age^, that I could 



^ The work to which Cicero alludes was probably a pa- 
negyric upon Cato, which he wrote and published about this 
time, 

« Plutarch mentions several instances in the life of Cato, 
wherein that consummate patriot had given very early indi- 
cations of his resolute and inflexible spirit. But the most 
remarkable, and probably the same which Cicero had cele- 
brated in the passage he is here speaking of, was one that 
happened when Cato was in the house of his uncle, Liviiis 
Drusus, who had taken upon himself the care of his educa- 
tion. At that time the several states of Italy in alliance with 
the republic, were strenuously soliciting the privileges of 
Roman citizens ; and Pompedius Silo, a person of great 
note, who came to Rome in order to prosecute this affair, 
was the guest of Drusus. As Pompedius was one day amu- 
sing himself with the children of the family, " Well, young 
** gentlemen," said he, addressing himself particularly to the 
little Cato and his brother, " I hope you will use your inter- 
" est with your uncle to give his vote in bur favour." The 
latter very readily answered in the affirmative, while Cato 
signified his refusal, by fixing his eyes sternly upon Pompe- 
dius, without saying a single word in reply. Pompedius, 
snatching him up in his arms, ran with him to the window, 
and, in a pretended rage, threatened to throw him out, if he 
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scarce decypher myself. You will continue 
your care, likewise, that the dining-room be in 
proper order for the reception of our guests; 
in which number, I dare say, I may reckon 
Tertia, provided Publius be not invited. 

That strange fellow Demetrius was always, 
I know, the very reverse of his name-sake 
Phalereus ' : but I find he is now grown more 
insufferable than ever, and is degenerated into 
an arrant Bilienus *. I resign the management 
of him, therefore, entirely into your hands ; and 
you will pay your court to him accordingly. 
But, however — d'ye see — and as to that — (to 
present you with a few of his own elegant ex- 
pletives) if you should have any conversation 
with him, let me know, that it may furnish me 
with the subject of a letter, and at the same 

did not immediately yield to his request. But in vain : na- 
ture had not formed the atrocem animum Catonis of a texture 
to be tnenaced out of its purposes. Accordingly Pompedius 
was so struck with that early symptom of an undaunted 
sprit, that he could not forbear saying to some of his friends 
who were present, " How happy will it be for Italy, if this 
** boy should live ! For my part," continued he, " I am 
'^ well persuaded, if he were now a man, we should not be 
" able to procure a single suffrage throughout all Rome.*' 
Flut. in vU» Caton. Uticen, 

* Demetrius, surnamed Phalereus, from Phaleris, a sea- 
port town in Greece, was a celebrated orator, who flourished 
about three centuries before the birth' of Christ. 

* Who this person and Demetrius were is utterly un- 
known : but it is probable that the ridiculous part of their 
characters, to which Cicero here alludes, was that of being 
very dull and inelegant orators. 

B 2 
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time afford me the pleasure of reading so much 
longer an one from yourself. In the mean while 
take care of your health, my dear Tiro, I con- 
jure you ; and be well persuaded that you cannot 
render me a more pleasing service. Farewel. 

LETTER II. 

[A. U. 708.] 
To D0LABELLA^ 

Oh ! that the silence you so kindly regret had 
be^n. occasioned by my own death, rather than 
by the severe loss ^ I have suffered : a loss I 
should be better able to support, if I had you 

1 He was at this time with Caesar in Spain. 

* The death of his daughter Tullia. It appears by a for^ 
mcF letter, that she had lately lain-in at Roinej from whence 
she was probably removed, for the benefit of the air, to her 
father's TuBculan villa, where she seems to have died. This 
letter furnishes a presumptive argument against the opinion 
of those who imagine that Dolabella and Tullia were never 
actually divorced. For, in the first place, notwithstanding it 
appears that there was some distance of time between the ac- 
cident of her death and the present epistle, yet it seems to have 
been the first letter whjch Cicero had written to Dolabella up* 
on the occasion. Now it is altogether improbable, if the mar-> 
riage had subsisted, that Cicero should not have given him 
immediate notice of an event in which, if not from affection, 
> at least from interest, he would have been greatly concerned. 
In the next place, it is equally improbable, supposing there 
had been no divorce, that Cicero should speak of this mis- 
fortuneonly in general and distant terms, as he does through- 
out this whole letter, without so much as mentioning the 
name of Tullia, or intimating even the remotest hint of any 
connexion between her and Dolabella. But the following 
letter will supply a farther and more positive argument 
against the opinion above mentioned. See rem. 4» on th« 
next letter. Ad Att. xii. 45, 4f6. 
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with me : for your judicious counsels, and sin- 
gular affection towards me, would greatly con- 
tribute to alleviate its weight. This good office^ 
indeed, I may yet, perhaps, receive; for, as 
I iinagine we shall soon see you here, you will 
find me still so deeply affected, as to have an op- 
portunity of affording me great assistance : not 
that this affliction has so broken my spirit, as to 
render me unmindful that I am a man, or ap- 
prehensive that I must totally sink under its 
pressure. But all that cheerfulness and viva- 
city of temper, which you once so particularly 
admired, has now, alas ! entirely forsaken me. 
My fortitude and resolution, nevertheless, (if 
tiiese virtues were ever mine,) I still retain; 
and retain them too in the same vigour as 
when you left me. 

As to those battles which, you tell me, you 
have sustained upon my account, I am far less 
solicitous that you should confute my detrac- 
tors ^ than that the world should know (as it 
unquestionably does) that I enjoy a place in 

* The person to whom Cicero alludes, was, in all proba- 
bility, his own nephew, who was at this time in the army 
with Caesarv This young man had taken great liberties with 
his uncle's character, aspersing it upon all occasions, and in 
all companies: in particular, (and what gave Cicero the 
greatest uneasiness,) he attempted to infuse a suspicioa 
among the principal officers of the army, that Cicero was a 
man of dangerous designs, and one against whom Caesar 
ought to be particularly upon his guard. Ad Att, xii. dS. 
xiii, 37. 
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your affection ; and may you still continue to 
render that truth conspicuous. To this request 
I will add another, and entreat you to excuse me 
for not sending you a longer letter. I shorten 
it, not only as imagining we shall soon meet, 
but because my mind is at. present by no means 
sufficiently composed for writing. Farewel. 

LETTER III. 

[A. U. 708.] 

Servius Sulpicius to Cicero. 

I RECEIVED the news of your daughter's 
death, with all the concern it so justly deserves ; 
and, indeed, I cannot but consider it as a mis- 
fortune in 'which I bear an equal share with 
yourself. If I had been near you when this 
fatal accident happened, I should not only have 
mingled my tears with yours, but assisted you 
with all the consolation in my power. I am 
sensible, at the same time, that offices of this 
kind afford, at best, but a wretched relief : for 
as none are qualified to perform them, but those 
who stand near to us by the ties either of blood 
or affection, such persons are generally too 
much afflicted themselves, to be capable of ad- 
ministering comfort to others. Nevertheless, I 
thought proper to suggest a few reflections 
which occurred to me upon this occasion : not 
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as imagining they would be new to you, but 
believing that, in your present discomposure of 
Blind, they might possibly have escaped your at- 
tention. Tell me then, my friend, wherefore do 
you indulge this excess of sorrow ? Reflect, I 
entreat you, in what* manner fortune has dealt 
with every one of us : that she has deprived us of 
what ought to be no less dear than our children, 
and overwhelmed, in one general ruin, our ho- 
nours, our liberties, and our country. And, af- 
ter these losses, is it possible that any other 
should increase our tears ? Is it possible that a 
mind long exercised in calamities so truly severe, 
should not become totally callous and indiffe- 
rent to every event ? But you will tell me, per- 
haps, that your grief arises not so much on your 
own account, as on that of Tullia. Yet, surely, 
you must often, as well as myself, have had oc- 
casion, in these wretched times, to reflect, that 
their condition by no means deserves to be re- 
gretted, whom death has gently removed from 
this unhappy scene. What is there, let me ask, 
in the present circumstances of our country, that 
could have rendered life greatly desirable to your 
daughter ? What pleasing hopes, what agreeable 
views, what rational satisfaction could she possi- 
bly have proposed to herself, from a more ex- 
tended period ? Was it in the prospect of conju- 
gal happiness, in the society of some distinguish- 
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ed youtb^? as if, indeed, you could have found a 
son-in-law, amongst our present set of young 
men, worthy of being entrusted with the care of 
your daughter? Or was it in the expectation of 
being the joyful mother of a flourishing race, who 
might possess their patrimony with indepen^ 
dence, who might gradually rise through the se- 
veral dignities of flie state, and exert the liberty 
to which they were bom in the service and de- 
fence of their friends and country ? But is there 
one amongst all these desirable privileges, of 
which-we were not deprived, before she was in a 
capacity of transmitting them to her descend- 
ants ? Yet, after all, you may still allege, per- 
haps, that the loss of our children is a severe af- 
fliction ; aiid unquestionably it would be so, if it 
were not a much greater to see them live to en- 
dure those indignities which their parents sufifer. 

* This passage seems strongly to. intimate, that the mar- 
riage between Dolabella and Tullia was actually dissolved be* 
ibre her death. It must be acknowledged, however, that a 
very learned and accurate critic is of opinion, that the af- 
firmative side of this question can no more be proved from 
these words of Sulpicius, than it can be inferred from those 
which he immediately adds, an ut ea liberos ex sese pareret^ 
that Tullia died without issue ; which it is well known she 
did not. But there seems to be this difference between the 
two instances ; that, with respect to the latter, Sulpicius 
might very properly put the question he there docs, not- 
withstanding Tullia s having left a son ; for although she had 
«me, she might reasonably indulge the expectation of hav- 
ing more : whereas, with regard to the former, would it not 
have been highly injurious to her character, if Sulpicius had 
argued from a supposition which implied that Tullia enter* 
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I lately fell into a reflection, which, as it af- 
forded great relief to the disquietude of my owti 
heart, it may possibly contribute, likewise, to 
assuage the anguish of yours. In my return out 
of Asia, as I was sailing from ^gina towards Me- 
jgara ^, I amused myself with contemplating the 
circumjacent countries. Behind me lay -fligina, 
before me Megara ; on my rigm I saw Piraeeus *, 
and on my left Corinth ''. These cities, once so 
flourishing and magnificent, now presented no- 
thing to my view but a sad spectacle of deso- 
lation. " Alas," (I said to myself) " shall such 
" a short-lived creature as man complain, when 
" one of his species falls either by the hand of 
" violence, or by the common course of nature ; 
" whilst in this narrow coiftpass, so many great 
^^ and glorious cities, formed for a much longer 
'* duration, thus lie extended in ruins ? Re- 
" member then, oh my heart ! the general lot 
"to whicli man is born, and let that thought 
" suppress thy unreasonable murmurs/' Believe 
me, I found my mind greatly refreshed and com^ 
forted by these reflections. Let me advise you, 
in the same manner, to represent to yourself 

tained thoughts of another husband, whilst her marriage 
with Dolabella was still subsisting ? Vid. Epist, Tun&taU ad 
vir. ernd. Con. Middleton, p. 186. 

* ,^!na,now called Engia, is an island situated in thegulf 

that runs between the Peloponnesus and Attica, to which it 

gives itsname. Megara was a ciiyneartheisthmusof Corinth. 

^ ^ A celebrated sea-port at a small distance from Athens, 

DOW called Port-Don. 

7 A city in the Pelopoonesas. 
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ivhat numbers of our illustrious countrymen 
have lately been cut off at once *, how much the 
strength of the Roman republic is impaired, 
and what dreadful devastation has gone forth 
throughout all its provinces ! And can you, with 
the impression of these greater calamities upon 
your mind, be so immoderately afflicted for the 
loss of a single dividual, a poor, little, tender 
woman ? who, if she had not died at this time, 
must, in a few fleeting years more, have inevi- 
tably undergone that common fate to which she 
was born*. 

Reasonable, however, as these reflections are, 
I would call you from them awhile, in order to 

• In the civil wars. 

8 One of the finest and most elegant of all writers, either 
ancient or modern, has given us some reflections which arose 
in his mind, in walking among the repositories of the dead 
in Westminster- Abbey ; which, as they are not altogether 
foreign to the subject of this letter, the reader, perhaps, will 
indulge me in the pleasure of producing, as a sort of corol- 
laries to the sentiments of Sulpicius. " When I look upon 
*' the tombs of the great," (says the incomparable Addison) 
** every emotion of envy dies within me ; when I read the 
** epitaphs of the beautiful, every inordinate desire goes out ; 
'* when I meet with the grief of parents upon a tomb-stone, 
*' ray heart melts with compassion ; when I see the tomb of 
** the parents themselves, I consider the vanity of grieving 
** for those whom we must quickly follow ; when I see kings 
** lying by those who deposed them ; when I consider rival 
** wits, placed side by side, or the holy men that divided the 
** world with their contests and disputes; I reflect with sor- 
** row and astonishment on the little competitions, factions, 
** and debates of mankind. When I read the several dates 
" of the tombs, of some that died yesterday, and some six 
" hundred years ago, I consider that great day when we 
*' shall all of us be con temporaries, and make our appearance 
<* together." Spect. Vol. i. Numb. 26. 
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lead your thoughts to others more peculiarly 
suitable to your circumstances and character. 
Remember, then, that your daughter lived as 
long as life was worth possessing ; that is, till 
liberty was no more ; that she lived to see you 
in the illustrious office of praetor, consul, and 
augur ; to be married to some of the noblest 
youths in Rome^ ; to be blesseJWith almostevery 
valuable enjoyment; and at length to expire 
with the republic itself. Tell me now, what is 
there in this view of her fate, that could give 
either her or yourself just reason to complam? 
In fine, do not forget that you are Cicero ; the 
wise, the philosophical Cicero, who were wont to 
give advice to others ; nor resemble those unskil- 
ful empirics, who, at the same time that they 
pretend to be furnished with remedies for other 
men's disorders, are altogether incapable of find- 
ing a cure for their own. On the contrary, ap- 
ply to your private use those judicious precepts 
you have administered to the public. Time 
necessarily weakens the strongest impressions of 
sorrow ; but it would be a reproach to your cha- 
racter not to anticipate this its certain effect, by 
the force of your own good sense and judgment. 
If the dead retain any consciousness of what is 
here transacted, yoar daughter's affection, I am 

S To Piso, Crasfiipes, and Dolabella ; of each of whom 
an . account has been occasionally given in the preceding 
observations. 



Ill THE LEfTEttS BOOK %l. 

sure, was such, both to you and to all her rela- 
tions, that she can by no means desire you 
should abandon yourself to this excess of grief. 
Restrain it then, I conjure you, for her sake, 
and for the sake of the rest of your family and 
friends, who lament to see you thus afflicted. 
Restrain it. too, I beseech you, for the sake of 
your country ; tnat whenever the opportunity 
shall serve, it may reap the benefit of your coun- 
sels and" assistance. In short, since such is our 
fortune, that we must necessarily submit to the 
present system of public affairs ; suffer it not to 
be suspected, that it is not so much the death of 
your daughter, as the fate of the republic, and 
the success of our victors, that you deplore. 

But it would be ill-manners to dwell any 
longer upon the subject, as I should seem to 
question the efficacy of your own good sense. 
I will only add, therefore, that as we have often 
seen you bear prosperity in the noblest manner, 
and with the highest applause; shew us, likewise, 
that you are not too sensible of adversity, but 
know how to support it with the same advan- 
tage to your character. In a word, let it not be 
said, that fortitude is the single virtue to which 
my friend is a stranger ^^. 

10 Sulpicius has drawn together, in this admired letter, 
whatever human philosophy has of force to compose the 
pefturhalions of a mind under the disquietude of severe af* 
Mictions. But, it is evident, that all arguments of the sort 



book: XU of CICERO. )3 

As for what coaceras myself, I will send you 
an account of the state of this province^ and 'of 
what is transacting in this part of the world, a^ 
soon as I shall hear that you are sufficiently 
composed to receive^ the information. FareweL 

LETTER IV, 

[A. U. 708.] • 

To Servius Sulpicius, 

I JOIN with you, my dear Sulpicius, in wish- 
ing that you had been in Rome when this most 
severe calamity befell me. I am sensible of the 
advantage I should have received from your 
presence^ and I had almost- said your equal 
participation of my grief, by having found my- 
self somewhat more composed after I had read 
your letter. It furnished me, indeed, with ar- 
guments extremely proper to soothe the anguish 
of aflBiction ; and evidently flowed from a heart 
that sympathized with the sorrows it endea- 
voured to assuage. But, although I could not 
enjoy the benefit of your own good offices in 
person, I had the advantage, however, of your 
son's ; who gave me a proof, by every tender as- 

here produced, tend rather to silence the clamours of sor- 
rowy thsm to soften and subdue its anguish. It is a much 
more exalted philosophy, indeed, that must supply the ef- 
fectual remedies for this purpose ; to which, no other but 
iJMt of Christianity alone, will be found on the trial to b« 
in wiy in^ional degree sufficient. 
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sistance that could be contributed upon %o me-, 
lancholy ah occasion, how much he imagined 
that he was acting agreeably to your senti- 
ments, when he thus discovered the affection 
of his own. More pleasing instances of his 
friendship, I have frequently received ; but 
never any that were more obliging. As to those 
for which I am indebted to yourself, it is not 
only the force of your reasonings, and the very 
considerable share you take in my afflictions, 
that have contributed to compose my mind ; it 
is the deference, likewise, which I always pay 
to the authority of your sentiments. For 
knowing, as I perfectly do, the superior wis- 
dom with which you are enlightened, I should 
be ashamed not to support my distresses in 
the manner you think I ought. I will acknow- 
ledge, nevertheless, that they sometimes almost 
entirely overcome me ; and I am scarce able to 
resist the force of my grief when I reflect, that 
I am destitute of those consolations which at- 
tended others, whose examples I propose to my 
imitation. Thus Quintus Maximus ^ lost a son 
of consular rank, and distinguished by many 

* Quintus Fabius Maximus, so well known for his brave 
and judicious conduct in opposing the progress of Hannibal's 
arms in Italy, was five times advanced to the consular of- 
fice ; the last of which was in the year of Rome 545. At the 
expiration of his fourth consulate, he was succeeded in that 
office by his son, Marcus Fabius, who likewise distinguished 
himself by his military achievements. It does not appear 
when, or by what accident, Marcus died; but his illustrious 
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brave and illustrious actions; Lucius Paulus' 
was deprived of two sons in the space of a sin- 
gle week ; and your relation Gallus ^, together 
with Marcus Cato *, had both of them the un- 
happiness to survive their respective sons, who 
were endowed with the highest abilities and 

father was so much master of his grief upon that occasion, 
as to pronounce a funeral eulogy in honour of his son, be- 
fore a general assembly of the people. Liv. ;cxiv. 43. Plut, 
in vit. Fab. 

* A very few days before Paulus ^milius made his pub- 
lic entry i^^to Rome, in the year 585, on occasion of his vic- 
tory over Perseus, he had the misfortune to lose one of his 
sons; and this calamity was succeeded by another of the 
same kind, which befell him about as many days after his 
triumph. Lav. xlv. 41. 

^ Manutius conjectures, that the person here mentioned 
is Caius Sulpicius Gallus, who was consul in the year 586. 

* The censor. His son was praetor in the year of Rome 
638, and died whilst he was in the administration of that of- 
fice. I cannot forbear transcribing upon this occasion a 
noble passage from Cicero's treatise concerning old age, as 
I find it extremely well translated to my hand, by a late in- 
genious writer (Mr. Hughes, if I mistake not,) in the Specta- 
tor. Our author represents Cato as breaking out into the 
following rapture at the thoughts of his approaching dissolu- 
tion : ** O happy day,'' (says this amiable moralist) " when 
" I shall escape from this crowd, this heap of pollution, 
^* and be admitted to that divine assembly of exalted spirits ! 
" when I shall go— to my Cato, jny son ; than whom a bet- 
** ter man was never born, and whose funeral rites I myself 
'' performed ; whereas, he ought rather to have attended 
** mine. Yet has not his soul deserted me, but seeming to 
** cast a look on me, is gone before to those habitations to 
'' which it was sensible 1 should follow him. And though 
" 1 might appear to have bofne my loss with courage, I was 
" not unaffected with it; but I comforted myself in the as- 
" surance, that it would not be long before we should meet 
" again, and be divorced no more." Pigh, AnnaL ii. 99. 
Plat, in vit. Caton. Cie. dc Senect. 23. Spect. v. 7. No. 537. 
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virtues. Yet these unfortunate parents livecjl 
in tinnies when the honours they derived from 
the republic mighty in some measure, alleviate 
the weight of their domestic misfortunes. But 
as for myself, after having been stripped of 
those dignities you mention, and which I had 
acquired by the most laborious exertion of my 
^ abilities, I had one only consolation remaining ; 
and of that I am now bereaved ! I could no 
longer divert the disquietude of my thoughts, 
by employing myself in the causes of my friends, 
or the business of the state : for I could no 
longer, .with any satisfaction, appear either in 
the forum or the senate. In short, I justly con- 
sidered myself as cut off from the benefit of all 
those alleviating occupations in which fortune 
and industry had qualified me to engage. But I 
considered too, that this was a deprivation which 
I suffered in common with yourself and some 
others : and whilst I was endeavouring to recon- 
cile my mind to a patient endurance of those ills, 
there was one to whose tender ofBces I could 
have recourse, and in the sweetness of whose 
conversation I could discharge all the cares and 
anxiety of my heart. But this last fatal stab to 
my peace, has torn open those wounds which 
seemed in some measure to have been tolerably 
healed. FoY I can now no longer lose my private 
lorrows in the prosperity of the commonwealth ; 



y 
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as I was wont to dispel the uneasiness I suffered 
upon the pubKc account, in the happiness I re- 
ceived at home. Accordingly, I have equally 
banished myself from my house ^, and from the^ 
public ; as finding no relief in either, from the 
calamities I lament in both. It is this, there- 
fore, that heightens my desire of seeing you 
here ; as nothing can afford me a more effec- 
tual consolation than the renewal of our friendly 
intercourse : a happiness which 1 hope, and am 
informed indeed, that I shall shortly enjoy. 
Among the many reasons I have for impatiently 
wishing your arrival, one is, that we may pre- 
viously concert together our scheme of conduct 
in the present conjuncture; which, however, 
must now be entirely accommodated to another's 
will. This person *, it is true, is a man of great 
abilities and generosity ; and one, if I mistake 
not, who is by no means my enemy ; as I am 
sure he is extremely your friend. Nevertheless, 
it requires much consideration, I do not say in 
what manner we shall act with respect to pub- 
lic affairs, but by what methods we may best 
obtain his permission to retire from them. 
Farewel. 

* Cicero, upon the death of his daughter, retired from 
his own house, to one belonging to Attic us, near Rom« : 
from M'hich, perhaps, this letter was written. 

• Csesar. 

TOL. III. C 
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LETTER V. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Lucius Lucceius*. 

ft 

AtL the letters I have received from you upon 
the subject of my late misfortune, were ex- 
tremely acceptable to me, as instances of the 
highest affection and good sense. But the great 
advantage I have derived from them, princi- 
pally results from that animating contempt with 
which you look down upon human affairs, and 
that exemplary fortitude which arms you 
against all the various assaults of fortune. I 
esteem it the most glorious privilege of philo^ 
sophy, to be thus superior to external accidents, 
and to depend for happiness on ourselves alone : 
a sentiment, which, although it was too deeply 
planted in my heart to be totally eradicated, has 
been somewhat weakened, I confesSj^ by the vio- 
lence of those repeated storms to which I have 
been lately exposed. But you have endea- 
voured, and with great success indeed, to restore 
it to all its usual strength and vigour. I can- 
not, therefore, either too often, or too strongly 
assure you, that nothing could give me a 
higher satisfaction than your letter. But, pow- 

^ The same to whom the 20th letter of the first book is 
written. See an account of him in rem. 1. on that epistU. 
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erful as the various arguments of consolation are 
which you have collected for my use, and ele- 
gantly as you have enforced them ; I must ac*- 
knowledge^ that nothing proved more effectual 
than that firmness of mind which I remarked in 
your letters, and which I should esteem ^ the 
utmost reproach not to imitate. But if I imitate, 
I must necessarily excel my guide and instructor 
in this lesson of fortitude ; for I am altogether 
unsupported by the same hopes which I find 
you entertain, that public affairs will improve* 
Those illustrations, indeed, which you draw from 
the gladiatorial combats \ together with the 
whole tendency of your reasoning in general, all 
concur in forbidding me to despair of the com- 
monwealth. It would be nothing extraordi* 
nary, therefore, if you should be nwre com» 
posed than myself, whilst you are in possession 
of these pleasing hopes : the only wonder is^ 
how you can possibly entertain any. Fcwr say, 
my friend, what is there of our constitution 
that is not utterly subverted? Look round the 



^ Manutius supposes, with great probability, that Luc* 
ceius, in the letter to which this is an answer, had endear 
▼oured to persuade Cicero not to despair of better times, 
by reminding him of what sometimes happened at the gla* 
diatorial shows, where it was not unusual to see a combatant 
that seemed almost entirely vanquished, unexpectedly i^-^ 
cover his ground, and gain the day from his antagonist , 

C 2 



to Ifnt, LETTERS BOOK XT. 

republic and tell me, (you who so well under- 
stand rtie nature of our government,) what part 
of it remains unbroken or unimpaired ? Most 
unquestionably there is not one; as I would 
prove in detail, if I imagined my own discern- 
inent was superior to yours, or were capable 
(notwithstanding all your powerful admonitions 
and precepts) to dwell upon so melancholy a 
subject without being extremely affected. But 
I will bear my domestic misfortunes in the man- 
ner you assure me that I ought ; and as to tliose 
of the public, I shall support them, perhaps, 
with 'greater equanimity than even my friend. 
For (to repeat it again) you are not, it seems, 
without some sort of hopes ; whereas, for myself, 
I have absolutely none : and shall, therefore, in 
pursuance of your advice, preserve my spirits 
even in the midst of despair. The pleasing re- 
collection of those actions you recall to my re- 
membrance, and which, indeed, I perforiYied 
chiefly by your encouragement and recommen- 
dation, will greatly contribute to this end. To 
say the truth, I have done every thing for the 
service of my country that I ought, and tnore 
tlian could have been expected from the cou- 
rage and counsels of any man. You will par- 
don me, I hope, for speaking in this advanta- 
geous manner of my own conduct; but, as you 
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advise me to alleviate my present uneasioess by 
a retrospect of my past actions, I will confess, 
that, in thus commemorating them, I fiixd great 
consolation. 

I shall punctually observe your admonitions, 
by calling off my mind as much as possible fron> 
every thing that may disturb its peace, and fixing 
it on those speculations which are at once aa 
ornament to prosperity, and the support of ad- 
versity. For this purpose, I shall endeavour to 
spend as much of my time with you as our 
health and years will mutually permit : and if we 
cannot meet so often as I am sure we both wish, 
we shall always at least seem present to each 
other by a sympathy of hearts, and an union in 
the same philosophical contemplations. Farewel. 

LETTER VI. 

[A. U. 708.] 

LuccEius to Cicero. 

I SHALL rejoice to hear that you are well. As 
to my own health, it is much as usual ; or ra- 
ther, I think, somewhat worse. 

I have frequently called at your door, and am 
much surprised to find that you have not been ip 
Rome since Caesar left it. What is it that so 
strongly draws you from hence ? If any of your 
usual engageipients of the literary kind renders 
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you thus enamoured of solitude, I am so far 
from condemning your retirement, that I think 
of it with pleasure. There is no sort of life, 
indeed, that can be more agreeable, not only in 
times so disturbed as the present, but even in 
those of the most desirable calm and serenity : 
especially to a mind like yours, which may have 
occasion for repose from its public labours, and 
which is always capable of producing something 
that will afford both pleasure to others and ho* 
nour to yourself. But if you have withdrawn 
from the world, in order to give a free vent to 
those tears which you so immoderately indulged 
when you were here ; I shall lament, indeed, 
your grief: but (if you will allow me to speak 
the truth) 1 never can excuse it. For tell me, 
my friend, is it possible that a man of your un- 
common discernment should not perceive what 
is obvious to all mankind ? Is it possible you 
can be ignorant that your perpetual complaints 
can profit nothing, and only serve to increase 
those disquietudes which your good sense re- 
quires you to subdue? But if arguments can- 
not prevail, entreaties perhaps may. Let me 
conjure you then, by all the regard you bear 
me, to dispel this gloom that hangs upon your 
heart ; to return to that society and to those 
occupations which were either common to us 
both, or peculiar to yourself. But though I 
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would fain dissuade you from continuing your 
present way of life, yet I would by no means 
suffer my zeal to be troublesome. In the dif- 
ficulty, therefore, of steering between these two 
inclinations) I will only add my request, that 
you would either comply with my advice, oip 
excuse me for offering it. Farewd. 

LETTER VIL 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Lucius LuccEius. 

Evert part of your last letter glowed witU 
that warinth of fiiendship, which, though it Was 
by no means new to me, I could not but ob^- 
serve with peculiar satisfaction; I would say 
pkasure, if that were not a word to which I have 
now for ever bidden adieu. Not merely, how- 
ever, for the cause you suspect, and for whicb^ 
under the gentlest and most affectionate terms^ 
ydu, in fact, very severely reproach me; but 
because all that ought in reason to assuage the 
anguish of so deep a wound is absolutely no 
itoore. For whither shall I fly for consolation ? 
Id it to the bosom of my friends ? But tell mt 
(for we have generally shared the same com- 
mon amities together) how few of that num- 
ber are remaining? how few that have not pe- 
rished by the sword, or that are^not become 
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Strangely insensible? You will say, perhaps; 
that I might seek my relief in your society: 
and there, indeed, I would willingly seek it. 
The same habitudes and studies, a long inter- 
course of friendship — in short, is there any sort 
of bond, any single circumstance of connexion 
wanting to unite us together? Why then are 
we such strangers to one another ? For my own 
part, I know not: but this I know, that we 
have hitherto seldom met; I do not s^y in 
Rome, where the forum usually brings every 
body together ®, but when we w ere near neigh- 
bours at Tusculum and Puteolae. 

I know not by what ill fate it has happened, 
that, at an age when I might expect to flourish 
in the greatest credit and dignity, I should find 
myself in so wretched a situation as to be 
ashamed that I am still in being. Despoiled, in- 
deed, of every honour and every comfort that 
adorned my public lite or solaced my private, 
what is it that can now afford me any refuge? 
My books, I imagine you will tell me : and to 
these, indeed, I very assiduously apply. For to 
what else can I possibly have recourse? Yeteven 
these seem to exclude me from that peaceful port 

• The forum was a place of general resort for the whole 
city. It was here that the lawyers pleaded their causes, that 
the poets recited their works, and that funeral orations were 
spoken in honour of the dead. It was here, in short, every 
thing was going forward, that could engage the active or 
amuse the idle. Vid. Hor. lib. 1. sat. 4. 74. s^t. 6. 42. 
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which^ 1 fain would reach, and reproach me, as 
it were, for prolonging that life which only in- 
creases my sorrows with my years. Can you 
wonder then that I absent myself from Rome, 
where there is nothing under my own roof to 
afford me any satisfaction, and where I abhor 
both public men and public measures, both the 
forum and the senate ? For this reason it is that 
I wear away my days in a total application to 
literary pursuits: not, indeed, as entertaining 
so vain a hope, that I may find in them a conft- 
plete cure for my misfortunes ; but in order to 
obtain, at least, some little respite from their 
bitter remembrance. 

If those dangers with which we were daily 
menaced, had not formerly prevented both you 
and myself from reflecting with that coolness 
we ought, we should never have been thus se- 
parated. Had that proved to have been the 
case, we should both of us have spared our- 
selves much uneasiness : as I should not have 
indulged so many groundless fears for your 
health, nor you for the consequences of my 
grief. Let us repair then this unlucky mistake 
as well as we may : and as nothing cati be more 
suitable to both of us than the company of 
each other, I purpose to be with you in a few 
days. Farewel. 
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LETTER VIIL 

[A. U. r08.] 

To Marcus Marcellus. 

Notwithstanding that I have nothing 
new to communicate to you, and am in ex* 
pectation of a letter from you very shortly, or 
rather, indeed, of seeing you in person ; yet I 
would not suffer Theophilus to go away, with* 
out sending you a line or two by his hands* 
Lret me entreat you then to return amongst us^^ 
as soon as possible ; and be assured, you are 
impatiently expected, not only by myself and 
the rest of your friends, but by all Rome in 
general. I am sometimes, however, inclined 
to fear, that you will not be extremely forward 
to hasten your journey: and, indeed, if you 
were possessed of no other sense but that of 
seeing, I could easily excuse you if there are 
some persons whom you would choose to avoid. 
But as the diffierence is very inconsiderable be- 
tween hearing and being a spectator of what 
one disapproves ; and as I am persuaded it is 
of great consequence, both in respect to your 
private affairs, as well as upon every other con- 
sideration, that you should expedite your re- 
turn 5 I thought it incumbent upon me to tell 

9 See let. ip. vol. ii. p. 343. 
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you SO. And now, having acquainted you with 
my sentiments, the rest must be left to your 
own determination : but I should be glad to 
know, however, when we may expect you. 
FareweL 

LETTER IX, 

[A. U. 708.] J 

To Tiro. 

Believe tne, my dear Tiro, I am greatly 
anxious for your health : however, if you per- 
severe in the same cautious regimen which you 
have hitherto observed, you will soon, I trust, 
be well. As to my library, I beg you would 
put the books in order, and take a catalogue 
of them, when your physician shall give you 
his consent ; for it is by his directions you must 
now be governed. With respect to the gar- 
dener, I leave you to adjust matters as you 
shall judge proper. 

I think you might come to Rome on the first 
of next month, in order to see the gladiatorial 
combats, and return the following day: but 
let this be entirely as is most agreeable to your 
own inclinations. In the mean time, if you 
have any affection for me, take care of your 
health. Farewel. 
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LETTER X. 

[A. U. 708.] 
SeRVIUS SuLPICIUS to CiCEEO. 

The news I am going to acquaint you with, 
will, I am sure, prove extremely unwelcome : 
yet, as you cannot but, in some measure, be 
prepared for it, by being sensible that every 
man's life is subject to casualties, as well as to 
the general laws of nature ; I thought proper to 
send you a circumstantial account of the un* 
happy accident that has lately happened. 

I arrived at Piraeeus, from Epidaurus^ on , 
the 23d instant; where I continued all that 
day, merely to enjoy the company of my col- 
league Marcellus^ The next day I took my 
leave of him, with an intention of going from 
Athens into Boeotia^, in order to finish the re- 
mainder of my circuit* : and I left him in the 
resolution, as he told me, of sailing to Italy by 
the way of Malea^ The day following, as I 

1 A city in the Peloponnesus, now called Pigraduy situated 
upon the bay of E/igia. 

2 It has already been noted, that Marcollus and Salpicius 
were colleagues in the consular office, A. U. 702. 

8 A district of Greece, under the jurisdiction of Sulpicius, 
governor of that province, 

^ The Roman governors were obliged to visit the principal 
cities of their province, in order to administer justice, and 
settle other affairs relating to their function. 

^ A promontory in the south-east point of the Pelopon- 
nesus, now called cape Malis. 
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was preparing to set out from Athens, his friend 
Posthumius came to me, about four in the 
mornings and informed me Marcellus had been 
stabbed the night before by Magius Cilo, whilst 
they were sitting together after supper^ : that 
he had received two wounds from a dagger, one 
of which was in his breast, and the other under 
his ear ; but that neither of them, he hoped, was 
mortal. He added, that Magius, after having 
committed this barbarous action, immediately 
killed himself; and that Marcellus had dis- 
patched him in order to give me this account, 
and likewise to desire that I would direct my 
physicians'^ to attend him. This I instantly did : 
and followed them myself as soon as it was 
light. But when I had almost reached Piraeeus, 
I met a servant of Acidanus, with a note to ac- 
quaint me that our friend expired a little be- 
fore day-break. Thus did the noble Mar- 
cellus unworthily fall by the hand of a vil- 
lainous assassin : and he whose life his very ene- 
mies had spared in^reverence to his illustrious 



^ The reason which induced Cilo to murder his friend is 
not certainly known. It was suspected by some, at Rome, 
that it was at the secret instigation of Caesar : but the cir- 
Cnmstance of Cilo immediately afterwards killing himself, 
renders that suspicion altogether improbable, and seems to 
determine the motive to some personal, and perhaps sudden 
resentment. Vid. Ad Ait. xiii. 10. 

7 The ancient physicians practised surgery as well as me- 
dicine. 
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virtues, met with an executioner, at last, in Im 
own friend ! However, I proceeded to bis pa* 
vilion, where I found only two of his freed* 
men and a few slaves ; the rest, I was told, bav« 
ing fled in apprehension of the consequences in 
which they might be involved by this murder 
of their master®. I was obliged to place the 
body of Marcellus in the same sedan that 
brought me, and to make my chairmen carry it 
into Athens ; where I paid hioi all the funeral 
honours that city could supply ; which, indeed, 
were not inconsiderable. But I could not pre- 
vail with the Athenians to suffer him to be bu- 
ried within their walls ; a privilege^ they assured 
me, which their religious ordinances would by 
no means admit. They granted n>e, however, 
what was the next honour, and which they had 
never permitted to any stranger before; they 
allowed me to deposit his ashes in any of the 
Gymnasia I should think proper. Accordingly, 
I fixed upon a spot belonging to the Acade- 
my^; one of the noblest colleges in the whole* 

8 Manutius remarks, that, by the Roman law, where a man 
was murdered in his own house, his slaves were punishable 
with death. Vid. Tacit. Aniial. xiv. 42. 

9 "This celebrated place took its name from one Acade<« 
" mus, an ancient hero^ who possessed it in the time oi the * 
'^ Tyndaridae. But, famous as it was, it was purchased after* 
" wards for about 100/. and dedicated to the public for the 
" convenience of walks and exercises for the citizens of 
*' Athens, and was gradually improved by the rich^ who had 
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world. la this place I caused a funeral pile to 
be erected; and afterwards persuaded the 
Athenians to raise a tparble monument to his 
memory, at the public expence. Thus have I 
paid to my relation and colleague, both during 
his life and after his death, every friendly office 
he had a right to expect from me. Farevvel. 

Athens, May 31. 

LETTER XL 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

I IMPATIENTLY expcct a letter from you, upon 
affairs of many and various kinds : but it is with 
much greater impatience, however, that 1 ex- 
pect yourself. In the mean time, endeavour to 
gain Demetrius over to my interest, and to ob- 
tain whatever other advantage you shall lie 
able. I know your care is not wanting to re^ 
cover the money which is owing to me from 
Aufidius : but I beg you would be as expedi- 
tious in that matter as possible. If it is upon 
that account you delay your return, I admit 
it to be a good reason: if not, fly hither, I 

" received benefit or pleasure from it, with plantations of 
** groves, stately porticos, and commodious apartments, for 
** the professors of the academic school.'' MidtUeion's lif^ i^" 
Cic. ill. 325. 
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charge you, with the utmost speed. To re- 
peat it once more : I expect a letter fro to yo» 
with great impatience. Farewel. 

LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 708J 
VaTINIUs' to CiCEKO. 

If you have not renounced your usual custom 
of defending the cause of your friends, an old 
client of yours desires to engage you as his ad- 
vocate : and, as you formerly protected him io 
his humiliation^, I dare say you will not now 
abandon him in his glory. Whose aid, indeed^ 
can I so properly invoke upon the occasion of 
my victories, as that generous friend's, who first 
taught me how to vanquish^? Can I doubt, that he 
who had the courage to withstand a combination 

1 I have already had occasion to give an account of tbe 
character of Vatiiiius, in rem. 5. p. l6'0, vol. i. He was at 
this time, by the appointment of Caesar, governor of Illyricum; 
which comprehended part of Austria, Hungary, Sclavonia^ 
Bosnia, and Dalmatia. He was sent thither with a consi- 
derable army, to reduce the people of that province to obe- 
dience ; and having obtained some success, he wrote the pre- 
sent letter to Cicero, in order to engage him to support his 
pretensions to the honour of a public thanksgiving. ^ Pigh* 
Annul, ii. 454. 

2 When Cicero, much to his dishonour, defenlled Vati- 
nius against the impeachment of Licinius Calvus. See vol. i. 
p. 189. 

^ Alluding to his having, by the assistance of Cicero's elo- 
quence, vanquished his adversaries in the prosecution men- 
tioned in the preceding note. 
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of the mdst powerful men in Rome, who had 
conspired my ruin, will not beabletobeatdown^ 
the envious arid malignant efforts of a little con- 
temptible party, that may endeavour to oppose 
my honours? If I still, then, retain the share I 
once enjoyed of your friendship, take me, I en- 
treat you, wholly under your protection, as one 
whose dignities it is inctimb'ent upon you both 
to support and advance. You are sensible that 
I have mimy enemies, whose malevolence I have 
io DO .sort] deserved ; but what avails innocence 
agaio3tiSO unaccountable a fate? If these, there^ 
f(Mr€, should any of them attempt to obstruct the 
hfojiours I am soliciting, I conjure you to exert' 
your geoierous offices^ as u^rual, in defence of 
your labsent friend. la the m^a time, you will 
fMA4; at. the bottom of this letter, a. copy of the 
ditpatcbes I send by; this express to j the senate, 
concertiing the success of my arhas.: ' : b ■ 

s Sleiog ififprmed that the slave whom you ehi«' 
ploy as jour reader had. eloped from.. you into: 
tbe^ counbty: of the Yardcbi^, I have caused dili'- 
g0nt: selircbuto be made aft^r him, although I. 
did nf^t deceive yoiir coin madds for that pur-- 
posted i;> I doubt, not of.jrecoYerifig ^him^ unless^ 
he sfaeaM « take refuge in Dsdmada^ ; and e vea Jn 

6 Dalmatia made part of the province of Illyricum, bat 
it was noty <^ UiW time, entirety subdti^d to tbe Roman go- 
vernment* 

VOL. III. D 
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thiit case, I do not entirely despair. Farewel, 
and ooQtinue to. love me* ^ 

Vrofn the camp t^ Narona ^^ July tbq 1 U^. 

LETTER XIIL 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

Yoa are not mistaken in supposing me desr- 
rottsofyour company; but, indeed, i- am ex- 
tremely apprehensive of your venturing- upon 
so long a journey. Tlie abstinence you have- 
been, obliged to' observe, the evacuations you 
have undergone, together with the- violence- of ' 
your distemper itself^ liave too much -impaired' 
your strength for so great a£uigud{< aridattjr 
negligence, after disot ders so severe as yours^ i» 
generally attended with consequences of ttie 
most dangerous: kind. ¥oa cannotireacH Cuma 
in. less than two days ; and it udtl cost you fire 
moce to complete your eicpeditbn. But X pur^, 
pqse^to be with you at Fbrmia, to wards the end ^ 
of tl^ mont[i: andi I hope^ my dearTiro^ it 
will not> be your fault ^ if I should not^ hal^ . tfae^ 
gatb&ctiQh< of findings you perfectty rrebo&^eredi^ ; 
My studies lainguiak for M^ant of yoiiri assists 
ance: however, UMUjlett^ you s^nl.byiAcastus 

of Vatiniu8'» government. 
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has somewhat enlivened them. Pompeius is 
now here, and presses me much to fead to him 
some of my compositions; but I jocdsely, 
though at the same time truly assure him, that' 
all my Muses are silent in your absence. I 
hopis, therefore, you will prepare to attend them 
with your usual good offices. You may depend 
upon mine in the article and at the time I pro- 
mised : for, as I taught you the etymology of 
the word ^des, be assured I shall act up to its 
fall import Take care, I charge you, to re* 
establish your health : mine is perfectly welL 
Adieu. 

LETTER XIV. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Varro. 

To importune the execution of a promise, » 
iP sort of ill-manners, of which the populace 
themselves, unless they are particularly insti* 
^ted for that purpose, are seldom guilty''. I, 
cannot, however, forbear, I will not say to de- 
diand^ but to remind you of a favour, which 
you long since gave me reason to expect. To 

^This alludes to those promises of public shows, which 
were frequently made to the people by the magistrates, and 
others who afiFected popularity ; some particular instances 
of which haY« been occasionally produced in the course 
of the preceding remarks. 

D 8 
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this end, I have sent you four ad monitors ^ ; 
but admonitbrs, perhaps, whom you will not 
look upon as extremely modest. They are cer^ 
tain philosophers, whom I have chosen froai 
among the disciples of the later Academy ^ ; and 
confidence^ you know, is the characteristic of 
this sect\ I am apprehensive, therefore, that 
you may consider them as so many importuna^ 
duns ; when my meaning only is, that ; tbc^i 
should present themselves before you as mode^l;- 
petitioners. But to drop my metaphor : I b^M^ 
long denied myself the satisfaction of addreas*. 
ing to you some of my works, in expectati^A 
of receiving a compliment of the same kind 
from yourself. 1 waited, therefore, in order to 
make you a return, as nearly as possible, of the 
same nature. But, as I am willing to impute 
your delaying this favour to the desire of ren- 
dering it so much the more perfect, I could no 
longer refrain from telling the world, in the 

9 These were dialogues entitled Academca; which appear 
from hence to have originally consisted of four books^ 
though there is only part of one now remaining. 

9 The followers of the Academic philosophy were divided 
into two sects, called the old and the new. The founder of 
the former was Plato; of the latter, Arcesilas. Theprinci-' 
pal dispute between them, seems to have related to the de^ 
gree of evidence upon which human knowledge is founded ; 
the earlier Academics maintaining that some proposiciont 
were certain ; the latter, that none were more than proba* 
ble. Y'ld. Academ. I, passim. 

1 Alluding to their practice of questioning all opinions^ . 
and assenting to none. 
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best manner I was able, that we are united both 
in our affections and in our studies. With this 
view, I have drawn up a dialogue which I sup- 
pose to have passed between you and myself, in 
conjunction with Atticus, and have laid the 
scene in your Cuman villa. The part I have as- 
signed to you, is to defend, (what, if I mistake 
not, you approve,) the sentiments of Antiochus*, 
as I have chosen myself to maintain the princi- 
ples of Philo^. You will wonder to find, perhaps, 
in the perusal of this piece, that I have repre- 
sented a conversation, which, in truth, we never 
had ; but you must remember the privilege which 
dialogue writers have always assumed. 

And now, my dear Varro, let me hope that 
we shall hereafter enjoy together many of these 
philosophical conversations. If we have too long 
neglected them, the public occupations in which 
we were engaged, must be our apology ; but the 
time is now arrived when we have no such ex- 

/* A philosopher at Athens, whose lectures Varro had 
formerly attended. He maintained the doctrines of the old 
Academy. Cic. Academ. 1. 3. 

s A Greek philosopher, who professed the sceptical prin- 
ciples of the new Academy. Antiochus, mentioned in the 
preceding, note, had been bred up under him, though he af- 
terwards became a concert to the opposite sect Cicero 
took the sceptical part in this dialogue, not as being agree- 
able to his own sentiments, but in order to pay Varro the 
greater compliment of maintaining the more rational opi- 
mon. Acadtnu ubi sup. Ad Jit xiii* 19 * 
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cuse to plead. May we, then, exercise these 
speculations together, under a fixed and peace* 
able government at least, if not under one of 
the most eligible kind ! Though, indeed, if that 
were to prove the case, far other employmento 
would .engage our honourable labours. But, 
a^ affairs are at present situated, what is there 
else that can render life desirable ? For my owfli 
part, it is with difficulty I endure it, even with 
all the advantages of their powerful assistance ; 
but, without them, it would be utterly insiip* 
portable. But we shall talk farther and friAr 
quently upon this subject when we meet : in tinii 
mean time, I give you joy of the m^^ habitatioii 
you liave purchased, and highly approve ofypur 
rempyal. Farewel, 

LETTER XV, 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

^HY should you not direct youf letters to 
me with the familiar superscription which one 
friend generally uses to another? However, 
if you ^ve unwilling to hazp^rd the epyy wbicb 
this privilege may draw upon you, be it as ypu 
think proper : though, for my own part, it is m 
maxim which f have geoerally pursue^ witib 
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respfect td myself, to treat ertvy with the utmost 
disregard. 

I ite^dfce that y^n found so much benefit by 
your Budorific : and should the air of Tusculuii 
be attended with the sailie happy effect, how 
tl^Ditely %vill it indrea^ tny ibndAies^ for thUt 
favourite scene! If you love me, then, (and 
if y&o dd not, you iare undoubtedly the most 
Mtce$i3ft]l <Df all disseihbiers,) consecrate your 
whote tiiHi^ to the care of your health ; which 
bithertOj indeed, your assiduous attendance 
Qj^ti my^lf has but too ihuch prevented. 
YtnSi well know the rules which it is necessal^ 
yoU nh^id observe for this purpose; and I need 
fiolt tell you that your diet dhould be light, and 
y(nir exercised moderate ; that you should keep 
jf^ur body open, tind your mind amused. Be 
it your care, in short, to return to me perfectly 
fWoVered ; and I ^hall ever afterwards not bnly 
lote yoo^ but Tui^euluni sb nluch the nlit>re ai*- 

I widb you eould prevail ^itbyOdr neighbour 
to take my garden, as it will be the most effec- 
tual means of vexing that rascal Helico. Thi 
fellow, although he paid a thoui^and sesterces ^ 
for the rent of a piece of cold barren ground^ 
that had not so much as a wall or a shed upon 

^ About SL of our money. 
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it, or was supplied with a single drop of water, 
has yet the assurance to laugh at the price I 
require for mine, notwithstanding all the money 
I have laid out upon improvements. But let 
it be your business to spirit the man into our 
terms ; as it shall be mine to make the same art- 
.ful attack upon Otho. 

Let me know what you have done with re- 
spect to the fountain; though, possibly, this 
wet season may now have over-supplied it. with 
water. If the weather should prove fair, I itfill 
.send the dial, together with the books you de- 
sire. But how happened it that you took none 
with you ? Was it that you were employed in 
some poetical composition upon the model of 
your admired Sophocles ? If so, I hope you 
will soon oblige the world with your perform- 
ance. 

Ligurius, Caesar's great favourite, is dead. 
He was a very worthy man, and much my 
friend. Let me know when I may expect you ; 
in the mean time be careful of your health. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 708.1 

To QuiNTus Valerius ORCA^ 

I HAVE the strongest attachment to the citi- 
zens of Volatenrae*, as a body of men, who, 
having received great obligations from me, have 
abundantly returned them. Their good offices, 
indeed, have never been wanting in any season 
of my life, whether of adversity or prosperity. 
But were I entirely void of all personal con- 
nexions with this community, I should, never- 
theless, merely from my great aflfection to- 
wards yourself, and in return to that which I 
am sensible you equally bear for me, most ear- 
nestly recommend them to your protection; 
especially as they have, in some sort, a more 
than common claim to your justice. For, m 
the first place, the gods themselves seem to 
have interposed in their behalf, when they so 
wonderfully escaped from the persecutions of 

^ He was praetor in the year of Rome 6^7 y and at the ex- 
piration of his office obtained the government of Africa. — 
Upon the breaking out of the civil wafT, he took possession of 
Sardinia, in the name of Caesar; by whom he was at this time 
appointed one of the commissioners for dividing those estates, 
with which he proposed, upon his return from Spain, to re- 
ward the valour and fidelity of his soldiers, l^igh. Afmdt. 
ii« 384. 

' A city in Tuscany. 
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Sylla*: and, in the next, the whole body of the 
Roman people expressed the warmest concern 
for their interest, when I stood forth as their 
advocate in my consulship. For, when the 
tribunes were endeavouring to carry a most 
kiiquitous^law for the distribution of the lands 
belonging to this city, I found it extremely 
easy to persuade the republic to favour the 

^ 

rights of a community which fortune had so 
remarkably protected. And as Gcesar, in the 
Agrarian law which he procured during his 
first consulate ^ shewed his approbation of the 
services I had thus performed for them, by ex* 
pressly exempting their lands from all future 
impositions; I cannot suppose that he, who is 
perpetually displaying new instances of his ge^ 
nerosity, should intend to resume those which 
his former bounty has bestowed. As you have 
followed, then, his party and his power with so 
muth honour to yourself; it should seem agree>- 
able to your usual prudence, to follow him 
Jiikewise in this instance of his generosity, or 
certainly, at least, to leave this matter entirely 
to his own decision. One thing I am sure you 

* They held out a siege of two years against the trod^ 
«f Sylla, who in vain endeavoured to compel thc^m to submit 
to his edict for the confiscation of their lands. QaatHer. 

• The law alluded to seems to have been a branch of that 
proposed by Rullus ; an account of which has been giveii in 
these remarks. See rem. 13. p. l6$. vol. h 
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OMi by Dp means doubt ; and that is, whether 
you should wish to fix so worthy and so illus- 
trious a corporation in your interest^ who ate 
distinguished for their inviolable adherence to 
their friends. Thus far I have endeavoured to 
persuade you to take these people under your 
protection, for your own sake : but, that you 
may not imagine I bare no other plea to urge in 
their favour, I will now request it also for mine. 
You cannot, in truth, confer upon mq a more 
acceptable service, than by proving yourself the 
friend and guardian of their interests. I recom* 
mend, therefore, to your justice and humanity 
the possessions of a city which have been hither- 
to preserved by the peculiar providence of the 
gods, as well as by the particular favour of the 
most distinguished personages in the w hole Ro- 
man commonwealth. If it were in my power 
as eflFectually to serve those who place them- 
selves under my patronage, as it once was; 
there is no good office I would not exert, there 
is no opposition I would not encounter, in or- 
der to assist the Volaterranians. But I flatter 
myself I have still the same interest with you, 
that I formerly enjoyed with the world in ge- 
neral. Let me entreat you, then, by all the 
powerful ties of our friendship, to give these 
citizens reason to look upon it as a providential 
circum$||m(e^ that th^ person wbp is appointed 
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to execute this commission, happens to be one 
with whom their constant patron has the great* 
est influence. Farewel. 



LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Left A. 

I AM glad that Macula has acted agreeably to 
the good offices I have a right to expect from 
him, by offering me the use of his house. . I 
always thought the man's Falernian^ was well 
enough for road-wine, and only doubted whe- 
ther he had sufficient room to receive my reti- 
nue : besides, there is something in the situa- 
tion of his villa that does not displease me.-— 
However, I do not give up my desi^ upon 
Petriiium'^. But it has too many charms to be 
used only as an occasional lodging ; its beauties 
deserve a much longer stay. 

Balbus is confined with a very severe fit of the 
gout, and does not admit any visitors ; so that 
I have not been able to see him since you left 
Rome. However, I have talked with Oppius 
concerning your request to be appomted one of 

^ This was a favourite wine among the Romans, which 
took its name from Falernus, a little hill in Campania, where 
the grape was produced* 

7 A town in Campania, where Lepta had a villa. 
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the managers of Caesar's games •. But, in my 
opinion, it would be most adviseable not to un- 
dertake this trouble ; as you will by no means 
find it subservient to the point you have in 
. view : for Caesar is surrounded with such a mul- 
titude of pretenders to his friendship, that he is 
more likely to lessen, than increase, the num- 
ber ; especially where a man has no higher ser- 
vice to recommend him, than what arises from 
little offices of this kind; a circumstance, too, 
which-^C^&sar, possibly, may never be acquaint- 
ed with. But if he should, he would look upon 
tnmself rather as having conferred, than re- 
ceived, a favour. Nevertheless, I will try if 
this affair can be managed in such a manner as 
to give you any reasonable hope that it will 
answer your purpose; otherwise, I think, you 
should be so far from desiring the employment, 
that you ought by all means to avoid it. 

I believe I shall stay some time at Astura^, 
as I purpose to wait there the arrival of Cte- 
sar \ Farewel. 

9 These were games which Csesar proposed to exhibit iit 
the several quarters of Rome, upon his return from Spain, ia 
honour of his tictory over the sons of Pompey. Suet, in vit 
Jul. 

^ A town in the Campagna di Roma, situated near the- 
sea-coast, between Civita Vecchia and Monte Circello, 
where.Cicero had a villa. It was about two years after the- 
date of this letter, that Cicero was murdered near this villa, 
by the order of Antony. 

1 FromSp^iD. 
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LETTER XVllI- 

[A. U;708.] 

To QuiNTus Valerius Orca'. 

I AM not displeased to find that the world is- 
apprised of the friendship which subsists be* 
t ween us. But it is not, you may well inaagine, 
from any vain ostentation of this kind, that I 
interrupt you in the honourable diM:harge of 
that troublesome and important commissioQ 
which Cffisar has intrusted to your care* On 
the contrary, notwittistanding that the share I 
enjoy in your affection is so generally known,, 
as to occasion many applications to me; yet I' 
would not be tempted, by any popular ma* 
tives, to break in upon you in the execution 
of your office. However, I could not refuser, 
the solicitations of Curtius, as he is one with 
whom I have been intimately connected from 
his earliest youth. I took a very considerable 
part in the misfortunes he suffered from the un^ 
just persecution of Sylla : and when it seemed 
agreeable to the general sense of the people, that< 
my friend, together with the rest of those whcr^ 
la conjunction with himself, had been deprived 
both of their fortunes and their country, should 



^ S«e rem. 9. on let. l6. of this 
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be restored, at least, to the latter; I assisted 
him, fchr that purpose, to the utmost of my 
power. Upon his return, he invested all that 
remained to him from this general wreck of his 
substance, in the purchase of an estate at Vo- 
laterne ; of which^ if he should be dispossessed, 
I know not how he will support the senatorial 
rank to which Caesar has lately advanced him. 
It would be an extreme hardship^ indeed, if he 
should sink in wealth, as he rises in honours : 
and it seems altogether inconsistent, that he 
should lose his estate in consequence of Csesar's 
general order for the distribution of these lands 
in question ; at the same time that, by his par- 
ticular favour, he has gained a seat in the se- 
-Tiate. But I will not allege all that I well 
might, for the equity of my friend's cause; lest, 
by enlarging on the justice, I should seem to 
derogate from the favour of your compliance 
with my request. I most earnestly conjure 
you, then, to consider this affair of Curtius as 
my own ; to protect his interest as you would 
mipe in the same circumstances ; and to be as- 
sured, that whatever services you shall thus 
confer upon my friend, I shall esteem as a per- 
sonal obligation to myself. Farewel. 



^.i£: 
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LETTER XIX. 

[A. U. 708,] 

To Fabius Gallus*, 

Instances of your friendship are perpetjually 
meeting me wherever I turn; and I have lately, 
in particular, had occasion to experience them 
in regard to my affair with Tigellius ^. I per-, 
ceive by your letter, that it has occasioned you 
n^uch concern; and I am greatly oblige^ by. 
this proof of your affection. But let me give 
you a short history how the case stands. It 
w^as Cipius^ I think, that formerly said ^' lom 
" not asleep ^for every nutn * ;" neither am T, 
my doar Gallus, so meanly complaisant as to 
be the humble servant of every minion. The 
truth of it is, I am the humble serrant of 
none; and am so far from being under the 
necessity of submitting; to any servile com- 
plianccs, in order to preserve my friendship 

^ Thui k iK^ $aii>c porson to ^ hem il\c l \ ui u tier of the 

^ *ri|S^Uuu Witt an ^xtm^-ai^int ^ii^baiuch<&r« ik^vX by Int 
p)c«Minti^\ lii$ $k)U in music^ his a^irtvAbic \\m<x\ togcLber 

trtHmdv u>^niiK><i him«4f ^-irh 0«4qirs 

*ftATC ^ix^mKIn ««wjvK\\''^4. Rut * !^U v<» *N>im;ni vjTo i^r nvm 
ii^t^<*m «^^"* <^Btc«vA rti*J >jr*>»vi upon ikr t*tKi; \ " SirrsLh,'* 
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with Caesar's favourites ; that there is not one of 
them, except this Tigellius, who does not treat 
me with greater marks of respect than I ever 
received, even when I was thought to enjoy the 
highest popularity and power. But I think 
myself extremely fortunate in being upon ill 
terms with a man who is more corrupted than 
his own native air ^, and whose character is no- 
toriouSy I suppose, to the whole world, by the 
poignant verses of the satiric Calvus^. But to 
let you see upcm what slight grounds he has 
taken offence : I had prombed, you must know, 
to plead the cause of his grandfather Phameas ; 
which I undertook, however, .merely in friend- 
ship to the man himself. Accordingly Pha- 
mea3 called upon me, in order to tell me that 
the judge had fixed a day for his trial : which 
happened to be the very same on which I was 
obliged to attend as advocate for Sextius. I 
acquainted him, therefore, that I could not pos- 
sibly give him my assistance at the time he men- 
tioned ; but that if any other iiad been ap- 
pointedy I most assuredly would not have failed. 

^ Tigellius was a native of Sardinia : an island noted for 
its noxious air. See rem. 8. p. 246. vol. ii. 

^ Fate seems to have decreed that Tigellius should not 
want a poet to deliver his character down to posterity : for 
although the verses of Calvus are lost, those of Horace re- 
main, in which Tigellius is delineated with all those inimi- 
table strokes of ridicule which distinguish the masterly hand 
of that polite satirist. Vid. Hor.satir. lib. 1. gat. 2 4* 3. 

VOL. lil. E 



5^) THii; ibftTT«fvs 4QO|( m^ 

l;h*t »WW?d IP ip(9aJk in^i£^UoA. Ab4 i^W| 

I feeg jQu. woulct sep^ «ie y<?4« Catp% i^lmb 
cfef4 ?ow^ F§ft^ctioa MppE^ MS 1Mb, %t :( baivi) 

W^ y«t **W?y«d tb%t. plw?iMy§. Faf^wcjJ, 

7 Xbe literal interpretation of this proverb is, You haoi 
Sarditutms ta ielf, €uch a greaier rogm tkati thi.vtken; Ixnit m 
fi)ior]^r tiM:a. has b^c^t) adopted ia tbe traj^Utipn,,ia qrc^f I9 
bring it nearer to the conciseness of the proverbial style. 
This proverb took its Fiae (as ManutuiA obsoi^sts) kouk Um 
gre^t ouoiji^ec of S^rdJ.Qian slaves with wbiql^ the m%r^^t| 
of Italy were overstocked, upon the reduction of that island 
by Tiioa Semproaius. Oxaecbusi in ikf^ yiwr Qf Hqw% 5)9* 

8 Xl^cba;nK:^^of.C^t^ vviV^at this tiu^e, th^ ^ahic»\%M9 
topic of declamation at Borne : and every man that pretend- 
ed to genius and eloquence, ftirnished tbe p^iblic wi^ai|. in* 
Vi^ti^te Qij p4P«j;y.ric Uipon tfta^t iUusjtrious Rpnjiuxjj 2^ pwtj 
or patriotism directed his pen. In this respect, as well ai 
iRi all olb«rs, CatoV reputation soenvs^ to hav« been aUoodt 
e(4 witJi ev^ry advaQte^ei tih^t ajiy man who 19 a^bitipuji 
of a good name can desire ; for the next honour to being 
i\|ipj^ude4,bjrtb^wprtl|jrQi|;tq be abused by tha wortJ^Uss. 
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LETTER X2L 

[A. U. 708.] 
To CLUV1US^ 

iv thb visit which, agreeably to our friend' 
ibip aiid thaft great respect with which you aU 
ways treat me, I received! frocn you upon your 
flftting ovf for GauU we had some general dis- 
ODUfae relating to^ those estates in that province 
tphicln are held of the city of Atella ^ : and I then 
eipressad hovr moeb I was concerned for the in- 
terest of Ihat corporation. But, in confidence of 
Ike singular afiectio» yow bear me, and in per* 
formance of a disty which it is incuinbent upon 
me to dsscfaarge, i tiiought proper to write to 
jfou moife Miy opon this affair ; as it is, indeed, 
of thelafitknporttaice to a community with which 
I have the strongestconnexions* I am very sen- 
aiUc, at the same time, both of the occasion and 
extent of your commission, and that Csesar has 
not entrusted you, in the execution of it, with 
ttiy discretionary power. I limit my request, 
therefore, by what I imagine is no less within 

* He was one of the commissioners nominated by Caesar 
ftnr settling the diTision of the lands for the purposes men- 
tioned in note 9 on let. l6 of this book. The department 
assigned to him was Cisalpine Gaul. 

^ A crtj m Campania, situated between Naples and Ca* 
pua : it u navr called Santo Arpiim* 

£8 
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the bounds of your authority, than I am per- 
suaded it is not beyond what you would be 
willing to do for my sake. In the first place 
then, I entreat you to believe, what is truly the 
fact, that the whole revenues of this corpora- 
tion arise from these lands in question ; and that 
the heavy impositions with which they are at 
present burthened, have laid them under the 
greatest difficulties. But although, in this re* 
spect, they may seem to be in no worse condi- 
tion than many other cities in Italy ; yet, be- 
lieve me, their case is unhappily distiDguisbed 
by several calamitous circumstances peculiar to 
themselves. I forbear, however, to enumerate 
them ; lest, in lamenting the miseries of my 
friends, I should be thought to glance at those 
persons whom it is by no means my design to 
olibnd. Indeed, if 1 had not conceived strong 
hopes that I siiall be able to prevail with Caesar 
in favour of this city, there would be no occa- 
sion for my present very earnest application to 
you. But as I am well persuaded that Ccesar 
will have regard to the dignity of this illustri- 
ous corporation ; to the zeal which they bear 
for his interest ; and, above all, to the equity 
of their cause ; I venture to entreat you to 
leave tlie decision of this afikir entirely to his 
own determination ^ If I could produce no 

* Cxkar was not yet returned out of Spain. 
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precedent of your having already complied with 
a request of this nature ; it is a request which 
I should nevertheless have made: but I 
have so much the stronger hopes that you will 
not refuse me in the present instance, as I am 
informed you have grapted the same favour to 
the citizens of Regium^ 'Tis true, you have 
some sort of connexion with that city. But, in 
justice to your affection towards me, I cannot 
but hope, that what you have yielded to your 
own clients, you will not deny to mine ; especi* 
ally as it is for these alone that I solicit you; not- 
withstanding so many others of my friends are 
in the same situation. I dare say I need not as- 
sure you, that it is neither upon any ambitious 
motives that I apply to you in their behalf, nor 
without having just reason to be their advocate. 
The fact is, I have great obligations to them: 
and there has been no season of my life in which 
they have not given me signal proofs of their 
affection. As you are sensible, therefore, that 
the interest of this corporation, with which I am 
80 strongly connected, is greatly concerned in 
the success of my present request; I conjure you, 
by all the powerful ties of our mutual friend- 
ship, and by all the sentiments of your huma- 
nity, to comply with these my intercessions in 

' Nov called Regio^ a maritime city in Calabria. 
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their behalf. If, after having obtaioed this fti- 
▼our, I should «ucc€ed likewise (as I have rea* 
son to hope) in my application to C*sar ; I ^halt 
consider all the advantages of that success M 
owing entirely to yourself. Nor shall I be l€«i 
obliged to you though 1 should not succeed; a$ 
you will have contributed all in y6ur power, at 
least, that I might. In one word, you will by 
these means not only perform a most accept 
table 9er\/ice to myself; but for ever attach t6 
the interest both of you and your family, a 
most illustrious and grateful city. Farewel. 



I.ETTER XXL 

[A. U, 708.] 

To Fabius Gallus, 

You need be in no pain about your letter. So 
far from having destroyed it, as you imagine, 
it is perfectly safe; and you may call for it 
whenever you please. 

Your admonitions are extremely obliging; 
and I hope you will always continue ^hem with 
the same freedom. You are apprehensive, I 
perceive, that if I should render this Tigellivis 
my enemy, he may probably make me mer- 
rier than I like; and teach me the Sardinian 



likogh K lA return tt> y dur provei*b, let me pre^ 
s6»t y^ with Ikkiotber) And advise yoti to '' Mrcnfi^ 
adii thependt K'' For tour moBttr ^ will be henft 
Ant\\ Miller thdn iivAlB expected: tod I am afraid 
b« should i9ai)d the \m,n who vetiture^ to p^inl 

GeM ih fiuth ftiTOufable colours, to join the hem 

Af hii^ pahegyHe in the shaded beloW. 

Ndthttt^ my dear Gallad)' can be etpreised 
with grtiiEiter strength and elegance than that 
^art of your letter which begins^ '^ The rest an 
fallen, &c." But I whisper this applause ilk 

9 It is said, there was a sea weed frequently found upon 
the coasts of Sai'dinU, the pbi^bnDuS (]ilality whereof occa- 
ftioned a convulsive motion in the features which had the 
appearance of laughter ; and that h^nce the Sardinian laugh 
became a proVertt ufetially applied to tbofie wlio concealed 
a heavy heart under a gay countenance. Gallus seems to 
liavb cited thi^ pfdtcrb as a taution to Cicero not to t>e Ibb 
iree in his railleries upon Tigellius : and there is a peculiar 
propriety in his application of it, as Tigellius was a Sardinia 
kxk, I iiiiiH ackhowl^ge^ hoWev^f) that I h&ve departed 
from the sentiments of the commentators, in supposing that 
llgellius is the person here alluded to : they all imagine^ oil 
the cohtrufy, that it is Caesar. But this letter lecms evi- 
dently to be upon the same subject as the 19th of this book: 
iUid was, probably, at) ansWet to one t^hich G&llus had VCfit- 
ten in return to that epistle. 

1 This proverb, Victorius supposes^had its rise from the 
schools of the painters : where the young pupils, who, in the 
abseiito Of their mteter wefe amusing themselves, perhaps, 16 
drawing their pencils over the piece on which he was at 
work, called upon each other when they saw him returning 
to lay them aside. Cicero, in the application of this pro- 
^thf dladeS to the panegyric which Gallus had written upon 
Cmo. See t^iU. 8. on the 19tk letter of this book. 

' Caesar ; who was at this timfe upon his rettltn ffotti 
Spain. 
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your ear; and clesire it may be a secret, evea 
to your freedman Apella., Nobody, indeed, 
pyrites in this manner except ourselves. Hour 
far it is to be defended or not, I may consider, 
perhaps, another time : but this at least is in- 
disputable, that it is a style entirely our own. 
Persevere then in these compositions, as the 
best and surest method of forming your elo- 
quence* As for myself, I now employ some 
part even of my nights, in exercises of the same 
kind. FareweL 

LETTER XXII. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Marcus Rutilius*. 

In the consciousness of that affection I bear 
you, and from the proofs I have experienced of 
yours, I do not scruple to ask a favour which 
a principle of gratitude obliges me to request. 
To what degree I value Publius Sextius^, is a 
circumstance with which my own heart is best 
acquainted : but how greatly I ought to do so, 
both you and all the world are perfectly well ap- 
prised. As he has been informed by some of 
his friends, that you are upon all occasions ex- 

' He was employed in a commission of the same kind 
with that of Orca and. Cluvius, to whom the l6th and 20tk 
letters of this book are addressed. 

^ See rem. 9. p. l63. vol. i. 
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tremely well disposed to oblige me, he has de- 
sired I would write to you in the strongest 
terms in behalf of Caius Albinius, a person of 
senatorian rank. Publius Sextius married his 
daughter: ftnd he has a son by her, who is 
a youth of great merit. I mention these cir- 
cumstances, to let you see, that Sextius has no 
less reason to be concerned for the interest of 
Albbius, than I have for that of Sextius. — But 
to come to the point. 

Marcus Laberius purchased, under an edict 
of Csesar^ the confiscated estate of Plotius, 
which he afterwards assigned over to Albinius, 
in satisfaction of a debt If I were to say, that 
it is not for the credit of the government to in- 
clude this estate among those lands which are 
directed to be divided; I might seem to talk 
rather in the style of a man who is dictating, 
than of one who is making a request. But as 
Caesar thought it necessary to ratify the sales 
and mortgages that had been made of those 
estates which were confiscated during Sylla's 
administration, in order to render his own pur- 
chasers of the same kind so much the more se- 
cure; if these forfeited lands, which were put 
up to auction by his particular order, jshould 
be included in the general division he is now 
making, will it not discourage all future bid- 
ders? I only hint this, however, for your own 
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jadickms considemtk^n. In th« meati tim^) I 
most earnestly entreat you n6t to di^^ss^ss AU 
binius of the fartna which Laberiud has thuft 
Conveyed to hin^ : and be assumed, as ilothing 
ean be more equitable than this request, M I 
make it in all the warmth iind sincerity of my 
heart. It will afford me, indeed^ not only much 
satisfaction, but in some sort likewise great 
honour, if Sextius, to whose friendship I am sO 
deeply indebted, should have an opportunity^ 
through my means, of serving a man t6 whom 
he is thus nearly related. Again and again, 
therefore, 1 entreat your compliance: and ai^ 
there is no instance wherein you can more ef- 
fectually oblige me,^ So you may depend upott 
finding me infinitely sensible of the obligation. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXIIL 

[A. U. 70S.] 
To VATlNtt)S. 

1 AM by no means surprised to find that you 
are sensible of my services^. On the contrary, 
I perfectly well knew, and have upon all occa- 
sions declared, that no man ever possessed so 

* The services here alluded to, are, probably, those which 
Vatinius solicited in the 12th letter of this book. CiCero'^ 
answer to that letter is lost, as well as Vatinius's reply : but 
the present epistle seems to have been written in return to 
the latter. 
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grateful a heart. You have, indeed, not only 
acknowledged^ but abundantly returned 'my 
good officer : be assured, therefore, you will aU 
way* experience in me the same friendly zeal 
in every other article of your concerns. Ac* 
cordingly, after having received your last letter, 
wherein you recommend that excellent Kvoman 
your wife to my protection*; I immediately 
desired our iriend Sura to acquaint her, that if 
in any instance she had occasion for my ser- 
vices, I hoped she would let me know; and 
that she might depend upon my executing her 
requests with the utmost warmth and fidelity. 
This promise I shall very punctually fulfil : and 
if it should prove necessary, I will wait upon 
her myself. In the mean time I beg you 
would inform her by your own hand, that I 
' shall not look upon any office as difficult, or 
below my character, wherein my assistance 
can avail her : as, indeed, there is no employ- 
ment in which I could be engaged upon your 
account, that I should not think both easy 
and honourable^. 

^ If Vatinius was not a more tender husband, than he ap- 
pears to have been a son, this lady might have had occasion 
for Cicero's protection in some instances which she would 
not, perhaps, have been very willing to own : for among other 
enormities that are laid to the charge of Vatinius, it is said 
that he had the cruelty, as well as the impiety, to lay violent 
hands on his mother. Orat. in Vatin, 7* 

^ Who would imagine that this is the same person of whom 
Cicero has elsewhere said, that ** No one could look upon 
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I entreat you to settle the affair with Dbny- 
gius: and any assurance that you shall think 
proper to ^ve him in my Dame, I will reli- 
giously perform. But if he should continue 
obstiaate, you must e'en seize bim as a prisoner 
of war to grace your triumphal entry. 

May a thousand curses fait upon these Dal- 
matifms for giving you so much trouble. How- 
ever, I join with you in being well persuaded, 
that you will soon reduce them to obedience: 
and as they have always been esteemed a war- 
like people, their submission will greatly con- 
tribute to the glory of your arms. Farewel. 

" him without a sigh, or speak of him without execration : 
"that he was the dread of his neighbours, the disgrace of his 
" kindred, and the utter abhorrence of the public in gene- 
" ral." Indeed, when Cicero gave this character of Vatiuius, 
he was acting as an advocate at the bar, and endeavouring 
to destroy his credit as a witness against his friend and clienL 
But whatever allowances may be made, in general, for rhe- 
torical exaggerations ; yet history shews that, in the present 
instance, Cicero's eloquence did not transgress the liraitt of 
Truth. For Fate re ul us has painted the character of Vatiniut 
in the same disadvantageous colours, and represented him u 
the lowest and most worthless of men. Oral, in Vatm. iS. 
Vel. Paterc.ii. 69. 




LETTER XXIV. 

[A.U.708.] 
To CoRNIFICIUS". 

It was with great satisfaction I found, by your 
letter, that you allow me a place in your thoughts : 
and it is by no means as doubting the constancy 
of jour friendship, but merely in compliance 
vith a customary form, that I entreat you to 
preserve me still in your remembrance. 

It is reported that some commotions have 
arisen in Syria : at which I am more alarmed 
upon your account than our own, as you are 
placed so much nearer to the consequences. As 
to affairs at Rome, we are enjoying that sort of 
repose which I am sure you would be better 
pleased to hear was interrupted by some vi- 
gorous measures for the public welfare. And X 

B Qutntus CorniGcius, in tlie year 705, obtained the pro- 
coiuulship of Illyncum. In the following year ho was u- 
moved froni thence into some other province, the nnme of 
wbicli ii unknown : but it appears to have been cuntiguoti* 
to Syriai In this provincs he resided when the prc&cnt and 
' ~ eutj'-sixth letter of this book were written to him. Wv 
is afterwards appointed governor of Africa; as appears by 
' ' tiers addressed to him in the next book; and which 
d a farther occasion of speaking of him. He hud 
^dfetinguished himself in the art of eloquence: and is 
i to have been the author of those rhetorical piece*' 
e mentioned b; Quintilian, as written by a person of 
m. Figi. Aimai, ii. 446. 4j4. 466. Q^mtt. iii. l. 
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hope it shortly will : as I find it is Ccesar's in- 
tention to concert methods for that purpose. 

Your absence has inspired me with the cou* 
rage of engaging in some compositions, which 
otherwise I should scarce have ventured to un- 
dertake : though there are some among them 
which evea my judicious friend, perhaps, would 
not disapporave. Tb« tast that I l\m€ finished, 
is upon a subject, on which I hetre tVequfenfty 
had occasion to thinfk that yemr notions were 
not altogether agreeable ta mine: it isr mt in* 
quiry into the best species of eloqfoence'''. Though 
I ceujsfe adid, that wheiie¥eF you have differed 
firona me, it was always witiii the eomplaisarfce 
of a master-artist te^wards one who is not wholly 
unskilled in his art. I should be extremely gfad 
that this piece might receive your sufK*age : if 
not for its own sake, at least for its author's. 
To this end, I shall let your femily know, that, 
Sf they think proper, they may have it tran;- 
scribed, in order to send it to you. ! imagine, 
indeed, although you should not approve my 
sentiments, yet that any thing which comes 
from my hand wiU be acceptable in. your pre- 
sent inactive situation. 

When you reeommend your doaracter am) 
honours to my protection, it is merely, I dare 

7 This is probably the same piece, of which an account 
has been given m rem, 10, on let. 15. book 10. 
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^y^ {qx t^e «4^q of tQr(»> and not a$ thiokbg 
it m tbe l«*§t ascfs^ary. Be a,§8ured, the affec- 
ts viftMQh ( am per&uadi^d ixiutuall; subai^td 
t)i^w€^u u^ m)^\d \)^ w^Qiwt. to. render m^ 
gv^^tly ?^QU9 m. your is^rviccu But abstract- 
fidiy frgw. aU woti^es of friwdsbip, were I to 
Wi^i4^x: Qoly tte ngbW (XMrpp^e^ to wbjcb you 
Imve applied yovM: cixalti^d talent3, apd tb^ great 
probability of yjom atcaiQing tbfd highest dig^ 
oily in the coiposionwealtti^ ; there is qo. mm 
to whom I should give tUe preference in roy 
gQo4 officer, and few that I should place iu the 
mB^ rank with yourself. Farewel. 

LETTER XXV. 

[A. U. 708.] 

CURIUS^' to ClCi^KO. 

1 LOOK upon myself as a sort of property, the 
possession of which belongs, it is true, to At 
ticus ; but all the advantage that can be derived 
from it is wholly yours. If Atticus, therefore, 
were inclined to dispose of his right in me, I 
am afraid he could only pas& noe off in a lot with 
some more profitable commodity : whereas, if 
you should have the same inclination^ how 
greatly would it enhance my value to be pro- 

• The consular office. 

^ See rem. 6. p* 36L vol. ii. 
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claimed as one entirely formed into what he is> 
by your care and kindness? I cntfeat you then 
to continue to protect the work of your own 
hands, dnd to recon^mend me in the strongest 
terms to the successor of Sulpicius in this pro* 
vince^ This will be the surest means of put- 
ting it in my power to obey your commands of 
returning to you in the spring : as it will faci- 
litate the settling of my affairs in such a man- 
ner, that I may be able, by that time, to trans- 
port my effects with safety into Italy, But I 
hope, my iUustrious friend, you will not com- 
municate this letter to Atticus : for as he ima- 
gines I am much too honest a fellow to pay the 
same compliment to you both; suffer him, I 
beseech you, to remain in this favourable error. 
Adieu, my dear patron ; and salute Tiro in my 
name. 

Oct. the J?9th. 

LETTER XXVI. 

[A. U. 708.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

I SHALL follow the same method in answering 
your letter, which I have observed tiiat you great 
orators sometimes practise in your replies ; and 
begin with the last article first. You accuse 

o ^ Greece. 
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rne, then, of being a oiBgligent correspancjept ; 
but, beliave me, I have never once omitted wri- 
ting, whenever any of your feinaily gave n?p np^ 
tice that a CQurier wi3t3 setting out to ypi|. 

J have so high an opinion o( yonr prudence^ 
tbftt I ^^pi^ted you would act in the mumper 
your very obliging letter assures n)e yoii iQ^i)4{ 
and that you would not determine your tn^^ 
$uFea, till you should know where this paltry 
Basftus '' designed to make an irruption. I en^ 
trmt you to continue to give me frequent inr 
telligence of all your purposes and motions, a$ 
veil as of whatever else is going forward in 
your part of the world. 

It was wjith. much regret th^t I parted with 
you, when you left Jtoly; but I comforted 

myself in the persuasion, that you were not only 
going into a scene of profound tranquillity, but 
leaving one that was threatened with great cpm* 
jwctfions^ The reverse, however, has proved to 
be the fact; and war has broken out in your 
quarters, at the same time that it is extinguish- 
fld in owrs, B^t (the p,e^ce we enjoy is attendee^, 
nevertheless, with many disgusting circum- 
stances; and disgusting, too, even to Caesar him- 

7 Csecilius Bassus was a Roman knight of the Pompeian 
party, who, after the battle of Pharsalia, fled into Syria ; 
where he was at this time raising some very formidable 
commotions against the authority of Coesar. i>io,xlvii.p. 342. 

VOL. III. F 
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•elf. It is the certain consequence, indeed, of al 1 

civil wars, that the vanquished must not only 

submit to the will of the victor, but to the will 

of those also who assisted him in his conquest 

But I am now become so totally callous, that I 

saw Bursa* the other day, at the games which 

Caesar exhibited, without the least emotion; 

and was present with equal patience at the 

forces of Publius and Laberius^. In short, I 

am sensible of nothing so much as of the want 

of a judicious friend, with whom I may freely 

laugh at what is thus passing amongst us. And 

such a friend I shall find in you, if you will 

hasten your return hither; a circumstance 

which I look upon to be as much your own 

interest, as I am sure it is mine. Farewel. 

9 Cicero^s inveterate enemy, who had been banished some 
years before, but had lately been recalled by Csesar. See 
rem. 5, p. 263. vol. i. 

9 For an account of Laberius, see rem. 1. p. 223. vol. i. 
Publius Syrus had, likewise, distinguished himself upon tht 
Roman stage in those buffoon pieces which they called their 
mimes. But although these rival poets and actors were botk 
of them excellent in their way; yet it appears, that their 
humour was too low and inelegant to suit the just and rt« 
fined taste of Cicero. Macrob. Saturn, ii. 7. 
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LETTER XXVIi. ^ 

[A. U. 708.] 

To DOLA BELLAS 

I REJOICE to find that Baioe^ has changed its 
nature, and is become^ on a sudden, so won- 
drous sattitary^. But, perhaps, it is only id 
Complaisance to my friend, that it thus sus- 
pends its usual effects, and will resume its 
wonted qualities the moment you depart. 1 
shall not be surprised, should this prove to be 
the case ; nor wonder, indeed, if heaven and 
eartli should alter their general tendencies, for 
the sake of a man who has so much to recom- 
mend him to the favour of both *. 

* Sec rem. *[. p. 234. vol. ii. 

^ Dolabellabad probably informed Cicero, in a letter from 
Baiee, of the stdutary effects be experienced from tbe waters 
of that place; in answer to which, Cicero plays upon the 
ambiguous meaning of the word salvbresj and applies, in a 
moral sense, what Dolabella had used in a medicinal. 

* If no other memoirs of these times remained than what 
might be collected from the letters of Cicero, it is certain 
tb^ would greatly mislead us in our notions of tbe principal 
acton, who now appeared upon th^ theatre of the Romali 
repfiblic Thus, for instance, who would imagine that the 
person here represented as interesting heaven and earth in 
his welfare, was, in fact, a monster of lewdness and inhu^ 
manity? But how must the reader's astonishment be raised 
when he is informed, that A is Cicero himself who tells us 
so? Dolabella— a fiMcro pro delidis crudelitasJvU, (says our 
author in one of his Philippic orations,) demde ea libtdinnm 
iftrpUudo ut in hoc sit semper ipse latatus^ quodeafaceret qua 
sAi o^ki ne ab inimico qtddem possent verecundo. If this waji 

F S 
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I did not imagine that I had preserved 
among my papers, the trifling speech which I 
made in behalf of Deiotarus*; however, I have 
found it, and sent it to you, g-greeably to your 
request. You will read it as a performance, 
which was by no means of consequence enough 
to deserve much care in the coipposition : and, 
to say truth, I was willing to make my old 
friend and host a present of the same indelicate 
kipd with his own. 

May you ever preserve a virtuous and a gene- 
rous mind! that the moderation and integrity 
of your conduct, may prove a living reproach 
to the violence and injustice of some others 
amongst our contemporaries ! Farewel. 

a true picture of Dolabella, what shall be said in excuse of 
Cicero, for having disposed of his daughter to him in mar* 
riage ? Should any too partial advocate of Cicero's moral 
character endeavour to palliate this unfavourable circum** 
stance, by telling us, that he had never inquired into Dola* 
bella's conduct ; might it not justly be suspected, that ka 
meant to banter? Yet, this is the very reason which Ciceio 
himself assigns, in the oration from whence the above pas- 
sage is cited. St hiCf dii immortales ! aiiquandojuit meH9 f 
WQMl^a^im erinU %itHk uon is7QUia£NTi. Strange! that ^ 
man who loved his daug-hter even to a degree of extravi^ 
gance^ should be so careless in an article wherein her hap*- 
piness-^'^-'^But I need not finish the rest: where fact& speak 
for themselves, let me be spared the pain of a comnaei&C 
Vid. PkUip. xu U. 

* See rem. 8. p, S29. vol. i.^ 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

[A. U. 708.] 
VAtlNIUS to ClCEHO. 

I HAVE not been able to do any thing to Uie 
purposci with regard to your librarian Dio- 
oysius ^ ; and, indeed, my endeavours have hi* 
tberto proved so much the less effectual, as the 
severity of the weather, which obliged me to 
retreat out of Dalmatia, still detains me here. 
However, I will not desist till I have gotten 
him into my custody. But surely I am always 
to find some difficulty or other in executing 
your commands : why else did you write to me — 
I know not what, in favour of Catilius^? But 
avuuQt, thou insidious' tempter, with thy dan- 
gerous intercessions ! And our friend Servi- 
Hua, too, (for mine my heart prompts me to call 
)dfii> as well as yours,) is, it seems, a joint pe^ 
^oner with you in this request. Is it usual 
^sen, I should be glad to know, with you 
orators, to be the advocates of such clients, 
and in such causes? Is it usual to plead in 

> See let 13. p. 33. ef this vol. 

< This man was quaestor ja the year 702 ; and, during the 
dvil war, was intrusted wnh some naval command : but it 
'Aj^earsyby the present letter, that he had turned pirate, and 
iiommitted great cruelties and depredations upon the eoasti 
#f niyticiim. P^. Aimd. ii» 4ll. 
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behalf of the most cruel of the human race? in 
defence of a man who has murdered our fellow- 
citizens, plundered their houses, ravished their 
wives, and laid whole regions in desolation? 
This worthless wretch had the insolence, like- 
wise, to take up arms against myself; and he 
is now, 'tis true, my prisoner. But tell me, my 
dear Cicero, in what manner can I act in this 
affair ? I would not willingly refuse any thing 
to your request ; and, as far as my own private 
resentment is concerned, I will, in compliance 
with your desires, remit the punishment I in- 
tended. But what shall I answer to those un- 
happy sufferers, who require satisfaction for 
the loss of their effects, and the destruction of 
their ships ? who call for vengeance on the mur- 
derer of their brothers, their children, and their 
parents ? Believe me, if I had succeeded to the 
impudence as well as to the office of Appius*, 
I could not have the assurance to withstand 
their cries for justice. Nevertheless, I will do 
every thing that lies in my power to gratify 

^.Manutius observes, that this is not the same AppiMSto 
whom the letters in the3cl book are addressed ; and refers to 
• passage in Valerius Maximus, to prove, that he perished 
early in the civil wars. But so he undoubtedly might ; and, 
9ever|;heless, be the same person here alluded to; for it by 
Dome^ns appears when, or in wfiat post it was, that Vatinius 
succeeded to this Appius in question. Impudence, it is cer«^ 
^in, was in tho number of those qualities which distinguished 
that Appius to whom the letters above mentioned arewritt^ 
Vid. Ad Ati. \^. IS. 
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your iQclinations. tie is to be defended at his 
trial by Volusius : and, if his prosecutors can 
be vanquished by eloquence, there is great rea-^ 
son to expect that the force of your disciple's 
rhetoric will put them to flight. 

I depend upon your being my advocate at 
Rome, if there should be any occasion. Caesar, 
indeed, has not yet done me the justice to 
move for a public thanksgiving for the suc- 
cess of my arms in Dalmatia : as if, in truth, I 
were not entitled to more, and might not justly 
claim the honour of a triumph ! But as there 
are above threescore cities that have entered 
into an alliance with the Dalmatians, besides 
the twenty of which that country anciently 
consisted ; if I am not to be honoured with 
a public thanksgiving, till I shall have taken 
every one of these considerable towns, I am by 
no means upon equal terms with the rest of our 
generals. 

Immediately after the senate had appointed 
the former thanksgiving for my victories*, I 

^ There is some difficulty in reconciling what Vatinius 
hertf says of a supplication having been decreed by the se- 
nate^ with the complaint he makes above against Caesar, for 
having delayed to move the house for that purpose. Some 
of the commentators, therefore, have suspected, that this is 
the beginning of a distinct letter ; and others, that it is a 
postscript^ written a considerable distance of time from the 
body of the epistle. But Mr. Ross has offered, I think, a 
much better solution, by supposing that the thanksgiving, 
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marched into Dalmatia, where I attacked, and 
made myself master of, six of their towns. — 
One of these, which was of very considerable 
strength, I might fairly say that I took fouf 
several times : for it was surrounded by a for- 
tification consisting of four different walls, 
which were defended by as many forts ; thrott^ 
all which I foi^ced my way to the citadel, wbicti 
I likewi^ cotnpelted to surrender. Bat the et^ 
dessive severity of the cold, together with th6 
d^ siiowi that fell at the same time^ dbligi^d 
me to retreat ; so that I had the mortificaiioti^- 
toy dear Gicero^ to find myself uiider the ne- 
Clotty of abandoning my (ionquests^ just a» I 
was upon the point of finishing thi war. I 
entreat you then^ if occasion should r4<^uii^ 
to be my advocate with C»sar, and in is very 
other respect to take my interest under yout 
protectioti ; iti the assurance, that no man poa^ 
sesses a higher degree of affection f^ ytPH 
than myself. 

Narotuei, Dee. the 15th. 

mentioned in the present paragraph, was one which- had 
fcech dccrcied oh account of some farmer successes of Vati- 
nius in his province ; and that the thanksgiving concerninir 
which he coniplains of Caesar's neglect, Was one that he wa# 
how soliciting in honour of those succe^es in Dalinatia, A 
Which he here gives an account. 
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BOOK XII. 

• ' ' ' 

LETTER I. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To CURIUS*. 



'Tis true, I once both advised and exhorted 
you to return into Italy ; but I am so far from 
being in the same sentiments atpresleht, tha^ 
on the contrary, I wish to escape myself, 

" To some blest clime remote from Pelops' race V 



1 This is an answer to the 95ih letter of tke for^gding 
book. 

< AlludiTig to the Cfieli4te4t^ p&rty. 8«e r^m. f. p. 362. 
vol. ii. \ 
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My heart, indeed, most severely reproaches me, 
for submitting to be the witness of their un« 
worthy deeds. Undoubtedly, my friend, you 
long since foresaw our evil days approaching 
when you wisely took your flight from these 
unhappy regions : for though it must needs be 
painful to hear a relation of what is going for- 
ward amongst us ; yet far more intolerable it 
surely is, to be the sad spectator of so wretch- 
ed a scene. One advantage, at least, you have 
certainly gained by your ab^pce : it has spared 
you the mortification of being present at the 
late general assembly for the election of quae- 
stors. At seven in the morning, the tribunal 
of Quintus Maximus the consul, as they called 
him ^, was placed in the field of Mars *; when, 
news being brought of his sudden death, it was 
immediately removed. But Caesar, notwith- 
standing he had taken the auspices ^ as for ip 
assembly of the tribes, converted it into that 

^ Caesar (as Manutius observes) abdicated the consulship 
upon his late return from Spain, and arbitrarily appointed 
Quintus Maximus, together with Treboni us, consuls for the 
remaining part 'of the year. Maximus therefore not be- 
ing legally elected, Cicero speaks of him as one whose title 
was acknowledged only by the prevailing faction. 

* Where the poll for the election of magistrates was usu- 
ally taken. It was situated on the banks of the Tiber. 

* No assembly of the people could be regularly held, nor 
any public act performed, till the augurs had declared tbut 
the omens were favourable for the purpose in agitation. 
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^ the centuries * ; and at one in the afternoon 
declared Caninius duly elected consul. Be it 
recorded then, that, during the consulate of 
Caninius, no man had time to dine, and yet 
that there was not a single disturbance of any 
kind committed : for he was a magistrate, you 
must know, of such wonderful vigilance, that 
he never once slept throughout his whole ad- 
ministration. The truth of it is, his administra- 
tion continued only to the end of the year, and 
both expired the very next morning. But ridi- 
culous as these transactions may appear to you, 
who are placed at so great a distance from 
them, believe me, you could not refrain from 
tears, if you were to see them in all their true 
and odious colours. How would you be af- 
fected then, were I to mention the numberless 
instances of the same arbitrary kind which daily 

^ The citizens of Rome were cast into three general dw 
visions ; into centuries, into curias, and into tribes. Some 
account of the two latter has been already given in rem. 50* 
p. 202. and rem. 7. p. 474. vol. i. The former was an in- 
stitution of Servius Tullius, who distributed the people into 
193 centurics,according to the value of their respective pos* 
sessions. These companies had a vote in all questions that 
c^me before the people assembled in this manner ; and the 
majority of voices in each, determined the suffrage of that 
particular century. But as the patricians and the wealthiest 
citizens of the republic filled up 98 of these 189 classes, the 
inferior citizens were consequently deprived of all weight in 
the public deliberations. The praetors, consuls, and censors 
were elected by the people assembled in centuries : but the 
i)iiaestors, sdiles, and tribunes, were chosen in en assembly 
of Ibe tribes. Dkm. HaUcam. iv. 20. 
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occur ! For my own part, they would be at* 
terly insupportable to me, had I not taken re* 
fiige in philosophy, and enjoyed likewise that 
friend of ours '^ for the companion of my studies^ 
whose property, you tell me, you are ®. How* 
erer, since you assure me, at the same tivae^ 
that all the benefit which can arise from yon be* 
kings solely to myi^elf, I am perfectly well con- 
tffited ; for what can property give more ? 

Acilius, who is sent into Greece, at the head 
ci %otaie legions, as successor to Sulpicius, hai 
gn^at dbligations to me ; for I successfully de«- 
§Stt4td him in two capital prosecutions, before 
the Commencement of our public troubles. He 
ift ft man of a very gfate&il disposition, and one 
?^ho, upon all occasions, treats me with much 
regard. Accordingly, I herewith send you a. 
Mter, which i have written to him in your fa* 
vour in the strongest terms ; and I desire you 
will let me know what promises he Shall give you 
kk consequence of my recommendatioa. Far^* 
wel. 

^ Atticus. 

^ See the beginning of Cttrto*lfe iettet t6 Cicero, p. 65. 
of tliis vol. 
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LETTER U. 

[A. U. 70p.] 

To AucTus^ Proconsul. 

In confidence of that share you allow me in 
your esteem, and of which you gave me so ma^ 
ny convincing proofs during the time we co^r 
tiaued together at Brundisium \ I claim a sort 
of right of applying to you upon any ooeaaioo 
I am particularly interested. I talm 



. Tkf CpmnfotAtora iinagiiie tl^at tbif p?r90i| is |bs ff ipf 
whom Cicero mentions in the foregoing letter to have su^* 
eeeded to Sulpicius in the government of Greece ; anci that 
tb^refor^, either insteaci of Auptu^, the true r^adiM ^ A^ir 
£us, or that he was called Acilius Auctus. But, t^ough \t 
is altogether impossible to determine who the persoa was to 
whom this letter is addressed, or in what year it was writti^ 
yet it seems highly probable that Acilius and Auctus were 
dii^rent men : for Cicero, in the preceding epistU, mentions 
Acilius a9 one on whom he had conferred soipe very iiQp^r 
tant services : whereas, in the present letter, Cicero appears 
to have been the person obliged. Now it is by oo means 
credible ^hat oyr author, if he had ever doi>e a^iy gpQ^ of- 
ices to Auctus, should have been totally silent upon a cir- 
camstaDce which would have given Um a nucb IrigiMSr 
claim to the favour he wa$ requesting, than any which h^ 
produces. And the incredibility grows stifi stronger, 
when i% is rftmemb^rcd tb#( Cicero nevf^r ii^ls t^ (U^Uu 
his services upon all occasions in which he can with any 
propriety mention them. But on which side soever of this 
question the truth may lie, it is a point of such very little 
consequence, that perhaps it will scarce justify even this 
short remark. 

1 Probably during Cicero's residence in that city, upon 
his return into Italy after the battle of Pharsalia: an ac- 
count of which has been given in the foregoing observations. 
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the liberty therefore, of writing to you in behalf 
of Marcus Curius, a merchant at Patrse, with 
whom I am most intimately united. Many are 
the good offices which have mutually passed 
between us ; and, what indeed is of the greatest 
weight, fhey reciprocally flowed from the most 
perfect affection. If, then, you have reason 
to promise yourself any advantage from my 
friendship ; if you are inclined to render the 
obligations you have formerly conferred upon 
me^ if possible, even still more valuable ; in a 
word, if you are persuaded that I hold a place 
in the esteem of every person in your family ; let 
these considerations induce you to comply with 
my request in favour of Curius. Receive him, 
I c(Hijure you, under your protection^ and pre- 
serve both his person and his property from 
every injury and every inconvenience to which 
they may be exposed. In the mean time, I will 
venture to assure you myself, (what all your fa- 
mily will, I doqbt not, confirm,) that you may 
depend upon deriving great satisfaction from my 
^endship, as well as much advantage from the 
faithful returns of my gratitude. Farewel. 



BOOK XII. Of CtCKROi 7.9 



LETTER III. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To CUHIUS. 

Your letter affords me a very evident prooi" 
that I possess the highest share of your esteem, 
and that you are sensible how much you are en-^ 
deared to me in return ; both which I have ever 
been desirous should be placed beyond a, doubt 
Since, then, we are thus firmly assured of each 
ether's affection, let us endeavour to vie in our 
mutual good oiSices ; a contest in which I am 
perfectly indifferent on which side the superi- 
ority may appear. 

I am well pleased that you had no occasion 
to deliver my letter to Acilius *. I find, like- 
wise, that you had not much, for the services 
of Sulpicius ; having made so great a progress, 
it seems, in your affairs, as to have curtailed 
them (to use your own ludicrous expression) 
both of head and Jeet. I wish, however, you 
bad spared the latter^ that they might proceed a 
little faster, and give us an opportunity of one 
day seeing you again in Rome. We want you, 
indeed, in order to preserve that good old vein 
of pleasantry which is now, you may perceive, 

^ Se« th« latter end of the first letter in this book. 
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well-nigh worn out amongst us ; insomuch that 
Atticus may prppfsrly eaough say, as he often, 
you know, used, " If it were not for two or 
" three of us, my friends, what would become 
" of the ancient glory of Afh^J^s !" Indeed, as 
the honour of being the chief support of Attic 
eteganee devolved upon Pomponius*, when you 
kit Italy ; fiojn his absence, it has now descend- 
ed upon me. Hasten your return then, I be- 
seech you, my friend, lest every spark of wit, as 
well as 6f liberty, should be irrecoverably ex- 
tinguished with the republic. Farewel. 

LJJTTER IV, 

[A. U. 709.] 

Tq (JoRNiFjcms. 

I HAVE the satisfaction to find, by your very 
obli^ng letter, ttiat my last was safely deliver- 
ed. I doubted not of its affording you plea- 
sure ; and therefore was so much the more un- 
easy lest it should lose its way. You inform me, 
at the same time, that a war is broken out in 
Syria*; and that Caesar has given you the go- 
vernment of this province. I wish you muc4i 
joy of your command, and hope success will 

* Pomponius Atticus. 



\ 
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attend it: as, in full confidence of your wisdom 
and vigilance, I am well persuaded it will. Ne* 
vertheless,. I am truly alarmed at what you 
mention concerning the invasion which, it is 
suspected, the Parthians are meditating. I find 
by your letter, that the number of your forces 
is agreeable to what I should have conjectured : 
I hope, therefore, that these people will not put 
themselves in motion, till the legion^ which I 
hear are ordered to your assistance, shall arrive. 
But if you should not, even with these supplies^ 
6nd yourself in a condition to face the enemy; 
I need not remind you to follow the maxim of 
your predecessor Marcus Bibulus, who, you 
know, during the whole time that the Parthians 
continued in your province, most gallantly shut 
himself up in a strong garrison*. Yet, after all, 
circumstances will best determine in what man- 
ner it will be proper for you to act : in the mean 
time I shall be extremely anxious, till I receive 
an account of your operations. 



^ This seems to be intended as a sneer upon the conduct 
of Bibulus. Cicero was governor of Ciiicia when Bibulus 
commanded in Syria; and they both solicited, at the same 
lime, the honour of a public thanksgiving for the success of 
their respective arms. Cato gave his suffrage, upon this oc- 
casion, in favour of Bibulus ; but refused it to Cicero : a pre- 
ference which extremely exasperated the latter, and which 
was, probably, the principal cause of that contempt with 
which he speaksof Bibul us in the present passage. See vol. ii« 
p. 50. rem. 2. 

VOL. III. G 
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As I have never omitted any opportunity of 
tvriting to you, I hope you will observe the 
same punctuality with respect to me. But 
above all, let me desire you to represent me 
in your letters to your friends and family aa^ 
one who is entirely yours. FareweU 

LETTER V. 

[A. U. 709.] 

Decimus Brutus^ to Marcus Brutus 

and Caius Cassius. 

You will judge by this letter, in what posture 
our affairs stand. I received a visit yesterday 

5 Decimus Brutus, of the same family with Marcus Bru- 
tus, served under Csesar in the wars in Uaul : at the end of 
which, in the year 703, he returned to Rome, and was chosen 
one of the city quaestors. It does not appear that he distin- 
guished himself by any thing remarkable, till he engaged 
with Marcus Brutus and Cassius in the conspiracy against 
his friend and benefactor. This was executed, as all the 
world knows, by stabbing Caesar in the senate, on the idtn^ 
or the 15th of March, a few weeks before the present letter 
was written. When one considers the characters of those 
who were the principal actors in this memorable tragedy, it 
is astonishing that they should have looked no farther than 
merely to the taking away of Cajsar's life: as if they ima- 
gined, that the government must necessarily return into its 
proper channel, as soon as the person who had obstructed its 
course was removed. They were altogether, therefore, un- 
prepared for those very probable contingencies which they 
ought to have had in view, and which accordingly ensued^ 
Whatever then may be determined as to the patriotism of the 
fact itself, it was unquestionably conducted, as Cicero fre- 
quently and justly complains, by the weakest and most inw 
politic counsels. Antony (who wasat this time consul), al- 
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in thfe eveiilng from Hirtius^, \\'ho convinced 
tbte of Antony's extreme perfidy aild ill inteh- 
tiohs towards us. He assured Hirtiiis, it seemsj 
IBat he could by no means consent I should 
ttcfee possession of the province to which I have 
bsAfen ndminateft'^ ; and that both the army and 
thte p\)piilacte were so highly incensed agkinst 
us, that he imagiried we could none of us con- 
tiniite with aiiy safety in Rome. You are sen- 
iiblte, I dare say, that both these assertions are 
S4s dbsblutely false, as that it is undotibtedly 
true, what Hirtius added, that Antony is a^* 
jirtihensive if ne should gain the least increasfe 
of power, it will be impossible for him atid his 
jikrty to ttiaintain their ground. I thought, 
tshdef th6se difficulties, the niost prudetit step 
1 coutd tdke, for otrr icomnibn interest, would 

tiiougli he thought projier, at first, to carry a fair appearance 
towards the conspirators, yet secretly raised such a spirit 
agiiiiii'thehi, thdt they found it expedient to withdraw frotii 
Borne. Brutus and Cassius retired to ];anuvium, a villa b&* 
longing to the former, about fifteen miles from the city: at 
iirhich place they pwlnibly were when Decimus Brutus, who 
had not yet left Rome, wrote the following letter. 

* rtirlius was warmly attached to Caesar, and extremely 
ti^gr^tted his death : but as he was disgusted with Antony, atia 
^rhaps jealous ibb of his rising power, he Seems to have op- 
posed' the cause h^ approved, therely from a spirit of personal 
pi^ue aricl envy, Vid. Ad. Att, xiv. 22. xv. 6. 

. 7 Caesar^ a short tinie before his death, had nominated 
Decimus Brutus to the government of Cisalpine Gaul, and 
Antony to that of Macedonia. But as Gs^ul lay more con- 
veniently for Antony's present purposes, hjs design wits to 
procure the administration of it for himseif. 

G 2 
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be to request that ^n honorary legation* might 
be decreed to each of us ; in order to give some 
decent colour to our leaving Rome. Accord- 
ingly, Hirtius has promised to obtain this grant 
in our favour ; though I must add» at the same 
time, such a spirit is raised against us in the 
senate, that I am by no means clear he will be 
able to perform his engagement. And should 
he succeed, yet I am persuaded it will not be 
long ere they declare us public enemies, or at 
least sentence us to banishment. It appears to 
me, therefore, our wisest method in the present 
conjuncture is, to submit to Fortune, and with- 
draw to Rhodes, or to some other secure part 
of the world. We may there adjust our mea- 
sures to public circumstances; and either return 
to Rome, or remain in exile, as laffairs shall 
hereafter appear with a more or less inviting 
aspect : or if th$ worst should happen, we may 
have recourse to the last desperate expedient*. 
Should it be asked, " Why not attempt some- 
" thing at present, rather than wait a more 

8 The senators could not be long absent from Rome, with- 
out leave of the senate. When their private affairs, therefore, 
required their attendance abroad, it was usual to apply for 
what they called a legatio libera^ which gave a sanction to 
their absence, and invested them with a sort of travelling titles 
that procured them the greater respect and honours in th# 
countries through which they passed, and in the place wheri^ 
they proposed to reside. 

* That is, (as the commentators explain it,) by arming 
the slaves, throwing open the prisons, and raising foreign n*** 
tiont in their defence. 
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** distant period ?" my answer is, Because I 
know not where we can hope to make a stand, 
unless we should go either to Sextus Pom- 
peius^ or to Csecilius Bassus^ It is probable, 
indeed, that when the news of Caesar's death 
shall be spread through their respective pro- 
vinces, it may much contribute to strengthen 
their party: however, it Mill be soon enough 
to join them, when we slwU know the state of 
their forces. 

If you and Cassius are desirous I should en- 
ter into any engagement on your behalf, I shall 
very readily be yoiir sponsor: and, indeed, it 
is a condition which Hirtius requires. I desire, 
therefore, you would acquaint me with your re- 
solution, as soon as possible : for I expect, be- 
fore ten o'clock, to receive an appointment from 
Hirtius to meet him upon these affairs. Let me 
know, at the same time, where I shall find 
you. 

9 Sextus Pompeius, the younger son of Ponipey, was in 
Corduba, when his brother Cneius gave battle to Caesar. 
Cneius attempting to make his escape, after the total defeat 
of his army, was killed by some of the conqueror's soldiers : 
but Sextus, upon the enemy's approach in order lo lay siege 
to Corduba, secretly abandoned that city, and concealed 
himself till Caesars return into Italy. The latter had no 
sooner left Spain, than Sextus collected his broken forces: 
and a short time after this letter was written^ he appeared at 
the head of no less than six legions. Hirt de Bel. Hisp^ 
Dio^ pag. 274<. 

1 An account of him has already been given in rem. 7- 
p. 65. of this vol. :. ^ 
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As 3000 as Hirtiu$ s|^all hayc given d^ bii^ 
£^al answer, I pyrppse to apply to the sep^t^, 
that a guard may be appointed (o attend us if^ 
Rome. I do not suppose t|iey nill comply wit^ 
tlii§ request, as our appearing to $tand in n^ci 
of such a protection, will render them extreo^^, 
odious, ^ut how succesisfu] soever my deman^A. 
m^y prov§, I shall not \}e disqpu raged frojcgt 
niaking suqb as I thinly reasonable. F^eweU 

LETTER VI. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Tij^o. ^ . 

Notwithstanding I wrote this morning by 
Hafpatus, and nothing new has since occurred ; 
yet I cannot forbear making use of this oppor- 
tunity of conveying a second letter to you 
upon the same subject: not, however, as en- 
tertaining the least distrust of your care, but be- 
cause the business in which I ba^ve employed 
you, is of tb)? last importance to me*. My whplp 

* As Cicero was known to favour the conspirators, lie did- 
not think it prudent to trust himself in Rome after Brutus 
and Cassius had found it necessary <o withdraw from thence: 
and accordingly he soon afterwards followed their example, 
by retiring into the country. His intention at this time was, 
to make a toil r into Greece for a few months; and with that 
view he had dispatched Tiro to Rome, in order to call in the 
several moneys which were due to him, and likewise to dis- 
charge some debts which he had himself contracted^ 
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<ksign, indeed, in parting with you wa% that 
you might thoroughly settle my aflfairs. I de- 
sire, therefore, in the first place, that the de- 
mands of Otillius and Aujrelius may be satisfied^. 
Your next endeavour must be^ to obtain part, 
ni least, if you cannot procure the whole, of 
what is due to me from Fiamma : and particu- 
larly insist on his making this payment by the 
first of January^. With regard to that debt 
which was assigned over to me; 1 beg you 
would exert your utmost diligence to recorer 
it; but, as to the advance-payment of the other 
not ye% due, I leave you to act as you shall 
judge proper. And this niuch for my pri- 
vate concerns. As to those of the public, I 
diesire you would send me all the certain intel- 
ligence you can collect. Let me know what 
Ortavius* and- Antony are dbin^g; what is the 



* When the new consuls were to enter upon their office; 
by which time, Cicero proposed to return to Rome. 

* Octavius, who was afterwards known and celebrated by 
the name of Augustus Caesar, was the son of Attia, Julius 
CaDsar's niece. His uncle, who designed him for the heir 
both of his power and his fortunes, had sent him, about six 
months before his death, to Apollonia, a learned seminary of 
great note in Macedonia. In this place he was to prosecute 
his studies and exercises, till Caesar, who proposed he should 
accompany him in his intended expedition against the Par- 
thians, should call upon him in his march to that country. 
But as soon as Octavius was informed of the death of Caesar, 
and that he had appointed him his heir, he immediately has- 
tened to Rome : and the eyes of every body, but particularly 
of Cicero, were now attentively turned towards him, in order 



J 
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general opinion of Rome; and what turn you 
imagine affairs are likely to take. I can scarcely 
forbear running into the midst of the scene : 
but I restrain myself, in the expectation of your 
letter. 

Your news concerning Balbus, proves true ; 
he was at Aquinum at the^time you were told ; 
and Hirtius followed him thither the next day. 
I imagine they are both going to the waters of 
Baias : but let me know what you can discover 
of their motions. 

Do not forget to remind the agents of I>ola» 
bella^ : nor to insist upon the payment of what 
is due from Papia. Farewel. 

to discover in what manner he would act in this very critical 
situation^ l)oth of his own affairs, and those of the republic. 
DiOf p. 271. Appian, BeL Civil, ii. 

5 It appears by the letters^written to Atticus at this time, 
that Cicero had some considerable demands upon Dolabella; 
which arose, it is probable, from the latter not haying yet 
returned the whole of TuUia s portion^ agreeably to the Ro- 
man laws in cases of divorce. 



\ 
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LETTER VII. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To BlTHYNICUS^ 

I HAVE manyl*easons to wish that the repub- 
Kc may be restored : but, believe me, the pro- 
mise you give me in your letter, renders it still 
more ardently my desire. You assure me, if that 
bappy event should take place, you will con- 
secrate your whole time to me: an assurance 
which I received with the greatest pleasure, as 
it is perfectly agreeable to the friendship in 
which we are united, and to the opinion which 
that excellent man your father '^ entertained of 
me. You have received more considerable 
services, I confess, from the men who are, or 
lately were, in power, than any that I have been 
capable of conferring upon you : but, in all other 
respects, there is no person whose connexions 
with you are of a (Stronger kind than my own. 

It is with great satisfaction, therefore, that I find, 

* 

^ This person is supposed^ by Manutius, to be the son of 
Quintus Pompehis, who obtained the name of Bithynicus, 
in honour of his conquest of Bithynia. 

7 Cicero mentions him in his treatise of celebr/ited ora- 
tors, as one with whom he had enjoyed a particular friend* 
ship. He attended Pompey in his flight after the battle of 
Pharsalia, and perished with him in Egypt. Ctc. d€ clar. 
&rat. 240* • 



you not only preserve our friendship in yoiir re 
snanbrance, but are desirous, likewise, of in- 
creasing its strength. Farewel. 

LETTER YIII. 

[A. U. 705.] 

To Tiro. 

Jj? you should h^^^. an QppQrmnity> yau may 
te^irt^r the mQoey you. ^qntiqp: thQqgb, i|i- 
deed, i^ is an acquisition, i^nhicb. it i^ UQt ^bJ5Q-» 
lutely requisite tQ enrol®, Hweyer, it i»ajW 
^erhapsj^ b^ a^ welji. 

I hav^ received a^ letter frQj»,BaJibu5^vt'bereia; 
hp excuses himsel/ for not giving nje ^n ajccQunt 
of Antony's intentions concerning the law I in-, 
quired after ; be^cause he has gotten, it s^ems^ a 
violent deduction upon his eyes. Excellent ex- 
cuse, it mu^t, be ovyned ! For if a man is not 
able to write; ino§t certainly, you know, he 
cannot dictate ! But let the world so as it will, 
so I may sit down quietly hiere in the country. 

I have written to BithyQicus. — As to wba,ti 
you mention concerning Servilius ; you, who 
are a young inan> may think length of days ^ 
desirable circumstance ; but, for myself, I hs^v^; 

* The censors every five years numbered the people : at 
which time each citmen was obliged to give an exact- ac- 
count of his estate. But if in the interval a man had mad<^ 
any new acquisitjoiH be- was required ta enter it before thr 
praetor. 
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tiQ such wish'. Atticus neverth^l^s? iina^nes^. 
that I ^m still as e^nxious fpr the pres^rvatipn of 
my life as he oi\qe kpew rpe ; not Q.bs?.rvii\g hq^ 
firmly I have since fortified my heart yiritb aUthg 
sjUfength of philosophy. The trvith of it is, he is 
0,0^ se^ed in his turn with a pani.c himself; apd 
WopJid endeavour tp ipfect me witli the saqgip 
groundless apprehensipns. Bu^ it is my inJ^Bir 
tion to preserve that friendship unviolated, which 
I have so long enjoyed with Antony^ : and, ac 
Gordingly, I int?n,(l writing to huj^ very soon. I 
shall defer my letter, however, till your return : 

9 Servilius Isauricus died about this time, in an extreme 
old age : Manutius conjectures, therefore, and with great 
probability, that Tiro, in the letter to which the present is 
au ans^i^r, had given Cicero an account of thip cv^nt, anjd>, 
at the same time, expressed his wishes of living to the same 
adjvanced period. 

\ Both Antony and Cicero seem to have been equally, uiw. 
willing, at this time, to come to an open rupture: but, as to 
a real friendship between them, it is highly probable there 
iV^v^r had been any. On the part of Antony, at least, there 
were some very strong family reasons to alienate him from 
C-iCfCro. For Antony's father married the widow of LcntUf- 
lus, whom. Cicero had put to death as an accoii)p|i(;e in Ca^ . 
tiline's conspiracy ; and he himself was married to Fulvia, 
the widow of Clodius, Cicero's most inveterate enemy. These 
alliances must unquestionably have made impressions upon 
Antony's mind,little favourable to sentiments of amity : and 
probably contributed, among other reasons, to kindle that 
resentment which terminated: in Cicero's destruction. 9u.t 
i^hatever the true motive of their enmity towards each otherr 
might have been ; the first coolness seems to have arisen, on 
the side, of Antony : and, if Cicero had resented it M{i|;}t 
gieatcr moderation, he would have acted, perhaps M^tbt 
more prudence with regard to the public inteceat» as waU> 
ai in. respect to his own. ¥id. ^</« Att. xiy. 1$^^ 



92 THE X£TTERS BOOK XII. 

but I do not mention this with any design of 
calling you off from the business you are trans- 
acting^ and which, indeed, is much more nearly 
my concern. 

I expect a visit from Lepta to-morrow : and 
shall have occasion for all the sweets of your 
conversation, to temper the bitterness with 
which his will be attended. FareweL 



X 



LETTER IX. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To DOLABELLA, Consul'. 

I DESIRE no greater satisfaction, my dear Do- 
labella, than what arises to me from the disin- 
terested part I take in the glory you have lately 
acquired : however, I cannot but acknowledge^ 
I am infinitely pleased to find, that the world 
gives me a share in the merit of your late ap- 
plauded conduct. I daily meet, in this place, 

< See rem. 2. p. 86. of this vol. 

8 Caesar had appointed Dolabella to succeed him in the. 
consulship as soon as he should set out upon his Parthian ex- 
pedition; and accordingly Dolabella, upon the death of Cae- 
sar, immediately assumed the administration of that office. 
His conduct in this critical conjuncture had rendered itsome- 
'what doubtful which side he was most disposed to favour : 
but an accident had lately happened which gave the friends 
of the republic great hopes that he would support the cause 
of the conspirators. Some of Cassar's freedmen had erected 
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great numbers of the first rank in Rome, who 
»re" assembled here for the benefit of their health, 
^ts well as a multitude of my friends from the 
principal cities in Italy : and they all agree in 
joining their particular thanks to me, with 
those unbounded praises they bestow upon you. 
They every one of them, indeed, tell me, that 
they are persuaded it is owing to your compli* 
ance with my counsels and admonitions, that 
you approve yourself so excellent a patriot and 
so worthy a consul. I might with strict truth 
assure them, that you are much superior to the 
want of being advised by any man; and that 
your actions are the free and genuine result of 
your own uninfluenced judgment. But al- 
though I do not entirely acquiesce in their 
compliment, as it would lessen the credit of 
your conduct if it should be supposed to flow 
altogether firom my suggestions; yet, neither 
do I wholly reject it : for the love of praise is 
a passion which I am apt, you know, some- 

a sort of altar, upon the spot where his body had been 
burnt : at which the populace daily assembled in the most 
tumultuous and alarming manner. Dolabella, in the ab- 
sence of his colleague Antony, interposed his consular au- 
thority in order to suppress this mob : and having caused 
the altar to be demolished^ he exerted a very seasonable act 
of severity, by commanding the principal ringleaders of the 
riot to be instantly put to death. It was this that produced 
the following letter from Cicero, written from some place 
of public resort, probably from the Baths of Baiae. Dio^ 
p..S40, 267 • Ad. Att. xiv. 15. 



Vfrfeat too iriimbctemtely to indulge. Yet, after 
kH, to take counsel of a Nestor, as it was an ho- 
hbur to the character even of that king of 
kings, Agamemnon himself, it cannot surely btt 
tinbfecortiihg the dignity of yours. It is cer- 
tainly, at least, much to thte credit of mine, that 
while in this early period of your life*, ybu ftrfe 
thus exercising the supreme thagistracy with 
tnliverisal adhiiration and applause ; you art 
considered as direttfed by my guidance and 
fbrtned by my instructions. ' 

I latl^ly pfeid a visit to Lucius G»sar^ at Na;'*- 
ffllBs; and though I found hitn extMemely ihdis- 
JJbsed, and full of pain in evef'y pait of his body, 
Jtit thfe moment I entered his chamber he raised 
MfttSelf with an alf of transport; and withbtit 
allowing himself time to salute me, " O tiif 
*^ dedr Cicero," said he, " I give you joy of yotir 
*' itifllience over Dolabella; and had I the same 

** cftdit with itiy nephew. Our country might 

• .{ • 

* Dolabclla was, at this time, not more than twenty-five 
years of age: which was almost twenty years earlier than he 
could legally have offered himself as a candidate for the con- 
sular dfgnity; the Roman laws having very wisely provided, 
iH&t no man should be capable of exercising this important 
office till he had attained the age of forty-two. 

* He was a distant relation to Julius Coesar, and uncle to 
Mark Antony, Upon the celebrated coalition of the trium- 
virate, he was sacrificed by Antony to the resentment of Oc- 
tavius : as, in return, Cicero was delivered up to the ven- 
geance of Antony. But LucTus escaped the consequence of 
this proscription by the means of Julia, Anton/s mother, 
Plut, in vit. Ant 
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** now be preserved. But I not only congra:t»-^ 
*' late your friend on his worthy conduct, bat 
** desire you would return him my particular 
^^ acknowledgtnents : as, indeed, he is the single 
^* consul who has acted with true spirit^ sinen 
*' you filled tiiat office/' Ho then proceeded 
to enlarge upon your late glorious Ikctiotij r^** 
pnesenting it as equal to the most illustrious aHid 
important service that ev^er was rendered to &m 
oommimwealth. And in this be only ecbo^ 
tbe general voice of the whole republic* Sn&^t 
fflO) tben^ to take possession of thc^e encoftii-i 
iHns to which I ain by no means cintitl^fd, an^ 
in soine sort, to participate with you in tbM-g^ 
lieral applause you have aojuired^ To 'be s^ri- 
cWj however, {hr you wilt tlotigG»g}0e thM I 
ifittte tMs request in good te^he^) I WOuM 
imxsh ranher resign to you the whole of ndy ow» 
^^ry^ (if tbev© be ciny, indeed) I can jii^lly 
diaiai>) than arrogate to myself the lenst poftkffif 
of ihtit which is so unque^^nably your dm« 
For as you cannot but be seiisible that I have^ 
^^'karved you> so your late b^fttionr has rais- 
ed that affection imo the highest possible ar«- 
dour : tts^, in truths th<^fe o^MOt be ally tbif]^ 
iMre efdgagingly fair, tmte it^fesistibly aiaiabtey 
tiMD the ]^«trk>t-vitlM!ies. I timA not tell ym^ 
bdw gneMljr fbifif exaifed talents and polite ttHMh 



\ 
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ners, together with the singular spirit and pro- 
bity of Marcus Brutus, had ever endeared him 
to my heart. Nevertheless, his late glorious 
achievement on the ides of March, has wonder* 
fully heightened that esteem I bore him ; and 
which I had always looked upon as too exalted 
to admit of any farther advance* In the same 
manner, who would have imaged that my 
friendship towards yourself was capable of in* 
crease ? yet it actually has increased so very con*- 
siderablyj that the former sentiments of my 
heart seem to have been nothing more than 
common affection, in comparison of that tran- 
scendent passion which I now feel for you. 

Can it be necessary that I should either exhort 
you to preserve the glory you have acquired, 
or, agreeably to the usual style of admonition^ 
set before your view some animating examples of 
illustrious merit ? I could mention none for this 
purpose more forcible than your own : and you 
have only to endeavour to act up to the charac- 
ter you have already attained. It is impossible, 
indeed, after having performed so signal a service 
to your country, that you should ever deviate 
from yourself. Instead, therefore, of sending yoQ. 
any unnecessary exhortations, let me rather con^ 
gratulate you upon this noble display of your 
patriotism. It is your privilege (and a privilege. 
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perhaps, which no one ever enjoyed before) to 
have exercised the severest acts of necessaryjus- 
tice, not only without incurring any odium, but 
with the greatest popularity ; with the approba- 
tion of the lowest, as well as of the best and 
highest amongst us. If this were a circum- 
stance in which chance had any share, I should 
congratulate your good fortune : but it was the 
effect of a noble and undaunted resolution, un- 
der the guidance of the strongest and most en- 
lightened judgment. I say this, from having 
read the speech you made upon this occasion to 
the people ; and never was any harangue more 
judiciously composed. Ydu open and explain 
the fact with so much address, and gradually 
rise through the several circumstances in so 
artful a manner, as to convince all the world 
that the affair was mature for your animadver- 
sion. In a word, you have delivered the com- 
monwealth in general, as well as the city of 
Rome in particular, from the dangers with 
which they were threatened : and not only per- 
formed a singular service to the present gene- 
ration, but set forth a most useful example for 
times to come. You will consider yourself, 
then, as the great support of the republic ; and 
remember, she expects that you will not only 
protect, but distinguish those illustrious per- 

YOL. III. H 
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aons^ who have laid the foundation for the re- 
covery of our liberties. But I hope soon ta 
have an opportunity of expressing my senti- 
ments to you more fully upon this subject m 
person. In the mean while, since you are thufr 
our glorious guardian and preserver, I conjure 
you, my dear Dolabella, to take care of your- 
self for the sake of the whole commonwealth ''^ 
FareweK - 

^ Brutus and Cassius, together with the rest of the con^ 
spinitvre. 

7 Cicero communicated a copy of this letter to Atticus^ 
who appears to have much disapproved of those encomiums 
with whicli it is ?o extravagantly swelled. The hyperbole, 
indeed, seems to have been the prevailing figure in Cicero's 
rhetoric ; and he generally dealt it out, both to his frieQcU 
and to his enemies^ with more warmth than discretion. In 
the present instance, at least, he was either very easily im- 

{)osivd upon by appearances, or he changed his opinion of Do- 
abclla*s public actions and designs, according to tbe colour 
of hi» conduct towards himself. Perhaps both these cause* 
might concur, in forming those great and sudden variations 
which wo find in our author's sentiments at this period, wills 
n^siKCt to the horo of the paneg)'ric before us: for in a let* 
trr lo Atticus, written very shortly after the present. Be 
«|Hniks of LK>labelUi with high displeasure; and, in another to 
(ho sumo person, a few months later, he exclaims against hint 
with much hittcrncssv as one who had not only been bribed 
bv Antony to desert the cause of liberty, but wbo bad en- 
deavourwi, a$ tar as in him lav, entirely to ruin it. The ac» 
cusation sremn to have been Just : but it is obserfable, how- 
e\m tbat in both the letteis rpferrcd to, pert of Cicero's ii^ 
dignatton arisen frx^ui s<^me personal ill treatment which he 
ft«mplain9 of having rtceived froie Dobbdla. Vid. AtL Aif^ 
aiv, 1&« xvi. Id. 
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LETTER X. 

tA. U. 709-1 

To Thebonius*. 

I HAVE recommended my Orator (for that is 
the title which I have given to the treatise I 
promised to send you) to the care of your freed* 
man Sabinus* I was induced to trust it in his 
charge, from the good opinion I entertain of,his 
countrymen : if, indeed, I may guess at his 
country by his name^ and he has not, like an 
artful candidate at an election, usurped an ap- 
pellation to which he has no rights However, 

* Some account has already been given of Trcbonius in 
rem. 4. p. 181. vol. ii. Caesar, upon his return from Spain 
lathe preceding year, appointed him consul with Quintus Fa- 
bius Maximus ; but this and other favours of the same kind 
were not sufficient to restrain him from entering into the 
conspiracy which was soon afterwards formed against Caesar's 
life. At the same time, therefore, that Brutus and Cassius 
feand it expedient to leave Rome, Trebonius secretly with- 
drew into Asia Minor, which had before been allotted tuhim 
as his proconsular province : and he was on his way to that 
{Ovemment when the present letter was written. JD/o, p. 
S36.247. Ad Att xi^. \0. 

9 Cicero supposes that Sabinus was so called as being a 
native of Sabinia, a country in Italy, the inhabitants of 
idiich were celebrated for Mtfving long retained an uncor- 
nipted simplicity of manners. Banc olim veteres vitam eo- 
hure Sabiniy is Virgil's conclusion of that charming descrip- 
tion which he gives of the pleasing labours and innocent re- 
creations of rural life. Georg. ii. 592. 

1 It tvas ait artifice sometimes practised by the candi- 
dates for offices, in order to recommend themseWef to the 

H S 
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there is such a modesty in his countenance^ 
and such an air of sincerity in his conversation^ 
that I am much deceived if he does not possess, 
in some degree at least, the true Sabine simpli- 
city. But not to suffer him to take up any 
more of my paper, I will now turn, my dear 
Trebonius, to yourself. As there were some 
circumstances attending your departure that 
increased the affection I bear towards you, let 
me entreat you, in order to soothe the uneasi* 
ness I feel from your absence, to be as frequent 
a correspondent on your part, as you shall cer- 
tainly find me on mine.* There are two reasons, 
indeed, why you ought to be more so : the first 
is, that, as the republic can now no longer be 
considered as in Rome, but removed with its 
glorious defenders ; we, who remain here, must 
expect to receive from our provincial friends 
what we used to transmit to them ; an account, 
I mean, of the commonwealth. The next rea- 
son i§, because I have many other opportuni- 
ties in your absence, besides that of writing, to 
give you proofs of my friendship: whereas, 
you have none, I think, of testifying yours, 
but by the frequency of your letters. As to 
all other articles, I can wait ; but my first and 

good graces of their constituents, to pretend a kindred to 
which t;hey had no right, by aisoming the name of some fa- 
vourite And popular family. Manut. 
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most impatient desire is, to know what sort of 
journey you have had, where you met Brutus^, 
and how long you continued together. When 
you are advanced farther towards your pro- 
vince, you will acquaint^ me, I hope, with your 
military preparations, and with whatever else 
relates to our public affairs, that I may be able 
to form some judgment of our situation. I am 
sure, at least, I shall give no credit to any in- 
telligence but what I receive from your hands. 
Id the mean time, take care of your health, and 
continue to allow me the same sfngular share 
of your affection which I have always enjoyed . 
Farewel. 



* Brutus had not left Italy when Trebonios set out for 
Asia, nor did he leave it till several months afterwards: so 
Aat the inquiry which Cicero here makes, must relate to 
some interview which he supposed that Trebonius might have 
had with Brutus before the former cmbarlied. Vid. AdAtU 
xiv. 10. 
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LETTER XL 

[A. U. 709.] 

Trebonius to Cicero *. 

I ARHIVED at Athens on the 22d of tid$ 
month; where, agreeably to my wishes, J bad 
the satisfaction of finding your son in the pur- 
suit of the noblest improvements, and in the 
highest esteem for his modest and mgenuaus 
^haviour^. As you perfectly well know the 
place yoq possess in my heart, you will Jndge, 
without u^y telling ypu, how much pleasure 
this circumstance afforded me. In conformity^ 
indeed, to the unfeigned friendship which bad 
so long been cemented between us, I rejoice in 
^very advantage that can attend you, be it ever 
so inconsiderable; much more, therefore, iq 
one so important to your happiness. Believe 
me, my dear Cicero, I do not flatter you when 
I say, there is not a youth in all this seminary 
of learning more ardently devoted to those re- 
fined and elevated arts which are so peculi* 
arly your passion ; or who, in every view of his 
character, is more truly amiable, than our 
young man. I call him ours; for, be assured, I 

3 This letter seems to have been written before the pre- 
ceding epistle ha,!d reached the hands of Trebonius. 

^ Sise the remarks on let. 37* of this book. 
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atnnot separate myself from aoy thing witti 
which you are connected* . It is with great 
pleasure, therefore, as well as with strict jus- 
doe, I congratulate both you and myself, that 
a youth for whom we ought to have some af* 
fectiom, whatever his disposition might be, is of 
a character to deserve our highest. As he inti- 
mated a desire of seeing Asia, I not only io- 
fited, but pressed him to take the opportunity 
of visiting that province whilst I presided there : 
and you will not doubt of my supplying your 
place in every tender office of paternal care. 
But that you may not be apprehensive this 
schenae will prove an interruption of those stu- 
dies, to which, I know, he is continually ani- 
mated by your exhortations, Cradppus^ shall 
be of our party. Nor shall your son want mj 
earnest incitements to advance daily in those 
•dences, into which he has already made so 
successful an entrance. 

I am wholly ignorant of what is going for* 
fmxd at Rome; only I hear some uncertain 
rumours of commotions amongst you. But I 
hope there is no foundation for this report ; that 
we may one day sit down in the peaceful posses* 
sion of our liberties, retired from the noise and 
bustle of the world : a privilege which hitherto 

^ See rem. 3* p. 171 • of this vol. 
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4 

it has not been my fortune to enjoy. Howerer, 
having had a short relaxation from business du- 
ing my voyage to this place, I amused mysdf 
with putting together a few thoughts, which. I 
always designed as a present to you. In this 
performance I have inserted that lively observn- 
tion which you formerly made so much to my 
honour ; and have pointed out, by a note at the 
bottom, to whom I am indebted for the com- 
pliment. If, in some passages of this piece, I 
should appear to have taken great liberties; I 
shall be justified, I persuade myself, by the char 
racter of the man at whom my invective is 
aimed ^: and you will undoubtedly excuse the 
just indignation I have expressed against a per- 
son of such infamous principles. Why, indeed, 
may I not be indulged in the same unbounded 
licence as was allowed to honest Lucilius'^? He 
could not be animated with greater abhorrence 
of the vices, which he has so freely attacked ; 
and, certainly, they were not more worthy of 
satire than those against which I have in* 
veighed. 

I hope you will remember your promise, and 
take the first opportunity of introducing me as 
a party in some of your future dialogues. I doubt 
not, if you should write any thing upon the sub* 

^ Probably at Antony. 

7 See rem. 8« p« d]9« vol. ii. 
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ject of Cflssar's death, that you will give an in- 
stance of your friendship and your justice, by 
ascribing to me no inconsiderable share of that 
glorious transaction. 

f I recommend my mother and family to your 
good offices, and bid you farewel. 

Atheai, May the 25th. 

LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To MAiTIUS*. 

I KNOW not whether it is with greater pain 
or pleasure, that I reflect on the visit which I 
lately received from our very good friend, the 
well-natured Trebatius. He called upon me 
the next morning after my arrival at Tuscu- 

^ It is principally owing to this and the following letter, 
that the name and character of Matius are known to poste« 
rity; as he is nowhere mentioned by any of the ancient hisr 
torians of this memorable period. His inviolable and disin- 
terested affection to Caesar, together with the generous cou- 
rage with which he avowed that attachment when Caesar was 
no more ; as they strongly mark out the virtues of his heart, 
so they will best appear by his own spirited reply to the pre- 
sent epistle. But Matius was as much distinguished by his 
genius as his virtues : and he was perfectly well accomplished 
in those arts, which contribute to the innocent pleasure and 
embellishment of human life. Gardening and poetry, in par- 
ticular, seem to have been his favourite amusements; in the 
former of which, his countrymen were indebted to him for 
some useful improvements ; as they likewise were in the lat- 
ter, for an elegant translation of the Iliad. Columtl. xii. 44. 
AuL Gd. vi. 0. ix. 4. 
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lu0i; and as he was by no means sufBcietitiy 
recovei^ frona hi$ late incBsposition, I could not 
forbear reproving him for thus hazarding hk 
health. He interrupted me with saying, that 
nothing was of more importanoe to hhn tbarf 
the business which brought him to. my bouses: 
and upon my inquiry if any thing new fattd f)C- 
curred ; . he immediately entered into . an ac- 
count of your complaints against me. But be- 
fore I give them a particolar answer, let me 
begin with a few pr^eviou^ rejections. 

' Amongst all my ac(}uaintance, J cannpt re^ 
collect any man with whom I have longer en- 
joyed a friendship, than with yourself; and, 
although there are several for whom my afiec- 
tion commenced as early, there are few for 
whom it has risen so high. The truth of it is, 
I conceived an esteem for you from the first 
moment I saw you : and I had reason to be- 
lieve, that you thought of me in the same fa- 
vourable manner. Dut your long absence frcHQ 
Rome, which immediately succeeded our first 
acquaintance, together with that active course 
of life wherein I was engaged, and which was 
ISO entirely different from yours, did not, at that 
time, admit of our improving this mutual dis- 
position, by a more frequent intercourse. Ne- 
vertheless, even so long ago as when Cassar 
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was in Gaul, and many years before the com* 
mencement of the civil war, I experienced your 
friendly inclinations towards me. For as you 
imagined that my union with Csesar would be 
greatly advantageous on my side, and not al- 
together unserviceable to himself, you generously 
r^ommended me to his favour, and was the 
cause of his cultivating. my friendship. I for- 
bear to mention several instances which oo^ 
curred at that period, of the unreserved manner 
in which we both conversed and corresponded 
togetherj as they were followed by others of a 
more important nature. At the opening of the 
civil war, when you were going to meet Cassar 
at Brundisiura, you paid me a visit in my For* 
mian villa. This single favour, had it been at- 
tended with no other, was, at such a critical 
juncture, an ample testimony of your affection. 
But can I ever forget the generous advice you 
so kindly gave me at the, same time; and of 
which Trebatius, I remember, was himself a 
witness ? Can I ever forget the letter you af- 
terwards wrote to me, when you went to join 
CsBsar in the district, if I mistake not, of Tre- 
bula? It was soon after this, that, either by 
gratitude, by honour, or perhaps by fate, I 
was determined to follow Pompey into Greece ; 
imd was there any instance of an obliging zeal, 
which you did not exert in my absencei both 
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for me and for my family? was there any one, 
in short, whom either they or 1 had more reason 
to esteem our friend? But I returned to Brun- 
disium : and can I forget (tet me ask once more) 
with what an obliging expedition you hastened, 
as soon as you heard of my arrival, to meet me 
at Tarentum? How friendly were your visits; 
how kind your endeavours to reason me out of 
that dejection, into which the dread of our ge* 
neral calamities had sunk me ! At length, how- 
ever, I returned to Rome ; where every proof 
of the greatest intimacy, and upqn occasions 
too of the most important kind, mutually passed 
between us. It was by your directions and ad* 
vice, that I learned to regulate my conduct 
with respect to Caesar: and as to other in- 
stances of your friendship, where was the man, 
except Caesar himself, at whose house you more 
frequently visited, or upon whom you bestowed 
so many agreeable hours of your conversation ? 
in some of which, you may remember, it was,* 
that you encouraged me to engage in my phi- 
losophical writings. When Caesar afterwards 
returned from completing his victories, it was 
your first and principal endeavour to establish 
me again in his friendship : and it was an en- 
deavour, in which you perfectly well succeeded. 
But to what purpose, you will ask, perhaps, 
this long detail? longer, indeed, I must ac- 
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knowledge it is, than I was myself aware : how- 
ever, the use I would make of these several cir- 
cumstances, is to shew you how much reason 
I have to be surprised, that you, who well 
know the truth of them, should believe me ca- 
pable of having acted inconsistently with such 
powerful ties. But besides these motives of my 
attachment to you ; motives known and visible 
to the whole world ; there are others of a far 
less conspicuous kind; and which I am at a 
loss to represent in the terms they deserve. 
Every part, indeed, of your character I ad- 
mire : but when I consider you as the wise, the 
firm, and the faithful friend ; as the polite, the 
witty, and the learned ccanpanion; these, I 
confess, are the striking points, amidst your 
many other illustrious qualifications, with which 
I am particularly charmed. But it is time to 
return to the complaints you have alleged 
against me. Be assured then, I never once 
credited the report of your having voted for the 
law you mentioned to Trebatius : and, indeed, 
if I had, I should have been well persuaded that 
you were induced to concur in promoting it, 
upon some very just and rational motive. But 
as the dignity of your character draws upon 
you the observation of all the world ; the ma- 
levolence of mankind will, sometimes, give se- 
verer constructions to your actions, than most 



.9 
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certainly they merit. If no instances of this kind 
have ever reached your knowledge, I know 
not in what manner to proceed in my justifica^ 
tion. Believe me, however, I have always de* 
fended you, upon these occasions, with the saiM 
warmtH and spirit with which I am sensible you 
are wont to oppose, on your part, the calumoiM 
that are thrown out upon myself. Thus, with 
regard to the law I just now mentioned, I havd 
always peremptorily denied the truth of the 
charge : and as to your having been one 6( thd 
managers of the late games ^ I have constantly 
insisted that you acted agreeably to those pioa^ 
offices that are due to the memory of a departed 
friend. In respeclito the latter, however, you 
cannot be ignorant, that if Cassar was really a 
tyrant, (as I think he was^) your zeal may be 



• At the time when Caesar was killed, he was preparing, 
agreeably to a vow which he had made at the battle of Pbar* 
«alia, to exhibit some games in honour of Venus ; a divinity, 
form whom he affected to be thought a descendant. Octa- 
vi us, soon after his return to Rome upon the death of Cassar, 
celebrated these games at his own expense: and Matius un- 
dertook to be one of the managers. As this was a public 
mark of respect paid to the memory of Caesar, and might 
tend to inflame the minds of the populace against the conspi- 
jators, it gave much disgust to the friends of the repablic: 
and Cicero, it is probable, was in the number of those who 
kttd openly srpoken of it with displeasure. He did so, at 
least, in a letter to Atticus. Vid. Ad Alt, xv. 2. Appian. 
Bel. Civil, ii. 407. 

* *• It is with injustice (said the celebrated queen of Swe- 
dfto) that Caesar i$ accused of being a tyrant : if to go- 
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considered in tvro very different vien s« If may 
be saidy (and it is an argament which I neyer 
ki\ to urge in your fevour,) that you shewed a 
very commendable fidelity, in thus displaying 
jour affection to a departed friend. On the 
olber handy it may be alleged (and, in feet, H 
18 allegedX that the lifberties of our country 
ought to be far preferable even to the life itseH 
of those whom we hold most dear. I wish you 
had been informed of the part I have always 
taken, whenever this question has been started. 
But there are two circumstances that reflect the 
brightest lustre upon your character, and which 
none of your friends more fiequently or more 
warmly commemorate, than myself: I mean 
your having always most strongly recommend- 
ed pacific measures to Caesar, and constantly 
advised idm to use his victory with moderation : 
b both, which,, the whole world is agreed with 
8ie in acknowledging your merit 

**" govern Rome was the most important service he could 
" hare performed to his cnui^TyJ^ It is certain that the 
republic was welKnigh reduced to a state of total anarchy, 
when Caesar usurped the command : but it is equally certain, 
that he himself had been the principal actthor an«l fomenter 
of those confusions, which rendered an absolute authority 
itie only possible expedient for reducing the commonwealtn 
nto s state oi tranquillity and good order. If this be true^ 
it seems no very intricate question to determine, what ver- 
dict ought to be passed npon Caesar. But surely it is difS" 
cvjt it> kncKv by what principles Cicero can be acqvitted,r 
who reviled that man when dead, whom t^ was the firxt to 
tttter wiienrliting. 
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I think myself much obliged to our friend 
Trebatius, for having given me this occasion of 
justifying myself before you. And you will 
credit the professions I have here made, un- 
less you imagine me void of every spark 
both of gratitude and generosity: an opinion, 
than which nothing can be more injurious to 
my sentiments, or more unworthy of yours. 
Farewel. 



LETTER XIII. 

[A. U. 709.] 

Matius to Cicero. 

I RECEIVED great satisfaction from your let- 
ter, as it assured me of my holding that rank 
in your esteem, which I have ever wished and 
hoped to enjoy. Indeed I never doubted: of 
your good opinion: but the value I set upon - 
it, rendered me solicitous of preserving it 
without the least blemish. Conscious, however, 
that I had never given just offence to any can- 
did and honest mind, I was the less disposed to 
believe, that you, whose sentiments are exalted 
by the cultivation of so many generous arts, 
could hastily credit any reports to my disadvan- 
tage : especially as you were one for whom I had 
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at all times discovered much sincere good-will 
But as I have the pleasure to find that you think 
* of me agreeably to my wishes, I will drop this 
subject, in order to vindicate myself from those 
calumnies .which you have so often, and with 
such singular generosity, opposed. I am per* 
fectly well apprised of the reflections that have 
been cast upon me since Caesar's death. It has 
been imputed to me, I know, that I lament the 
loss of my friend, and think with indignation on 
the murderers of the man I loved. " The wel- 
** fare of our country," say my accusers, (as if 
they had already made it appear that the destruc- 
tion of Caesar was for the benefit of the common* 
wieaith,) " the welfare of our country is to be 
" preferred to all considerations of amity.'*' It 
may be so : but I will honestly confess, that I 
am by no means arrived at this elevated strain of 
patriotism. Nevertheless, I took no part with 
C»sar in our civil dissensions ; but neither did 
I desert my friend, because* I disliked his mea« 
sures. The truth is, I was so far from appro- 
Ting the civil war, that I always thought it un- 
justifiable, and exerted my utmost endeavours 
to extinguish those sparks by which it was kin- 
dled. In conformity to these sentiments, I did 
not make use of my friend's victory to the gn^ti* 
fication of any lucrative or ambitious purposes 

TOL. III. I 
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of my own ; as some others most shamefully did^ 
whose interest with Cssar was much inferior to 
mine. Fafy in trutii, from being a gainer by his ^ 
success, I suffered greatly in my fortunes by 
that very law which saved many of those wha 
now exult in his death from the disgrace of 
being obliged to fly their country ^ Let me 
add, that I recommended the vanquished party 
to his clemency, with the same warmth and 
zeal as if my own preservation had been cmi^ 
cerned. Thus desirous that all my fellow-citi* 
zens might enjoy their lives in full security, can 
I repress the indignation of my heart against the 
assassins of that man, from whose generosity ttna 
privilege was obtained ; especially, as the same 
hands were lifted up to his destruction, which 
had first drawn upon him all the odium and envy 
of his administration? Yet I am threatened, it 
seems, with their vengeance, for daring to conr 
demn the deed. Unexampled insolence ! that 
some should glory in the perpetration of tboso 
crimes, which others should not be permitted 
even to deplore ! The meanest slave has ever 
been allowed to indulge, without control, the 
fears, the sorrows, or the joys of his heart ; 

s The law alluded to, is, probably, that which Csesar 
entiL^to^i for the relief of those who had coaeracted debts. 
before the commencement of the civil war, of which see^ 
TRm. 11. p. 260. vol. ii. 
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but these our assertors of libeNy, tM they call 
tiietnselves, endeavour to extort frohi me, by 
their metiaces, this common privilege of every 
creature. Vain and impotent endeavours ! no 
dmgers shall intimidate me from acting up to 
Uie generous duties of friendship and humanity; 
pers»aded, as I have ever been, ^hat death in an 
honest cause ought never to be shunned, and 
frequently to be courted. Yet why does it thus 
move their displeasure, if I only wish that they 
may repent of what they have perpetrated ? for 
wish, I will acknowledge I do, that both they 
and all the world may regret the death of Csesar* 
" But as a member (say they) of the common- 
" wealth, you ought above all things to desire 
" its preservation." Now that I sincerely do so, 
if the whole tenor of my past conduct, and^ll 
tbe hopes I can reasonably be supposed to en- 
tertain, will not sufficiently evince, I shall not 
ittempt to prove it by my professions. I conjure 
you, then, to judge of me, not by what others 
aiay »ay, but by the plain tendency of my ac- 
tiofls; and if you believe I have any interest in 
tbe ;tmt)fjtiillity of the republic, be assured, that 
I will have no communication with those who 
would impiously disturb its peace. Shall I re- 
BOutoce, indeed, those patriot principles I stea- 
dily pursued in my youth, when warmth and 

IS 
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inexperience might have pleaded some excuse 
for errors ? Shall I, in the sober season of de- 
clining age, wantonly unravel, at once, the 
whole fair contexture of my better days ? Most 
assuredly not ; nor shall I ever give any other of- 
fence than in bewailing the severe catastrophe of 
a most intimate ^nd illustrious friend 1 Were I 
disposed to act otherwise, I should scorn to de- 
ny it ; nor should it be ever said, that I covered 
my crimes by hypocrisy, and feared to avoW' 
what I scrupled not to commit. 

But to proceed to the other articles of the 
charge against me ; it is farther alleged that I* 
presided at those games which the young Octa-' 
vius exhibited in honour of Caesar's victories* 
The charge, I confess, is true : but what con- 
nexion has an act of mere private duty, with 
the concerns of the republic ? It was an office, 
tiot only due from me to the memory of my 
departed friend, but which I could not refuse 
to that illustrious youth, his most worthy heir^ 
I am reproached, also, with having been frequent 
in paying my visits of compliment to Antony : 
yet you will find that the very men who impute 
this as a mark of disaffection to my country, 
fippeared much more frequently at his leve^ 
either to solicit his favours, or to receive them. 
But, after all, can there be any thing, let me 
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ask, more insufferably arrogant thai\ this accu- 
sation? Caesar never opposed my associating 
with whomsoever I thought proper, even though 
it were with persons whom he himself disap- 
proved : and shall the men who have cruelly 
robbed me of one friend, attempt, likewise, by 
their malicious insinuations, to alienate me from 
another? But the moderation of mv conduct, 
will, I doubt not, discredit all reports that may 
hereafter be raisM to my disadvantage ; and I 
am persuaded, that even those who hate me for 
my attachment to Csesar, would rather choose a 
friend of my disposition, than of their own. 
In fine, if my affairs should permit me, it is my 
resolution to spend the remainder of my days 
at Rhodes. But, if any accident should render 
it necessary for me to continue at Rome, my 
actions shall evince, that I am sincerely desi- 
rous of my country's welfare. In the mean 
time, I am much obliged to Trebatius for sup- 
plying you with an occasion of so freely laying 
open to me the amicable sentiments of your 
heart; as it affords me an additional reason for 
cultivating a friendship with one whom I have 
ever been disposed to esteem. Farewel. 
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LETTER XIV. 

(A. U. 709.] 

Marcus Brutus and Caius Cassius, Prae- 
tors', to Mark Antony, Consul. 

If we were not persuaded of your honour an4 
friendship, we should not trouble you with the 
present application ; which, in confidence of 
both, we doubt not of youjj receiving in t)ie 
most favourable manner. 

We are informed, that great numbers of the 
veteran troops are already arrived in Rome, an^ 
that many ipore are expected by the first of 
June. Our sentiments would be extremely 
changed, indeed, if we entertained any fears or 
suspicions with regard to yourself. However, 
as we resigned ourselves entirely to your direc- 
tion, and ia compliance with your advice, not 
only published an edict, but wrote circular let- 
ters in order to dismiss our friends who came 
to our assistance from the muniqipal towns; we 
may justly look upon ourselves as worthy of 
bejng admitted into a share of your councils ; 
especially in ^p article wherein we are particu- 

3 They had been appointed praetors for the present year, 
by Caesar. The reader has already been informed, that 
Brutus and Cassius, finding it necessary, soon after the as- 
sassination of Caesar, to withdraw from Rome, retired to a 
villa of the fo^nl^r at Lanuviura; from whence this letter 
was probably written. 
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iariy concerned. It is our joint request^ there* 
fore, that you would explicitly acquaint u$ 
with your intentions ; and whetlier you imagine 
we can possibly be safe amidst such a multi- 
tude of veteran troops, who have even some 
design, we are told, of repladng the altar^ 
which was erected to C«sar ; a design, surely, 
which no one can . wish may meet with your 
iq)|;M'obation, who has any regard to our credit 
or security^. It has sufficiently appeared, that 
from the beginning of this affair, we have had a 
view to the public tranquillity, and have aimed 
it nothing more than the recovery of our com- 
IQon liberties. No man, except yourself, has it 
in his power to deceive us ; because we never 
have trusted, nor ever will trust, any other : and 
most certainly you have too much integrity to 
betray the confidence we have reposed in you. 
Oujr friends, however, notwithstanding that 
they have the same reliance upon your good 
feith, are greatly alarmed for our safety ; as thay 
think so large a body of veterans may much 
more easily be instigated to violent measures by 
ill-designing men, than they can be restrained 

4 See rem. 3. p. 92. of this vol. 

5 Because the suffering of divine honours to be paid to 
Cnesar, would necessarily impress the highest sentiments of 
him upon the minds of the populace ; and, consequently, 
tend to incense them against those who were concerned in 
taking away his life. 
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by your influence and authority. We entreat 
youy therefore, to return us a full and satisfiu;- 
tory answer. To tell us that you ordered these 
troops to march to Rome, as intending to move 
the senate in June, next, concerning their af- 
fairs^, is amusing us with a very idle and tri-. 
fling reason ; for as you .are assured that we 
shall not attempt to obstruct this design*^, 
from what other quarter can you possibly susr 
pect that it will be opposed ? In a word, it 
cannot be thought that we are too anxious for 
our own preservation, when it is, considered^ 
that no accident can happen to our persons 
without :- involving the whole republic in the 
most dangerous commotions. Farewel. 

• Antony'^ pretended reason for drawing together this bodj 
of veteran troops, was, in order to procure a ratification 
from the senate, of those grants of lands which had been 
made to them by Cassar, as a reward of their services; but 
his true reason was, to strengthen his hands against those 
who should attempt to oppose his measures. . 

7 The conspirators had given public assurances to the ve» 
teran troops, that they would not endeavour to annul th^ 
grants which Csesar had made in their favour. Dto, p. 257*; 
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LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 709.] 

,To Caius Gassius. 

Believe me, my Cassius, the republic is the 
perpetual subject of my meditations; or, to 
express the same thing in other words, you and 
Marcus Brutus are never out of my thoughts. 
It is upon you two, indeed, together with De- 
cimus Brutus, that all our hopes depend. — 
Mine are somewhat raised by the glorious con« 
duct of Dolabella, in suppressing the late 
insurrection^; which had spread so wide, and 
gathered every day such additional strength, 
that it seemed to threaten destrijCtion to the 
whole dty. But this mob is now so totally 
queHed, that I think we have nothing farther 
to fear from any future attempt of the same 
kind. Many other fears, however, and very 
considerable ones too, still remain with us ; and 
it entirely rests upon you, in conjunction with 
your illustrious associates, to remove them. Yet 
where to advise you to begin for that purpose, 
I must acknowledge myself at a loss. To say 
truth, it is the tyrant alone, and not the ty- 
ranny, from which^ we seem to be delivered: 
for although the man, indeed, is destroyed, 

< See rem. 3. p. $2. of this vol. 
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we still servilely maintain all his despotic ordi- 
nances. We do more ; and, under the pretence 
of carrying his designs into execution, we ap- 
prove of measures which even he himself would 
never have pursued^. And the misfortune is, 
that I know not iwhere thi^ extravagance mU 
tnd. When I reflect on the laws that wpo 
eoacted, on the inmiumties that: are granted^ qb 
the immense largesses that are liiBtributed, cm 
the exiles that ore recalled, and on the fictitioui 
decrees that ane^ published ; iht CHily effect Atd 
s^ems to have been prodnced by Cssar a death 
tgp that it has extinguished the sense of ma 
lervitude,. and the abhorrenoe of that deteafeT 
^ie usurpier; aajtll the disorders into which be 
tb^w the n^)ubUc still continue. Tbeae are 
the fjvils, therefore, which it is incumbent upoa 
ygu land your patriot coadjutors to redress; for 
let not my frknds imagine that they have yet 

9 A few (J{iys after Caesar's death, Antony assembled the 
senate in the ttinple ofTellus, in order to take into consider- 
fMtipi) the HektK of public fiff»irs. The nesuU of their deiibf ra^ 
tions was,to decree a general act of oblivion of what was past, 
and to confirm the several nominations to magistracies, and 
other grants^ which ha4 been made hy Cseaiir. This «w ♦ 
very prudent and necessary measure, in order to preserve th^ 
public tranquillity; and it was principally procured by the 
authority aud eloquence of Cicero. But Antony sooij pei> 
verted it to his own ambitious purposes : for being appointed 
to inspect the papers of Ccesar, he fcrged some, and omdel^ 
Ud others, as best suited his own dei^igns ; disposing of every 
thing as he thought proper, under the authority of this de- 
cree, pio, p, 2$Q* 250. . 
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completed their work. The obligations, it 'u 
true, which the republic has already received 
from you, are far greater than I could have 
ventured to hope : still, however, her demands 
are not entirely satisfied ; and she promises her- 
self yet higher services from such brave and 
generous benefactors. You have revenged her 
injuries, by the death of her oppressor; but 
you have done nothing more. For, tell oje, 
what has she yet recovered of her former dig- 
qity and lustre? Does she not obey the will 
of that tyrant, now he is dead, whom she could 
not endure when living? And do we not, in- 
stead of repealing his public laws, authenticate 
even his private memorandums? You will tell 
me, perhaps, (and you may tell me with truth,) 
that I concurred in passing a decree for that 
purpose. It was in compliance, however, with 
public circumstances ; a regard to which is of 
much consequence in political deliberations of 
every kind. But there are some, however, who 
have most immoderately and ungratefully 
abused the concessions we found it thus ne- 
cessary to make. 

I hope very speedily to discuss this and 
many other points with you in person. In the 
mean time, be persuaded^ that the aifection I 
have ever borne to my country, as well as my 
particular friendship to yourself, reodera the 
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advancement of your credit and esteem with 
the public extremely my concern, Farewel. 

LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Oppius*. 

The sentiments and advice which your letter 
has so freely given me, in relation to my leav- 
ing Italy ^, together with what you said to At- 
ticus, in a late conversation upon this subject, 
have greatly contributed, he can bear me wit- 
ness, to dispel those doubts that occurred on 
whichever side 1 viewed this question. I have 
ever thought, indeed, that no man was more 
capable of forming a right judgment, nor more 
faithiful in communicating it, than yourself; 
as, I am sure, I very particularly experienced, 
in the beginning of the late civil wars. For 
when I consulted you in regard to my follow- 
ing Pompey or remaining in Italy; your ad- 
vice, I remember, was, that " I should act as 
" my honour directed.** This sufficiently dis- 
covered your opinion; and I could not but 
look with admiration on so remarkable an in- 

* The MSS. vary in the name of the person to whom this 
letter is addressed ; some writing it AppitiSy and others Oppiui, 
If the latter be the true reading, perhaps he is the same of 
whom some account has been given in rem. 9« p- 134*. vol. ii. 

• Sec rem. 2. p, 86. of this vol. 
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Stance of your sincerity. For notwithstanding 
your strong attachment to Caesar, who, you 
had reason to think, would have befen better 
pleased if I had pursued a different conduct; 
yet you rather chose I should act agi^eably to 
my honour, than in conformity to his inclina- 
tion. My friendship for you, however, did not 
take its rise from this period ; for I was sensible 
that I enjoyed a share in your esteem long be-^ 
fore the time of which I am speaking. I shall 
ever remember, indeed, the generous services 
you conferred both upon myself and my fa- 
mily, during the great misfortunes which I 
suffered in my exile: and the strict intimacy 
in which we conversed with each other after 
my return, as well as the sentiments which 
upon all occasions I professed to entertain of 
you, are circumstances which none who were 
inclined to observe them could possibly over- 
look. But you gave me a most distinguishing 
proof of the good opinion you had conceived 
of my constancy and fidelity, by the unre- 
served resignation of your heart to me, after 
the death of Ccesar. I should think myself, 
therefore, a disgrace to human nature, if I did 
not justify these your favourable sentimentSi 
by every kind of good office in my power, as 
well as by the return of my warmest afiecUon. 
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Continue yours to me, my dear Oppius, I ea-* 
treat you ; a request, however, which I prefer 
more in compliance with the customary fornix 
than as thinking it in the least necessary.' I 
recommend all my affairs in general to your 
protection, and leave it to Atticus to inform 
you in what particular points I desire your ser- 
vices. When I shall be more at leisure, you 
may expect a longer letter. In the mean time 
take care of your health, as the most agreeable 
instance you can give me of your friendship. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Trebatius. 

I AM the more enamoured with this citv* be- 
cause I find you are much the favourite of eve- 
ry body in it. But I know not, in truth, where 
you are otherwise; and I should rather have 
told you, that even the absence of your freed- 
man Rufio is no less regretted among tbem, 

^ Cicero, after much debate with himself concerning th# 
voyage which he mentions in the preceding letter, at length 
fixed his resolution, and <^mbarke(I. He sailed alortg the 
western, coast of Italy, towards Rhcgium; but came ashoFo 
every night, in order to lodge at the villa of some friend. — 
He wa^ in this manner pursuing his voyage into Greece, 
when he wrote the present letter from Velia, a sea-port 
town on the coast of Lucania. 
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tfmn if he were a person of as much conse- 
quence as you and I. However, I by no 
means disapprove of your having called him 
from hence^ in order to superintend the build* 
ings you are carrying on in the LupercaF : for, 
notwithstanding your house at Velia is altoge- 
ther as agreeable as that which you have in 
Rome^ yet I should prefer tlie latter to all the 
possessions you enjoy here. Nevertheless, if 
you should take the opinion of a man whose 
advice you seldom reject, you will not part 
with your patrimony on the banks of the no<- 
ble Heles, nor forsake a villa which had once 
the honour of belonging to Papirius ; an inten- 
tion which the citizens of Velia are in some 
fear lest you should entertain. But although 
it be incommoded, indeed, by the great con- 
pourse of strangers who visit tt)e adjoining 
grove; yet that objection may easily be re- 
moved, you know, by cutting down^ this im* 

* A range of buildings in Ptome, so called from an an- 
cient temple of the same name, which had been formerly 
♦tected upon that spot, to the god Pan. Dion, Halicarn. 1. 2^, 

s Groves were generally consecrated to some divinity ; as 
this seems to have been, by the number of strangers who pro* 
bably frequented it on a religious account. Instead of lu* 
tmu, therefore, which is the reading adopted by Manutiiii!!, 
and tbllowed in the translation, some of the coramentatort 
have thought it should be latum ; because, if it were a conscr 
crated grove, it could not be cot down without cofnmittlng 
au act of impiety. But this objection is founded upon ithe 
mistake that Cicero spoke in a serious sense, what he seems 
plainly to have intended in a ludicrous one. 
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pertinent plantation; which will prove a very 
considerable advantage likewise both to your 
pocket and your prospect. To speak seri- 
ously, it is a great convenience, especially in 
such distracted times as the present, to be pos- 
sessed of an estate which affords you a refiige 
from Rome, in a pleasant and healthy sitiia* 
tion, and in a place where you are so univer- 
sally beloved. To these considerations I wfll 
add, my dear Trebatius, that, perhaps, it may 
be for my advantage also, that you should not 
part with this villa. But, whatever you may 
determine, take care both of yourself and my 
affairs ; and expect to see me, if the gods per- 
mit, before the end of the year. ' 
I have purloined from Sextius Fadius, one of 
Nico's disciples, a treatise which the latter has 
written concerning the pleasures of the palate. « 
Agreeable physician ! how easily will he make 
me a convert to his doctrine 1 Our friend 
Bassus was so jealous of this treasure, that he 
endeavoured to conceal it from me : but I ima- 
gine, by the freedoto of your table-indulgen- 
cies, that he has been less reserved in commu- 
nicating the secrets of it to you. The wind 

has just now turned to a favourable point, ^o 
that I must bid you farewel. 

Velia, July tho 20th. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To the same. 

Yov see the influence you have over me : 
though, indeed, it is not greater than what you 
are justly entitled to, from that equal return of 
friendship you naake to mine. I could not, 
therefore, be easy in the reflection, I will not 
say of having absolutely refused, but of not 
kving complied, however, with the request 
you made me, when we were lately together. 
Accordingly, as soon as I set sail from Velia^ 
I employed myself in drawing up the treatise 
you desired, upon the plan of Aristotle's topics'' : 
as, indeed, I could not look upon a city in 
which you are so generally beloved, without 
being reminded of my friend. I now send you 
the produce of my meditations : which I have 
endeavoured to express with all the perspicuity 
that a subject of this nature will admit. Ne- 
vertheless, if some passages should appear dark; 
you must do me the justice to remember, that 
no science can be rendered perfectly intelli- 

7 The treatise here mentioned, is still extant among Ci- 
cero's works : and appears to be a sort of epitome of what 
Aristotle had long before published upon the same subject. 
The principal design of it is, to point out the several sources 
from whence arguments upon every question may be derived. 

VOL. III. K 
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gible, without tlie assistance of a daster to 
explain and ^pply its ru)es. To send you no 
farther for an instance, than to your own pro- 
fession : could a knowledge of the law be ac- 
quire d merely from books? Undoubtedly it 
could not: for although the treatises whiqh 
have been written upon that subject are ei:- 
tremely numerous ; yet they are by no means 
of themselves sufficient instructors^ without thp 
help of some learned guide to enlighteo their 
obscurities. However, with respect to the ob- 
SjBrvations in the present performance; if yo^ 
give them a frequent and attentive perusal, you 
will certainly he able to enter into their meaq- 
|ng: but the ready application of them can odIj 
be attained by repeated exercise. And in this 
exercise I shall not fail to engage you^ if J, 
should return safe into Italy, and find the re- 
public in a state of repose. Farewel. 

Rhegium*, July th€ 28th. 

^ A sea-port upon the western point of Cdabria, opp#* 
$ke to Sicily : k is now called R^gi9, 






fppK ^Ih Pr CIC£R0* 191 

LETTER XIX. 

[A. U. 709.] 

Brutus and Cassius, Praetors', to Antony, 

-Consul. 

Thjs letter we have received from you is alto- 
gether agreeable to your late contumelious and 
QK^cing edict, and by no means becoming. 
yM to have written to us. We have in no sort, 
Antony^ given you any just provocation : nor 
cpuld we have imagined, that you would loojc 
UDOD it as any thing extraordinary^ if, invesb^d 
fB we are with the high authority of pr^torfi, 
we thought proper, in a public manifesto, to 
ugnify our requests to the consul. But if it 
rajbes your indignation that we presumed to 
take this liberty as prastors, p,llow us to lament 
t^at you 3hould not indulge us in it at least as 
friends. 

W^ receive it as an instance of your justice, 
^ha); you deny ever having complained of our 

^ The praetors could not legally absent themselves from 
JUmne for above ten days, unless they obtained a special dis- 
pensation from the senate for that purpose. Brutus and 
Cassius, therefore, not thinking it safe to trust themselves in 
4^ city, published a sort of manifesto, directed to Antony as 
consul, requesting him to move the senate for this license in 
Adr favour. Antony, instead of complying with their re- 
cpest, seeins to have answered it by publishing a manifesto 
on his part, which was followed, likewise, by a private 
letter ihat produced the present epistle. 

K 8 
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levying troops and contributions, and making 
applications to the armies, both at home and 
abroad, to rise in our defence : a charge, which 
we likewise disavow in every particular. We 
cannot but wonder, however, since you were 
silent upon this head, that you should be so 
little able to command yourself upon another, 
as to reproach us with the death of Cassar. 

We leave it to your own reflections to deter- 
mine what sentiments it ought to create in us, 
that the praetors of Rome, in order to preserve 
the tranquillity and liberties of the common- 
wealth, cannot publish a manifesto declaring 
their desire of retiring from the execution of 
their office, without being insulted by the con- 
sul. Tis in vain, however, that you would in- 
timidate us by your arms : for it would ill be- 
come the spirit we have shewn, to be discou- 
raged by dangers of any kind. As little should 
Antony attempt to usurp an authority over 
those, to whom he is himself indebted for the 
liberty he enjoys. To the free and independent, 
the menaces of any man are perfectly impotent 
Had we a design, therefore, of having recourse 
to arms, your letter would be altogether inef- 
fectual to deter us from our purpose. But you 
are w^U convinced, that no consideration can 
prevail with us to rekindle the flames of a civil 
war : and, perhj&ps, you artfully threw out thes« 
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menaces, in order to persuade the world that 
our pacific measures are the effect^ not of choice, 
but timidity. 

To speak plainly our sentiments ; we wish to 
see you raised to the highest honours : but to 
honours that are conferred by a free republic. 
It is our desire, likewise, not to engage with 
you in any contests: but we must add, that 
die possession of our liberties is of far high^e 
yalue in our esteem than the enjoyment of your 
friendship. Well consider what you undertake^ 
and how far you may be able to carry it into 
execution ; reflecting, not how many years Ca- 
sar was permitted to live, but how short a pe- 
riod he was suffered to reign \ In the mean 
while, we implore the gods to inspire you with 
such counsels as may tend to the advantage 
both of yourself, and of the commonwealth. 
But should they prove otherwise, we wish that 
the consequence may be as little detrimental to 
your own interest, as sjiall be consistent with 
tiie dignity and safety of the republic. 

August the 4th. 

1 Caesar did not continue longer than five months in th« 
peaceable enjoyment of his usurpation : for he returned to 
Rome from the conquest of Pompe/s sons in Spain, in tha- 
moQth of October 708, and was assassinated in the Marcb 
folk>wing« Vcl, Paterc. ii. 59* 
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LETTER XJC. 

[A. U. 709.) 

To Plancus*. 

I HAD left Home, and was actually on wg 

voyage to Greece, when I was recalled by tbe 

general voice of the republic^ : but the conduct 

of Marc Antony, ever since my return, has not 

t 

* 9ohie g^tiehti iccottnt of Plftiiciii b^ ati-eady ^h ^¥^ 
in rein. 6. p. 221^ vol. ii^ In the beginning of tke presem |f«|tf 
he was appointed by Caesar governor of the farther Gaul : 
tclieit hk now Wks; hi the heid of three legibnt. (felk MiS; 
during his reiidence in that prpvijicey to have ibuoiied tbt 
city of Lioiis. tJpon the death of Caesar, to whom lie had 
ie^h waMty attached, Cicero employed all hh afi to 4iA* 
gage him on the side of the senate : and Plancas, after much 
hesiiatioii, at length declared himself accordingly. Biit tEit 
declaration Ieeiti9 to hate been entirely the eflledt cf a fci^lM 
that the rupture between Antony and the senate was upon 
the point of being accommodated: ft iscertain> at least^ t^'ai 
it was not finctre. For Plancus ^oon afterwaiVli teciMiy^d dH 
cause he had thus professed to support, and went over with 
his trbo^js to Ahfony. P%//. :MnnSl. il. 4155. Sfe^C. J^. pi, 
Vtl. Fattrc. n. 63. See Aotb 1 i. p. aS4. of this vol. 

^ The principal motive of Cicero's intended vbya^ ioto 
Greece, was in order to avoia thte danger of takmg part iii 
a civil war, which he apprehended would soon breu:btlt oe* 
tween Antony and young Pompey ; the latter being expected 
from S^in, At the heiki of & considerable army. But JLstiig 
leSavhig Italy lit 9ocviticftl &nd important a conjUBdtlirt 
Alight justly expoii^ hitn to the censUre of unworthily deMirtt 
ingtherepablic; be wiu^tongiaind grfeAtly embarrii^edbetw^^ 
the desire of preserving his charactier on the 6ne side, attrd cf 
securing his person on the other: the two points which seem, 
throughout his whole life, to have held him in perpetual sus- 
pense. However, ho at length embarked : but he no sooner 
sailed, than he repented, as usual, of the step he had takea^ 
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pctttSitted tut! to enjoy a moment of repose. 
Tht fbltjcity (for to call it pride would be im- 
ptrtJng a rite to him which is notliing uncom- 
imm)-^the ferocity of his temper is do excessive, 
Aat he cannot bear a word, or even a look, 
WhfdEi is atiindiated mth the least spirit of liber- 
tjf. It is tWte that fills my heart with a thou- 
wtiA disqtdetudefi : but disquietudes, in which 
Biy'OWii preservation is by no means coftcern- 
etf. 'No, niy friend, I have nothing farther to 
ifb/h with tespect to myself; whether I consi- 
dftf rfltt years to which I am arrived*, the actions 
timt I have ptBffonned, Of the glory (if that may 
bfe tttetttibfled as of afry vfeilue in the actotmt) 
lAtkiAMi they h^ve been crowned. All my 
iftXiety is fo* our <^iintfy dtene; and the more 
«>, my dearPlancus, as the time appobtied fo¥ 

1 I, ■ . ; . « • • ■ . . ■ 

•. .... . . . ^ . 

Sfevert'fielQss, tie pursued his voyage, and arrived in Sicily; 
tola J^Helitisi b^^rop<lsed^tb '^Mtelvover itm XSVe^c^ .^ bvii; 
m. atteinpt^)^ tl^i^ passa]^, ke wfis blown bac^k L^.<;ontr»r/ 
wmds on tlie cbast of Italy. tJponliis going astorei in order 
lfrr«0MliJgjto6dH; he Wosinfo^mi^d, by seine ^Ibe^prio^ipd 
inhabita.Qts pf tl^^t part of the country who were ^ust arrived 
to>ffi'RomeVt?6at there were great hopes Antony Would ac- 
donliii«dacel«fikiili to die general satififactioti o«f« $M paiiiMv 
Tlhis news was followed by a letter from Att/cus, presjdi^g 
ihirto'tWdunc^his intended voykigie,- as 'also 'by an inter- 
view with Brutus, who likewise expressed his disappro- 
l«d(mt$( 4tot} scheme, \5pon f^bf^e tbmid^ni^otti; the!*e- 
Ave, Ikt gave up ail farther thoughts <yf Greece; anid itx^mtM 
4ilitely i^tum^d to Rome. Vid. Ad. Att. xiV. 13; 2d« 
ir^. 19, 80^ dl. SS^ xvi. 6> 7. » 

^ Cicero was, at this time, in his 63d year. 
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your succession to the consular of&ce^ is ro re- 
niote, that it is rather to be wished than ex« 
pected, that we should be able to preserve our 
liberties so long alive. What rational hopes, 
indeed, can possibly be entertained, where a 
commonwealth is totally oppressed by the arms 
of the most violent and outrageous of men, where, 
neither the senate nor the people have any au«. 
thority; where neither laws nor justice prevail; 
and, in one w ord, where there is not the least trace 
or shadow of civil government remaining? 
But as you receive, I imagine, the public ac- 
counts of what is transacted amongst us, I 
need not descend into a detail of particulars. 
Let me rather, in consequence of that affectioQ 
I bear you, and which has been still iocreasing 
from our earliest youth ; let me rather remiqd 
and exhort you, to turn all your thoughts and 
cares towards the republic. If it should not be 
utterly destroyed ere you enter upon the consu- 
lar of&ce, it may, without difficulty, be steered 
right. Though I will add, that much vigilance as 
well as great good fortune must concur, in order 
to preserve it to that desirable period. But I 
hope we may see you here, somewhat before tlutt 

^ Plancus was ia tlie number of those whom Caesar had 
named to the consulate, in that general designation of ma* 
gi^trates which he made a short time before his death. But 
as Piancus stood last in the list, his turn was not to commence 
till the year 711* 
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time shall arrive. Mean while, besides the in^^ 
ducements that arise to me from my regard to 
the well-being of the republic, you may be as- 
sured that, from my particular attachment like- 
wise to yourself, I* shall exert my utmost efforts 
for the advancement of your credit and honours. 
By these means, I shall have the satisfaction to 
discharge, at once, the duties I owe both to my 
country and to my friend : to that country which 
is the object of my warmest affections, and to 
that friend whose amity I would most reli- 
^usly cultivate. 

'I. am extremely rejoiced, though by no 
means surprised, to find that you treat Fumi- 
tt9^ agreeably to his rank and merit Be assur- 
ed that whatever favours you shall think pro- 
per, to confer upon him, I shall consider them 
as so many immediate instances of 'your regard 
toimyself. Farewel. 

^ He was lieutenant to Plancus in GauL 
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LETTER XXI. 

[A. U. 709.3 

DfeciMUiir BAutus, CoMUl elect^ to CitttSi. 

If I ^ntertftined the leadt doubt of your iocUh: 
natioQs to serve me, I c^ould be tntremely cch 
pious ia my solicitation^ for that purpose : tntl 
I have strongly persuackd myself, that m^ iq». 
tarest is already a part of your care. 

I led my army against the iohabitaiila cif 
the Alps^ not so much from an ambitbn of 
being saluted with the title of Imperator\ m^ 
in order to comply with the martial spiriC o£ 
my trOQ^, aad to strengthen their Mtisck'. 
ment to Ow cause. In both these views, ,X 
bave> I think,, succeeded : as the soldiers bavft 
had an opportunity, by this measyfe, aim/fi^ih* 

7 Decimus Brutus was nominated by Caesar to be col- 
league vfiHk PliifCu^ : of wbos^ ti|i)piidimA[]pnt t6 thd consular 
office, mention has been made in rem. 5. on the preceding 
epistle. Soon after the rest of the conspirators found it ne- 
cessary to leavo Rome, Decimus withdrew into Cisalpine 
Gaul, in order to take possession of that province which had 
been allotted to him by Cafsar, and to put himself in a pot* 
ture of defence against the attempts which Antony was medi- 
tating. Shortly after his arrival in that province^ he em- 
ployed his troops in an expedition against certain inhabitants 
of the neighbouring mountains; and having happily executed ' 
this Scheme, he wrote the following letter to request CiceroVi 
suffrage in procuring him those distinctions which the senate 
usually decreed to their successful generals. 

* See vol i. p. 1. rem. 1/ 
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^toitig tbt conmgig Mud the g^mro^ty df their 
general. I was engtg^d tviih th« moM Wftrlilni 
•f these pedple : and hate taken and dMirdy«4 
^TMt nutnbers df their fdrld. Id ihtfrt^ I 
thought the actidfi sufficiently ddii6id«fjMbl«, ,to 
tend tn account of it to the ifi^naii. I fad{M^ 
Itorefori, you ititi $upj[)ort fuy prettfmlt)l!s with 
yMr jiUffr&ge : ttd it will, at the ft&me tilM^ lit 
glt&tiy contributing td tim crlNHt of tM •Mfr' 



LETTER XXIL 

[A. U. 705.] ' 

It 9f of fnti^h coti^^qi^eiace fo IN6 ivM^ «t 
Mft ep^tle^ Wh«lh^r it reached yon Rl an ^tiii^ 
cm, 6k* an tetany hotir. Accdrdfegly, I ftatifr di-^ 
flieted the be^ir to wMch the £bt^6Uhrkble fUtj^^ 
rtfeftt of delivering it irttb ydar hiirtds r M Ihferti i« 
•^ fioaife, toy frfend, wftWi li letter, tto IfeSfs tbiw 
a tisil, ftifey pr6ve fex weinily tinisrcasohafife. Btrt 
Ir &6 shduM obfifertte the ci&uti^ I have enjt)Uidl 
Iftto, kiA this filtdtrki fii^d ycm, ^ I b6pt it WiU; 
{H ii itkUi of fnftid ^rfediy fetiche aind iihdfe* 
fiilrbed; I doubt fl6t ctf yodr ready eotoplitthctf 
MttitM^t^ii^^t iMi |6k)gto hial^ 
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• Lucius LatDia offers hioiself as a candidate^ at 
tbe ensuing election of prsetors. There is no 
man with whom I live in an equal degree of 
fiBimiliarity : as >ve are intimately, indeed, united 
by a long acquaintance. But what greatly, 
likewise, reconunends him to * me is, that no* 
thing. afibrds me more entertainment than his 
company. To this I must add, the infinite 
obligations I received from him in my affair 
with Clodius. He was at that time at the head 
of the equestrian order; and he entered with 
so much spirit into my cause, that the consul 
Gabinius commanded him to withdraw from 
Rome; an indignity never offered before to 
any citizen of the republic. As the world has 
not forgotten what he thus suffered upon my 
account, I am sure it would be the highest 
reproach upon my character if I did not re* 
member it myself: and, therefore, my dear 
friend, be well assured that the good or ill suc- 
cess of Lamia, in his present pursuit, will no 
less sensibly affect me, than if I were person- 
ally concerned. Notwithstanding, therefore, 
the illustrious character which Lamia bears, to- 
gether with the great popularity be has acquired 
by the magnificence of the games he exhibited 
when he was aedile, yet I am labouring with aa 
much assiduity to promote his interesti as if he 
had none of these advantages to re^oqamend 
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him. If then I possess that share in your af- 
fection which I am well persuaded I enjoy; let 
me entreat you to write to Lupus to secure the 
votes of those equestrian centuries, over which 
you bear an unlimited sway. But not to detain 
you with a multiplicity of words, I will con- 
clude all with most sincerely assuring you, that 
although there is nothing, my dear Brutus, 
which I have not reason to expect from your 
friendship; yet you can, in no instance, more 
effectually oblige me, than by complying with 
my present request Fare weL 

LETTER XXIIL 

[A. U. 709.] 

To the same^. 

There is none of my friends with whom I live 
in so strict an intimacy, as with Lamia. To 
say that I am much indebted to his good offi- 
ces, would not be speaking of them in the terms 
they deserve ; for the truth is, (and it is a truth 
of which the whole republic is sensible,) he has 
conferred upon me the highest and most gene- 
rous obligations. Lamia, after having passed 
through the office of aedile with the greatest 
splendour and magnificence, now offers himself 

9 This letter seemis to have been a kind of duplicate of 
4he former ; as it is written to the same person, and upon 
tbe tame occasion. 
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^^ % ceLn4id^te for the pr^etorsbip: imd ^ jp 
illiiver^aUy ^f^^nQ^(\eA^^^ tM he wi^nt^ i^ 
(her iat£re«t upr dignity t;o support h^ pinete«- 
fU)DS. ^owev^r, the opposition be is likely tp 
(D^et with from his cpiDpetifors is so Hro])||^ 
tbdt I hax^e m;9iny fears for the event; w^f 
tii^erefi^ife, thiok myself obliged to be bi« ^iifiir 
r^ji splicitor ppon this occasion. I well kiHiW 
.^w muifAk it is ip your power to sefve mp ifk 
(hi^ affair; and I have no doubt of yoAir ^l^ 
jpnitioo. Be assured theD» my dear ^-utuft 
that you cannot more sensibly oblige IQ^, thflP 
by assisting Lamia in his present pursuit : and 
it is with all the warmth of nay heart that I en- 
treat you to exert your utmost interest for that 
purpose. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIV- 

CA. U. 709.3 

To Gaius Cassius. 

It gives me great pleasure to find that mj late 
speech* has received your approbation. If I 

1 Upon Cicero's return to Rome (see rem. 3. p. 194. o^ 
this vol.) he received a summons from Antony to attend fk 
meeting of the senate, \vhich was to be holden the next mom- 
tng : but as the business of this meeting was to decree ccar* 
tain divine honours to the memory of Caesar, our author ex- 
cused himself from being present. The following day, how- 
ever, Antony being absent, Cicero ventured to appear in the 
tenate : when he delivered the speech to which M hffn ff* 
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QQuhi more frequently eofprpe the same sepU- 
jpeoite, tbe liberties of the repu];}lic might easi- 
ly be recovered. But that far xnQre desperate 
aod detestable scoundrel^ tfaa» he^ at whose 
dej»th you said, '' tl^e nvorst of all viUai^s is ex- 
'^ jpiried/' is watcbiog for a pretence to begp his 
murderous purposes: and his single view^ in 
^rging me uitb having advised the killing of 
(^saxy is merely to excite the veteran soldiers 
•gainst my life. But this is a dang^ irhieh I 
Am pot afraid to hazard, since he gives m#a dwe 
with you in the honour of that glorious deied. 
Hence it is, however, that neither Piso^ who fyr$t 
ventured to inveigh against the measures of ^n- 
tony, nor myself, who made a speech to th^ 
same purpose about a month a£berwa/ds S nor 
jPublius Servilius, who followed my example^ Cfv^ 
any of us appear with safety in the senate. For 
this inhuman gladiator has evidently a desigjii 
upon our lives : and he hop)ed to have rejadered 
me the first victim of his cruel vengeance. With 
this sanguinary view he entered the senate on -the 
19tb of September, having several days b^for^e 
retired to the villa of Metellus, in order to pre- 
pare an inflammatory speech against me^. But 

lodes, and whicli is the first of those that are called his Pkh 
Upfici. See Life of Cic. iii. 81. 
. • Antony. * Caesar. 

^ The speech mentioned in the preceding remark. 
- * It was in answer to this speech that Cicero CQmpoitd 
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who shall reconcile the silent meditations of elo- 
quence with the noisy revels of lewdness and de- 
bauchery? Accordingly, it was the opinion of all 

4 

his audience, (as I have already, I believe, naen- 
tioned to you in a former letter,) that he could 
not so properly be said to have delivered a speech, 
as to have discharged, with his usual indecency, 
the horrid fumes of his scandalous intemperance. 

You are persuaded, you tell me, that my cre- 
dit and eloquence will be able to produce some 
good effect. And some indeed they have produ- 
ced, considering the sad situation of our affairs. 
They have rendered the people sensible, that 
thiere are three persons of consular rank, who, be- 
cause they are in the interest of the republic, and 
have spoken their sentiments in the senate with 
freedom, cannot attend that assembly without 
the danger of being assassinated. And this is all 
the good you are to expect from my oratory. 

A certain relation of yours* is so captivated 
with his new alliance, that he no longer concerns 
himself in the success of your games ; but, on the 
contrary, is mortified to the last degree at those 
peals of applause with which your brother was 

his second Philippic; which, however, he did not deliver. 
For, by the advice of his friends, he absented himself from 
this meeting of the senate, as they did not think it safe for 
him to be present. Manut. 

^ Lepidus is supposed to be the person here meant : as he 
was related to Cassias by his own marriage^ and had latclj 
married his son to Antony's daughter. 
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distinguished ^ Another of your ifamily^ has 
been softened by some grants, which it is pre-* 
tended that Caesar had designed to confer upon 
him.. This, however, might be borne with pa- 
tience : but is it not utterly beyond endurance, 
that there should be a man wlio dares openly 
avow, that he supports the measures of that 
scoundrel Antony, with the hopes that his son 
will be chosen consul when you and Brutus are 
entitled to be candidates for that office? As 
to our friend Lucius Cotta, a fatal despair 
(for. so he terms it himself) has almost entirely 
driven him from the senate. Lucius Caesar, 
that firm and excellent patriot, is prevented 
from coming thither by his ill state of health ; 
and Servius Sulpicius, who is a true friend to 
tfaecause of liberty, and whose authority might 
be of infinite service in the present conjuncture^ 
kf unhappily, absent from Rome. After hav- 
ing mentioned these, I must take the liberty to 
liy/. that I cannot add any others, excepting 
the consuls elect, who may be justly deebied as 
well-wishers to the republic. The truth is, 

^ Brutus and Cassius were obliged, as praetors, to exhibit 
certain games in honour of Apollo, with which the public 
were annually entertained on the third of July ; but as they 
had withdrawn themselves from Rome^ these games were 
conducted by the brother of Cassius. 

* It is not known to whom Cicero alludes in this place^ 
mot in the period immediately following. 

VOL. III. L 
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these are the only persons upon whose ftdviM 
and authority the commonwealth can depend* 
And small, indeed^ would their number be^ 
ef en in the best of times : How unequal, then, 
must their strength be found, to combat against 
the worst? All our hopes, therefore, rest en- 
tirdy apon you and Brutus ; I mean, if yiHt 
have not withdrawn from us with a triew only t» 
your own preservation : for, if that shocM b# 
Ae case, we have nothiisig, alas ! to hope either 
ftom Brutus or from you. But if, on the con- 
trary, you are forming some ^orious eoterpriM^ 
worthy of your exalted characters, I doubt not 
that the republic, by your assistance, will s^ma 
recover her liberties ; and I have only to wiah^ 
tiiat I may not be destroyed ere that happy 
day shall airive. In the mean time, my best 
sm*vices neither are, nor shall be, wanting ta 
your family: and whether they should app^ 
to me for that pmpose, or not, I shall never ML 
to give them proofii of my jfmndshqp toWanli 
you. FttBweL 
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[A. U. 709.] 
To Plancub. 

AeRSEABlY to the friendship v^hic^ subsistsl 
between us, my services should not have been 
wantmg to advance your dignities'^, if I could 
have been present in the senate consistently 
with my h(Hiour or my safety. But no man 
ean freely deliver his opinion in that assembly, 
williout being exposed to the violences of a mi- 
iitarj force, that are licensed to commit their 
outrages with full impunity: and it would ill 
become my rank and character to speak upon 
pnblie affairs, in a place where I am more at- 
tentively observed, and more closely surrounds 
tA, by soldiers than by senators. In any in- 
stance of private concern, my best offices shaR 
not be wanting to you ; nor shall they, indeed^ 
even in those of a public nature, whatever ha- 
zard I may run, where my appearance i^ abso« 
k^y necessary to promote your interest. But 
vbe^r^ jt fmy be equally advanced without my 
ccmcurrence, suffer me, I entreat you, to pay a 
proper regard to my owri *digoHy and preser- 
yation. Farewel. 

7 Tke Qccwoa w w)iich Plaiicus b»d ^ppliod to C\w:9 
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LETTER XXVI. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

The malignant spirit of your friend^ breaks 
out every day with greater and more open vio- 
lence. To instance, in the first place, the statue 
which he has lately erected near the rostrum, 
to Cffisar: under which he has inscribed, To 

THE EXCELLENT FATHER OF HIS COUK- 

try; intimating, that you and your heroic 
associates are to be considered, not only as 
assassins, but parricides. In which number 1 
am likewise included : for this outrageous 
man represents me as the prmcipal adviser aiid 
.promoter of your most glorious enterprise^ 
Would to heaven the charge were true! fpr 
had I been a party in your councils, I should 
have put it out of his power thus to perplex ^s^ 
embarrass our affairs ^ But this was a poio|; 

' • Antony. 

* Cicero frequently reproaches the conspirators with faav- 
ing committed a capital mistake in sparing Antony when 
they destroyed Caesar : an error which our author would hare 
prevented, it seems, had they admitted him into their coun- 
cils. But it may be afiirmed/ (and upon the authority of 
Cicero himself 1) that nothing could have been more unjusti- 
fiable than to have rendered Antony a joint victim with Cae* 
sar. 'Tis true, there was an ancient law subsisting, by which 
every one was authorised to lift up his sword against the man 
who should discover any designs of invading the public liber- 
ties. But Antony was so far from having given indications 
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which depended upon yourselves to determine : 
and, since the opportunity is now over, I can 
only wish that I were capable of giving you 
any effectual advice. But the truth is, I am 
utterly at a loss in what manner to act myself : 
for to what purpose is resistance, where on« 
caonot oppose force by force ? 

It is evidently the intent of Caesar's party to 
Vevenge his death. And, accordingly, Antony 
being on the 2d of October last presented to 
the people by Canutius^, mentioned the gene- 
rous deliverers of our country in terms that 
traitors alone deserve. He scrupled not to as- 
sert, likewise, that you had acted entirely by 
my advice ; and that Canutius, also, was under 
the same influence. He had the mortification, 
however, to leave the rostrum with great dis- 
grace. In a word, you may judge what are the 
designs of this faction, by their having seized 
the appointments of your lieutenant^ : for does 
not their conduct, in this instance, sufficiently 

«f this kiod at Caesar's death, that Cicero, in a letter written 
to Atticus soon afterwards, tells him, he looked upon An- 
tony as a roan too much devoted to the indulgencies of a 
luxurious life, to be inclined to form any schemes destruc- 
tive of the public repose : qtiem qmdem ego (says he) epida^ 
rMm magU arhitror roHonem hdberey quam qvidqwm maU cth 
gitare. Plut. in vit. Publicol. Ad Att. vi. 3. 

® He was one of the tribunes for the present year. 

* As proconsul of Syria; to which province Cassiuswas 
probably on his way when this letter was writ^. 
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deckrA) that they considered tbid moiMy a| 
going to be remitted to a public €fneitiy? 
Wretched condition, indeed! thAt we, who 
horned to submit to a master, should tncM 
ignobly crouch to one of our fellow dla^i^til 
Nevertheless, I am still iif^liued to flatter nay* 
self, that we are not quite deprived of all hoptl 
of being delivered by your heroic e^oris. Bujt 
Where then^ let tne ask, are your troops ? AlkT 
with this question I wilt conclude tfiy letter i 49 
I had rather leByt the rest to be suggested by 
your Own reflections, than by mine. Farew^;» 

LETTER XXVII. 

tA. tr. 705.] 

To CoaNiFicius. 

SvbAtORtcs has given me an ampte account 
.5f the sad situation of affairs in your proviooe^ 
Oh, my friend) what insufierable outrages «ft 
Committed in every part of the Roman dotni^ 
nions! But those which have been offered to 
^\!ir^elf are 'so much the Its/s tt) be borne, ftl 
ibey iftre ag^aveted by the superior venera^- 
1^m which is due td ybur illustrious tank a»i 
ichiMcter^ Notwithstanding, therefore^ that 
your great and generous spirit may incline ytyk 
to look upon these insults with calmness, and, 

< or Afriica. See rem. 6. p. 6^ . of thfe Vdl. 
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perhaps, with iodiffereoce, yet you ought by no 
memsas to suffer them to pafis unchastised. 

Hie news of Eome, I w^ll know, is negularly 
tamsmitted to you ; other wise I would take upon 
vyielf to be ycnsr informer ; and particularly of 
the l»te attempt of Octanos^. The &ct laid to 
Us charge is ccmsidered/by the populace as a 
nene fiction of Antony, m order to ^n a pne- 
(enoe to seize upon the young man's estate, fiat 
the more paKtrating and better sort, not only 
credit the report, but highly approve the design. 
bideed, the hopes of the republic are greatly 
tmued towards Octavkis ; as ti^^re is nothii^ 
ndiich bds generous thint of ^ory, 'tis believed, 
vitt not aaiinale bim to perfimn. My friend Ao- 
UHij, at the same time, is bo sensible of his l:)eiog 
|QMrally detestad, that although he discovered 

a ^^ OctaviuSy in order to maintain by stratagem wliat he 
'^iMuU act gain by force, fimsed a dengn againyt Antonyms 
^ life^ waA actually provided certain slaves to assassinate 
* bim, who were discovered and seized with their poniards 
*^ im AMovfs bMise." Tkw far Dr. Mi«ldleton ; wiio might 
have added (as a learned critic has remarked), that Cicero 
UnoBcl^ together mth his nephew Quintus, were charged by 
^l^aHspgr tvt^ beii^g accomplices in this plot ; and that the 
chiai^e appears to have been true. For though, in the present 
Irtter, indeed, Cicero talks of this afiair as if he was no 
jTjHrn*Tfr" acquainied with it tha,n by ^ooiinon report; yet, 
in a speech which he afterwards made in the senate, when 
Aaicny Imi 3e6xed m^ Ottulf taking notice of the above- 
mmn^mmA iMscaMitiQii, he i^ows and gkitries in the char|^. 

Mi Bntf. p. 142. PiU^i>. iii. 7i 8. 
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the assassins in his house, yet he would not ven* 
ture to make the affair public. He set out for 
Bruudisium on the 9th of October, in order to 
meet the four legions^ that are returning from 
Macedonia ; he hopes, by bribing them over to 
his interest, to conduct them to Rome, 9nd with 
their assistance to fix the yoke upon our necks. 
Thus you see the situation of the republic!, if a 
republic, indeed, it may with any propriety be 
called, where all is in a state of intestine wan . I 
frequently lament your fortune, in having been 
born so late, as never to have tasted the happi- 
ness of living in a sound and well-regulated com- 
monwealth. You remember the time, however, 
when there was a prospect, at least, of better days ; 
but now that prospect is no more ! How in truth 
should it any longer subsist, after Antony dared 
to declare, in a general assembly of the people, 
that ^^ Canutius affected to rank himself with 
" those ^ who could never appear in Rome, so 
** long as he preserved his life and authority.** 
But tlianks to philosophy for having taught me. 
to endure this and every other mortification^ 
which human nature can possibly suffer ; and, id- 
deed, it has not only cured me of all my disquie- 

^ These were part of that army which Caesar intended to 
lead against the Parlhians, and which he had sent before him 
into Macedonia, to wait his- arrival for that purpose. 

5 The conspirators. 
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tudes, but armed my breast against every fu- 
ture assault of fortune. And let me advise you 
to fortify yourself with the same resolution; 
in the full persuasion, that nothing but guilt 
deserves to be considered as a real evil. But 
tliese are reflections which you know much 
better how to make, than I can instruct you. 

Stratorius has always been highly in my es* 
teem ; but he has rendered himself more parti* 
cularly so, by the great diligence, fidelity, and 
judgment he discovers in the management of 
your affairs. Take care of your health, as the 
most pleasing instance ^ou can give me of your 
'friendship. Farewel. 

LETTER XXVIIL 

[A. U. 709.] 

To the same. 

My very intimate and most accomplished 
friend Caius Anicius, has obtained a titular 
legation ^ into Africa, in order to transact some 
business relating to his private concerns in that 
province. Let me, therefore, entreat your best 
offices to him upon all occasions, and that you 
would give him your assistance, for the more 
easy and expeditious dispatch of his affairs* But 
above all (as it is superior to all in my friend's 

< See rem. 8. p. 84. of this voU 
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estiination) I iec»aitnend the digoky of hii 
rank and character to your peculiar regpvd; 
and accordingly I make it my request, tlMt 
jou would appoiot lictors to attend hioD. Tbm 
is a compliment which I always spontaneousty 
paid» during my own proconsulate, to those of 
senatorial rank, who came into my provinoe; 
and which I have ever, likewise, myself re* 
ceired upon tbe same occasions ; as, indeed* It 
is what I have both heard and observed to have 
been generally practised by proconsuls of tke 
greatest distinction. You will act, then, in 
the same manner^ my dear Cornificius^ in the 
present instance, if I have any shaj^ in your 
affection ; and in all other respects will consult 
tbe honour and interest of my friend ; assuring 
yourself that you cannot confer upon me a 
more acceptable service, Farewel. 

LETTER XXIX. 

[A. U. 709.3 

To Tiro. 

I s£fi into your scheme : you have a design 
that^^uir letters, as well as mine\ should maJco 
Ibeir appearance in public. B^K tell me^ boar 

7 It appears, from an epistle to At(icus, that Cicero h|id 
fomneda design, al>9ut this t¥m% of pulili»hiiig a coUecUmi 
of his letters. It is probable, however, that the greater part 
of those whidijtrtjipw osfttot »ez)a<«i»it ibto the world at 
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happened it, that you^ u^ho are wont to be the 
supreme judge and critic of my writings, should 
be guilty of so inaccurate an expresssion, as to 
desire me ^' faithfully^ to preserve my health?" 
That adverb surely can have no business there; 
Ht it8 proper employment is to attend upon 
mne word that imports a moral obiigatioo. 
In figurative l^uiguage, its use, indeed, is vari- 
jma ; as it may be applied even to inanimate and 
imeltectu^ objects, provided (as Theophras- 
tus observes) the metaphor be not too bold 
and untiatural. But we will reserve this for a 
jNHversation when we meet. 

Demetrius has been here : but I had the ad* 
dress to avoid both him and his retinue. — 
Doubtless, you will regret that you lost the 

different times, and by different bands, after bis decease : 
as there are many of tbem which one can scarce suppose 
that either himself, or any friend who had a regard to hit 
memory, would have sufl^red to come abroad. Vid. Ad. 
Att xvi. 5. 



^ It is impvttible, perhaps, to determine, preciself , 
in the impropriety of this expression consisted; as it does 
ntJt appear from the original wh^etherTiro spt>ke of his tmt^ 
Jbralth or of iTicero's. In the trans2ttioii| however, 14; is «p« 
plied to the latter; as it seems to render the expression lest 
triUcally jtist. For as Tiro was Cicero's slave, the care trf 
1h8 h^akh was a duty which the former owed to the latter^ 
as a necessary means of enabling him to perform those seiy 
^rkiss to which Cicero had a rtght. A-ccordit«|^ diereXfoM^ 
la our author's own remark, concemit^ the literal use af 
the word^dclis, Tiro might very properly have applied it ii| 
^e sense hieiis«M)ntioiied. B«ittberew'aiiio«iie<iiiui|yo«pifig 
from the master to the slavey and consequently Tiro cou^ 
not, iti strict propriety, lave applied \l lio Cicer)C>. 
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opportunity of seeing him. It is an opportm 
nity, however, which you may still recover: 
for, he returns, it seems, to-morrow. AcGordi* 
ingly, I purpose to leave this plaqe the next 
morning. 

I am extremely uneasy about your healthy 
and entreat you not to omit any means that 
may contribute to its re-establishment. It is 
thus that you will render me insensible of your 
absence, and abundantly discharge all the seiv 
vices I require at your hands. : 

I am obliged to your good offices towards 
Cuspius; for I greatly interest myself in the 
success of his affairs. Adieu. 



LETTER XXX. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To CORNIFICIUS, 

QuiNTUS TuRius, who was an African mer- 
chant of great probity, as well as of an ho- 
nourably family, is lately dead. He has ap- 
pointed Cneius Saturninus, Sextus Aufidius, and 
Caius Anneius, together with Quintus Con- 
sidius Gallus, Lucius Servilius Posthumus, and 
Caius Rubellius, all of them men of the same 
worthy character as himself, his joint heirs. I 
find you have already treated them in so gene- 
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^rous a manner, that they have more occasion 
for my acknowledgments to you, than my re- 
commendation : and; indeed, the favours they 
gratefully profess to have received from your 
hands^ are more considerable than I should 
have ventured, perhaps, to request. Never- 
Aieless, as I perfectly well know the regard you 
pay to my recommendation, I will take cou* 
rage, and entreat you to add to those services 
which you have already, without my solicita- 
tiori^ so liberally conferred upon them. But 
what I am particularly to desire is, that you 
iKOuld hot suffer Eros Turius, the testator's 
freedman, to continue to embezzle his late pa* 
iron's efiects. In every other instance, also, I 
recoinmend their interest to your protection; 
assuring you that you will receive much satis- 
faction from the regard and attachment of these 
my illustrious friends. Again and again, there^ 
fore, I very earnestly recommend them to your 
good offices. Farewel. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul elect 

Whek our friend Lupus arrived with jtmt 
diapatcb€9, 1 bad retired from Hcmie^ to a plteci 
where I thought I could be most seciftie from 
danger. For this reason, notwithstaoding bm 
took care that your letter ^ should be deliverad 
into my bands, and continufid some daya in 
the city, yet he returned without receiviag ny 
answer. However, I came back hitber on tha 
9tb of this month ^, when I immediately, as mf 
first and principal concern, paid a visit to Pan* 
sa^ ; from whom I had the satisfaction of hear- 
ing such an account of you as was most agree* 
aUe to my wishes. As you wanted not any 
axbortations to engage you in the noblest etk* 

^ Soon after Cicero's late return to Rome, (see rem. 3. 
p. 134. of this vol.) he came to an open rupture with An- 
tony. He found it necessary, therefore, for his security^ 
to remove from the city to some of his villas near Naples. 
Life of Cie. iii. 87. 

I The same, probably, which stands the 21st in the 
present book, p. 138. 

' December. Antony had just before left Rome, in oiw 
der to march his army into Cisalpine Gaul. Upon the newt 
of this retreat, Cicero immediately returned to the citjr. 
tdf'cofCic. iii. 98. 

' Consul elect for the ensuing year. 
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terprbe^ that stands recorded in history ; so I 
am persuaded they are altogether unnecessary 
in the present conjuocture. It may not be 
improper, neTertbdess, just to intimate, that the 
whole expectatioQs of the Roman people, and 
«U their hopes of liberty, are entirely fixed up*- 
m yoo. If you oxistantly bear in mind (what 
I wtll know is ever in your thou^ts) the glo* 
noas piurt yoo have already achieved^ most un«> 
doubttdly you can never forget how much 
there atUl remains for you to perform. In £ict; 
should that man to whom I always declared 
myself a friend, till he openly and forwardly 
took up arms against the republic ; should An- 
tony possess himself of your province ^ I see. 
aot the least possibility of our preservation. I 
Join my earnest intercessions, therefore, with 
those of the whole republic, that you would 
fiDish what you have so happily begun, and de» 
iver us for eveir from the tyranny of a despo* 
tic government This patriot-task belongs 
particularly to yourself; and Rome, or, to 
ipeak more properly, every nati(»i tfaroughoot 
fbe world, not only expects, but requires, their 
4diveraace at your hands. But I am sensible 
(aa I have already said) that you need no ex<* 

4 The kOling of Cesar. 
* CiMll^iiM GaU. 



160 THE LETTERS BOOK XII. 

hortations to animate you for this purpose. - 1 
will spare my admonitions, therefore, and rathev 
assure you (what, indeed, is more properly my 
part), that my most zealous and active services 
shall always be exerted for your interest. Be 
well persuaded then, that, not only for the sake 
of the republic, which is dearer to me than my 
life, but from my particular regard likewise to 
yourself, I shall omit no opportunity of for- 
warding your glorious designs, and of pro* 
moting those honours you so. justly deserve*, 
Farewel. 



LETTER XXXIL 

[A.U. 709.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

There is no man that cultivates my friend- 
ship with greater marks of esteem than Sextus 
Aufidius ; nor is there any of equestrian rank 
who bears a more distinguished character.' 
The strictness of his morals is so happily tem- 
pered with the sweetness of his disposition; 
that he unites the severest virtue with the 
easiest and most engaging address. I recom^ 
mend his affairs in Africa to you, with the ut- 
most warmth and sincerity of my heart. You 
will extremely oblige me, therefore, by shewing 
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liim that you pay the highest regard to my re- 
^romoiendation ; and I very earnestly entreat 

jfou, ipy dear Cornificius, to comply with this 

request. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul elect 

Marcus Seius has, I suppose, informed you 
what my sentiments were at the conference 
which Lupus held at my house with Libo, your 
relation Servilius, and myself; as he was pre- 
sent during the consultation. And, though 
Greceius immediately followed him, he can 
give you an account of all that passed after 
Seius set out^ 

The grand and capital point, which I could 
wish you to be well convinced of, and ever to 
bear in your mind, is ; that in acting for the se- 
curity of our common liberties, you ought 
by no means to wait the sanction of the se- 
nate; as that assembly is not yet sufficiently 
free and uncontrolled in its deliberations. To 
conduct yourself by a contrary principle, would 

^ The principal intent of this consultation seems to have 
been to determine, whether Decimus Brutus should venture, 
without the express sanction of the senate, to act offensively 
against Antony ; who was at this time on his march to dis- 
possess Brutus of Cisalpine Gaul. 

VOL. III. M 
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but consider you as recommending my own 
honours to my protection, when you request 
me to be the guardian of yours ; for, be assured, 
they are equally my concern. It will give me 
great pleasure, therefore, to find, that you doubt 
not of my promoting them, upon every occa- 
sion, to the best of my zeal and judgment. Ac- 
cordingly, although I had purposed not to ap- 
pear in the senate before the first of January 
next, yet the tribunes of the people having, on 
that very day on which your manifesto' was 
published, issued out a proclamation for a 
meeting of the senate on the 20th of this 
month ^ in order to move that a guard might 
be appointed for the security of the consols 
elect*; my affection towards you induced mc 
to change my resolution, and I determined to 
attend. I thought, indeed, it would be a most 
unpardonable omission, if the senate should be 
holden without taking notice of your inesti- 
mable services to the republic, as it unques- 
tionably would have been if I had not attended ; 
or that I should not be present to support any 
decree that might happen to be proposed for 
the advancement of your honours. For this 

« The purport of this manifesto of Deciraus Brutus, was 
to declare his resolution of endeavouring to preserve the 
province of Cisalpine Gaul, over which he presided,, in its 
allegiance to the republic. Philip, iii. 4, 

* December. * Hirtius and Pansa. 
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reason, I came early into the senate; and my 
presence brought together a great number of 
the members. I will leave it to your other 
friends, to inform you what I there said to your 
advantage ; as well as of the speech which I 
afterwards made to the same purpose, in a very 
numerous assembly of the people ^ In the mean 
time, let me entreat you to believe, that I shall 
most zealously embrace every opportunity of 
contributing to the increase of those dignities 
you already possess ; and although I am sen- 
sible I shall meet with many rivals in my good 
offices for this purpose, yet I will venture to 
claim the first rank in that honourable list. 
Farewel. 



* These two speeches are the third and fourth of the Phi- 
lippics. The senate, amongst other decrees which they 
passed upon this occasion, approved and ratified the mea- 
suieswhich Dccimus Brutus had taken in Cisalpine Gaul for 
the defence of that province. Philip, iv. 4'. 



fi 
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be to condemn the first glorious steps you took 
for the deliverance of the common wealthy and 
which were so much the more illustrious, as 
they were unsupported by the formal suffrage 
of public authority. It would be to declare, 
that the measures of young Ctesar are rash and 
ill-considered; who, in the same unauthorised 
manner, has undertaken the important cause of 
the commonwealth'^. In a word, it would be 
to shew the world that you thought those brave 
and worthy veterans your fellow-soldiers, to- 
gether with the fourth and martial legiuos^ 
had judged and acted irrationally, in deeming 
their consul an enemy to his country, and con- 
secrating their arms to the service of the 



^ When Antony set out for Brundisiura, in order to meet 
the legions which were returning from Macedonia, as hai * 
been related in the 27th letter of this book, Octavius went 
amongst those veteran soldiers to whom Caesar had granted 
settlements in Campania. From these he drew together, at 
his own expense, and by his private authority, a very consi- 
derable body of troops to oppose Antony, if he had thought 
proper to have made any attempts upon Rome with the Ma* 
cedonian legions. FAilip. ii. 2. 12, Ad AH, xvL 8. 

• The Roman legions were originally named according to 
the order in which they were raised, as xYiefirsty the iecond, 
&c* But as those legions which were occasionally raised in tKe 
provinces, were distinguished likewise in the same manner, 
it was usual to add to this numeral designation some other, 
for the sake of avoiding confusion. This latter denomination 
was generally taken either from the country in which thej* 
served, as the legio Parthica^ or from the name of the gene- 
ral who levied them, as the legio Augusta ; or from the name 
of some divinity, as, in the present instance, the hgio Martia. 
Rom. dc Anticj, Rom, p. §66, 
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public ^ To pursue measures which are agree- 
able to the geueral sense of the senate, may be 
ivell considered as acting under their express 
authority; when it is fear alone tliat restrains 
thesQ from signifying their approbation in a 
^Mnnal manner. In fine, you can no longer he- 
sitate, whether you should be guided by the 
jirinciple I am recommending , as you have in 
two fitrong instances been governed by it al* 
Teady; first, on the ides of March, and lately 
ivhen you raised your troops. Upon the whole 
then, you ought to be both disposed and pre. 
jBxed to act, not merely as you shall be com. 
sumded, but in such a manner as to render 
your achievements the subject of universal ad- 
ittratioii and applause. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To the same. 

Oua friend Lupus very punctually delivered 
your commands and your letter to me, the next 
iBoraing after his arrival in Rome ; which was 
in six days after his leaving Mutina^ I cannot 

• These two legions (part of those which arrived from 
Macedonia) refused the offers which Antony made to them 
at Brundisium, and afterwards joined themselves with Octa- 
vios. Ad Att. xvi. 8. Phili'p. iii. 3. 

1 A city in Cisalpine Gaul, where Decimus Brutus was 
shortly afterwards besieged by Antony. It is now called 

u 8 
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but consider you as recommending my own 
honours to vtiy protection, when you reqaest 
me to be the guardian of yours ; for, be assured, 
they are equally my concern. It will give me 
great pleasure, therefore, to find, that you doabt 
not of my promoting them, upon every occar 
sion, to the best of my zeal and judgment. Ac- 
cordingly, although I had purposed not to ap- 
pear in the senate before the first of January 
next, yet the tribunes of the people having, on 
that very day on which your manifesto' was 
published, issued out a proclamation for a 
meeting of the senate on the 20th of this 
month ^, in order to move that a guard might 
be appointed for the security of the constils 
elect*; my affection towards you induced me 
to change my resolution, and I determined to 
attend. I thought, indeed, it would be a most 
unpardonable omission, if the senate should be 
holden without taking notice of your inesti- 
mable services to the republic, as it unques- 
tionably would have been if I had not attended ; 
or that I should not be present to support any 
decree that might happen to be proposed for 
the advancement of your honours. For this 

< The purport of this manifesto of Deciraus Brutus, was 
to declare his resolution of endeavouring to preserve the 
province of Cisalpine Gaul, over which he presided, in its 
allegiance to the republic. Philip, iii. 4, 

* December. * Hirtius and Pansa. 
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reason, I came early into the senate; and my 
presence brought together a great number of 
the members. I will leave it to your other 
friends, to inform you what I there said to your 
advantage; as well as of the speech which I 
afterwards made to the same purpose, in a very 
numerous assembly of the people ^. In the mean 
tune, let me entreat you to believe, that I shall 
most zealously embrace every opportunity of 
contributing to the increase of those dignities 
you already possess ; and although I am sen- 
sible I shall meet with many rivals in my good 
offices for this purpose, yet I will venture to 
claim the first rank in that honourable list 
Farewel. 

* These two speeches are the third and fourth of the Phi- 
lippics. The senate, amongst other decrees which they 
passed upon this occasion, approved and ratified the mea- 
sures which Decimus Brutus had taken in Cisalpine Gaul for 
the defence of that province. Philip, iv. 4>. 



* 



''J 



l66 TBB LETTBttS BOOK Xtt* 

LETTER XXXV. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To CoRNIflCIUS. 

I AM waging war here against that mo^t itA^ 
quitous of all sanguinary ruffians, my col*- 
league* Antony; but by no means, however, 
upon equal terms ; as I have nothing but my 
tongue to oppose to his arms. He ventured, 
in a speech which he lately made to the people^ 
to throw out some bitter invectives against 
you. But his insolence did not pass unchas* 
tised; and he shall have still farther reason to 
remeinbei^, against whom it is that he has thus 
pointed his injurious attacks. But as youf 
other friends, I imagine, supply you with ac- 
counts of our transactions, I should ratbeiT 
inform you what turn affairs are likely to take; 
and, indeed, it is a point of no very difficult 
conjecture. The republic labours under a total 
oppression; her friends are without a leader, 
and our glorious tyrannicides are dispersed into 
different and distant quarters. Pansa means 
well to the commonwealth, and delivers his sen- 
timents with great spirit and freedom. Hirtius 
recovers but slowly '^; and, in truth, I know 

* Antony and Cicero were colleagues as members of the 
college of Augurs. 

7 Pansa and Hirtius, as has already been noted, wtre 
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DOt what to think of him. Our only hope is, 
that the people at last ^^ill be awakened from 
their lethargy, and act with a spirit becoming 
the descendants of their heroic ancestors. For 
my^If) at least, I will never be wanting to my 
country ; and whatever misfortune may attend . 
tt>e commonwealth after I have exerted my best * 
efibrts to prevent it, I shall bear it with perfect 
equanimity. You may depend, likewise, upon 
mj supporting you in your rank and dignities, . 
to the utmost of my power. Accordingly, in 
tti assembly of the senate, which was holden 
on tlie 20th of this month®, I proposed (among 
other nelcessary and important articles, which I 
eanried by a great majority) that the present 
proconsuls should be continued in their respec- 
tive governments ; and that they should be or- 
dered not to resign them into other hands, thaa 
tliose which the senate should appoint. I made 
this motion, not only as thinking it highly 
expedient for the interest of the republic, 
l)ut with a particular view also of preserving 
you in your provincial command ^ Let me 

consuls elect for the approaching year. The latter, about 
this time, was attacked by a most dangerous sickness; and 
his health was esteemed of so much importance at this junc- 
ture to the commonwealth, that public vows were put up for 
his recovery. Philip, vii. 4. 

• December. 

® Antony, a short time before he left Rome in order to 
march against Decimus Brutus, had procured an illegal dig« 
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exhort you^ then, for the sake of our country, 
and let me conjure you by your regard to my- 
self, not to suffer any man to usurp the least 
part of your authority; but, in every instance, to 
maintain the dignity of your rank and character, 
as aN possession which nothing can countervail. 
If' To deal with you agreeably to that sincerity 
which our friendship requires, I must tell you, 
that all the world would have highly applaud- 
ed your conduct, if you had complied with my 
advice in regard to Sempronius. But the affair 
is now over; and in itself, indeed, it was a 
matter of no great importance. It is of the 
utmost, however, that you should employ, as I 
hope you will, every possible means to retain 
your province in its allegiance. I would add 
more, but your courier presses me to dispatch : 
I must entreat you, therefore, to make my ex- 
cuses to Cherippus, for not writing to him by 
this opportunity. Farewel. 

tribution of the provinces among his friends; by which Caiut 
Calvisius was appointed to succeed Cornificius in Africa. 
PhUip, iii. Pigh^ Aimal, ii. p. 465. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

[A. U. 709 ] 

QuiNTUS Cicero to Tiro. 

Your letter brought with it a very strong, 
though silent reproof, for my having thus long|| 
omitted writing to you. I coukl not, indeed, 
but be sensible how much I had lost by my 
negligence, when I observed that those points 
which my brother (from tenderness, perhaps, 
or haste) had but slightly touched in his let- 
ter, were faithfully represented in yours, in all 
their genuine colours. This was particularly 
the case, in respect to what you mentioned 
concerning the consuls elect*. I know, indeed, 
that they are totally sunk in sloth and de- 
bauchery : and if they should not recede from 
the helm, we are in the utmost danger of being 
irrecoverably lost. I was myself a witness, 
during a summer's campaign with them in Gaul, 
that they were guilty of such actions, and 
within sight too of the enemy's camp, as are 
almost beyond all belief: and I am well per- 
suaded, unless we should be better supported 
than we are at present, that the scoundrel An- 
tony will gain them over to his party, by ad- 
mitting them as associates in his licentious 

* Pansa and Hirtius. 
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pleasures. The truth of it is, the republic must 
necessarily either throw herself under the pro- 
tection of the tribunes, or employ some private 
hand to defend her cause : for as to these noble 
consuls of Qurs, one of them is scarce worthy 
j^lo preside over Caesena* ; and I would not trust 
^ ^the other with superintending the paltry ho- 
vels of Cossutius*. 

I hope to be with you towards the latter end 
of this month. In the mean while, let me re^ 
peat what I have often said, that I tenderly 
love you. My impatience to see you is, indeed^ 
so immoderate, that if our first meeting were 
to happen in the midst of the forum, I should 
not forbear to transgress the rules of good 
breeding, and most warmly embrace you in 
the presence of the whole assembly. Farewel. 

^ ''An obscure town in Italy, situated upon the Papii, 
** a river which empties itself into the Adriatic, between 
" Ufens and the Rubicon/' Mr, Ross. 

* Who this person was, is unknown. Pique and preju- 
dice seem to have had a considerable hand in the draught 
which Quintus has here delineated of the two^consuls. That 
Pansa and Hirtius were inficted with the fashionable vices 
of the ago, ?s altogether probable ; but that they wanted ei- 
ther spirit or capacity for action, is by no means true; at 
will evidently appear in the farther progress of these 
letters. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 



[A. U. 705.] 



Cicero, the Son', to his dearest Tiro, , M 

After having been in daily and earnest ex- 
pectation of your couriers, they are at length, 
to my great satisfaction, arrived, having per- 
&>niied their voyage in forty-six days from the 
time they left you. The joy 1 received from 
my dear father's most affectionate letter, was 
crowned by the very agreeable one which at- 
tended it from yourself. 1 can no longer repent, 
therefore, of having neglected writing to you ; 
as it has proved a mean of furnishing me with 
an ample proof of your good-naturq ; and it is 
mith much pleasure I find that you admit the 
apology I made for my silence. 

That the advantageous reports you. have 
heard of my conduct, were perfectly agreeable, 
my dearest Tiro, to your wishes, I can by no 



3 He was at this time pursuing his studies at Athens, un- 
der the direction of Cratippus, one of the most celebrated 
philosophers of the peripatetic sect. If young Cicero had 
not the talents of his father, his genius, however, seems by 
Ro means to have been contemptible; and the present letter, 
written when he was but nineteen years of age, is a full con- 
futation of those who have charged him with a want of sense, 
t?cn to a degree of stupidity. See p. 320. of this vol. 
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means doubt : and it shall be my constant en<- 
deavour to confirm and increase the general 
good opinion which is thus arising in my fa- 
vour. You may venture, therefore, with great 
confidence, 40 be, what you obligingly pro- 
mise, the herald of my fame. Indeed, I reflect 
-with so much pain and contrition of mind on 
the errors into which my youth and inexperi- 
ence have betrayed nie, that I not only look 
upon them with abhorrence, but cannot bear 
even to hear them mentioned : and I am well 
convinced that you take a part in the uneasi- 
ness which I suffer from this circumstance. It 
is no wonder you should be solicitous for the 
welfare of a person whom both interest and in- 
clination recommend to your good wishes, as I 
have ever been desirous you should partake of 
all the advantages that attend me. But if my 
conduct has formerly given you pain, it shall 
henceforward, be assured, afibrd you reason to 
think of me with double satisfaction. 

I live with Cratippus, rather as his son than 
his pupil ; and not only attend his lectures with 
pleasure, but am extremely delighted with the 
peculiar sweetness of his conversation. Accord- 
ingly I spend whole days in his company, and 
frequently, indeed, the most part of the night, 
as I entreat him to sup with me as often as his 
engagements will permit. Since the introduction 
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of this custom, he every now and then unex- 
pectedly steals in upon us while we are at table; 
and, laying aside the severity of the philosopher, 
enters with great good-humour into all the mirth 
and pleasantry of our conversation,^ Let me re- 
quest you, then, to hasten hither as soon as pos-'^:, . 
sible, in order to enjoy with us the society ofy ^ 
this most agreeable and excellent man. As to * 
Bruttius, I never suffer him to be absent from 
me a single moment. His company is as enter- 
taining as his conduct is exemplary; and he 
perfectly well knows how to reconcile mirth 
and good-humour with the serious disquisitions 
of philosophy. I have taken a house for him 
near mine, and assist his narrow fortunes as far 
as my slender finances will admit^ 

I have begun to declaim in Greek, under 
Cassius, as I choose to employ myself in Latin 
exercises of that kind with Bruttius. I live in 
great familiarity also with those learned and 
approved friends of Cratippus, whom he brought 
with him from Mitylene, and pass much of my 
time likewise with Epicrates, one of the most 
considerable persons in Athens, together with 
Leonides, and several others of the same rank 



^ The allowance which Cicero made to his son, durin? 
his residence at Athens, was about 700/. a-year. Vid. M 
AtU xvi. 1. 
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aad merit — ^Thus I have given you a general 

sketch of my life . 

r 

As to what you mention concerning Gorgias, 
notwithstanding that he was of service to me in 
my oratorical exercises, yet my father's com- 
mands were superior to all other considerations : 
and as he peremptorily wrote to me that I should 
w immediately dismiss him^, I have obeyed hb 
injunctions. I would not suffer myself, indeed^ 
to hesitate a moment, lest my reluctance should 
raise ajay suspicions in my father to my disad* 
vantage. Besides, I thought it would ill be- 
come me to take upon myself to be a judge of 
the propriety of his orders. I am extremely 
obliged to you, however, for the friendly advice 
you give me in this affair. 

I very readily admit the excuse you make on 
account of your want of leisure, perfectly well 
knowing how much your time is generally en- 
gaged. I am extremely glad to hear that you 
have bought a farm, and wish you much joy 
of the purchase. But you must not wonder 
that I deferred my congratulations to this part of 
my letter ; for you will remember it was about 

• This unworthy tutor had encouraged his pupil in a pas- 
sion for drinking; a vice in which the young Cicero, how sin- 
cere 9oever he might have been in his pres^'nt resolves, most 
thamet'uliy signalised himself in his more mature years*-— 
Pint, in vit. tie. Plin. Hist. Nat. xiv. 22. 
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the same place in yours that you communicated 
to me the occasion of them. You have now a 
retreat from all the fatiguing ceremonies of the 
city, and are become a Roman of the true old 
rural kind''. I take pleasure in fi^ring. you to 
myself in the midst of your country employ- 
ments, buying your tools of husbandry, dealing 
out your orders to your bailiff, and carefully ■ 
treasuring up the fruit-seeds from your dessert 
To be serious, I sincerely join with you in re- 
gretting that I could not be of service to you 
upon this occasion. But be assured, my dear 
Tiro, I shall not fail to assist you, if ever for- 
tune should put it in my power ^ especially as I 
api sensible you made this purchase with a view 
to my use as well as your own. 

I am obliged to your care in executing my 
commission. I desire you would see that I have 
a writer sent to me who understands Greek, as I 
lose much time in transcribing my lectures. But, 
above all, I entreat you to take care of your 
health, that we may have the pleasure of enjoy- 
ing together many philosophical conversations. 
I recommend Antherus to your good officesi^ 
and bid you farewel. 

7 Alluding, perhaps, to tbose celebrated Romans in th« 
earlier ages of the republic, who, after having been galled 
forth from their farms to the service of their country, dis- 
charged with glory the functions, of the state, and then re- 
turned tc their ploughs. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

[A. U. 709.] 

From the same, to Tiro. 

The reasons you assign for the intermission 
^ of your letters are perfectly just; but I hope 
that these excuses will not very frequently re- 
cur. 'Tis true, I receive intelligence of public 
affairs from particular expresses, as well as 
from general report; and am continually as- 
sured, likewise, of my father's affection, by bis 
own hand ; yet I always take great pleasure in 
reading a letter from yourself, be it upon ever 
so trifling a subject. I hope, therefore, since 
I am thus earnestly desirous of hearing from 
you, that you will not, for the future, send me 
apologies instead of epistles. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

[A. U. 709.] 
BiTHYNICUS® to CiCERO. 

If we were not mutually attached to each 
other by many singular good offices, I should 
remind you of that friendship which formerly 
subsisted between our parents : but I leave ar- 

® See rem. 6. p. 89. of this vol. 
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guments of this kind to those who have ne* 
glected to improve their hereditary connexions. 
For myself I am well satisfied with going no 
farther for my claim to your services, than to 
our own personal amity. In confidence of 
which let me entreat you, if you believe that 
none of your favours will be thrown away upon 
me, that you would, upon all occasions, during 
my absence^, take my interests under your pro- 
tection. Farewcl. 

^ In Sicily : to which province he succeeded as governor 
at the expiration of his praetorship. Figh, AnnaL iii. p. 47& 
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LETTER L 

[A. U. 710,] 

To CoRNiricius\ 

I N£GL£CT no Opportunity (and, indeed^ if I 
did, I should fail in what you have a full right 
to expect frcNB me) not only of celebrating 
your merit, but of promoting those honours it 
40 justly deserves. But I choose you should 
be informed of my zealous endeavours for this 
purpose, by the letters of your iiamily, rfttto* 

1 See lem* 6. pu 6U of this vd. 

n2 
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than by my hand. Let me employ it in exhort- 
ing you to turn all your care and your atten- 
tion upon the republic. This is an object wor^ 
thy of your spirit and your talents ; as it is 
agreeable, likewise, to those hopes which yoa 
ought to entertain, of still rising in the digni- 
ties of your country. But this is a topic 1 will 
enlarge upon another time. In the mean while, 
I will inform you, that the public affairs are to- 
tally in suspense ; as the commissioners are not 
yet returned, whom the senate deputed to An- 
tony; not to sue for peace indeed, but to de- 
nounce war, unless he shall immediately pay 

obedience to the orders with which they are 
charged 2. 

I seized the first occasion that offered of re- 
suming my former spirit, in standing forth as 
tlie protector both of the senate and the people : 
and from the moment I thus declared myself 

* These injunctions were, that Antony should instantly 
quit the siege of Modena, and desist from all hostilities in 
Gaul. Cicero strongly opposed the sending this deputation, 
as it was below the dignity of the senate to enter into any 
«ort of treaty with a man whom they had already, in effect, 
declared a public enemy; as it would have the appearance 
pi fear; and, as the only method of bringing Antony to his 
duty, would be by an immediate and vigorous prosecution of 
the war. But these reasons, and others of the same tenden- 
cy, which Cicero urged with great warmth and eloquence, 
were over-rultd by the friends of Antony : and it was order* 
ed that Serviusbulpicius, Lucius Piso,and Lucius Philippus, 
all of them persons of consular rank, should carry this mei^ 
sage from the senate to Antony. Vid. Philip, v. 
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the advocate of liberty, I have not lost the 
least favourable opportunity far the defence of 
our common rights. But this, likewise, is an 
article for which I choose to refer you to the 
information of others. 

It is with all possible warmth and earnestness 
thftt I recommend Titus Pinarius to your fa- 
vour, as one who, not only from a similitude of 
taste and studies, but as he is possessed also of 
every amiable virtue, engages my strongest af- 
fection. He comes into your province in order 
to superintend the affairs of Dionysius; who, as 
be is much, I am sensible, in your esteem, so no 
man stands higher in mine. Unnecessary, there- 
fore, as I know it to be to recommend his in- 
terests to your protection, yet I cannot forbear 
doiiig so : and I doubt not of your giving oc- 
casion to the very grateful Pinarius of sending 
toe a letter of acknowledgment for your good 
offices both to himself and to Dionysius. Fare- 
wel. 
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LETTER II. 

[A. U. 7X0.} 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul etect. ^ > 

FoLLA^ sends me word that an opportunity 
offers of conveying a letter to you: bul^ nt 
present, I have nothing material to write. AU 
public business, indeed, is entirely suspended| 
till we shall hear what success the deputies^ have 
met with ; from whom we have not yet received 
any intelligence. I will take this occasion, howr 
ever, of telling you, that the senate and the 
people are greatly anxious concerning you ; not 
only as their own preservation depends upoo 
yours, but as they are extremely solicitous that 
you should acquit yourself with glory. The 
truth is, you have, in a very remarkable degree, 
the general affection of the whole republic ; 
which confidently hopes that, as you lately dcr 
livered us from one tyrant', so you will now 
free us from the danger of another^. 

We are raising troops''^ in Rome and through- 
out all Italy, if that term may with any propriety 

8 The wife of Decimus Brutus. 
4 Those mentioned in the preceding letter. 
^ Cassar. 
® Antony. 

7 The senate did not suspend their preparations for war, 
notwithstanding the deputation they had sent to Antony. Or 
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be employed, where every man eagerly presses 
to enter into the service; so warmly are the 
people animated with a passion of recovering 
their liberties, and such is their abhorrence of 
the slavery they have thus long sustained I 

We now expect soon to receive an account 
firom you, not only of your own operations, 
but of those, likewise, of our common friend 
fiirtius, and of Caesar, whom I must particu-^ 
larly call mine. I hope, shortly, to see you all 
Vhree united in the general honour of one com- 
mon victory. For the rest, I have only to add 
(what I had rather you should leap, however, 
from the letters of your family, and what I 
Ik^ they are so just as to assure you), that I 
neither do, nor ever shall, neglect any opportu- 
nity of contributing to the advancement of 
your public honours. Farewel. • 

' ^ . ' * . 

the contrary, Hirtius and Octayius marched into Gaul a^ the 
head of d. considerable army, while Pansa remained in Italy, 
In order to complete the additional troot^s with which he 
purposed to join them. Life of Ck^ m. ISl. 
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LETTER III. 

[A-U. 710.] 

To Plancus^ 

The visit I lately received from Furnius^ af- 
forded me great satisfaction, not only upon his 
own account, but more particularly on ypw^^ 
as he painted you so strongly to my mind^ that 
I could not but fancy, during the whole con* 
yersation, that you were actually present. He 
represented to me the heroism you display in the 
military affairs of your province, the equity of 
your civil administration ; the prudence which 
distinguishes every part of your conduct in ge- 
neral ; together with what I was by no means, 
indeed, a stranger to before, the charms of your 
social and friendly qualities. To this he did 
not forget to add, likewise, the singular gene- 
rosity which you have shewn in your behaviour 
towards himself. Every one of these articles I 
heard with pleasure ; and, for the last, I am 
much obliged to you ^ 

The friendship I enjoy with your family, my 
dear Plancus, commenced somewhat before 

' See rem. 2. p. 134. of this vol. 

9 He was one of the lieutenants of Plancus. 

^ Furnius had been particularly recommended by Ci- 
cero to the favour of Plancus. See let. 20. of the prcctt- 
fiing book. 
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yoa were born : and as the affection which I 
conceived for you began from your childhood, 
80 in your more mature years it was mutually 
unproved into the strictest intimacy. These are 
considerations which strongly engage me to 
favour your interests: which I look upon, *in- 
deed, as my own. Merit, in conjunction with 
fortune, have crowned you, even thus early in 
your life, with the highest distinctions : as the 
diligent exertion of your superior talents has 
frustrated the opposition of those many envi- 
ous antagonists, who vainly endeavoured to 
obstruct your way. And now, if you will be 
influenced by the advice of a man who greatly 
loves you, and who, from a long connexion 
with you, has an equal claim to your regard 
with the oldest of your friends; you will re^ 
cetve all the future honours of your life from 
the republic in its best and most constitutional 
form. There was a season, you know, (for no- 
thing surely could have escaped your discern* 
ment,) there was a season * when the world 
thought you too compliant with the prevailing 
fieiction of the times : and I should have 
thought so too, if I had imagined that your 
approbation was to be measured by your sub- 
mission. But as I knew the sentiments of your 

^ During Csesar's usurpation. 
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heart, I was persuaded you had prudently catif 
sidered the extent of your power. Public a^ 
fairs, however, are at present in a far different 
situation ; and you may now freely act in every 
point as your judgment shall 'direct. The time 
is shortly approaching, when, in consequence 
of your present designation, you will enter 
upon the consular office ^ ; and you will enter 
upon it, my friend, in the prime of your years ; 
with the advantage of possessing the noblest 
and most commanding eloquence ; and, at a 
period too, when there is the utmost scarcity 
of such illustrious citizens as yourself. Let me 
conjure you, then, by the immortal gods, most 
earnestly to pursue those measures that will en* 
sure the highest glory to your character. Now, 
there is but one possible method of acting U^ 
wards the republic with this advantage to your 
reputation : at least, there is but one in the pre* 
sent conjuncture, as the commonwealth has for 
so many years * been disturbed by our intestine 
commotions. 

When I write to you in this strain, it is ne- 
ther in compliance with the dictates of my af- 
fection, than as supposing that you stand in 
need either of precepts or admonitions. I am 

* See rem. 5. p. 136. of this vol. 

^ The civil wars had now continued about leven yeats. 
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sensible that you are sufficiently supplied with 

vedections of this nature, from the same source 

whence I derive them myself: it is time, there* 

£>re, to put an end to what I designed, not as 

wi ostentation of my wisdom, but merely as an 

Instance of my friendship. I will only add, 

Ifaat you may depend upon the most zealous q& 

my services upon every occasion, wherein I 

shall imagine your credit and cliaracter is con^ 

earned. Farewel. 

LETTER IV- 

[A.U.710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

I AM exceedingly obliged to you for your let- 
ter*: a favour, for which I am indebted^ I per- 
ceive, to the account that Furnius gave of me 
in the conversation you mention. If I have 
iK)t written to you sooner, you must impute it 
to my being informed that you were set out 
upon your expedition ^nto Greece : and I was 
not apprised of your return till a very short 
time before I learned it from your letter. I 
mention this, because I should think myself de- 
serving of the highest reproach, if I were in- 
tentionally guilty of an omission, even in the 

* The preceding epistle. 
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slightest office of friendship towards you. The 
intimacy, indeed, which was Contracted be^ 
tween you and my father; the early esteem I 
conceived of your merit, together with those 
instances of affection I have received from you, 
supply me with many powerful reasons for not 
failing in the regards I owe you. Be assured, 
therefore, my dear Cicero, there is no man 
whom I am so much disposed to revere as your- 
self: as, indeed, the great disparity of our ages 
may well justify me in looking up to you with 
all the sacred respect of filial veneration. I re- 
ceived your admonitions, therefore, as so many 
dictates of the most consummate wisdom ; at 
the same time that I considered them as in* 
stances, likewise, of your unfeigned sincerity : 
for, in this respect, I judge of your heart by 
what I teel in my own. If I had any doubt 
then what measures to pursue, or were inclined 
to adopt others than those you recommend, I 
should most certainly be determined by your 
judgment, or restrained by your advice : but in 
my present situation, can there possibly be an 
inducement to draw me from those paths yoa 
point out? The truth is, that whatever honour* 
able distinctions I hare acquired, either by my 
own industry, or by the favours of fortune, 
though far inferior to what your affection re- 
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presents them ; yet they want no other lustre, 
perhaps, but that of having been attained with 
the general approbation of the commonwealth : 
and this even the most inveterate of my ene- 
mies acknowledge. Be assured then, that the 
whole of my power, my prudence, and my au-' 
Jtbority, shall ever be exerted in the service of 
the republic. As I am no stranger to your 
sentiments, I am well persuaded that mine 
"would never disagree with yours, if I had the 
happiness of having you so near me as to be 
able to consult them. But though I cannot 
enjoy this very desirable advantage, yet I trust 
you will never have occasion to condemn my 
conduct. 

I am extremely impatient to learn what is 
transacting in the nearer Gaul^, as well as what 
effect the present month'' may produce iq re- 
gard to affairs at Rome. In the mean time, I 
am earnestly labouring to prevent the people of 
^s province from pursuing the example of 
their neighbours, by taking advantage of the 
jpnblic distm'bances to throw off their alle- 
j^nee. And should my endeavours b« at- 

^ Where Decirous Brutus commanded, who, at this time, 
. mMM actually besieged in Modena by Mark Antony: a cir« 
f:umstance, to which Piancus, 'tis probable, was nostranger, 
though he thought proper to ati'ect ignorance. 

7 January : when the new consuls always entered upon 
their office. The consuls for the present year were Hirtiuf 
and Paiisa* - 
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tended with the success they deserve I doubt 
not of being approved, not only by every friend 
of liberty in general, but, what I am most am-* 
bitious of, by yourself in particular. Farewell 
my dear Cicero, and love, me with an equal re- 
turn of that affection I bear you. 

LETTER V. 

[A. U. 710.] , 

To Plancus. 

The duplicate you sent me of your letter^ wag 
an instance of your obliging care lest I should 
be disappointed of what I so impatiently wished 
to receive. The contents afforded me a doubly 
satisfaction; and I am at a loss to determine 
whether the friendship you profess for myselfi 
or the zeal you discover for the republic, ren- 
dered it most truly acceptable. To speak my 
own opinion, indeed, the public afiections are 
altogether noble and sublime ; but surely there 
is something more amiably sweet in those of the 
private kind. Accordingly, that part of your 
letter where you remind me of the intimacy in 
which I lived with your father, of the early dis- 
position you found in yourself to love me, to- 
gether with other passages to the same friendly 
purpose, filled my heart with the most exqui- 

^ The foregoing. 
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jitte pleasure, as the sentiments you profess with 
regard to the commonwealth, raised in me the 
highest satisfaction: and, to say truth, I was 
iM) much the more pleased with the latter, as 
Ibey were accompanied, at the same time, with 
the former. 

To repeat what I said in the letter to which 
you have returned so obliging an answer, let 
me not only exhort, but entreat you, my dear 
Plancus, to exert your utmost powers in the 
service of the commonwealtlh. There is nothing 
that can more contribute to the advancement 
•of your glory : for amongst all human honours, 
mme most certainly is superior to that of de- 
serving well of one's country. Your great good 
sense and good nature will suffer me, I know, 
to speak my sentiments to you with the same 
freedom that I have hitherto used. Let me 
again observe then, that the honours you have 
already acquired, though you could not, in- 
deed, have attained to them without merit, yet 
they have principally been owing to fortune, in 
conjunction with the particular circumstances 
of the times. But whatever services you shall 
perform for the republic in this very critical 
conjuncture, will reflect a lustre upon your 
character, that will derive all its splendour from 
yourself alone. It is incredible how odious 
Antony is b^ome to all sorts of people, except 
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those only of the same- dishonest views with 
himself: but the great hopes and expectations 
of the republic are fixed upon you and the army 
you command. Let me conjure you then, in 
the most solemn manner, not to lose so import 
tant an opportunity of establishing yourself im 
the esteem and favour of your fellow-citizens, 
or in other words, of gathering immortal praise. 
Believe me, it is with all the tenderness of a 
father that I thus admonish you ; that I enter 
into your interests with as much warmth as if 
they were my own ; and that my exhortations 
proceed from the zeal I bear for the glory of 
my friend, and the welfare of my country* 
Adieu. 

LETTER VL 

[A. U. 7lOfi 

i 

To Caius Cassius. 

Oh, that you had invited^me to that glorious 
feast you exhibited on the ides of March ! 
Be assured, I would have suffered none of it 
to have gone off untouched ^ Whereas the 
part you unhappily spared, occasions me, above 
all others, more trouble than you can well 
imagine. I must acknowledge, at the same 

9 Alluding to the conspirators having spared Antony when 
th^y destroyed Cesar. See rem. 8. p. 148. of this vol. 



A6ok: xiit. DF CICERO. I9S 

w 

'Kime^ that we have two most excellent consuls * t 
tiut as to those of consular rank, there is not 
^one of' them who does not merit the highest re- 
proach. The senate in general, however, exert 
'feheinselves with spirit; as the lower order of ma- 
j^trates distinguish themselves by their singular 
l^esolution and zeaU In a word, it is impossible 
to shew a better or more vigorous disposition 
than appears in the populace, not only of Rome^ 
but throughout all Italy. But Philippus and 
Piso, on the contrary, whom the senate deputed 
ivHh peremptory orders to Antony \ have exe-^ 
coted their commission in a manner that raises 
oar highest indignation. For notwithstanding 
^hat Antony refused to comply with every sin- 
gle article of the senate's injunctions^ yet these 
unworthy deputies had the meanness to charge 
themselves with bringing back the most inso- 
lent demands^. This behaviour of theirs has 
occasioned all the world to have recourse to my 
assistance; and I am become extremely popular^ 

• Hirtius and Pansa. 

^ See rem. i. on let. 1. of this book. 

t « xhe purport of them was, that the !»enate shbiild as- 
"sign lands and rewards to all bis troops, and confirm all 
" the other grants which he and Dolabella had tnade in their 
** consulship : that all his decrees from Caesar's books 
''lind papers should be confirmed ; that no account should 
" be demanded of the money taken from the temple of OpiSi 
^kc» On these terms, he offered to give up Cisalpine Gaul, 
** provided, that he might have the greater GaUl in exchange 
^ for five years, with an army of six legionsi to be completed 
" out of the troops of Decimus Brutus." I^e ofCk, iii. l%^ 

VOX.. Ill, o 
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in a way wherein popularity is seldom acquired: 
I mean, by supporting a good cause. 

I am altogether ignorant in what part of ti» 
world you are at present, as well as of what 
schemes you are either executing or meditatii^^ 
A report prevails that you are gone into Syria; 
but for this we have no certain authority. W« 
can a little more depend upon the accounts we 
receive of Brutus, as his distance from us if 
less remote*. 

It has been remarked here by men of some 
pleasantry, and much indignation against Dola- 
bella, that he has shewn himself in too great 
haste to be your successor ; as he is most unci- 
villy set out to take possession of your govern* 
metit when you have enjoyed it scarce a single 
month*. The case is clear therefore, say they, 
that Cassius should by no means give him ad- 
mittance. But to be serious : both you and 
Brutus are mentioned with the highest applause, 
as it is genemlly supposed that each of you has 

3 Marcus Brutus, when he found it necessary to leave 
Italy, withdrew into Macedonia, where he was, at this time, 
employed in raising forces in support of the republican cause. 

4 The province of Syria had been intended by Caesar for 
Cassius ; but Mark Antony, after the death of Caesar, bad 
artfully procured it to be allotted to Dolabella. Accord- 
ingly, the latter left Rome a short time before the expiration 
of his consulship the last year, in order to be beforehand 
with Cassius, in getting possession of this government; and 
it ib in allusion to this circumstance, that the humour of th* 
present passage, such as it is, consi«t$. 
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drawn together an army far beyond our expec- 
tations. — I would add more, if I knew with 
G^tainty the situation of yourself and your 
affiurs; but I hazard this letter merely upon 
the doubtful credit of common fame. It i9 
with great impatience, therefore, that I wait 
U» better intelligence from your own hand. 
FMeweL 

LETTER VII. 

[A.U. 710.] 
To TREB0NIUS^ 

Would to heaven you had invited me to that 
noble feast which you made on the ides of 
March! no remnants, most assuredly, should 
have been left behind^. Whereas the part you 
unluckily spared gives us so much perplexity, 
that we find something to regret, even in the 
godlike service which you and your illustrious 
associates have lately rendered to the republic. 
To say the truth, when I reflect that it is owing 
to the favour of so worthy a man as yourself, that 
Antony now lives to be our general bane, I am 
flometimes inclined to be a little angry with you 
for taking him aside when Csesar felF; a$ by 

^ He was at this time in Asia Minor, of which proyincf 
he was governor^ See rem. 8. p. 99- of thb toL 

• See rem. 9. on the preceding letter. . 

7 As it had heen resolved, in a council of the CQD9|>intt9lf > 

O 2 
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this mean you have occasioaed more trouble ta 
myself in particular, than to all the re^t of thef 
whole community. From the very first mo^ 
nient, indeed, that Antony's ignominious de^ 
parture from Rome^ had left the senate uncon- 
trolled in its deliberations, I resumed the spirit 
which you and that inflexible patriot, your la- 
' ther, were wont to esteem and applaud. Ac- 
cordingly, the tribunes of the people having 
summoned the senate to meet on the SOth of 
December, upon other matters, I seized that 
opportunity of taking the whole state of the 
republic into consideration' : and more by the 
real than the eloquence of my speech, I re- 

that Antony's life should be spared, they did not choose ht 
should be present when they executed their design apoa€af^ 
sar : probably lest he should attempt to assist his friend, and 
by that means occasion them to spill more blood than they 
intended. For this reason, Trebonius held Antony in dis- 
course, at the entrance into the senate, till the rest of the con- 
spirators had finished their work. Dio, p. 249. ^^» in vit. 
Brut. 

8 Upon the news that two of the four legions from Bruii- 
disium [see rem. 4. p. 152. of this vol.] had actually declared 
for Octavius, and posted themselres in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, Antony left the city with great precipitation ; and, 
putting himself at the head of his army, marched directly, in 
order to wrest Cisalpine Gaul out of the hands of Decimus 
firutus. Cicero, who was at this time in the country, took 
the opportunity of Antony's absence to return to Rome ; 
where he arrived on the pth of December, in the preceding 
year, about a month or two, 'tis probable, before he wrot« 
the present letter. See Lift of Cic, iii. 97. 

9 It was upon this occasion that Cicero ^oke hir third 
philippic* 
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^ved.the drooping spirits of that oppressed 
-assembly, and awakened in them all their for- 
mer vigour* It was owing to the ardour with 
which I . thus contended in the debates of this 
day, that the people of Rome first conceived a 
hope of recovering their liberties : and to this 
great point all my thoughts and all my actions 
have ever since been perpetually directed. Thus 
important^ however^ as my occupations are, I 
jvould enter into a full detail of our pro* 
iceedingSy if I did not imagine that public trans- 
actions of every kind are transmitted to you by 
oHher hands. From them, therefore, you will 
ipceive a more particular information; whilst I 
content myself with giving you a short and 
general sketch of our present circumstances 
and situation. I must inform you then, we 
have a senate that acts with spirit ; but that as 
to those of consular dignity, part of them want 
the courage to exert themselves in the manner 
they ought, and the rest are ill-affected to the 
republic. The death of Servius^ is a great loss 
to us. Lucius Caesar^, though he is altogether 



f^ ^ Servius Sulpicius ; to whom several letters in the fore- 
going part of this collection are addressed. . He was one, 
and the most considerable, of the three consulars whom 
the senate had lately deputed to Antony ; but, very unfor- 
tunately for that embassy, he died just as he arrived iq 
Antony's camp. Phil* ix. 1. 

^ See rem. 5. p. 94. of thb vol. 
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in the interest of liberty, yet in tenderness 1:6 
his nephew^ does not concur in liny very vi- 
gorous measure. The consuls^ in the meatt 
time, deserve the highest commendations: I 
must mention Decimus Brutus, likewise, with 
much applause. The conduct of young Csesar 
also is equally laudable: and I persuade myself 
that we have reason to hope he will complete- 
the work he has begun. This, at least, is oer*- 
tain ; that if he had not been so extremely ex- 
peditious in raising the veteran forces *, and if 
two legions had not deserted to him from An* 
toriy*s army, there is nothing so cruel or so fla- 
gitious which the latter would not have com* 
mitted. But as these are articles which I sup* 
pose you are already apprised of, I only just 
mention them in order to confirm them. 

You shall hear farther from me, whenever I 
can find a more leisure moment. Farewei. 

• Antony. 

* Hirtius and Pansa. 

^ See rem. 7. p. l62. of this vol. 
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> U. 71G.] 

To Cail'5 Cassii:?. 

It is owing, I icnagiiie, to the dii^culty of ioi- 
vacdiDg any dispatches duriag the wiatcr sea- 
aofOy that we have yet received no certaia in- 
teffigence of what ycu are doing, nor even know 
ID what part of tiie norld ycu are placed. It 
is universally reported, h-owever. (though luore^ 
I believe, from what people wish, than froiB 
what they have sunicient grounds to assert,) 
tbit you have raised an army, and ai^e actually 
IB Syria : a report which the more easily gain» 
cuedil, as it appears to be extremely probable. 

Our friend Brutus has acquired great huiK>ur 
tjf his late glorious and unexpected achieve* 
moktB^; not only as being in themselves ex- 
temely , desirable to the friends of liberty, but 
from the wonderful expedition, likewise, with 
«hid) he performed them. If it be true, tlteix:- 
£)re, that you are in possession of tboee pro- 
vinces we imagine, the republic is very power* 

* He had lately sent an account to the senate of his sue* 
ogls against Caius, the brother of Mark Antony; having 
fiorcfd bin to retire, with a few cohorts, to ApoHonia, iiikI 
secured Macedonia, Iliyricum, and Greece, together with 
the several armies in those countries, to the interest of tb« 
republic. Vid, Philip, x. 
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fully supported ; as that whole tract of coun- 
try, which extends from the nearest coast of 
Greece as far as Egypt, is, upon this suppodh 
tion, in the hands of two the most faithful 
friends of the commonwealth. Nevertheless, if 
my judgment does not deceive me, the event o£ 
this war depends entirely upon Decimus Bru- 
tus : for if he should be able to force his wmy 
out of Mutina, (as we have reason to hope,) it 
will, in all probability, be totally at an end.-— 
There are now, indeed, but few troops employ- 
ed in carrying on that siege ; as Antony has 
sent a large detachment to keep possession of 
Bononia^ In the mean while, our friend Hir- 
tius is posted at Claterna'^, and Caesar at Forum- 
CorneliiS each of them at the head of a very 
considerable army ; at the same time that Patisa 
is raising at Rome a large body of Italian 
troops. But the season of the year has hitherto 
prevented thdr entering upon action; .and, in- 
deed, Hirtius appears, by the several letters I 
have received from him, to be determined to 
take all his measures with the utmost precau- 
tion. 

Both the Gauls, excepting only the cities of 
Bpnonia, Regium, and Parma, are zealously af- 
fected to the republic ; as are also your clients 

f Bologna. 7 Quaderpa. • Imo^.y 
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OQ the other side the Po, /The senate likewise is 
£nD in the cause of liberty : but when I say the 
f^ate, I must exclude i^l of consular rank, ex- 
cept Lucius Caesar, who, indeed, is fdthfully 
uttached to the interest of the commonwealth. 
The death of Servius Sulpicius has deprived us 
of: a very powerful associate. As for the ci^st 
«f . the consulars, part of them are ill-affected 
|o the republic, others want spirit to support 
its cause, and some there are who look with 
eiivy on those patriot citizens whose conduct 
they see distinguished by the public applause. 
The populate, however, both in Roape and 
throughput all Italy, are wonderfully unani- 
mous in the common cause.— >-I have nothing 
£irther, I' think, to add, but my wishes that 
your heroiq virtues may shine out upon us 
from yon eastern regions, in all their enlivening 
Wfurmth and lustre. ^^^reweU 

LETTER IX, 

[A. U. 710.] 
To Lucius PaPIRIUS PiETU&\ 

J HAVE received a second letter from you, 
concerning your friend Rufus : and since you 
interest yourself thus warmly in his* behalf, you 
might depend upon my utmost assistance, ev^ 

7 S^ rem. I. p. 15. vol. ii. 
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if he had done me an injury. But I am par* 
fectly sensible, from those letters of his which 
you communicated to me, as well as from your 
own, bow much my welfare has been his coo^ 
cern. I cannot, therefore, refuse him my 
friendly offices, not only in regard to your f«- 
commendation, which has ail the wei^ with 
me it ought, but in compliance also with my 
own inclinations. I must acknowledge that it 
was his and your letters, my dear Psetus, which 
first put me upon my guard against the d^ 
signs that were formed to destroy me*. I af- 
terwards, indeed, received intelligence from tse- 
veral other hands to the same effect, and paf* 
ticularly of the consultations that were heW 
concerning me both at Aquinium and Fabratc* 
ria^ ; of which meetings, I find, you were like* 
wise apprised. One would imagine that thb 
party had foreseen how much I should embar* 
rass their schemes, by the industry they em- 
ployed in order to compass my destruction : 
and, as I had not the least suspicion of their 

8 This probably alludes to some design of the veteran 
soldiers against Cicero's life; as it appears from a letter to 
Atticus, written soon after Caesar's death, that our author 
had been cautioned not to trust himself in Rome, oo ac- 
count of the danger to which he would be exposed from 
the insolence of those troops. Vid. Ad AH, xv. 5. 

^ These towns were situated in Latium, or what is now 
called the Campagna di Roma. They still subsist under 
the names of JqtUm and F^tbratera. 
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purposes, I might ixicautionsly have fallen into 
tbetr isnares, if it had not been fof the admoni* 
tions you sent me^ in consequence of the infor* 
flQatkm you had received from Rufiis. Your 
.friend^ therefore, wants no advocate with um 
fior my good offices ; and I wish the republic 
may be in so happy a situation, as to afford mt 
ma opportunity of giving him the most sub* 
atantial proofs of my gratitude. 

But, to dismiss this subject : I am sorry you 
Ho longer frequent the festive tables of your 
£riends ; as you cannot renounce these parties 
of good cheer^ without depriving yourself of a 
"^rery exquisite gratification. And, to tell yott 
'She truth, I am sorry, likewise, upon another 
scGount ; as I am afraid you will lose the little 
Icnowledge you had acquired in the art of 
^XK>kery, and be absolutely at a loss how to set 
iorth a tolerable supper. For as you made ntt 
tery considerable improvements in this fashion- 
ible science, even when you had many curiou§ 
iiodels for your imitation ; wliat ^trang^ awk^ 
ward things must yoi^r 'entertainments prove 
now, that you enjoy no longer the same advan- 
tages? When I informed Spurinna^ of this 
wonderful revolution in the system of your af- 
fairs, he shook his prophetic head> and declared 



1 A celebrated diviner; who is said to have forewarmd 
Cssar of the ides of March: Suet, in Jul* &1. 
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that it portended some terrible disaster to the 
oommon wealth ; unless, said he, this extraar? 
dinary phenomenon be occasioned by the pce^ 
sent cold weather, and your friend should ve* 
turn with the zephyrs to his accustomed train 
of life. But, without a joke, my dear P8etu% 
I would advise you to spend your time in the 
cheerful society of a set of worthy and agree* 
able friends ; as there is nothing, in my estinuup 
tion, that more effectually contributes to the 
happiness of human life. When I say thb,.-l 
do not mean with respect to the sensual grati*. 
fic'ations of the palate, but with regard to that 
pleasing rekxation of the mind which is best 
produced by the freedom of social converse, 
and which is always most agreeable at the hour 
of meals. For this reason, the Latin language 
is much happier, I think, than the Greek, r in 
the term it employs to express assemblies of 
this sort. In the latter they are called by a 
word which signifies compotatiom ; whereas, in 
ours, they are more emphatically styled convivial 
meetings ; intimating that it is in a commuqi- 
cation of this nature that life is most truly en- 
joyed. You see I am epdeavouring to bring 
philosophy to my assistance, in recalling you to 
the tables of your friends ; and, indeed, I prep 
scribe them as the best recipe for the re-est«t-» 
blishment of your health. 
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Do not imagine, my friend, from my writ* 
iDg in this strain of pleasantry, that I have re- 
nounced my cares for the republic. Be as- 
sored; on the contrary, that it is the sole and 
anintermitted business of my life to secure to 
my fellow-citizens the full possession of their 
liberties, to which end my admonitions, my 
labours, and the utmost powers of my mind, 
we, upon all occasions, unweariedly employed. 
In a word, it is my firm persuasion, that, if I 
<shoold die a martyr to these patriot endeavours, 
I shall finish my days in the most glorious 
manner. Again and again I bid you fareweL 

LETTER X. 

c 

[A.U.710.] 

Caius Cassius, Proconsul, to Cicero. 

I AM to inform you of my arrival in Syria, 
where I have joined the generals Lucius Mur- 
cus and Quintus Crispus *. These brave and 
worthy citizens, having been made acquainted 
with what has lately passed in Rome, immedi- 
ately resigned their armies to my command ; 
and with great zeal and spirit co-operate with 
me in the service of the republic. Aulus Allie- 

« " They had been pfaetors, A. U. 708. Cassar sent the 
*' former into Syria, and the latter into Bithynia, with pro* 
** consular authority.'' Dio, xlvii. Appian. iii. Mr. Rom. 
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nu8 bas delivered to me the four legiooB which 
he brought from Egypt^: the legion which w^a 
commanded by Ceecilius Bassus ^ has likewise 
joined me. And now it is unnecessary, I %m 
persuaded, that I should exhort you to defend 
the interest both of myself and of the common* 
wealth, to the utmost of your abilities : but it 
may animate your zeal and your hopes to be 
assured, that a powerful army is not wcoitii^ 
to support the senate and its friends in the 
cause of liberty. For the rest, I refer you to 
Lucius CarteiuSf wliom I have directed to con- 
fer with you upon my affairs. FareweL 

From my camp at Tarichea*, March the 7th. 






' " Aliienus was lieutenant to Dolabella, by whom he 
was sent into Kgypt, in order to conduct those legions into 
Syria. He accordingly executed his commission : but, 

" instead of delivering these troops to Dolabella, he went 

" over with them to Cassius." Quartier, 

* See rem. 7. p. 65. of this vol. 

* Situated upon the lake of Genesaret, in Galilee. 
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LETTER XL 

[A.U. 710.] 

ASINIUS POLLIO^, to CiCEEO. 

You must not wonder that you have heard 
nothing from me, in relation to public affairs, 
since the breaking out of the war. Our cou- 
riers have always found it difficult to pass un- 
molested through the forest of Castulo*^; but it 
is now more than ever infested with robbers. 
These banditti^ however, are by no means the 
principal obstruction, to our intercourse with 
Rome ; as the mails are perpetually searched and 

• Asinius Pollio was, in every respect, one of the most ac- 
complished persons among his contemporaries. His exten- 
•iTe genius was equal to all the nobler branches of polite li- 
terature; and he gave the most applauded proofs of his ta- 
lents Rf a poet, an orator, and an historian. He united the 
most lively and pleasing vein of wit and pleasantry, with all 
that strength and solidity of understanding which is neces* 
tary to render a man of weight in the more serious and ira» 
portant occasions of life ; in allusion to which uncommoa 
assemblage of qualities, it was said of him, that he was a man 
omnium horarum. It is to be regretted that a character so 
truly brilliant on the intellectual side, should shine with less 
lustre in a moral view. 'Tis evident, however, from the pre- 
sent epistle, that, in taking part with Cassar against Pompey, 
private considerations were of more force with him than 
public utility, and determined him to support a cause which 
his heart condemned. This letter was written from the far* 
ther Spain, of which province Caesar, a short time before his 
death, had appointed Pollio governor. 

7 A city anciently of great note: at present. it if only s 
amall viUage, caJl orht io .ihe p^royiiK^ o£ Now Ca$tiWf 
in Spain. edCaz • '^ > - • 
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(detained by the soldiers that are posted for that 
purpose, by both parties, in every quarter of 
the country. Accordingly, if I had not re- 
ceived letters by a ship which lately arrived in 
this river*, I should have been utterly ignorant 
of what has been transacted in your part tff 
the wor}d. But now that a communication by 
sea is thus opened between us, I shall fre- 
quently, and with great pleasure, embrace the 
opportunity of corresponding with you. 

Believe me, there is no danger of my being 
influenced by the persuasions of the person you 
mention ^ As much as the world abhors iuod, 
he is far from being detested to that degree whieh 
I know he deserves : and I have so strong an 
aversion to the man, that I would upon no consi- 
deration bear a part in any measures wherein he 
Is concerned ^ Inclined both by my temper and 
my studies to be the friend of tranquillity and 
freedom, I frequently and bitterly lamented 
our late unhappy civil wars. But as the for* 



8 The Quadalquiver, upon which the city of Cordubmi 
from whence this letter is dated, was situated. 

9 Antony; as Manutius conjectures : though some of the 
commentators, with greater probability, suppose that he 
means Lepidus. Vid. Epist. FamiL x, II. & 15.. 

^ Nothing could be more insincere, it should seem, thai! 
these professions; as it is probable that Pollio was at this firae 
determined to join Antony. It is certain, at least, that he did 
60 soon afterwards, and carried with him the troops under 
his command. PMtercul, ii. 6S* 
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ridable enemies which I had among both par- 
ties, rendered it altogether unsafe for me to re-, 
main neuter ; so I would not take up arms on 
that side where I knew I should be perpetually 
exposed -to the insidious arts of my capital ad- 
versary^. But though my inclinations were 
iH>t with the party I joined; my spirit, however, 
would not suffer me to stand undistinguished 
among them: in consequence of which, I was 
forward to engage in all the dangers of the 
c^use I had espoused. WiUi respect to Caesar 
himself^ I will confess that I loved him with the 
highest and most inviolable affection : and, in- 
deed, I had reason. For, notwithstanding his 
acquaintance with me commenced so late as 
ivben he was in the height of his power ; yet he 
admitted me into the same share of his friend- 
ship, as if I had been in the number of those 
ivith whom he had lived in the longest intima- 
cy. Nevertheless, as often as I was at liberty 
to follow my own sentiments, I endeavoured 
that my conduct should be such as every ho- 
nest man must approve : and whenever I was 
obliged to execute the orders I received, it was 
ia a manner that evidently discovered how 



* The person hinted at is, perhaps^ Cato : as PolUo bad 
early distinguished his enmity towards that most illustrious 
of Romans, by a public impeachment. Vid. Dial, dt Cauf-. 
Corrupt. Eloquent. 34. 

VOL. III. P 
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much my actions were at irariaMe witb m j 
heart The unjust odkunv howerer, tbat I i^ 
curred by these unavoidable coinf^liaaces, migbl 
weU teach me the true value of liberty, and how 
wretched a coaditioa it is to* li^ve under Xkm g^ 
v^mment e£ a despotic power. If any aCtenpl9|- 
tberefore, are carrying o» to reduce ub a m^^ 
cond tijBie under the dotninion o^ a single per- 
son, whoever that single person may be, I 418^ 
clare myself his irreconcileable enemy. The- 
truth is, there i» no danger so great tiiat^ X 
would* not cheerfully hazard for the suppcMt^ ef 
eur comraon^ liberties. Biafi the consuls^ hawe 
not thought proper to^ sign^ to me, eitftea^ ^' 
any decree o^ the senate, or by t^eir privaCo^ 
letters, in> whcfct manner I should act in ^e pps-^ 
tent congunct^jFe. I heawe received, indeedi>, oafy* 
one letter from- Pansa ^ce the ides of Mlancfr : 
by which he^ advieed me^ tfy aesu re* the* senate; 
that I was ready to employ the forces' und^r my 
comtnand: in* any service they shquld requires 
But ^is would have been a very imprudent dfe^ 
claration at a time when* Lepidus'had^ professed; 
in hi» public speeches^ as welt a& in the llsttenh 
he^ wrote to all bis friends, that? he concuired m 
Antony's measures. For could I possibly, with- 
out the ccHisent of) the former, find means to 
subdisJL^ loy army in their march thcough bis pnoi^ [ 
vioces? But granting that I could- have mxt^ 
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mounted this difficulty, I must have coiiqaered 

acnfdither atid a sttU greater : as noihiti^ less thaiiif 

a pair of wings could have rendered it pracli- 

cJsiWe for me to have crossed the Alps^, whilst 

^vei^ pass was guarded by the tTO<!)ps of Lepidu«'. 

.Add f thisi that I could by no toeians tonv^^ 

«aiy dispatches to Rome : as the couriei^s wef& 

not dMy^xposed in a thousand different places txy 

^tite digger of being plundered, but were detaj^ 

«!, likewise, by the express ordters of Lepidug*. 

It is^ w'eH known, howevei*, that I pufcficly dtda^- 

ed'a^Coltluba, that it ttas my resolution not to 

r6si^ this province into any other hands thator 

t&ose which the senate should appoint : iwrt ttf 

idtotion how strenuously I \<'ith3tood all tfh6 Ap- 

pHcadons that wei*e made to me for parting with* 

thtf thirtieth legion. I could not, indeed, have^ 

ghr^A it up, without depriving myself of a v6rf 

ciM^derable strength for the defence 6f the'' ri^-' 

plcrbfic":* tit tJiere afe na troops Jtf the T^Kbfe 

Hybrid that afrt animated ^ith- a braviStf 6ttliSt& 

ttkBtiM spirit than those of whk^h this^ le^bti' £) 

composed. Upon tiie v^holej I hope fbvt Will 

do itte thte? justice to believe- in tSife firsff pldce, 

that f am extretnely desirous of preservirtg tbti- 

public tranquillity; as tiiert is nothing! rn6f& 

sincerely wish than the safety bf all my Md**- 

* Lepidus was governor of tfcat part of Spain wbich fay 
nearest to Italy* See rem. \ on letter 14. of this book. 

p 2 
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citizens : and, in the next place, that I am de* 
termined to vindicate my own and my coun- 
try's rights. 

It gives me greater satisfaction than yOu can 
well imagine, that you admit my friend into a 
share of your intimacy. Shall I own, neyertbe* 
less, that I cannot think of him as the compa- 
nion of your walks, and as bearing a part in the 
pleasantry of your conversation, without feeling 
some emotions of envy ? This is a privilege, be- 
lieve me, which I infinitely value : as you shall 
most assuredly experience, by my devoting the 
whole of my time to your company, if ever we 
should live to see peace restored to the republic.^ 

I am much surprised thatjou did not mention, 
in your letter, whether it would be most satis- 
factory to the senate that I should remain in thb 
province or march into Italy. If I were to con- 
sider only my own ease and safety, I should 
certainly continue here : but as, in the present 
conjuncture, the republic has more occasion for 
legions than for provinces, (especially as the loss 
of the latter may with great ease be recovered,) 
I have determined to move towards Italy with 
my troops. For the rest, I refer you to the let- 
ter I have written to Pansa : a copy of which I 
herewith transmit to you. Farewel. 

Corduba, March the l6ih. 
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LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 7iO.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

"You wHl receive a full account of the present 
»tuation of affairs from Tidius Strabo ; a person 
^)f great merit, and extremely well-affected to ^ 
^e republic. Need I add how strong his at- 
tachment, likewise, is to yourself, when it thus 
evidently appears by his leaving his family and 
his fortunes in order to follow you? For the 
same reason, I forbear to solicit your good of- 
fices in his behalf; as I am persuaded you will 
think his, coming to you a sufficient reeommen 
dation to your favour. 

If any misfortune should attend our arms, be 
assured that the friends of the republic have no 
other resource left than in you and Marcus Bru- 
tus. We are, at this juncture, indeed in the 
most imminent danger : as it is with great dif- 
ficulty that Decimus Brutus still holds out at 
Mutina. However, if he should be speedily re- 
lieved, we may look upon victory as our own ; 
if not, let roe repeat it again, every friend of li- 
berty will fly for refuge to Brutus and to you. 
May you stand ready, then, with all that spirit 
which is necessary for the full and complete de- 
liverance of our distressed country ! Farewel. 
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LETTER XIIL 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

f H£ ficcbunt that Furnius gave us of youf 
(jisppsitipn towards the republic, affbrdecji 4^ 
highest; satisfaction both to the seaate ao4 t^ 
p^pl^. But your letter, which was afterwan}p 
read in the SjBnatq, seemed by no means to coin- 
ppf t with jUiose sentiments our friend bqid thi)i 
reipresented you as entertaining. At the very 
tif^e, indeed, when your illustrioifs colleague ifi 
sustaining a siege from a lawless crew of t^ 
n)ost worthless villains, you do iipt scruple to 
advise us to peace. But if peace is their sin- 
cere desire, let them immediately lay down 
their arms, and sue for it in a proper manner; 
otherwise they must expect to obtain it, qot by 
treaty, he assured, but by the sword alone. Bi^t 
I leave it to Furnius and your worthy brothef, 
tp acquaint you with the reception which yoiir 
letter upon this subject, as well as that of Jig- 
pidus, met with from the senate. Meanwhile, 
notwithstanding you are well qualified to be 
your own adviser, and that it will soon be io 
your power, likewise, to have recourse to the 
faithful and friendly counsels of Furnius and 
your brother ; yet, in compUapee with thai ^ 
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flection to which you have so many powerful 
<rlaims, I cannot forbear sending you a few ad^^ 
-monitions. Believe me, then, my dear Plan*- 
<!us, whatever honours you have hitherto ac* 
quired, (and you have acquired in truth tht 
liig^est,) they will be considered as so many 
¥fian fydd empty titles^ unl^s you dignify theild 
t»y jdning in tlie defence both of the liberties 
of the people and the authority of the senate. 
Let me conjure you, therefore, to separate your- 
self from those associates with whom you have 
bitkkerio been united, not by choice indeed, 
but by the general attraction of a prevailing 
~ P^y^ It has be^ th6 fortune of many, as it 
.i^Hl probably be yoars^ to exercise the supreme 
lyiagbtracy during tim^s of public ccHnmotions ; 
but not one of this nutober ever derived to him- 
self that esteem and veneration which naturally 
flows from the consular dignity, who had not 
distinguished his administration by an active 
and zealous regard for the interests of the com- 
xnonwealth. To this end, it is necessary, that 
you renounce the society of those impious ci- 
tizens, whose principles are far different from 
your own ; that you shew yourself the friend, 
the guide, and the protector of all those who 
are faithfully attached to our constitution; 
and, in fine, that you be well persuaded that 
the re-establishment of the public tranquillity 
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consists, not merely in laying down our arms, 
but in being secure from all reasonable appre- 
hension of their ever being resumed to enslave 
us again. Thus to think and thus to act, will 
render your character, both as a consul and a 
consular, most truly illtistrious : but if you 
should steer yourself by other maxims and by 
other measures, you will possess those exalted 
distinctions, not only without honour, but with 
the utmost disgrace. 

And now, if I have expressed my sentiments 
with somewhat more than ordinary seriousnesSy 
impute it to the zeal of my affection towiurds 
you ; assuring yourself, at the same time, that 
you will, undoubtedly, find my advice is found- 
ed on truth, if you make the experiment in a 
manner worthy of your character, FareweL 

March the 20th. 
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LETTER XIV. 

[A.U. 710,] 

To t'EPIDUSa. 

The singular regard I bear you, readers it 
greatly my concern that you should be distin-? 
guished with the highest dignities of the re- 
public. I cannot, therefore, but regret, that 

• Marcus iEmilius Lcpidus was descended from one of 
the noblest and most ancient families in Rome : and he was 
himself distinguished with some of the most honourable posts 
in the republic. He stood high in the confidence and friend- 
ship of Julius Caesar: who, when he was dictator, named him 
(or .the master of the horse; when he was consul, in the year 
7079 declared him his colleague; and who, a short time be- 
fore his death, appointed him governor of the nearer Spain. 
Ope of the most elegant of the Roman historians has repre- 
sented Lepidus as void of all military virtues, and in every 
view of his character as altogether unworthy of that high sta- 
tion to which fortune had exalted him. Accordingly he is de- 
scribed by Shakspeare, in the tragedy of Julius Caesar, as, 

" a slight unmeritable man, 

" Meet to be sent on errands." 

But though the poet has been strictly true to history ; it may 
he questioned, perhaps,whethcrthehistorian has beenequally 
faithful to truth. For when one considers the great trust 
ivhich Caesar reposed in Lepidusj his address in prevailing 
'^ith young Pompey, who had made himself master almost of 
^1 Spain, to renounce his conquests ; together with the share 
hie had in forming that celebrated league between Antony, 
Octavius, and himself, which gave him a third part in the di- 
vision of the whole Roman dominions ; is it credible that his 
'telents were destitute of lustre ? History, perhaps, may he 
^nore reasonably relied upon in what it has delivered con* 
ceming his moral character: and it is probable that Lepidus 
>Rras8trongly infected with avarice, ambition, and vanity. This 
at least is certain, that he acted towards the senate in the 
pres«Dt conjuncture, with great dissimulation and treachery. 
At the time when this letter was written, he was at the head 



SIS THE LETTERS BOOK XIII. 

you omitted to pay your acknowledgments to 
the senate for those extraordinary honours they 
lately conferred upon you \ 

I am glad you are desirous of composing 
those unhappy dissensions that destroy the 
tranquillity of our country : and if you can ef- 
fect this good work, consistently with the en* 
joyment of our liberties^ it will be greatly to 
your own credit, as well as to the advantage of 
the commonw^ealth. But if the peace you pro- 
pose^ is to re-establish a most oppressive ty« 
ranny ; be well assured there is not a man in his 
senses who will not rather renounce his life than 
thus suffer himself to be made a slave. I should 
think, therefore, that your wisest way would 
be to avoid engaging as the mediator of a peace 
which is neither approved by the senate, nor the 
people, nor indeed by any lover of his country 
in the whole republic. But as this is a truth 
which you will undoubtedly learn from otliers, 
I will only add, that I hope you will consider, 
with your usual prudence, in what manner it 
will be best and most adviseable for you to act* 
Farewel. 



ofa very considerable army in the NarbonensianGaol,whicli 
C^sar had annexed to the province of Spain, in favour of 
Lepidus. Pigh. Jnnal. ii. 45 i • Vel. Patercul. ii. 63* 80* 
JD/o, xlv. 275. 

^ The senate had lately decreed, that the statue of Lepiduf 
should be erected in the forum with an inscription, in honour 
of the services he had performed to his country, by prevailing 
with young Pompey to lay down bis arms. Phil^. xvi. 4> 
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LETTER XV. 

[A. u. 7io:i 
To Caius Cassius. 

I WILL not tell you with how much zeal I 
lately stood forth, both in the senate and be- 
fore the people, an advocate for the advance- 
ment of your honours*; as it is a circumstance 
which I had rather you should learn from the 
letters of your family, than from my own hand. 
I should easily have carried my point in the 
former, if I had not met with a strenuous op- 
position from Pansa. Nevertheless, after hav- 
ing enforced my sentiments in the senate, I 
made a speech to the same purpose in an as- 
sembly of the people ; to which I was intro- 
duced by Marcus Servilius, the tribune. I 
urged upon this occasion, (and with a warmth 
and vehemence suitable to a popular audience,) 
all that I most justly might in your favour: 
atid my speech was received with a louder and 

i Dp]a)3eUa having entered into A^ia Minor, and com* 
mitted great outrages and hostilities in that province, was 
declared, by a general vote of the senate, a public enemy: 
in consequence of which, a debate arose concerning thq 
person to whom the war to be carried on against Dolabellit 
should be entrusted. Cic«ro moved that a commissioii 
should be granted to Cas$ius for that purpose, with the lao^x, 
, honourable and extensive powers. But his motion was 
qYe1^-ruIed by the superior interest of Pansa^ who seems to 
have been secretly desirpUJS of obtlUQUig A}» comowd foi 
himself. Yid.PhiHp.xl 
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more universal applause than ever was known 
before. I hope you will pardon me that I took 
these steps contrary to the persuasions of your 
mother-in-law; who was apprehensive they 
might give offence to Pansa. He did not, in* 
deed, forget to avail himself of these fears : and 
he assured the people, that even your own fa- 
mily were averse to my making this motion. I 
was by no means, I confess, governed by their 
sentiments in the case : as I acted entirely with 
a view to an interest which I have always en- 
deavoured to promote; the interest I mean of 
the republic in general, as well as with a regard 
to the advancement of your glory in particular. 
There is one article upon which I very largely 
expatiated in the senate, as I afterwards repeated 
it likewise in my speech to the people ; and I 
hope your conduct will fully justify what I then 
said. I undertook to assure the public, that 
you would not wait for the sanction of our de- 
crees; but, agreeably to your usual spirit, would, 
upon your own single authority, take such mea- 
sures as should appear expedient to you for the 
defence of the commonwealth. I went even 
farther, and almost ventured to affirm, that you 
had already acted in this manner. The truth 
of it is, although I was not at that time cer- 
tainly informed either in what part of the world 
you were, or what number of troops you were 
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furnished with ; yet I was confident, I said, 

~t;liat every legion in Asia ^ had submitted to your 

oommand, and that you had recovered that 

province to the republic. I have only to add 

noy wishes, that • in every enterprise you shall 

undertake, you may still rise above yourself 

ipvitb superior glory. Farewel. 



LETTER XVI. 

[A. U.710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

I SHOULD employ this letter in giving you a 
full explanation of my measures, if 1 bad no 
other method of convincing you, that I have 
in every respect conducted myself towards the 
republic agreeably to my own promises and to 
your persuasions. I have ever been ambitious, 
indeed, of obtaining your esteem, as well as 
your friendship : and if I have wished to se« 
cure you for my advocate where I have acted 
wrong, I have been no less desirous of giving 
you occasion to applaud me for acting right. 
But' I was going to say, that I shorten this let- 
ter for two reasons : the first is, because I have 
entered into an ample detail of every thing in 
my public manifesto^; and the next, becauiSe 

^ Alia Minor. ^ See the next letter. 
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you will receive a circumstantial account of at! 
that rektes to me from Marcus Varisidkfei a^ 
Homaft knight, and my particular friend, v^h^m 
I Irtive directed to wait wpon you. Ift ther tt^an 
tinac, let me protest, that it was not wit^oM 
m\jtcb concern that I s%bW others antieipaffe me 
in the good opinion of the republic : buC i Ust* 
bore to declare myself, till I should be in a 
condition to effect something worthy of those 
expectations the senate has conceived of me, 
and of that high oflSce '' I shall shortly bear. 
And should fortune siecond my endeavours, I 
hope to render such considerable services to the 
republ!:^; that not only the present age shall feef 
the advantage of my assistance, but that it shafl 
be remembered, likewise, in times to come. 
Meanwhile, that I may pursue tliese endeavours 
with the greater alacrity, let me entreat your 
suffrg^ge in procuring me those honours which 
your letter sets before my view as incitements 
of my patriotism : arid your interest for this 
purpose is equal, I well know, to your inclina- 
tion. Take' care of your health, and give me 
your friendship in the same degree that I sin- 
cerely give you mine. 

^ The cbQsrulate, upon \viuch Plaitckis was tx^eAtbtf tluif' 
following year. 



LETTER XVIL 

[A. U. 710.] 

Px.ArNGus, Consul elect, to the ConsuiS) !&# 

Pxastoiis^ the Tribunes, the Senate, aiKl 

the Commons of Rome* 

BxFORfi I make any professions with respect 
to my future conduct, I deem it necessary to 
justify Qftyself to those who may think that I 
have held the republic too long in suspense 
concerning my desigps^^. For I would by no 
means, have, it imagined that I anot atoning for 
mf paat behaviour^ when,, in feet, I am^ only 
aeiziiig; the. first favourable opportunity of pub« 
Ucly declaring a resolution, which I have long, 
formed. I. was in no sort ignorant, however,: 
Ae^ at a time of such general, and alarming 
MUfufiions,. a less deliberate discovery q£ my, inr 
Qial&oas; would have proved most to^ my o<wn^ 
f^nmaiA advantage: aS' I was sensible that, se-^ 
ifAfOl ,of my fellow- citizens, had been distin<- 
gliished with, great honours, by a mor^e haety 
eiiplication* of their purposes* But as.for-tune< 
bad placed me. in such a situation^ that I could 
aot. U0( earlier in^ testifying, mine- without pii€y[u- 
djieing that cause which I. could better s^ve bj« 
concealing them ; I was willing to suffer for a 
season in the good opinion of the world : as I 

< S«e rem. 3. p. 134. of this vol. 
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preferred the interest of the public to that of 
my own reputation. That this was the genuiMf 
motive of my proceedings, cannot reasonably, 
I trusty be questioned. For can it be supposed 
that a man, in thy prosperous circumstances^ and 
of my welUcnown dourse of life, whose utmost 
hopes too were upon the very point of being 
crowned ^ could be capable either of meanly 
submitting to the destructive ambition of an- 
other, or impiously cherishing any dangerous 
schemes of his own ? But it required some 
time, as well as much pcdns and expense, to 
lender myself able to perform those assaranpes 
I purposed to give to the republic, and tor 
every friend of her cause; that I might not 
approach with mere empty professions to the 
assistance of my country, but with the powef 
of performing an effectual service. To thb 
end, as the army under my command had 
been strongly and frequently solicited to re* 
volt, it was necessary to persuade them that 
a moderate reward, conferred by the gene- 
ral voice of the commonwealth, was far pre- 
ferable to an infinitely greater from any single 
hand. My next labour was to convince 
those many cities which had been gained the 



9 Alluding to his being to enter the next year on thecoQ< 
ittlar office. 
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last jear by largesses and other donations, that 
these were obligations of no validity, and that 
they should endeavour to obtain the same bene- 
fitctions from a better and more honourable 
quarter. I had still the farther task to prevail 
with those who commanded in the neighbourw 
ing provinces, to join with the more numerous 
party in a general association for the defence of 
oor common liberties, rather than unite with 
the smaller number, in hopes of dividing the 
spoib of a victory that must prove fatal to the 
whole world. Add to this, that I was obliged 
to augment my own troops and those of my 
auxiliaries, that I might have nothing to fear 
whenever I should think proper, contrary to the 
inclination of some about me, openly to avow 
the cause which it was my resolution to defend. 
Now, I shall never be ashamed to acknowledge, 
that, in order to bring these several schemes to 
bear, I submitted, though very unwillingly in- 
deed, to the mortification of dissembling the 
intentions I really had, and of counterfeiting 
those which I certainly had not : as the fate of 
my colleague ^ had taught me how dangerous it 

1 Decimus Brutus. To what particular circumstance 
of His conduct Plancus alludes, the history of these times 
does not discover. Perhaps,ihc may only mean, in general, 
that Decimus had imprudently drawn upon himself the siege 
of Modena, before he had made the proper dispositions 
against an attack. 

VOL. III. Q 
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is for a man who means well to his country, to 
divulge bis resolutions ere he is sufficiently pt€h 
pared to carry them into execution. For this 
reason it was that . I directed my brave and 
worthy lieutenant, Caius Fumius, to represeJol 
to you, more fully than I thought prudent to 
explain in my dispatches, those measures which 
seemed necessary for the preservation both of this 
province and of the republic in general, as fae« 
ing the more concealed method of conveying 
my sentiments to you upon that subject, as well 
as the safer with respect to myself. 

It appears, then, that I have long been secrefct 
ly attentive to the defence of the commonwealtfa. 
But now that, by the bounty of the gods, I am 
in every respect better prepared for that pur* 
pose, I desire to give the world, not only rea<^ 
son to hope well of my intentions, but clear and 
undoubted proofs of their sincerity. 

I have five legions in readiness to march ; all 
of them zealously attached to the republic, and 
disposed, by my liberalities, to pay an entire 
obedience to my orders. The same dispositioD 
appears in every city throughout this provinoet: 
and they earnestly vie with each other, in giv- 
ing me the strongest marks of their duty. Ac- 
cordingly, they have furnished me with as coo* 
siderable a. body of auxiliary forces, both horse 
and foot, as they could possibly have raised for 
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the support of their own national liberties. As 

for myself, I am ready either to remain here, in 

order to protect this province, or to march 

wheresoever else the republic shall demand my 

services* I will oflFer yet another alternative; 

9od' either resign my troops and government 

iotoinoy hands that shall be appointed, or draw 

upon myself the whole weight of the war; if 

by these means I may be able to establish the 

tranquillity of my country, or even retard those 

calamities with which it is threatened. 

If, at the time that I am making these decla- 
rations, our public disturbances should happily 
be composed, I shall rejoice in an event so ad- 
vantageous to the commonwealth, notwith- 
standing the honour t shall Mse by being too 
late in, the tender of my services ^ BMt, on the 
qontr^y, if I am early enough in ij^y oflfers tp 
bcur a full part in all the dangers pf the war ; 
let. me .recommend it to every man of justice 
aad candour to vindicate me against the male* 
vol^pce of those, whom envy may pxompt to 
asperse my character. 

In my own particular, I desire no greater re- 
ward for my services, than the satisfaction of 

• This passage sufficiently discovers the true motive of 
I^lancus's present decUratiom : as they appear evidently to 
Kave flowed from some reason he had to believe, that the con- 
test between Antony and the senate was lilcely to be adjusted 
in an amicable manner. 
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having contributed to the security of the re* 
public. But I thmk myself bound to recom* 
mend those brave and worthy men to ybur es- 
pecial favour, who, partly in compliance with 
my. persuasions, but much more in confidence 
of your good faith, would not suffer themselves 
to be prevailed upon by all the applications 
that have been made both to their hopes and 
their fears, to depart from tHeir duty to the 
GommdQwealth. 



LETTER XVIII. 



f ■ d 



[A. t. 710.] 

To Planqus. 

Although I had received a very full account 
from our friend Fumius of your disposition 
with regard to the republic, and of the m&. 
sures you were meditating in its defence ; yet 
the perusal of your letter^ afforded me la still 
clearer view into the whole plan of yoilr patriot 
purposes. Notwithstanding, then, that you 
should not have an opportunity of executing 
your projected services, as the fate of the com* 
mon wealth, which depends upon a single bat- 
tle, will probably be decided ere this reaches 

» The foregoing letter to the senate. 
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your hands; yet you haye acquired, neverthe- 
less, great and universal applause from what the 
ivorld has been informed of your general good 
intentions. Accordingly, had either of the 
coii3uls been in Rome^ when your dispatches; 
arrived, the senate would have declared, and in 
terms, I am persuaded, extremely to your ad-, 
vantage, the sens^ it enter'tains of your zealous 
and acceptable preparations in their cause. 
The proper season, however, for your, being re- 
warded with honours of this kind, is, in my. 
opinion at least, so far from being elapsed, that, 
on the contrary, it seems to be scarce fully ar-, 
rived : as those distinctions alone appear to me 
to deserve the name of honours, that are con- 
ferred by our country, not in expectation of 
services to come, but in just retribution tQ 
those that have effectually been performed. 
Believe me, if any form of government should 
subsist amongst us where merit can hope to be 
distinguished, you will shine out with all the 
xuost illustrious dignities it can bestow. But 
nothing of this kind (let me repeat it again) 
c:an justly be called an honour, but what is 
^tven. not as the incentive of an occasional 
service, but as the recompence of a constant 

^ '^ The two consuls, Hirtius and Pansa, were both in 
'* Gauly and waiting to attempt a decisive battle with Anto- 
'* ny, in order to deliver Decimus Brutus from the danger lie 
'* was in at Modena.'^ Mr, Ross, 
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and uniform course of patriotism. Be it ttiao 
your earnest endeaivour, my dear Plancus, to 
acquire these well- merited rewards, by ad- 
vancing to the relief of your colleague* ; by 
improving that wonderful unanimity which ap- 
pears in every province for the support of the 
common cause ; and by giving all possible suc^' 
cour to your country in general. Be persuaded 
that I shall always be ready to assist your schemes 
with my best advice, and to promote your ho* 
nours with my utmost interest : in a word, that 
I shall act, upon every occasion wherein you are 
concerned, as one who is most sincerely and 
most warmly your friend. I am so, indeed, 
not only from that intercourse of affectionate 
good offices by which we have been long mu- 
tually united, but from the love I bear likewise 
to my country; in tenderness to which I am 
more anxious for your life than for my own. 
Farewel. 

March the 30th. 

^ Decimus Brutiif. 
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LETTER XIX. 

[A.U. 710.] 
- To CORNIFICIUS. 

I AGR££ with you in thinking that those who 
were concerned in the design upon Lilybseum^ 
deserved to have been executed upon the spot. 
But you spared them, it seems, in^ the apprehen* 
sioa that the world would condemn you as too 
freely indulging a vindictive spirit : yet, as well 
might you have been apprehensive, my friend, 
that the world would condemn you for acting 
too agreeably to your patriot character. 

I very gladly embrace your overtures of re- 
newing that association with you, for the de- 
fence of the republic, in which I was formerly 
engaged with your father: and I am persua- 
^ied it is an association, my dear Comificius, in 
^hich we shall ever be united. It is with 
much pleasure, likewise, that I find you esteem 
it unnecessary to send me any ceremonious ac- 
knowledgments of my services ; formalities, 
indeed, would ill agree with that intimacy 
which subsists between us. 



• A city in Sicily, opposite to the coast of Libya in Afri- 
ca. The particulars of the affair alluded to, as well as the 
persons concerned in it, are unknown. 
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If the senate were ever holden in the absence 
of the consuls, unless upon some very sudden 
and extraordinary occasion, it would have been 
more frequently summoned in order to concert 
proper measures for the support of your autbo- 
rity. But as neither Hirtius nor Pieinsa are in 
Rome, no decree can at present be procured, in 
relation to the several sums of two millions ""y 
and of seventy millions* of sesterces, which you 
mention. I think, however, that you are suf- 
ficiently authorized to raise this money by way 
of loan, in virtue of that general decree of the 
senate by which you were confirmed in your 
government. 

I imagine you are informed of the state of our 
affairs, by those to whom it properly belongs to 
send you the intelligence. As for myself, I con- 
ceive great hopes that things will take a favour- 
able turn. I am not wanting, at least, in my ut- 
most vigilance and efforts for that purpose : and 
I am resolutely waging war against every foe to 
the republic. The recovery of our liberties 
does not seem, indeed, even wow, to be a mat- 
ter of great difficulty : I am sure it would have 
been perfectly easy, if some persons had acted 
in the manner they ought. Farewel. 

7 About 16,000/. of our money. 
• About 560,000/. 



/ 
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LETTER XX. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

Xt is principally for the sake of my country 
that I ought to rejoice in the vei;y powerful 
succours with which you have strengthened 
the republic, at a juncture when it is well-nigh 
reduced to the last extremity. I protest, how- 
ever, by all my hopes of congratulating you 
on the victorious deliverance of the common- 
wealth, that a considerable part of the joy 
which I feel upon this occasion, arises from the 
$hare I take in your glory. Great, indeed, is 
the reputation you have already acquired ; and 
great, I am persuaded, will be the honours that 
will hereafter be conferred upon you: for as- 
5ure yourself, nothing could make stronger im- 
pression upon the senate than your late letter* 
to that assembly. It did so, both with respect 
to those very important services which it 
brought us an account that you had performed, 
and with regard to that strength of sentiment 
and expression with which it was drawn up. 
It contained nothing, however, that was in the 
least unexpected to myself: as I was not only 
perfectly well acquainted with your heart, and 

• The letter hero mentif)ncd seems to have been a subse- 
quent one to that which stands the 17th in the present book. 
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had not forgotten the promises you had given 
me in your letters, but as I had received from 
Furnius a full information of all your designs. 
These, indeed, appeared to the senate much be- 
yond what they had allowed themselves to hope, 
not that they ever entertained the least doiibt 
of your disposition ; but because they were by 
no means sufficiently apprised either of what 
you were in a condition to effect, or whither 
you purposed to march. It was with infinite 
pleasure, therefore, that I read the letter which 
Marcus Varisidius delivered to me on your part 
I received it on the 7th of this month, in the 
morning, amidst a large circle of very worthy 
citizens, who were attending in order to con- 
duct me from my house: and I immediately 
gave them a share in my joy. Whilst we were 
mutually congratulating each other upon this 
happy occurrence, Munatius came to pay me 
his usual morning visit; to whom I likewise 
communicated your letter. It was the first no- 
tice he had received of an express being ar- 
rived from you : as Varisidius, in pursuance of 
your directions, did not deliver any of his dis- 
patches till he had first waited upon me. A 
short time, however, after Munatius had left 
me, he returned with your letter to himself, 
together also with that which you wrote to the 
senate. We thought proper to carry the latter 
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immediately to Cornutus ; who, as prsetor of 
the city, supplies the office of the consuls in 
their absence, agreeably, you know, to an an- 
x:ient and established custom. The senate was 
instantly summoned : and the expectation that 
WM raised by the general report of an express 
being arrived from you, brought together a 
very full assembly. As soon as your letter was 
read, it was objected that Cornutus had not 
taken the auspices in a proper manner: and 
this scruple was confirmed by the general sen- 
timents of our college^. In consequence of this, 
the senate was adjourned to the following day; 
when I had a very warm contest with Servilius^ 
who strenuously opposed the passing of any 
decree to your honour. For this purpose he 
bad the interest to procure his own motion to 
be first proposed to the senate * : which being 
rejected, however, by a great majority, mine 
was next taken into consideration. But when 
the senate had unanimously agreed to it, Pub- 
lius Titius^, at the instigation of Servilius, in- 

9 See rem. 3. p. 279. vol. i. 

* The senate tould not enter into any debate, unless the 
subject of it was proposed to them in form by some of the 
magistrates ; who had the sole privilege of referring any 
question to a vote, or of dividing the house upon it. Middlet. 
on the Rom, S. p. 155. 

* One of the tribunes. It has already been observed, that 
those magistrates had a power of putting a stop to the pro- 
ceedings of the senate, by their single negative. 
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terposed his negative. The farther deliberation 
.upon this affair was postponed, therefore, to 
the next day; when Servilius came prepared 
to support an opposition, which, in some sort,- 
might be considered as injurious to the honour, 
even of Jupiter himself; as it was in the Capi*' 
toF that the senate, upon this occasion, was as- 
sembled. I leave it to your other friends to 
inform you in what manner I mortified Servf- 
lius, and with how much warmth I exposed 
the contemptible interposition of Titius. But 
this I will myself assure you, that the senate 

3 The Capitol was a temple dedicated to Jupiter, and the 
most considerable structure of the sacred kind in all Rome. 
The ruins of this celebrated edifice are still to be seen. None 
of the commentators have taken notice of the indirect com* 
pliment which Cicero here pays to Plancus : which seeroi, 
however, to deserve a particular explanation. I'he Capitol 
wat held in singular veneration, as being built upon the spot 
which Jupiter was supposed to have chosen for the visible 
manifestation of his person. In consequence of this popular 
superstition, both Horace and Virgil often speak of the pros- 
perity and duration of the Capitol, as a circumstance upon 
which the fortune of the whole empire depended : 

_^_ Stet Capitolium 

FidgenSy triumphatisque possit 

Romaferox dare jura Media, Hor. Od. iii. 3. 42. 

Dum domus Mnea Capitoli immobile saxum 

Jccolet, imperiumque Pater Romanus hahebit, JEn. ix. 448. 

Cicero therefore, by a very artful piece of flattery, insi- 
nuates, that the opposition Servilius made to the honours 
which the senate intended to have paid to Plancus, was, in 
effect, an affront to that supreme and guardian divinity in 
whose temple the transaction passed, as being contrary to 
I he interest of a republic which was distinguished by Jupiter 
himself with his immediate presence. Vid. Bn, viii. 34o. 
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coald not possibly act with greater dignity and 
spirit;- or shew a stronger disposition to ad- 
vance your honours, than it discovered upon' 
this occasion. Nor are you less in favour with 
the whole city in general : as> indeed^ all orders 
and degrees of men amongst us remarkably 
concur in the same common zeal for the deli^ 
^erance of the republic. Persevere then, my 
fiiend, in the glorious course upon which you 
have entered: and let nothing Ijess than im- 
mortal fame be the object of your well-directed 
ambition. Despise the false splendour of all 
those empty honours that are short-lived, tran- 
sitory, and perishable. True glory is founded 
upon virtue alone : which is never so illustri- 
ously distinguished as when it displays ibelf by 
important services to our country. You have 
at this time a most favourable opportunity for 
that purpose : which as you have already em- 
braced, let it not slip out of your hands till you 
shall have employed it to full advantage ; lest 
it be said, that you are more obliged to the re- 
public than the republic is obliged to you. As 
for my own part, you will always find me " 
ready to contribute to the advancement as well 
as to the support of your dignities : indeed, it 
is what I owe not only to our friendship, but 
to the commonwealth, whiph. b hx dearer to me 
than life itself. 
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Whilst I was employing my best services for 
the promotion of your honours, I received 
great pleasure in observing the prudence and 
fidelity which Titus Munatius exerted for the 
same purpose. I had experienced those quali*; 
ties in him upon other occasions : but the in* 
credible diligence and aJfTection with: which ^ 
acted for your interest in this affair, shewed 
them to me in a still stronger and more con- 
spicuous point of view. Farewel. 

April the llth. 

LETTER XXI. 

[A.U.710.] 

■ . * * 

To CORNIFICIUS. 

My friendship with Lucius Lamia is well 
known, I am persuaded, not only to yourself, 
who are acquainted with all the circumstances 
of my life, but to every Roman in general. It 
most conspicuously appeared, indeed, to the 
whole world, when he was banished by the con* 
sul Gabinius*, for having, with so remarkable a 
spirit of freedom and fortitude, risen up in my 
defence ^ Our friendship, however, did not 
commence from that period : it was from an af- 
fection of a much earlier date, that he was in- 
duced thus generously to expose himself to 

^ See rem. tl, p. 174. vol, i. 

• When Cicero was persecuted by Clodius. 
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every danger in my cause. To these his me- 
ritorious services I must add, that there is no 
man whose company affords me a more true 
cuid exquisite entertainment After y^haX I 
hsLwe thus said, you will think it needless, sure-^ 
ly, that I should use much rhetoric in recoin- 
Blending him to your favour. You! see the just 
reason I have for giving him so large a shiare 
of my affection : whatever terms^ therefore, the 
strongest friendship can require upon an occa- 
sion of this nature, let your imaginatbh supply 
for me in the present I will only' assure you^ 
that your good offices to the agents, the serf 
?ants, and the family of Lamia, in ev^ry article 
wlierein his affairs in y<)ur province, shall re^. 
quire them, will be a more aceeptaUe instance 
of your generosity than any you eould- confer ia 
my own personal concerns. I am persuaded, in- 
deed, from your great penetration into the cha- 
racters of men, that without my recommenda- 
tion you would be perfectly well-disposed to 
give him your best assistance. I must confess, 
at the same time, I have heard that you suspect 
him of having signed some decree of the senate 
injurious to your honour. But I must assure 
you, in the first place, that he never signed any 
during the administration of those consuls®; 

^ It is altogether uncertain to what consuls Cicero alludes : 
Manutius supposes, to Antony and Dolabella. 
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and, in the next, that almost all the decrees 
which were pretended to be passed at that timet 
were absolutely forged. The truth is, yoa 
might just as reasonably suppose I was con« 
eerned in that decree to which my name was 
subscribed, relating to Sempronius ; though in 
£su:t I was then absent from Rome, and cooei^ 
plained, I remember, of the injury that had been 
done me, in a letter which I w rote to you upcm 
the occasion. But not to enter farther into 
tliis subject ; I most earnestly entreat you, my 
dear Cornificius, to consider the interest of 
Lamia in all respects as mine, and to let hioi 
see that my recommendation has proved of 
singular advantage to his affairs; assuring your- 
self, that you cannot in any instance more ef- 
fectually oblige me. Farewel. 
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LETTER XXH. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To the same. ^ 

iDoRiriFicius delivered your letter to me 01 
the 17th of March, about three weeks, as he 
told me, after he had received it from your 
bands. The senate did not assemble either on 
that day or the next; however on the 9th 
Ihey metf when I defended your cause in n 
very full house, and with no unpropitious re- 
gards from Minerva \ I may with peculiar 
propriety say so, as the statue of that guardian 
goddess of Rome, which I formerly erected in 
the GapitoP, and which had lately been thrown 
down by a high wind, was at the same time 
decreed to be replaced. Your letter, which 
Pftfisa read to the senate, was much approved^ 
and afforded great satisfaction to the whole asr' 
aembly. It fired them, at the same time, with 

* It was a sort of proverbial expression among the Ro- 
mans, when thay spoke of any successful undertaking, to 
^ay that it was carried on *' not without the approbatioii 
** of Minerva." 

• " Cicero, a little before his retreat into banishment, 
^* took a small statue of Minerva, which had long been re* 
*' verenced in his family as a kind of tutelar deity, and car- 
** lying it to the Capitol, placed it in the temple of Jupiter, 
** under the title of Minervay the gvardimt ef tkt dty." Life 
^f Cic. i. 350. 

VOL. nr. ' n 
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general indignation against the impudent at- 
tempts of the horrid Minotaur / "for so I may 
well call those combined adversaries of yours, 
Calvisius and Taurus^. It was proposed, there- 
fore, that the censure of the senate should pass 
upon them ; biit that motion was over-ruled by. 
the more merciful Pansa. However, a decree 
was voted upon this occasion extremely te 
your honour. 

As for my own good oflSces in your fiaivour, 
be assured, my dear Comificius, they have not 
been wanting from the first moment I con- 
ceived a hope of recovering our liberties. Ac- 
cordingly, when I laid a foundation for that 
purpose on the 20th of December last*, while 
the rest of those who ought to have been 
equally forward in that work stood timidly 
hesitating in what manner to act, I had a par- 
ticular view to the preserving you in your pre- 
sent post ; and to this end I prevailed with the 
senate to agree to my motion concerning the 
continuance of the proconsuls in tlmr respec- 

8 The Minotaur was a fabulous monstrr, which the poets 
describe as half man half bull. Cicero, therefore, in allusiou 
to the name of Taurus, who had joined with Calvisius in 
fcome combination against Cornificius, jocosely gives them 
the appellation of the Minotaur. 

* When he spoke his third and fourth Philippic orations ; 
wherein Cicero endeavoured, amongst oiher articles, to ani- 
mate the senate and the people to vigorous measures against 
Antony, 
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five provinces. But my zeal in your cause did 
not terminate here ; and I still continued mf 
attacks upon that person, who, in contempt of 
the senate, as well as most injuriously to you, 
had, even whilst he himself was absent from 
Rome, procured your government to be allotted. 
to him. My frequent, or, to speak inOre pro- 
perly, tny incessant remonstrances against his 
proceedings, forced him, much against his ii> 
clinations, to enter Rome ; where he found him- 
self obliged to relinquish the hopes of an ho- 
nour, which he thought himself no less sure of 
than if it had been in his actual possession. It 
gives me great pleasure that these my just and 
honest invectives against your adversary, in 
conjunction with your own exalted merit, have 
secured yon in your government; as I rejoice 
extremely, likewise, in the distinguished ho- 
nours you have there received. 

I very readily admit of your excuse in regard 
to Sempronius ; well knowing that your con- 
duet upon that occasion may justly be imputed 
to those errors to which we were all equally 
liable, whilst we trod the dark and dubious 
paths of bondage. I myself, indeed, the grave 
inspirer of your counsels, and the firm defender 
of your dignities, even I, my friend, was inju- 
diciously hurried away by my indignation at 
the times, when, too hastily despairing of li» 

a 3 
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berty, I attempted to retire into Greece ^ But 
the Etesian winds, like so many patrk)t*cili- 
sens, refused to waft me from the commoo- 
wealth ; whilst Auster, conspiring in their de- 
signs, collected his whole force, and drove me 
back again to Regium. From thence I re* 
turned to Rome, with all the expedition that 
sails and oars could speed me : and, the very 
next day after my arrival, I shewed the world 
that I was the only man, amidst a race of the 
most abject slaves, that dared to assert hia 
freedom and independency '^. I inveighed, ki* 
deed, against the measures of Antony with so 
much spirit and indignation, that he lost all 
manner of patience; and pointing the whole 
rage of his Bacchanalian fury at my devoted 
bead, he at first endeavoured to gain a pretence 
of assassinating me in the senate ; but tiiat pro- 
ject not succeeding, his next resource was to 
lay wait for my life in private. But I extricated 
myself from his insidious snares, and drove 
him, all reeking with the fumes of his nauseous 
hitemperance, into the toils of Octavius*. That 

• An account of this intended voyage has already been 
given in a former note. See rem, 3. p. 134. of this vol. 

7 This seems to allude to his having refused to pay obe- 
dience to a summons from Antony, to attend a meeting of 
thtt senate which ^vas held on that day. See rem. 1. p. 142. 
of this vol. 

* Octavius, as soon as he returned into Italy after the 
di'ath of Cxsar^ endeavoured to secure Ciccro^in bis interest; 
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excellent youth drew together a body of troop% 
in the first place, for his o^vn and tny partica- 
lar defence; and in the next, for that of the r^ 



«8 Cicero appeared no less forward to embrace the friend- 
ship of Octavius. They botb of them, indeed, had one of the 
strongest of all motives, perhaps, for a mutual coalition; an 
there is nothing in which men seem to unite more amicably, 
than in hunting down the same common foe. The league, 
however, into which Cicero entered with Octavius, extended 
no farther, at first, than to a matter of mere civil contr<^ 
vejrsy : and he only engaged to support Octavius in his claim 
of part of Caesar's estate, which Antony, it was alleged, in- 
juriously withheld from him. But even this was going a 
greater length than a true patriot could prudently have ven- 
tured. For though the contest between Antony and Octa- 
vius, with respect to the money in question, was altogether 
personal, yet " by natural consequence (as the accurate obi- 
'* server upon the epistles bet*veen Cicero and Brutus justly 
^ renuirks) it became a matter of more extensive concerU. 
*' In the first place, it was joined with the succession to the 
** name of Ciesar; which was looked upon by the chids of 
'^ the Csesarean party as an earnest of the continuance ci 
" the.public settlement made by Caesar in the person of Ocr 
" tavius; and, on the same account, it was always suspected 
*' by the more discerning republicans. In the nejjt place, i^ 
" gave Octavius the plausible occasion of being the distin- 
" guished asscrtor of Caesar's acts, and of the full execution 
** of all his bequests : by which means he drew upon him- 
" self the eyes of all the veterans, the military force of the 
" empire, and interested the whole populace of Rome in his 
'' cause ; since it was the common cause of all who were ex- 
** pecting with impatience the effect of Caesar's liberality.* 
However, had Cicero's engagements withOctavius ended here, 
his conduct might have been excused, at least, though it cer * 
tainly could not have been justified. But when he afterwards 
armed Octavius with the power and the dignities of the state; 
when he trusted (as the excellent author of the observations 
on his life ingeniously expresses it) the last stake of. liberty in 
the hands of a man who had so great temptations to betray it; 
he seems clearly to hare acted in contradiction to the senti- 
ments of his heart, and to have sacrificed the cause of the 
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public in general; which if he had not happily 
raised, Antony, in his return from Brundisium, 
would have spread desolation, like a wasting 
pestilence, around the land. What followed I 
need not add, as I imagine you are well ap- 
prised of all that has happened subsequent to 
that period. To return, then, to what gave 
occasion to this digression ; let me again assure 
you, that I am perfectly well satisfied with your 
excuse concerning Sempronius. The truth is, 
it was impossible to act with any determined 
steadiness and uniformity in times of such to- 
tal anarchy and confusion. '^ But other days 
" (to use an expression of Terence) are now 
** arrived, and other measures are now re- 
" quired." Come, then, my friend, let us sail 
forth together, and even take our place at the 
helm. All the advocates of liberty are embarked 
in one common bottom ; and it is my utmost 

republic to the hatred he bore to Antony. Plutarch ex- 
pressly assigns this as Cicero's motive for declaring in favour 
of Octavius; which, indeed, is abundantly confirmed by his 
letters to Atticus. It appears from these thiit there was so 
little difference, with respect to the republican interest, whe- 
ther Antony or Octavius was at the head of affairs, that nei- 
therAtticus norCicero could determine, in that view, which 
to prefer: valde tihi asscntiory says our author to his friend, 
ti multum possit OctatianuSy multo firmius acta tyrauni com^ 
probatum iriy qvam m tellun's: at^ue id contra Brutumjieri, 
Sin autetn vincitury vides wtclerabiUm Antonium, ut (juan te- 
lU nescias. Ad Att. xvi. 14. Plut. in Brut. Tunstal's ob- 
serv. on the epist. between Brut, and Cic. p. 132. Observ. 
on the life of Cic. p. 50. 



900S: Xlli. OF CICERO. S47 

endeavour to steer them right. May prosper- 
ous gales then attend our voyage ! But, what- 
ever winds may arise, my best skill, most as- 
suredly, shall not be wanting: and is it in 
the power of patriotism to be answerable for 
more? In the mean time, let it be your care to 
cherish in your breast every generous and ex- 
alted sentiment ; remembering always that your 
true glory must ever be inseparably connected 
with the republic. Farewel. 
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LETTER I. 

[A. U. 710.] 
Galb^^ to CiCIBO* 

On the 15th of this month, the day on which 
l^nsa intended to join the army of Hirtius, 
Antony drew out of his lines the second and 
thirty-fifth legions, together with his own pras- 
torian cohort, and that of Silanus^j both which 

1 He had been one of Cae;sar'3 lieutenants in Gaul ; but v 
not being favoured by him in his pursuit of the consulship, 
he joined in the conspiracy with Brutu& and Cassius. He 
was great-grand-tather to the emperor Galba. Quartier^ 

^ He was military tribune in the army of Lepidus ; and by 
tbe secret connivance, if not by the express ordeis, of that 
general, had conducted a body of troops to the assistance 
of Antony, ift the siege of Modeno. Dio^ xlvi. p. 33& 
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were composed of the Evocati^. I happened, 
at this time, to be in Pansa's army, having been 
sent an hundred miles express, in order to 
hasten his march* Antony advanced towards 
us with these troops, in the supposition that 
our forces consisted only of four new-raised 
legions ; whereas Hirtius, the better to secure 
our junction, had taken advantage of the pre- 
ceding night to reinforce us with the martial 
legion, which I generally commanded, as also 
with two praetorian cohorts. These regiments, 
upon the very first appearance of.Antony's ca- 
valry, could by no means be restrained from . 
engaging ; so . that we were under, an absolute 
necessity of following them to the charge. 
Antony, in order to deceive us into a be- 
lief that none of his legions were with him, 
had posted them at Forum-Gallorum*, and 
only appeared with his horse and light-armed 
troops in view. Pansa, when he saw that, 
contrary to his inclination, the martial legion 
had rushed on to the attack, gave directions, 
that two of his new-raised legions, which were, 
behind, should immediately come up. As soon 
as we had passed the woods and a morass, we 
formed in order of battle with twelve cohorts^; 
the other two legions I just now mentioned not 

* See rem. 1. p. 340. vol. i. 

^ Now called Castel-Franco, a small village on the ^mi- 
lian way, between Modena and Bologna. 

* A' cohort consisted of about four or five hundred men. 
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being yet arrived. Antony observing this, 
drew all his forces out of the village, and in- 
stantly began the engagement. 13oth sides 
maintained the first onset with the most obsti- 
nate bravery; though, indeed, our right wing, 
in which I commanded eight cohorts of tlie 
martial legion, at the very beginning of the 
action repulsed Antony's thirty-fifth legion, 
and pursued them above ****6 paces out of 
the field. But I no sooner observed the ene- 
^my's cavalry attempting to surround the wing 
■from which I had advanced, than I endea- 
voured to rejoin it; ordering, at the same time, 
my light-armed troops to engage Antony's 
Moorish horse, lest they should fall upon us 
in our rear. But whilst I was attempting to 
regain my post, I found myself in the midst 
of the enemy's troops, and perceived Antony 
himself at a small distance behind me. Upon 
this, throwing my shield cross my shoulders, 
I gallopped full speed towards one of our new- 
raised legions, which I saw advancing from the 
camp; the enemy, at the same time pursuing 
me on the one side, and our own men aiming 
their pikes at me on the other : but, as the lat- 
ter soon discovered who I was, I had the very 

^ ". The common editions add here guingentos: but it is 
•* not found either in Dr. Mead's MS. or any other 'autho- 
^* rity.*' Mr ^. Ross. 



258 THE LETTERS BOOK XIT^ 

extraordinary good fortune to escape. Caesar^t 
praetorian cohort ^ which was posted on the 
iEmilian road, made a very long and vigorous 
resistance. But our left wing, in which were 
two cohorts of the Martial legion, together 
with the praetorian cohort, and which formed 
indeed the weakest division of our army, began 
to give ground, being hemmed in by Antony's 
cavalry, in which he is extremely strong. As 
soon as all our troops had made good their re^ 
treat, I began to thinl^ of mine, and was the 
last tliat entered our camp. Antony, consider- 
ing himself as master of the field, imagined he 
could likewise take possession of our camp; 
but, after an unsuccessful attempt, he retired 
with great loss. 

As soon as Hirtius was informed of what had 
passed, he put himself at the head of twenty ve- 
teran cohorts, and meeting Antony in his return 
from the attack of our camp, engaged him upon 
the very spot where our action had just before 
happened, and entirely defeated his army. — 
About ten o'clock that night, Antony, with his 
cavalry, regained his camp near Mutina ; as 
Hirtius retired to that which Pansa had quitted 
in the morning, and in which he had left the 
two legions that repulsed Antony. 

The enemy have lost the greatest part of 

* Octavius. 
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their veteran troops. But this advantage was 
not to be obtained without a loss likewise on 
our side ; the praetorian cohorts^ together with 
the Martial legion, having somewhat suffered 
in this action. We have taken two legionary 
standards'^, together with sixty others; and, 
iipon the whole, have gained a very conside* 
mT)le victory. Farewel. 

From the camp, April the 20th. 

LETTER II. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Plancus to Cicero*. 

It affords me great pleasure to reflect, that I 
have amply justified your favourable represen- 
tations of me, by having strictly fulfilled the 
promises I made you. I give you a proof 
likewise of my particular, affection, by ac- 
quainting you, before any other of my friends, 
with the measures I have taken. I hope you. 
are well persuaded, that the republic will daily 
receive still stronger instances of my attach- 
ment: let me assure you, at least, that you 

7 Each legion had a chief standard carried before it, upon 
which was fixed the figure of an eagle : there was a particu- 
lar one likewise to every company. 

8 When Plancus wrote this letter, he had not receiVcd 
advice of the action between the troops of Antony and thoam 
of the republic ; of which an account has been given in t|ie 
preceding epistle. 
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shall be more and more convinced of it by the 
clearest and most unquestionable evidence. As 
to what concerns my own personal interest, I 
protest to you, my dear Cicero, by all my hopes 
of rescuing the republic from those imminent 
dangers to which it is exposed, that . not witJi- 
standing I esteem those illustrious recompences- 
which are conferred by the senate as no less 
desirable than immortal fame ; yet, believe rae, 
I shall not in the least remit of my earnest 
endeavours to assist the commonwealth, al- 
though I should never participate of its glori- 
ous rewards. If the ardour and efficacy of my 
zeal should not distinguish me, amidst those 
many excellent citizens who stand forth in the 
defence of. our country, let not your suflrage 
contribute to the increase of my honours. I 
have no ambition inconsistent with that rene- 
ral equality for which I have taken up arms ; 
and am perfectly well contented to leave it to 
your own determination, both when, and in 
what manner, my services shall be recompensed. 
Nothing, indeed, can be deemed too late or too 
inconsiderable, which is given to a man as a 
public testimony of his country's approbation. 

Having reached the Rhone by long marches, 
I passed that river with my whole army on the 
S7th of April ; and immediately ordered a de- 
tachment of a thousand horse to advance be- 
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fore me from Vienna^, by a shorter road. If I 
meet with no obstructions on the part of Le- 
pidus, I doubt not of giving the republic rea- 
son to be satisfied with my diligence and ex- 
pedition; but, if he should attempt to inter- 
cept my passage, 1 must take my measures as 
drcumstances shall require. Of this however 
I will now assure you, that the army I am 
conducting is highly respectable, whether 
considered with regard to the nature, the 
number, or the fidelity of my troops. I will 
only add, that I desire your friendship upon 
no other terms, than as you are sure I shall al- 
ways give you the warmest returns of mine. 
Farewel. 

9 It is now called Vienne ; a city in the province of Daii- 
phiny, situated upon the Rhone. 
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LETTER III. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Decimus Brutus to Cicero. 

# 

You arc sensible how great a loss the republhl 
has sustained bj the death of Pansa'. It b0^ 
hoves you, thertefore, to exert all your cfeAl 
and address, to prevent our enemies from entei^ 
taining any reasonable hope of recovering their 
strength, now that they have thus deprived M 
of both our consuls K I am preparing to pursue 
Antony immediately ; and, I trust, shall be able 
to render it impossible either for Antony hi 
continue Jn Italy, or for Ventidius^ to escape 
out of it. 

1 Pansa died at Bologna, a few days after the battle of 
Mutina, of the wounds he received in that action. AppiaA^ 
iii. p. 572. 

2 Hirtius and Octavius, after the battle mentioned in the 
preceding note, ** were determined, at all hazards, to relieve 
" Modena ; and after two or three days spent in finding the 
** most likely place of breaking through the intrenchments, 
" they made their attack with such vigour, that Antony, ra- 
" ther than suffer the town to be snatched at last out of 
** his hands, chose to draw out his legions and come to a 
*' general battle. The fight was bloody and obstinate, and 
** Antony's men, though obliged to give ground, bravely 
" disputed every inch of it: till Decimus Brutus, taking 
" the opportunity at the same time to sally out of the town, 
" at the head of his garrison, helped greatly to determine 
** and complete the victory. Hirtius pushed his advantage 

with great spirit, and forced his way into Antony's camp; 
butwhen he had gained the middle of it, was unfortunately 
" killed near the general's tent." Li/'e of Cic, iii. ^04. 

^ Ventidius was a soldier of fortune, who from the meanest 
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As I suppose you see very clearly the mea- 
sures which PolHo will pursue, I need say no- 
thing to you upon that article. But I make 
it my first and principal request, that you 
would send to Lepidus, in order, if possible, to 
prevent that light and inconstant man from re- 
newing the war, by joining with Antony : as 
both Lepidus and Pollio are at the head of very 
numerous and powerful armies. I do not men- 
tion this as imagining that you are not equally 
attentive to these important points ; but from 
the firm persuasion that Lepidus, however du- 

original, became oncof the most distinguished captains of the 
age. The father of Pompey having taken the city of Asca- 
lum, in the Italic or social war, reserved part of the inhabit- 
ants to grace his triumphal entry into Rome ; among which 
was the mother of Vcntidius, who walked before the victor's 
car, with her infant son at her breast. When he grew up, 
he gained his livelihood by serving us a groom ; in which 
employment having gotten together a litile money, he fur- 
nished himself with some mules and carriages, which he letout 
to the government for the use of the proconsuls in their way 
to the provinces. In this capacity he became known to Cae- 
sar, who observing in him a genius much superior to his sta- 
tion, took him into Gaul, whereheadvanced him in his army ; 
and after the civil wars were ended, gave him a place in the 
senate, and created him praetor. After the death of Csesar, 
he attached himself to the interest of Antony : to whose as- 
sistance he was at this time marching at the head of a consi- 
derable body of troops, which he had raised out of Caesar's 
veteran legions that were dispersed in different parts of Italy. 
Towards theend of thepresentyear, the triumvirate appointed 
him consul. Having, shortly afterwards, obtained a signal 
victory over the Parthians, his conduct and bravery were re- 
warded with a triumph : and, to crown the series of his glory, 
he was honoured at his death with a public funeral. AuL 
Gel. XV. 4. Dio, xliii. p; 239* ^^^* Paterc, iu 65. 

VOL. III. S 
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bk)us it may perhaps appear to the senate, will 
never of himself act in the manner he ought. 
Let me entreat you, likewise, to con6rm Plan*- 
cus in his present resolutions: who, I shOuU 
hope, when he sees Antony driven out of Italy, 
will not be wanting in his assistance to the r^ 
public. If the latter should have crossed the 
Alps, I purpose to post a proper number of 
forces to guard the passes of those mountains^c 
and you may depend upon my giving you re« 
gular notice of all my motions. FareweL 

fVom my camp at Regium^. 
April the Syth. 

LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

How pleasing was the letter I received from 
you two days before our victory at Mutina! 
wherein you gave me an account of the statei 
of your troops, of your zeal to the republic, 
and of the expedition with which you were ad- 
vancing to the relief of Brutus. But, notwith- 
standing that the enemy was defeated before 

< The intent of this guard seems to have been what Mr. 
Ross conjectures; in order to intercept the march of Venti- 
dius, and prevent him from following Antony over the Alps. 

^ A town upon the iBmilian way, betweea Modena and 
Parma. It is now called Reggio. 
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yoif could join our army, the hopes, neverthe- 
less, of the commonwealth are still fixed en- 
tirely upon you ; as the principal leaders of 
these infamous rebels have escaped, it is said, 
from the field of battle. You will remember, 
therefore, that to exterminate the remains of 
this party, will be a service no less acceptable 
to the senate, than if you had given them the 
£rst repulse. 

I am waiting, as well as many others, with 
great impatience for the return of your cou* 
riers. I hope that our late success will now 
induce even Lepidus himself to act in concert 
with you, for the defence of the cbmmon cause. 
I entreat you, my dear Plancus, to employ your 
utmost endeavours for this important purpose ; 
that every spark of this horrid war may be ut- 
terly and for ever extinguished. If you should 
be able to effect this, you will render a most 
godlike service to your country, and at the same 
time procure immortal honour to yourself. 
Farewel. 

May the 5 th. 



88 
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LETTER V. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To the same. 

I SEIZED the very first opportunity of contri- 
buting to the augmentation of your dignities: 
and I omitted no distinction that could be 
considered either as the applause or reward of 
merit. This you will perceive by the decree 
which has been voted to your honour with the 
utmost zeal and unanimity in a very full house : 
and it is expressed in the very words I dictated 
from a paper which I had drawn up for that 
purpose. I was sensible, at the same time, from 
your letter, that it was more your ambition to 
approve your actions to every honest mind, 
than to be distinguished with these ensigns of 
glory: but I thought it incumbent upon the 
republic to consider, not what you desire, but 
what you deserve. Let me only entreat you to 
finish the work which others have so happily 
begun; remembering, that whoever shall de- 
stroy Antony, will have the whole honour of 
concluding this war. It is thus that Homer 
gives the glory, not to Ajax, nor Achilles, but 
to Ulysses alone, of having exterminated Troy ^ 
Farewel. 

^ In the original it is, Hamerus non Ajaccmj nee Achillem^ 
ud Uli/ssem appellavit ^roAiiro^Sioy,— which is not strictly 
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LETTER VI. 

[A.-U.710.] 

Decimus Brutus to Cicero. 

I LOOK upon the obligations I have received 
^om you, as nothing inferior even to those 
^hich I have conferred upon the republic : but 
I am not capable, you are well assured, of 
making you so ill a return as I have experienced 
from some of n)y ungrateful countrymen. It 
might, perhaps, in the present conjuncture, be 
thought to have somewhat the air of flattery, 
were I to say, that your single applause out- 
weighs, in my esteem, their whole united ap- 
probation. It is certain, however, that you 
view my actions by the faithful light of dis- 
passionate truth and reason : whereas they, on 
the contrary, look upon them through the clouds 
of envy and malevolence. But I am little 
concerned how much soever they may oppose 
nay honours, provided they do not obstruct me 
in my services to the republic : the very dan- 
gerous situation of which, let me now point out 
to you, in as few words as possible. 

Irue; for Homer frequently gires that epithet to Achilles. 
I^lancus, however, could not mistake the hint, that any 
stratagem would be fair and honourable which should, for 
«ver remove Antony ©ut of their way. 
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In the first place then, you are sensible what 
great disturbances the death of the consuls'^ 
may create in Rome : as it may give occasion 
to all the dangerous practiced that ambition will 
suggest to those who are desirous of succeed- 
ing to their office^. This is all that prudence 
will allow me to say in a letter ; and all, indeed, 
that is necessary to be said to a man of your 
penetration. As to Antony, notwithstanding 
he made his escape from the field of battle with 
but a very few troops, and those too entirely 
dbarmed ; yet, by setting open the prisons, and 
by pressing all sorts of men that fell in his way, 
he has collected no contemptible number of 
forces. These have likewise been considerably 
augmented by the accession of the veteran and 
other troops of Ventidius ; who, after a very 
difficult march over the Apennine mountainSi 
has found means to join Antony in the fehs of 
Sabata^. The only possible scheme which the 
latter can pursue, is, either to have recourse to 
> Lepidus, if that general should be disposed to 
receive him ; or to post himself on the Alps 
and Apennines^ in order to make depredations 

* Hirtius and Pansa. 

* This seems plainly to point at Octavius; WJio, in fact, 
soon after procured himself to be elected consul, in con- 
junction with Quintus Pedius. 

9 Between the Alps fthd the Apetininfes, on ttie co&^t of 
O^noa. 
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with his cavalry (in which he is exceedingly 
strong) on the neighbouring country; or to 
inarch into Etruria*, where we have no army 
to oppose him. Had Csesar, however, passed 
tile Apennine mountains agreeably to my ad* 
vice ^, I should have driven Antony into such 
difficulties, that, perhaps, without striking a 
ftingle blow, I should have been able to have 
wasted his whole army by famine. But the mis- 
fortune is, that Cassar will neither be governed 
by me, nor will his army be governed by him : 
both which are very unhappy circumstances 
for our cause. This then being the sad state 
of public affairs, can I be solicitous, as I said 
above, what opposition I may meet with in re- 
spect to my own personal honours ? The par- 
ticulars I have here mentioned are of so very 
delicate a nature, that I know not how you 
will be able to touch upon them in the senate : 
or if you should, I fear it will be to no pur- 

* Tuscany. 

* '* Octavius, from the beginning, had no thoughts of pur- 
** suing Antony. He had already gained what he aimed at; 
•* had reduced Antony's power so low, and raised his own so 
^ high, as to be in a condition of making his own terms with 
** him in the partition of the empire: whereas, if Antony had 
** been wholly destroyed, the republican party would have 
** probably been too strong for him and Lepidus. When Oc- 
•* tavius was pressed, therefore, to pursue Antony, he con- 
** trived still to delay it until it was too late; taking himself 
^* to be more usefully employed in securing to his interest 
^ the troops of the consuls." Life qfCk, iii. 214. 
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pose. In the mean time, I am in no condition 
to subsist my troops any longer. When I 
first took up arms for the deliverance of the 
commonwealth, I had above four hundred 
thousand sestertia^ in ready money : but at 
present I have not only mortgaged every part 
of my estate, but have borrovi^ed all I could 
possibly raise on the credit of my friends. I 
leave you to judge, therefore, with what difli- 
culty I now maintain seven legions at my own 
expense. The truth is, I should not be equal 
to so great a charge, were I possessed of all 
Varro's* immense treasures. 

As soon as I shall receive any certain infor- 
mation of Antony's motions, I will give you 
notice. In the mean time, I will only add, that 
I desire the continuance of your friendship 
upon no other terms than as you shall find an 
equal return of mine. Farewel. 

From my camp at Tertona^. 
May the 5th. 

8 About 320,000/. sterling. 

* Who this man of immense wealth was, is not known* 
There is no reason to believe that he was the celebrated 
Terentius Varro, to whom several letters in the preceding 
part of this collection are addressed. 

^ TortonOf about thirty miles north from Genoa. 
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LETTER VII. 

[A. U. 710.3 

Plancus to Cicero. 

I GIVE you a thousand and a thousand thanks 
for your late favours, which, as long as I live, 
I shall always most gratefully acknowledge. 
More than this I dare not venture to promise : 
for I fear it will never be in my power to acquit 
such uncommon obligations; unless you should 
think (what your letter endeavours, indeed, viith 
much serious eloquence to persuade me) that to 
remember them is to return them. You could 
not have acted with a more affectionate zeal, if 
the dignities of your own son had been in ques- 
tion : and I am perfectly sensible of the high 
honours that were decreed to me in conse- 
quence of your first motion for that purpose. I 
am sensible, too, that all your subsequent votes 
in my behalf were entirely conforniable to the 
^circumstances of the times and the opinion of 
my friends : as I am informed, likewise, of the 
advantageous colours in which you are perpe- 
tually representing me, as well as of the fre- 
quent contests you sustain with my injurious 
detractors. It is incumbent upon me, there- 
fore, in the first place, to endeavour to con- 
vince the republic that I am worthy of the 
praises you bestow upon me ; and, in the next 
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place, to render you sensible that I gratefally 
bear your friendship in remembrance. I will 
only add, under this article, that I desire you 
to protect me in the honours I have thus pro- 
cured by your influence: but I desire it no 
otherwise than as my actions shall prove that I 
am the man you wish to find me. 

As soon as I had passed the Rhone, I detach- 
ed a body of three thousand^ horse under tb# 
command of my brother, with orders to ad-» ' 
vance towards Mutina, to which place I id* 
tended to follow them with the rest of my ar-> 
iny. But, on my march thither, I received ad* 
vice that an action had happened, and that the 
siege was raised. Antony, I find, has no other 
resource left but to retire into these parts with 
the remains of his broken forces. His only 
hopes, indeed, are, that be may be able to gain 
either Lepidus or bis army, in which there 
are some troops no less disaffected to the 
republic than those which served under An- 
tony himself. I thought proper, therefore, 
to recall my cavalry, and to halt in the coun- 
try of the Allobroges*^, that I may be ready 

^ In the second letter of this book, Plancus says this de- 
tachment consisted only of a thousand horse : in one or 
other, therefore, of these passages, the transcribers must 
have committed some mistake. 

7 It comprehended the territories of Geneva, wit^ part of 
Savoy and Dauphine ; and formed a district of the province 
under the command of Lepidiis. 
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to act as circumstances sbliU require. If An- 
tony should retire into this country destitute 
of men^ I make no doubt, notwithstanding 
that he should be received by the army of Le^ 
pidus, to be able to give li good account of 
bim with my present forces. Should he eveti 
Appear at the head of some troops, and should 
the tenth veteran legion re vol t^ which, together 
with the rest of those regiments, was, by my 
means, prcivailed upon to engage in the service 
of the republic ; yet I shall endeavour, by act- 
ing on the defensive, to prevent him from 
gaining any advantage over us; which I hope 
to effect, till a reinforcement from Italy shall 
enable me to exterminate this desperate crew. 
1 will venture, at leasts to assure you, my dear 
Cicero, that neither zeal nor vigilance shall be 
wanting on my part for that purpose. It is my 
sincere wish, indeed, that the senate may have 
no farther fears : but if any should still remain, 
no man will enter into their cause with greater 
warmth and spirit, nor be willing to suflfer more 
in the support of it, than myself. 

I am endeavouring to engage Lepidus to 
join with me in the same views : and I have 
promised him, if he will act with a regard to the 
interest of the republic, that I shall, upon all 
occasions, jield him An entire deference. I 
have employed my brother, together with Fur- 
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nius and Laterensis^ to negotiate this associa- 
tion between us : and no private injury done to 
myself shall ever prevent me from concurring 
with my greatest enemy, whenever it may be 
necessary for the defence of the commonwealth. 
But should these overtures prove unsuccessful, I 
shall istill persevere with the same zeal (and, 
perhaps, with more glory) in my endeavours to 
give satisfaction to the senate. Take care of 
your health, and allow me an equal return of 
your friendship. Farewel. 

LETTER VIIL 

£A. U. 710.] 

Decimus Brutus, Consul elect, to Cicero. 

I HAVE received a duplicate of the letter you 
sent me by my couriers ; to which I can only 
say, in return, that my obligations to you rise 
much higher than I can easily discharge. 

I gave you an account, in my last, of the pos- 
ture of our affairs : since which I have received 
intelligence that Antony is on his march to- 
wards Lepidus. Among some papers of Antony, 
which are fallen into my hands, I found a list of 
the several persons whom he intended to em- 

^ Furnius, it has already been observed, was lieutenant 
to Planous^ as Laterensis acted in the same capacity under 
Lepidut. 
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ploy as mediators in his behalf with Pollio, Le- 
pidus, and Plancus : so that he has not yet, it 
seems, given up all hopes of gaining the latter. 
Nevertheless, I did not hesitate to send an im- 
mediate express to Plancus, with advice of An- 
tony's march. I expect, within a few days, to 
receive ambassadors from the AUobroges, and 
all the other districts of this province : and I 
doubt not of dismissing them strongly con- 
firmed in their allegiance to the republic. You 
will be attentive on your part, I dare say, to 
promote all such necessary measures at Rome 
as shall be agreeable to your sentiments, and to 
the interest of the commonwealth. I am equally 
persuaded that you will prevent, if it be pos- 
sible to prevent, the malevolent schemes of my 
enemies. But if you should not succeed in 
these generous endeavours, you will, at least, 
have the satisfaction to find, that no indignities 
tliey can throw upon me, are capable of de- 
terring me from my purposes. Farewel. 

From my camp on the frontiers of the Statiellenses ^. 
May the 5th. 

^ A territory in Liguria, the principal town of which wa$ 
Aqua Statielhrumj now called Aqui, in the district of Mont 
serat. 
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LETTER IX. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

Some occurrences have arisen since I closed 
my fprmer letter, of which I think it xn»y jm? 
port the republic that you should be ap[Mruieil : 
as both the comnoionwealth iwd myself, I bofi^f 
have reaped ^.dvantage from my assiduity m the 
^0air I am going to mention. I soUcited h^ 
pjdus by repeated expresses to ia*y adide all Ani- 
mosities between us, ^nd aiuicably unite with 
Qie in x^oncertiog measur/es for the succour of 
the republic ; conjuring him to prefer iike in- 
terest of his family and his country to that jqC 
9. contemptible and desperiate rebel ; and assMr 
rin^ him, if he did so, that he might entirely 
.command me upon all occasions. According- 
ly, by the intervention of Laterensis, I have 
succeeded in my negotiation : and Lepidns 
has given me his honour, that if he cannot pre- 
vent Antony from entering his province*, he 
will most certainly lead his army against him. 
He requests, likewise, that I would join him 
with my forces ; and the rather, as Antony is 
extremely strong in cavalry; whereas that of 

* Narbonensian Gaul; which, together with part of 
Spain, composed the province of Lepidui. 
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X^epidus is very inconsiderable: and out of 
these few, ten of his best men have lately de- 
serted to my camp. As soon as I received this 
express, I lost no time to forward and assist 
tb^ good intentions of Lepidus. I clearly saw, 
iodeed, the advantage that would arise from my 
joining him ; w my liorse would be of service 
in pursuing and destroying Antony's cavalry, 
wd, as the presence of my troops in general 
would be a restraint upon the disajXected part 
of those under his command. To this end, 
having spent a day in throwing a bridge across 
the Isara^, a very considerable river, that 
bounds the territories of the AUobroges, I 
passed it with my whole army on the 12th of 
May. But having received advice that Lucius 
Antonius ^ was advancing towards us with some 
ffsgiments of horse/ and foot, and that he was 
actually arrived at Forum-Julii^; I ordered, oo 
the 14th, a detachment of four thousand hors^ 
to meet him, under the command of my bro- 
ther; whom I purpose to follow by long 
marches with four light-armed legions and the 
remainder of my cavalry. And should that 
Fortune which presides over the republic, prove 
in aay degree favourable to my arms, I shall 

^ It is now called tbe Isere^ ^ river in Dauphiiv§, whieh 
falls into the Rhone. 

^ A brother of Mark Antony. 

^ Now called Frejus, a city in Vigrmfi^ 
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soon put an end, at once, both to our own 
fears, and to the hopes of these insolent rebels. 
But if the infamous Antony, apprised of bur 
approach, should retire towards Italy, it will 
be the business of Brutus to intercept hi* 
march; and Brutus, I am persuaded, will not 
be wanting either in courage or conduct for 
that purpose. Nevertheless, I shall, in that case, 
send my brother with a detachment of horse to 
harass Antony in his retreat, and to protect - 
Italy from his depredations. Farewel. 



LETTER X. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Cassius, Proconsul, to Cicero. 

Your letter^ affords me a new proof of your 
extraordinary friendship. I find, by it, that 
you are not only a well-wisher to my interest, 
(as yoij have at all times been, indeed, for 
the sake of the republic as w^ell as for my own,) 
but enter into it with the warmest and most 
anxious solicitude. I was persuaded, therefore, 
that as you could not suppose me capable of be- 
ing inactive at a season when my country labour- 
ed under a general oppression, you would be 

5 This seems to be an answer to the 15th letter of th# 
preceding book. p. 219. 
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impatient to ^hear both of my personal welfare 
fand of the success of my military preparations. 
'For this reason, as soon as Aulus Allienus had 
resigned those legions into my hands which he 
brought from Egypt ^, I wrote to you by dif- 
ferent couriers whom I dispatched to Rome. I 
sent a letter^ at the same time, to the senate ; 
and, if my people obeyed their instructions, it 
was not delivered till it was first read to you. 
But if these expressed should not be arrived, I 
am persuaded they have been intercepted by 
Dolabella ; who, after having most villanously 
murdered Trebonius% has made himself master 
of his province. 

® See rem. 3, p. 206. of this vol. 

7 It has already been observed in rem. 4. p. 194.. of this 
vol. that Dolabella left Rome before the expiration of hi» 
consulship, in order lo possess himself of the government of 
Syria. In his way thither, he arrived at Smyrna; where 
Trebonius, proconsul of Asia Minor, resided. Trebonius re-" 
fused him admittance into the city, but treated him, how- 
ever, with great civility, and many compliments mutually 
])assed between them. With these Dolabella appeared sa« 
tisfied, and pretending to pursue his march, proceeded to- 
wards EphesUs; but he returned in the night, and making 
bimself master of the city by surprise, seized Trebonius in 
his bed. Cicero, in one of his Philippics, expatiates upon the 
cruelties which Dolabella exercised on this his unfortunate 
but illustrious prisoner. He kept him two days under tor- 
ture, to extort a discovery of the public money in his cus- 
tody, insulting him, at the same time, with the most oppro- 
brious language : he then ordered his head to be cut off, and 
exhibited to the populace on the point of a spear, his body 
to be dragged through the principal streets of Smyrna, and 
afterwards to be thrown into the sea. See rem. 8- p. 99. 
of this vol. Appian, B. C. iii. p. 542. Phil, xi. 2^ 3^. 

VOL. III. T 
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All the troops which I found in Syria have 
submitted to my authority. However^ I have 
been a little retarded in my preparations, ia 
order to distribute some donatives which I bad 
promised to the soldiers' : but I have now dis- 
charged my engagements. 

If you are sensible that I have refused no la-* 
bours nor dangers for the service of my coud-- 
try; if it was by your advice and persuasion 
that I took up arms against those infamous 
invaders of our liberties; if I have not only 
raised an army for the defence of the common-* 
wealth, but have even snatched it from mast 
cruel and oppressive hands ; — let these conside- 
rations recommend my interests to your care 
and protection. Had Dolabella, indeed, pojB-^ 
sessed himself of these forces, the expectation 
of such an additional body of troops, even be- 
fore they had actually joined Antony, would 
greatly have confirmed and strengthened his 
party. If upon this account, therefore, you 
think these soldiers deserve highly of the re- 
public, let them experience the benefit of your 
patronage ; nor sufier them to have reason to 
regret, that they preferred their duty to the 
commonwealth to all the powerful temptations 
of plunder and rapine. I must also recompiend 
it to your care, that due honours be paid to 



BOOK XIV. OF CIC£RO« 275 

the generals Marcus and Crispus\ As to 
Bassus, he obstinately refused to deliver up the 
legion under his command : and had they not, 
without his consent, deputed some of their of- 
ficers to treat with me, he would have shut the 
gates of Apamea, and forced me to have en- 
tered the town by assault. I make these re- 
quests then, as well in the name of our friend- 
ship, which, I trust, will have much weight 
irith you; as in that of the republic, which has 
ever, I know, been the object pf your warmest 
affection. Believe me, the army under my 
command is zealously attached not only to the 
senate, and to every friend of our country, but 
|mrticularly to yourself. The frequent accounts, 
indeed, they hear of your patriot-disposition, 
have extremely endeared you to them : and 
should they find their interests to be a part of 
your concern, they will consider you, in all re- 
spects, as their first and greatest benefactor. ^ 
Since I wrote the above, I have received in- 
telligence that Dolabella is marched into Crli»^ 
ck ; whither I purpose immediately to follow 
him. I will give you early notice of the event 
of this expedition: and may I so prove success^ 
fill, as I shall endeavour to deserve well of (he 

^ Some account of these persons, as well as of Bassitt 
mentioned in the next sentence, has been given in the pre- 
^ceding retnarkr. 

T 2 
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republic. Take care of your health, and con* 
tinue your friendship to me* FareweL 

^ From my camp, May the 7th. 



LETTER XL 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul elect* 

The message you commissioned Galba and 
Volumnius to deliver to the senate, sufficiently 
intimates the nature of those fears and suspi- 
cions M'hich you imagine we have reason to 
entertain. But I must confess, that the appre- 
hensions you would thus infuse into us, seem 
by no means worthy of that glorious victory 
you have obtained over the enemies of the com- 
monwealth. Believe me, my dear Brutus, 
both the senate and the generals that support 
its cause are animated with an undaunted re- 
solution: we were sorry therefore, that you, 
whom we esteem the bravest captain that ever 
the republic employed, should think us capable 
of any timidity. Is it possible, indeed, after 
having confidently reposed our hopes on your 
courage and conduct, when you were invested 
by Antony in all the fulness of his strength and 
power, that any of us should harbour the least 
fear now that the siege is raised^ and the ene- 
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my's army entirely overthrown ? Nor have^e 
any thing, surely, to apprehend from Lepidus. 
For who can imagine him so utterly void of all 
rational conduct, as to have professed himself 
an advocate for peace when we were engaged 
in a most necessary and important war, and 
yet to take up arms against the republic the 
moment that most desirable peace is restored ? 
You are far too sagacious, I doubt not, to en- 
tertain such a thought^. Nevertheless, the 
fears you have renewed amongst us, at a time 
when every temple throughout Rome is re* 
sounding with our thanksgivings for your de- 
liverance, have cast a very considerable damp 
upon our joy. May the fact prove then, 
(what indeed I am inclined to believe as well 
as hope,) that Antony is completely vanquish- 
ed. But should he happen to recover some 
degree of strength, he will most assuredly find, 
that neither the senate is destitute of wisdom, 
nor the people of courage : I will add too, nor 
the republic of a general, so long as you shall 
be alive to lead forth her armies. Farewel. 

May the l^th. 

9 It will appear, in the progress of these letters, that if 
Cicero was really in earnest in what he here says concern- 
ing Lepidus, it was he himself, and not Brutus, who 
wanted sagacity. 
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LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 7 10 J 

Plancus to Cicero, 

Antony arrived at Forum-Julii, with the 
van of his army, on the 15th of May ; and 
Ventidius is only two days march behind him. 
Lepidus writes me word, that he proposes to 
wait for me at Forum- Voconii *, where he is at 
present encamped; a place about four-and* 
twenty miles distant from Forum-Julii. If he 
and Fortune do not deceive my expectationsj 
the senate may depend upon my speedily termi'- 
nating this business to their full satisfaction. 

I mentioned to you, in a former letter, that 
the great fatigues which my brother had un- 
dergone by his continual marches, had ex- 
tremely impaired his constitution. However, 
as soon as he w^ sufficiently recovered to get 
abroad^ he considered his health as an acquisi- 
tion which he had gained as much for thes^r-r 
vice of the republic, as for himself; and was 
the first, therefore, to engage in every ha;?ardous 
expedition. But I have recommended it to 
him, and indeed insisted, that he should re- 
turn to Rome, as he would be much more likelj 
to wear 'himself away by continuing in the 

* Now called Le Luc, io Provence. 
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camp, than be able to give me any assistance. 
Besides, I imagined, now that the republic was 
most unhappily deprived of both the consuls, 
that the presence of so worthy a magistrate 
would be absolutely necessary at Rome. But 
if any of you should think otherwise, let me be 
censured for my imprudent advice ; but let not 
my brother be condemned as failing in his 
•duty. 

Lepidus, agreeably to my request, has deli- 
vered Apella into my hands, as an hostage for 
the faithful execution of his engagements to 
co-operate with me in the defence of the com- 
monwealth. Lucius Geliius has given me 
proofs of his zeal; as he has acted also in the 
affair of the three brothers, to the satisfaction 
of Sextus Gavianus. I have lately employed 
the latter in some negotiations between Le- 
pidus and myself; and I have found him firmly 
attached to the interest of the republic. It is 
with great pleasure I give this testimony in his 
favdur, — a tribute which I shall always be 
ready to pay wherever it is deserved. 

Take care of your health, and allow me the 
iSfime share of your heart which you most as- 
suredly possess of mine. I recommend my 
dignities, likewise, to your protection; atf d I 
hbpe, if I can plead any merit,' you will con- 
tinue your good offices to t^t with the same 
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singular affection you havq bithertp discpver- 
(^. Farewel. 

LETTER XIII. 

[A. U. 710.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

You recommencj a friend of niy own, when 
you desire my good offices to Lucceius: b^ 
a3sured I shall faithfully support h^s intierest 
by eyery mean iq my power. 

We have Ipst our colleagues* Hirt^us and 
Fan$a: and the death of these excellent cou- 
3uls, yvho discharged their office with great 
jadvantage to the republic^ has happened ^t 9. 
very unseasonable conjuncture, For though 
we are at present delivered from the oppres- 
sions of Antony, we are not wholly free from 
all apprehensions of danger. But, if I may 
be permitted, I shall continue my usual endea- 
vours to preserve the commonwealth from ruin; 
thoqgh, I must confess, I am full weary of the 
work. No lassitude, however, ought to obstruct 
the duties we owe to our country. — But I for- 
bear to enter farther into this subject ; as I had 
iratheryou should hear of my actions from others, 
than from myself. The account I receive of 
yours is entirely agreeable to my wishes ; but 

^ In the college of augurs. 
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it is far otherwise with respect to the reports 
concerning Minucius. They are, indeed, very 
unfavourable to his character, notwithstanding 
all the fine things you said of him in one of 
your letters. I should be glad to know the 
truth of the case; and to be informed of every 
thing else which is trjuisacting jn your province, 
Farewel. 

LETTER XIV. 

. [A.U. 710.] 

To Decimps Brutus, Consul elect. 

It is with infinity satisfaction^ my dear Brutus, 
that I find you approve of my conduct in the 
senate, with respect both to the decemvirs^, 
and to the honours decreed to our young man^ 
Yet, after all, what have my labours availed ? 
Believe nie, my friend, (and you know I am 
not apt to boast,) the senate was the grand en- 
gine of my power : but all those springs which 
I used so successfully to manage, have utterly 

• J* These decemvirs were probably the ten person^ whom 
the senate, in the first transports of their supposed complete 
victory before the walls of Modena, had appointed to in- 
quire into the conduct of Antony during his administration 
of the consular office. Vid. Appian. B. C, iii. 578. 

1 Octavius. The honours here mentioned were, perhapsi 
the ovation, (a kind of inferior and less splendid triumph,) 
which, by the influence of Cicero, was decreed to young 
Csesar for his services at the siege of Modena. See Life 
ofCic. iii. p. 211. ' 
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lost their force, and I can no longer direct its 
motions. The truth of it is, the news of your 
glorious sally from the garrison of J^(Iutina; of 
Antony's flight ; and of his army being entirely 
cut to pieces ; had inspired such confident hopes 
of a complete victory, that the disappointment 
has cast a general damp upon the spirit I bad 
raised tigainst our enemies : and all my ardent 
invectives seem at last to have proved just as 
insignificant as if I had been' combating with 
my own shadow. — But to the purpose of your 
letter. — Those who are acquainted with the 
dispositions of the fourth and the martial le- 
gion, assure me, they will never be prevailed oa 
to serve under you. As to the supply of money 
which you desire ; some nieasures may, and 
most assuredly shall, be taken in order to raise 
it. 1 am wholly in your sentiments with re- 
gard to the calling Brutus* out of Greece, and 
retaining Caesar here for the protection of Italy. 
I agree with you likewise, my dear Brutus, 
that you have enemies ; and though 1 find it 
no very difficult matter to sustain their attacks, 
yet still, however, they somewhat embarrass 
my schemes in your favour. 

The legions from Africa^ are daily expected. 

• Marcus Brutus. 

* These were some of the veteran legions that had served 
tinder Julius Caesar. See rem. 4. on let. 18. of this bo#k. 
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In the mean time, the world is greatly astonish- 
ed to find that the war is broke out again in 
your province. Nothing, in truth, ever hap- 
pened so unexpectedly ; as we had promised 
ourselves, from the account of the victory which 
was brought to us on your birth-day, that the 
peace of the republic was established for many 
generations. But now all our fe^rs are revived 
with as much strength as, ever. 

You mentioned in your letter, dated the 15tb 
of May, that you were just informed, by an ex^ 
press from Plancus, that Lepidus had refused 
to receive Antony. Should this prove to be 
fact, our business will be so much the easier; 
if not, we shall have a very difficult struggle to 
maintain; and it depends upon you to ease noe 
of my great apprehensions for the event. As 
for my own part, I have exhausted all my 
powers ; and I am utterly incapable of doing 
QH>fe than I have already performed. It is far 
otherwise, however, with my friend ; and I not 
Qoly wish, but expect, to see you the greatest 
m^ «io$t distiogoished of Romans. FareweK 
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LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

Nothing, my dear Plancus, could be more 
glorious to yourself, nor more acceptable to 
ibe senate, than the letter you lately addressed 
to that assembly : I will add too, nothing 
could be more opportune than the particular 
juncture in which it was delivered. Comutus 
received it in the presence of a very full houses 
just as he had communicated to us a cold and 
irresolute letter from Lepidus. Yours was 
read immediately afterwards, and it was heard 
with the loudest acclamations of applause. It 
was highly pleasing, indeed, to the senate, not 
only from the importance of its contents, and 
those zealous services to the republic of which 
it gave us an account, but from that strength 
and elegance of expression with which it was 
animated. The senate was extremely urgent 
that it might immediately be taken into consi*- 
deration : but Cornutus thought proper to 
decline their request. However, the whole as- 
sembly expressing great indignation at his re* 
fusal, the question was put by five of the tri- 
bunes of the people. When Servilius was called 
upon for his opinion, he moved that the debate 
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might be adjourned. What my sentiments 
were (and I was supported in them by the una- 
nimous concurrence of the whi^le house)} you 
will see by the decree that passed upon this 
occasion. 

I am sensible that your own superior judg* 
ment. is abundantly sufficient to direct you in 
all emergencies ; yet I cannot forbear advising 
you not to wait for the sanction of the senate 
in so critical a conjuncture as the present, and 
which undoubte41y must often demand imme- 
diate action* Be a senate, my friend, to your- 
self ; and, without any other authority, scruple 
not to pursue such measures as the interest of 
the republic shall require. In one word, let 
your actions anticipate our expectations, and 
give us the pleasure of hearing that you have 
executed some glorious exploit, ere we are so 
much as apprised that you even had it in your 
intention. I will venture to assure you, that 
the senate will most certainly approve both 
your zeal and your judgment in whatever you 
shall thus undertake. FareweL 
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LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul elect 

I A M indebted to you for your dhort letter by 
Flaccus VoIumniuSy as well as for two othem^ 
more full; one of which was brought by the 
courier of Titus Vibius, the other was forwaard* 
ed to me by Lupus : and all of them came to 
my hands on the same day. I find, by yoar 
own account, as well as by that which Grah- 
ceius has given me, that the war, far from be^ 
ing extinguished, seems to be breaking Out 
again with greater violence. You are sensible 
if Antony should gain any strength, that aU 
your illustrious services to the republic will bd 
utterly frustrated. The first accounts we f«- 
ceived here, and which, indeed, were univer- 
sally credited, rept*esented him as having run 
away in gi^eat consternation, attended only 
with a few frightened and disarmed soldiers. 
Bi|t if the truth, after all, should be (what 
(jraeceius assures me), that Antony is, in fact, 
so strong as to render it unsafe to give him 
battle ; he does not seem so much to have fled 
from Mutina, as to have changed the seat of 
war. This unexpected news has given all Rome 
another countenance, and a general air of dis- 
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appointment appears in every face. There are 
even some amongst us .who complain of your 
not having immediately pursued Antony : for 
they imagine, if no time had been lost, that he 
must inevitably have been destroyed. But it 
is usual with this people in all governments, 
and especially in ours, to be particularly dis* 
posed to abuse their liberty, by licentious re- 
flections on those to whom they are indebted 
for the enjoyment of it. However, one should 
be careful not to give them any just cause for 
their censures. 

To say all in one word; whoever destroys 
Antony will have the glory of terminating the 
war : a hint which I had rather leave to your 
own reflections, than enter myself into a more 
open explanation^. Farewel. 

LETTER XVIL 

[A.U. 710.} 

Decimus Brutus to Cicero; 

I WILL no longer attempt to make any formal 
acknowledgments of the repeated instances I 
receive of your friendship : mere words are a 
very inadequate return to those obligations, 
which my best services can hut ill repay. If 

you will look back lipon my former letters, you 

■ * ', i'- ' ■ 
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cannot be at a loss to discover the reasons that 
prevented me from pursuing Antony immedi- 
ately after the battle of Mutina. The trutb,- 
my dear Cicero, is, that I was not only uhpro-> 
vided both with cavalry and baggage-'horses ; 
but not having at that time had an interview 
with Caesar, I could not depend on his assist- 
ance : and I was wholly ignorant, likewise, that 
Hirtius was killed. This will account for my 
not having pursued Antony on the day of the 
engagement. The day following I received 
an express from Pansa, to attend him at Bono- 
nia; but, in my way thither, being informed 
of his death, I immediately returned back to 
join my little corps. I may justly call tbem 
so, indeed, as my forces are extremely dimi- 
nished, and in a very bad condition, from the 
great hardships they suffered during the siege. 
It was by these means that Antony got two 
days' advance of me ; and, as he marched in 
disorder, he could retire much faster than .it 
was in my power to pursue. He increased his 
forces likewise by pressing the inhabitants, and 
throwing open the prisons in every town 
through which he passed : and in this manner 
he continued his march till he arrived in the 
fens of Sabata. This is a place with which I 
must bring you acquainted. It is situated be- 
tween the Alpd and the Apennines^ and the 
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roadd that \it about it are scarce practicable. 
When I had reached within thirty miles of An- 
tony, I was informed that he had been joined by 
Ventidius, and had made a speech at the head 
of their combined troops, to persuade them ta 
follow him over the Alps; assu^^ing them that 
Lepidus had agreed to support him. Never- 
theless, not only his own soldiers (which, in- 
deed, are a very inconsiderable number) but 
those likewise of Ventidius, repeatedly and una- 
J^imously declared that they were determined 
either to conquer or perish in Italy; and at the 
same time desired that they might be conducted 
to Pollen tia*. Antony found it in vain to op- 
pose them : however, he deferred his march till 
the ensuing day. As soon as I received this in- 
telligence, I detached five cohorts to Pollentia ; 
and am now following them with the remainder 
of my troops. This detachment threw them- 
selves into that city an hour before Trebellius 
arrived with his cavalry ; a circumstance which 
gives me great satisfaction ; as it is a point, I 
think, upon which our whole success depends. 
When the enemy found that their designs were 
thus frustrated, they conceived hopes of cross- 
ing the Alps into Gaul ; as they supposed the 
four legions commanded by Plancus would upt 

* Some remains of this city still subsist, under the name 
of Polenzo, It is situated at the confluence of the Stura and 
the i anaro, in Piedmont. 

VOL. III. V ' 
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be able to withstand their united forces, and 
that an army from Italy could not overtake 
them soon enough to prevent their passage.— 
However the Allobroges, together with my de- 
tachment, have hitherto been sufficient to pre-' 
vent their design ; which, I trust, they will find 
still more difficult to effect, when I shall come 
up with the rest of my forces. But should they 
happen in the mean time to pass the Isara, I 
shall exert my utmost endeavours that this cir- 
cumstance may not be attended with any ill 
consequences to the commonwealth. 

Let it raise the spirits and the hopes of the 
senate, to observe that Plancus and myself, to- 
gether with our respective armies, act in per- 
fect concert with each other, and are ready to 
hazard every danger in support of the common 
cause. However, whilst you thus confidently 
rely on our zeal and diligence, you will remit 
nothing, I hope, of your. own; but employ your 
utmost care to send us a reinforcement, as well 
as every other necessary supply, that may ren- 
der us in a condition to defend your liberties 
against those who have infamously conspired 
their ruin. One cannot, indeed, but look up- 
on these our enemies with so much the greater 
indignation, as they have acted with the vilest^ 
hypocrisy, and suddenly turned those troops 
against their country, which they long pre- 
tended to have raised for its defence. farQw^l. 



BOOK xtr. i>¥ CICERO. 291 

LETTER XVIII. 

[A.U. 710.] 

Decimus Brutus to Cicero. 

I WISH you would peruse the letter I have ad- 
dressed to the senate, and make what altera- 
tions you shall judge proper. You will find 
by it, that I am under an absolute necessity of 
thus applying to them. Whilst I imagined 
that I should be joined by the fourth and mar- 
tial legion*, agreeably to the decree of the se- 
nate which passed for that purpose on the mo- 
tion of Paulus and Drusus, I was less solicitous 
about the rest : but now that I have only some 
new- raised regiments, and those too extremely 
ill accoutred, I cannot but be apprehensive 
upon your accounts, as well as upon my own. 

The citizens of Vicentia^ have always distin- 
guished Marcus Brutus and myself by their 
particular regard. I entreat you, therefore, to 
endeavour that justice be done them by the se- 
nate, in the affair concerning the slaves. They 

4 These were veteran legions which had served Qnder Cgs- 
sar. But, notwithstanding that they entered into the army 
of the late consuls Hirtius and Pansa, they could by no 
means be prevailed with to join Decimus Brutus; in resent- 
n^ent, it is probable, of the part he bore in the conspiracy 
against their favourite general. Yid. Ep. Family xi. 14. 

^ Vicenza ; a maritime city in the territoriei gf the Vene- 
tians. 

V 2 
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are indeed entitled to your favour, both by the 
equity of their cause, and the fidelity with 
which they have, upon all occasions, persevered 
in their allegiance to the republic: whereas 
their adversaries, on the contrary, are a most 
seditious and feiithless people. Farewel. 

VercellfiB*, May the 2 1st 

LETTER XIX. 

[A.U. 710.] 

Marcus Lepidus** to Ciceho. 

Having received advice that Antony was ad- 
vancing with his troops towards my province, 
and had sent before him a detachment of his 
cavalry under the command of his brother Lu- 
cius, I moved with my army from the conflu- 
ence of the Rhone and the Arar*', in order to 
oppose their passage. I continued my march 
without halting, till I arrived at Forum- V^ co- 
nii, and am now encamped somewhat beyond 
that town, on the river Argenteus*, opposite to 
Antony. Ventidius has joined him with hislhree 
legions^ and has formed his camp a little above 
mine. Antony, before tliis conjunction, had the 
second legion entire, together with a consider- 

« Vercelli ; in the duchy of Milan. 
^ Sec rem. •, p. 217. of this vol. 
7 The Saone ; which falls into the Rhone at Lyons. 
* The Argens, in Provence : it empties itself into the M^ 
diterranean, a few miles below Frejus. 
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able number of men, though indeed wholly 
unarmed, who escaped from the general slaugh- 
ter of his other legions. He is extremely strong 
in cavalry ; for, as none of those troops suffered 
in the late action, he has no less than **** 
horse. Great numbers of his soldiers, both 
horse and foot, are continually deserting to my 
camp ; so that his troops diminish every day. 
Both Silanus* and Culeo^ have left his army, 
and are returned to mine. But notwithstand- 
ing I was greatly offended by their going to 
Antony, contrary to my inclination ; yet, in re- 
gard to the connexions that subsist between us, 
and in compliance with my usual clemency, I 
have thought proper to pardon them. How- 
ever, I do not upon any occasion employ their 
services, nor indeed suffer them to remain in 
the ccunp. 

As to what concerns my conduct in this war ; 
you may depend upon it I shall not be wanting in 
my duty either to the senate or the republic : and 
whatever farther measures I shall take to this end^ 
I shall not fieiil to communicate them to you. 

^ The number is omitted in all the ancient MSS. 

^ See rem. 2. p. 250. of this vol. 

* He had been sent by Lepidus with a body of men, un* 
der the pretence of guarding the passes of the Alps ; bpt, 
most probably, with secret instructions to favour the march 
ef Antony over those mountains, in his way to the camp of 
Lepidus ; for he suffered Antony to pass them without the 
least obstruction. Appian. B. C. iii. p. 579* 
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The friendship between us has apon all occa- 
sions been inviolably preserved on both sides; 
and" ive have mutually vied in our best good 
offices to each other. But I doubt not that, 
since this great and sudden commotion has been 
raised in the commonwealth, some false and in- 
jurious reports have been spread of noe by my 
enemies, which, in the zeal of your heart for 
the interest of the republic, havc; given you 
much uneasiness. I have the satisfaction^ how- 
ever, to be informed by my agents at Rome^ 
that you are by no means disposed easily to 
credit these idle rumours ; for which I think my- 
self, as I justly ought, extremely obliged to 
you. I am so, likewise, for the former in- 
stances of your friendship, in promoting my 
public honours; the grateful remembrance of 
which, be assured, is indelibly impressed upon 
my heart. 

Let me conjure you, my dear Cicero, if you 
are sensible that my public conduct has upon all 
occasions been worthy of the name I bear, to 
be persuaded that I shall continue to act with 
equal, or, if possible, even with superior zeal^ 
Let me hope, too, that the greater the favours 



^ There was so* little of truth in these professions, that Le- 
pidus, within a very few days from the date of this letter, 
openly joined with Antony against the senate. See let. SS« 
of this book. 



BOOK mV. OF CICERO. 99S 

I 

are which you have conferred upon me, the 
more you will think yourself engaged to sup- 
port my credit and character. . Farewel. 

From ray camp, at Pons Argenteus, 

May the 22d. 

LETTER XX. 

[A.U.710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

You have been apprised, no doubt, by Laevus 
and Nerva, as. well as by the letter they deli- 
vered to you on my part, of the design I was 
meditating when they left me; as, indeed, 
they have constantly borne a share in all my 
councils and measures of every kind. It has 
happened, however, to me, what happens not 
unfrequently, I suppose, to every man who is 
tender of his reputation, and desirous of ap- 
proving his conduct to the friends of his coun* 
try : I have given up a safer scheme, as being 
liable, perhaps, to some ill-natured exceptions^ 
in exchange for a more dangerous one that 
may better evince my zeal. I am to inform 
you then, that after the departure of my lieu* 
tenants*, I received two letters from Lepidus^ 
entreating me to join him. These w^re se* 
conded by the much stronger solicitations of 

■■^ Laovus zibA Nenra; the penons mentiaiiM abdfe« ' 
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Latefensis; who earnestly represented to me 
(what, indeed, I am also apprehensive of ray- 
self) that there is great reason to fear a mutiny 
among the disaffected troops under the conduct 
of Lepidus, I determined immediately, there- 
fore, to march to his assistance, and take an 
equal share in the dangers with which he was 
threatened. I was sensible, at the same time, 
that to wait on the banks of the Isara till Bru- 
tus should pass that river with his army, and to 
meet the enemy in conjunction with noy col- 
league, whose forces, as well as their general, 
wouid act in perfect harmony with me and my 
troops, would be much the most cautious mea- 
sure with respect to my own personal security. 
But I reflected, that if any misfortune should 
attend Lepidus, it would be wholly imputed to 
me; and I should be condemned, either as obs- 
tinately suffering my resentment to prevent 
me from giving succour to my enemy in the 
cause of the republic, or of timidly avoiding to 
take part in the danger of a most just and ne- 
cessary war. As my presence, therefore, might 
be a mean of protecting Lepidus, and of bring- 
ing his army into a better disposition, I resolved 
to expose myself to all hazards, rather than ap- 
pear to act with too much circumspection. But 
never was any man more anxious in an aflfair for 
which he was in no sort answerable, thaa I am 
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in the present: for though I should have no 
manner of doubt if the army of Lepidus were 
not concerned ; yet, under that circumstance, I 
am full of apprehensions for the event. Had it 
been my fortune to have met Antony before my 
junction with Lepidus, I am sure hie would not 
have been able to have kept the field against me 
leven a single hour: such is the confidence I 
have in my own troops, and so heartily do I 
despise his broken forces, as well as those of that 
paltry muleteer, the contemptible Ventidius^ 
But as the case is now circumstanced, I dread 
to think what may be the consequence, should 
any ill-humours lie concealed in the army of 
Lepidus ; as they may possibly break out in all 
their malignity, before they can be remedied, or 
even discovered. It is certain, however, that 
Lepidus, together with the well- affected part of 
his army, would be exposed to great danger, if 
we should not act in conjunction : besides that 
our infamous enemies would gain a very consi- 
derable advantage, should they draw off any of 
his forces. If my presence therefore should 
prove a mean of preventing these evils, I shall 
think myself much indebted to my courage and 
good fortune for engaging me to make the ex- 
periment. With this design I moved with my 
army from the banks of the Isara on the 21st of 
^ See rem. 9. p. d56y of this roh 
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May ; having first erected a fort at each end of 
tbcbridge which I had thrown over that riveft 
and placed a strong party to defend it; thjat wbea 
Brutus shall arrive, he may have nothing to re- 
tard his passage. I have only to add, that I 
hope to join Lepidus within eight days froui 
the date of this letter. Farewel. 

LETTER XXI. 

[A.U. 710.] 

From the same to Cicero. 

I SHOULD be ashamed that this letter is so 
Kttle consistent with my former, if it arose from 
any instability of my own. But it is much 
otherwise; and I have steadily pursued every 
measure in my power to engage Lepidus to act 
in concert with me for the defence of the re- 
public, imagining it would render you less ap- 
prehensive of my success against our wretched 
enemies. To this end, I not only complied 
with all the conditions he proi)Osed, but even 
engaged for more than he demanded : and I had 
SO much confidence in the sincerity of his in- 
tentions, that I ventured to assure you, no 
longer than two days ago, that he would zea- 
lously co-operate with me in carrying on the 
war upon one common plan. I depended, in- 
deed, upon the promises he had given me un- 
der his own band| together with the assurances 
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I had likewise received from Laterensis, who 
was at that time in my camp, and who earnestly 
conjured me to forget all resentments against 
Lepidus, and to rely upon his good faith. But 
Lepidus has now put it out of my power to en- 
tertain these favourable hopes of him any longer: 
however, I have taken, and shall continue to 
take, all necessary precautions, that the republic 
may not be prejudiced by my too easy credulity. 
I am to inform you then, that, aft^ I had used 
the utmost expedition (agreeably to his own 
earnest request) to transport my army over the 
Isara, and for that purpose had, in the space of 
a single day, thrown a bridge across that river, 
I received a counter-express from him, requi- 
ring me to advance no farther, as he should not 
have occasion, he said, for my assistance. Ne- 
vertheless, I will own to you, I was so impru- 
dent as to proceed in my march, believing that 
the true reason of his thus changing his mind 
arose from an unwillingness to have a partner 
with him in his glory. I imagined that, with-* 
out depriving him of any share of that honour 
which he seemed so desirous to nK>nopolize, I 
might post myself at some convenient distance, 
in order to be ready to support him 'with mf 
troops, in case he should be pressed by the ene- 
my : an event which, in the simplicity of my 
heart, I thou^t not improbabl6r In fite mean! 
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time I received a letter from the excellent Late* 
rensis, which \vas conceived in terms full of de- 
spair. He complained that he had been greatly 
deceived, and assured me that neither Lepidus 
nor his army were to be trusted. He expressly 
cautioned nie, at the same time, to be upon my 
guard against their artifices; adding, that he 
had faithfully discharged the engagements he 
bad entered into on his part, and hoped I would 
act with the same fidelity to the republic on 
Qiine. I have sent a copy of this letter to Ti- 
tius; and purpose to transmit the originals of 
all the rest relating to this affair, by the hands 
of Laevus Cispius, who was privy to the whole 
transaction. I shall insert in this packet the 
letters of Lepidus to which I did not give any 
credit, as well as those to which I did. 

I must not forget to add, that when Lepidus 
harangued his soldiers, these mighty honest 
fellows were exceedingly clamorous for peace. 
They protested that, after the loss of both the 
consuls ; after the destruction of so many brave 
men, who had perished in defence of their coun- 
try ; and after Antony and his adherents had 
been declared enemies of the commonwealth, 
and their estates confiscated ; they were deter- 
mined not to draw their swords any more ei- 
ther on the one side or the other. They were 
prooopted to behave thus mutinously, not only 
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by the insolent suggestions of their own hearts, 
but by the encouragement also of their officers, 
particularly Canidius, Rufrenus, and others, 
whose names the senate shall be acquainted 
with at a proper season. Lepidus was so far 
from punishing this sedition, that he did not 
take even a single step to restrain it. I thought^ 
therefore, that it would be the highest temerity 
to expose my own faithful troops, together 
livitb my auxiliaries, which are commanded by 
some of the most considerable chiefs of Gaul, 
and in effect too my whole province, to their 
combined armies. I considered, if I should 
thus , lose my life, and involve the republic in 
my own destruction, I should fall, not only 
without honour, but without pity. In conse- 
quence of these reflections, I have determined 
to march my forces back again, that our 
wretched enemies may not have so great an ad- 
vantage as my advancing any farther might 
possibly give them. I shall endeavour to post 
my army so advantageously as to cover the pro- 
vince under my command from being insulted, 
even supposing the troops of Lepidus should 
actually revolt. In short, it shall be my care 
to preserve every thing in its present situation, 
till the senate shall send an army hither, and 
vindicate the liberties of the republic with the • 
same success in this part of (he world, as at- 
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tended their arms before the walls of Mutina. 
In the mean time be assured, that no man will 
act with more fervent zeal than myself in all 
the various occurrences of the war : and I shall 
most readily either encounter the enemy in the 
field, or sustain the hardships of a siege, or even 
lay down my life itself, as any of these circum- 
stances shall prove necessary for the service 
of the senate. Let; me exhort you then, my 
dear Cicero, to exert your utmost efforts to 
send a speedy reinforcement to me, ere An- 
tony shall have increased the number of fais 
forces, or our own shall be entirely dispirited. 
For if dispatch be given to this affair, these in- 
famous banditti will undoubtedly be extirpated, 
and the republic remain in full possession of 
her late victory. Take care of your health, 
and continue your friendship to me. 

P.' S. I know not whether it may be neces- 
sary to make any excuse for the absence of my 
brother, who was prevented from attending me 
in this expedition by a slow fever, occasioned 
by the great fatigues he has lately undergone. 
As no man has shewn more zeal or courage in 
the cause of the republic, he will undoubtedly 
return to the duties of his post the very first 
moment his health shall permit. 

I recommend my honours to your protec- 
tion : though I must confess, at the same time, 
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that all my desires ought to be satisfied, since 
I enjoy the privilege of your friendship, and 
the satisfaction of seeing you invested with the 
high credit and authority I have ever wished 
you. I will leave it, therefore, entirely to your- 
self, both when and in what manner I shall ex- 
perience the effect of your good offices ; and 
will only request you to suffer me to succeed 
Hirtius in your affection, as I certainly do in 
the respect and esteem he bore you. Farewel. 

LETTER XXII. 

[A.U.7iO.] 
To FURNIUS'^* 

If the interest of the republic requires the con- 
tifauance of your services, and it be necessary 
(as all the world, indeed, is of opinion it is) 
that you should bear a part in those important 
operations, which must extinguish the remain- 
ing flames of the war ; you cannot, surely, be 
engaged in a more worthy, a more laudable, or 
a more illustrious pursuit. I think, therefore,' 
you should by no means interrupt your ap- 
plauded efforts in the cause of liberty, for the 
sake of obtaining the' praetorship ' somewhat 
earlier than you are regularly entitled to enjoy 
it. I say your applauded efforts : for let not 

7 He had been tribune in the year of Rome 705, and was 
at this thne ia tbt anay of Ptaxieos, aa <«l«.of hit li^tadints. 
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my friend be ignorant of the fame which hitf 
conduct has acquired. Believe me, it is inferior 
only to that of Plancus himself, both by his* 
own confession, and in the judgment too of all 
the \vorld. If there is any farther service then 
remaining for you to perform to your country, 
you ought to pursue it with an unbroken ap- 
plication, as an employment of all others the 
most truly honourable : and what, my friend^ 
shall stand in competition ivith true honour? 
But should you imagine that you have amply 
satisfied the duties you owe to the common- 
wealth, I do not dissuade ^ou from hastening 
hither when the time of the elections shall 
approach ; provided this ambitious impatience 
shall nothing diminish from the lustre of that 
reputation you have so justly obtained. I 
could name, however, many instances of per- 
sons of great distinction, who, during their 
engagements in the service of the republic 
abroad, have renounced their legal pretensions 
of soliciting employments at home; a sacri- 
fice which, in your own case, will be so much 
the less, as you are not at present strictly 
qualified to offer yourself as a candidate. Had 
you already, indeed, passed through the office 
of aedile, and two years ® had intervened since 

< By the laws of Rome a man could npt be choten pnetor 
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your exercising that function; tbe delf-deniat 
trould have been greater : whereas now you will 
forego nothing of the usual and stated time :of 
petitioning for the post in question. I am very 
sensible that your interest is much too strong 
to require the assistance of Planciis : neverthe- 
less, should his arms be attended with the suc- 
cess we Wish, your applications would certainly 
lq)pear with greater advantage were they del^ 
ferred till the time of liis consulate. 

Thus much (as I was willing you should 
know my sentiments) I thought proper to say > 
but more, I am persuaded, your own good sense 
and judgment would render unnecessary. Thg 
sum of ally then, is shortly this : that I would 
have you regulate your conduct, upon all w:* 
currences, not by the common standard of po* 
pular ambition, but by that of true and soUd 
glory; and look upon a lasting reputation at 
of more value than the transient honour of eo^ 
Joying the praetorian office somewhat earlier 
than usual. I had a consultation the other day 
at my house upon this subject, with your verj 
good friends Caecina, Calvisius, and my bro- 
ther, at which vour fireedman Dardanus Was 
likewise present : and they every one of them 

till two years after he had served the office of »dile;Kndf 
the same distance of time was likewise required between 
the pnetorship and the consulate. 

TOL. III. X 
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joined with ne in the opinion I have here given 
you. But after all, you yourself are the best 
and most competent judge. Farewel. 



LETTER XXIII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Decimus BauTus to CiCEao* 

Fbisndship and gratitude make me feel 
upon your account, what I nerer felt upon my 
own ; and I M^ill confess, that I am not without 
fear iti i^egard to a story which has been pro<> 
pagated concerning you. I thought it by no 
means a matter to be despised when I had only 
beard of it, as I frequently did, from common 
report : but it has lately been mentioned to me, 
likewise, by Segulius. This man tells me (though 
what he says, indeed, is generally of a piece with 
the rest of hil character^ that paying a visit at 
Cflesar*s, where you were much the subject of 
the conversation, Cessar complained (and it 
was the only charge, it seems, which he brought 
ii;gainst you) of an ambiguous expression^ which 

^ The exprdiftion iUelf is inserted in the original ; but a$ it 
turns upon an ambiguity that will not hold in our language, 
it was impossible to preserve it in the translation. Lchtdan^ 
dum adolescent em ^ Cicero is charged with having said, oman" 
ditm, toUendum: the last of which words is capable of a dou- 
ble meaning, and may imply either that OctaVius should be 
advanced to the dignities of the state, or that his life should 
b« taken away. The polite and learned panegyrist of Cicero^ 
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you had made use of concerning him. I suspect 
the whole to be a mere fiction of Segulius ; or, 
at least, that it was he himself who reported 
these words to Caesar. Segulius endeavoured, 
at the same time, to persuade me that you are 
in great danger of falling a victim to the re* 
sentment of the veteran legions, who speak of 
you, he pretends, with much indignation* The 
principal cause, it seems, oftheirdispleasure^is, 
that both Caesar and myself are left out of the 
commission for dividing the lands ^ among the 
soldiers, and that every tiling is disposed of just 
as you and your friends at Rome think proper. 
Notwithstanding that I was on my march^ 
when I received this account, yet I thought it 
would not be adviseable to pass the Alps till I 
bad informed myself how afiairs stand. I am 

conduct, has endeavoured to vindicate his admired hero from 
a charge so little favourable both to his prudence and his ho- 
iK>ur: and it is to be wished that his arguments were as coa- 
vincing as they are plausible. In apoint,however, that does 
not admit of any positive proof, candour will incline on the 
favourable side; though I cannot but agree with an excellent 
author, that if the accusation was true, " it very much takes 
*f off from the ingratitude of Octaviusy in consenting to the 
** death of his benefactor : since such double-dealing cou)d 
'* hardly deserve the name of an obligation, let the effects of 
** it be ever so advantageous.^ Idfe qfCic, aii, p, 340. Ok* 
sero. on the Idfe of Cic, iii, p. 54, . . 

^ These were lands which the senate seem to have promised 
as an encouragement to their troops, upon the breaking out 
of the war against Antony. Vid. PkiUp. xiv, 13. 

^ In order, to join Plaocufl. 

X.2 
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well persuaded, nevertheless, that with respect 
to yourself, these reports and menaces of tte 
veterans aim at nothing farther than by alarm- 
ing your fears, and incensing the young Caesar 
against you, to obtain for themselves a more 
considerable proportion of the rewards decreed 
by the senate. But I do not intend, by saying 
this, to dissuade you from standing upon your 
guard : as nothing, be assured, is more valaable 
to me than your life. Let me only caution 
you, not to suffer your fears to run you into 
greater dangers than those you would avoid* 
However, I would advise you to obviate the 
clamours of these veterans, as far as you rea- 
sonably may ; and to comply with their de* 
sires, both in regard to the decemvirs''^, and to 
the distribution of their rewards. As to those 
forfeited estates which belonged to the veterans 
who served under Antony ; I should be glad, 
if you think proper, that Ceesar and myself may 
be nominated to assign them to the troops. But 
in reference to the pecuniary donative which 
they have been also promised ; it will be proper 
to act with more deliberation, and as the cir- 
cumstances of the public finances shall require: 
to which end it may be signified to them, that 
the senate will take these their claims into con- 

7 The persons appointed to execute the commission for 
the distribution of the lands above-mentioned. ' 
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sideration. As to those other four legions to- 
whom the senate has also decreed an allotment 
of lands ; I imagine that the estates in Cam- 
pania, together with those which were formerly 
seized by Sylla, will be sufficient for the pur- 
pose. I should think too that the best method 
of division would be, either to parcel out those 
lands in equal shares to the several legions, or ' 
to determine their respective proportions by lot 
But when I thus give you my opinion, it is by 
no means as pretending to superior judgment, 
but merely from the affliction of my heart to- 
w ards you, and from my sincere desire that the 
public tranquillity may be preserved ; which I 
am very sensible, if any accident should happen 
to you, cannot possibly be maintained. 

I do not purpose to march out of Italy, unless 
I should find it greatly expedient. Meanwhile 
I am employed in disciplining my troops, and 
furnishing them with arms : and I hope to ap- 
pear with no contemptible body of forces, upon 
any emergency that shall again call me into the 
field. But Ceesar, however, has not sent back the 
legion to me which served in Pansa's army. 

I request your immediate answer to this 
letter : and if you should have any thing of 
importance to communicate to me, which 
requires particular secrecy, I desire you would 
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convey it by one of your own domestics. 
Farewel. 

EporediaS, May the 24th. 

LETTER XXIV. 

[A. U. ^'lO.] 

From the same to Cicero. 

All things here go on welP : and it shall be 
my endeavour to render them still better. Lepi* 
dus seems to be favourably disposed towar()s 
me : and, indeed, we have reason to divest our* 
selves of all our fears, and to act with un- 
daunted freedom in defence of the common- 
wealth. But had our affairs a far less promising 
aspect; yet it might justly animate and aug- 
ment that courage which I know always resides 
in your breast, to reflect that we have three 
powerful armies^ devoted to the service of tlie 
republic, and that Fortune has already declared 
in our favour. 

The report which I mentioned in my former 
letter is evidently calculated to intimidate you. 
But believe me, if you exert a proper spirit, the 

• A town not far from Vcrcellae ; from whence the last 
letter from Brutus was dated. See p. 292. of this vol. 

® " Brutus having received, most probably, some fresh in- 
" telligonce concerning Lopidus, wrote this letter to Cicero 
^ the day after he had written the former." Mr, Ross, 

^ That of Octaviusy PIaacus> and his own. 
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whole united party will be unable to withstand 
your eloquence. 

I purpose, agreeably to what I told you io 
my last, to remain in Italy till I shall hear 
frooi you. Farewel. 

Eporedia, May the 25th. 

LETTER XXV. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

The news from your part of the world is so 
extremely variable and contradictory, that I am 
utterly at a loss what to write. Sometimes th^ 
accounts we receive of Lepidus are agreeable to 
our wishes, and at others entirely the reverse. 
All reports, however, concur in assuring us, 
that you are superior to every danger, either 
from fraud or force. If you are in some de- 
gree indebted for the latter to Fortune ; it is 
certain that the former, at least, is owing to your 
prudence alone. 

I am informed by a letter from your col- 
league*, dated the 15th of May, that you ^len- 
tioned, in one of your expresses to him, that 
Lepidus had refused to receive Antony. Wc 
should have been more disposed to credit this 
intelligence, if you had taken notice of it in any 
of your dispatches to Rome. But, perfaapsii 

* Decimus Brutus. 
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you would not venture to communicate to us 
this piece of good news, as iiaving be6n a little: 
premature in an account of the same kind in 
your last. Every man, indeed, is liable to be 
deceived by his wishes ; but all the world knows 
that you can never be imposed upon by any 
other means. In the present instance, however, 
all possibility of farther error is removed : for to 
stumble twice against the same stone, is a dis-^ 
grace, you know, even to a proverb. Should the 
ftruth prove agreeable then to what you xpea* 
tioned in your letter to your colleague, all our 
fears ^re at an end : nevertheless, we sh^ll not 
dismiss them, till we receive a confirmation of 
this account from your own hand. 

I h^vp often assured you of my firm persua- 
sion, that the whole credit of delivering the 
gommonwealth from this civil war, will devqlv^ 
entirely upon that general who shall extinguish 
these its l^st surviving flaipes : an honour which 
I hope, and believe, is reserved solely for your- 
self. 

It is with great pleasure, though without th^ 
least surprise, that I find you entertain sucb 
grateful sentiments of my zeal in your service. 
Higher, indeed, it cannot possibly rise : but you 
m^y depend upon my exerting it to more im^ 
portant purposes, if affairs in your part of the 
world should succeed as we wish. Farewel. 

May the 29th. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Lentulus^ to Cicero. 

/ 

As I found, when I applied to Brutus in Mace* 
donia, that he would not soon be prepared to 
march to the assistance of this province^, I 
determined to return hither, in order to collect 
what remained of the public money, and to re- 
J33it it with all possible expedition to Rome. In 
the interval I received intelligence that Dola- 
bella's fleet appeared upon the coast of Lycia*, 
and that he had procured above an hundred 
transport-vessels, intending, if he should not 
succeed in his designs upon Syria ^, to sail di^ 
rectly with his forces to Italy, and join the An- 
tonys and the rest of those infamous rebels. { 
was so much alarmed at this account, that I 
thought proper to postpone all other affairs, 
and immediately proceed in quest of this fleet 
And notwithstanding my ships were unequal 
both in number and size to those of the enemy, 

-« He was, the son of Publius Lentulus, to whom several 
letters in the first and second books are addressed. He at- 
tended Trebonius into Asia Minor as his quaestor in that pro- 
vince ; from whence the present letter was written. 

3 In order to quell the commotions which Dolabella had 
raised. See rem. 7. p. 273. of this vol. 

^ It formed part of the province of Asia Minor. It is 
now called Aldinelli. 

^ See rem. 4. p. 19^. of this voL 
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I should probably have destroyed their whole 
fleet, if I had not been obstructed by the Rho- 
dians : however, I have disabled the greatest 
part of it, and dispersed the rest. I have taken, 
likewise, evesy one of their transports, the sol- 
diers and officers on board having quitted them 
upon the first notice of my approach. In a word, 
I have succeeded in the main of ray design, hav- 
ing defeated a scheme M^hich I greatly dreaded, 
and prevented Dolabella from strengthening 
our enemies by transporting his forces into 
Italy. 

I refer you to the letter which I have writteo 
to the senate^, for an account of the ill treat- 
ment I received from the Rhodians; though, 
indeed, I have by no means represented it in its 
strongest colours. These people, in con&e> 
quence of their imagining that the affairs of 
the commonwealth were utterly desperate, be 
haved towards me with the most insufferable 
insolence. But their affronts to my own per 
son are in no sort the foundation of my com 
plaints : I have ever disregarded injuries of this 
kind that centered entirely in myself. It is their 
disaffection to the republic, their attachment to 
the opposite party, their constant ill offices to 
all those who distinguish themselves in the sup- 
port of our liberties, that I thought demanded 

* The foUowing letter. 
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my resentment. Let me not be understood, 
however, as passing an mdisicriminate censure 
upon the whole island in general : far am I, in- 
deed, from thinking them all equally infected 
with the same principles. But I know not by 
what fatality it happens, that those very ma- 
gistrates who refused to give protection to my 
father, to Lucius Lentulus, to Pompey, and to 
the rest of those illustrious chiefs who fled into 
this island after the battle of Pharsalia, are all 
of them, at this juncture, either actually in the 
administration themselves, or possess an unli- 
mited influence over those who are. Accord- 
ingly, they have conducted themselves in this 
afiair with their usual malevolence; and it is 
not only expedient, but, indeed, absolutely ne- 
cessary, that the republic should interpose her 
authority, lest the insolence of this people should 
rise to still greater heights, by passing any longer 
unchastised. 

Let me hope you will continue, as usual, to 
take my interests under your protection : and 
that you will, upon all occasions, both in the 
senate and in every other instance, promote 
my honours with your suffrage. As the pro- 
vince of Asia is decreed to the consuls^, with a 

7 Hirtius and Pansa: the news of whose death, together 
with that of the battles in which they feUj had not yel 
reached the knowledge of Lentulus. 
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power of appointing whomsoever they shall 
think proper to administer the government till 
their arrival ; I entreat you to employ your in- 
terest with them to confer this dignity upon 
me. The situation of affairs in this province 
does by no means require their presence before 
the expiration of their consular office, or in 
any sort render it necessary that, they should 
«end hither an army ; for Dolabella is now in 
Syria: and, agreeably to what you declared 
with your usual prophetic discernment, he will 
certainly be defeated by Cassius ere the con- 
suls can possibly arrive. Accordingly, he has 
been obliged to abandon the siege of Antiochia, 
and has retreated to Laodicea, a sea-port town 
in Syria, as the only city in which he could 
confide. I hope he will soon meet with the 
fate he so well deserves ; or rather, indeed> I 
am persuaded it has already attended him : for 
he has no other place to which he can retreat, 
and it is impossible he should make any long 
or effectual resistance against so powerful an 
army as that which Cassius has led against 
him®. I imagine, therefore, that Pansa and 



9 This shortly afterwards proved to be the fax:t : for Cas- 
sius having forced the city of Laodicea to surrender, Dola^ 
bella, in order to avoid falling into the hands of his enemy, 
put an end to his own life by the assistance of one of hit 
slaves, whom he commanded to be his executioner. Vei» 
Fattrc, ii. 6^, 
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Hirtius will be in no haste to come into these 
provinces, but rather choose to finish their 
consular year at Rome. For this reason I am 
inclined to hope that you may prevail with them 
to appoint me their substitute. 

1 have received assurances from both of tliem^ 
as well in person as by letter, that no successor 
should be elected to my office during their con- 
sulate : and Pansa has lately repeated the same 
promise to my friend Verrius. Believe me, ^ it 
is not from any ambitious views that I desire 
to be continued some time longer in this pro- 
vince. But as I have met with many difficul* 
ties and disadvantages in the discharge of my 
functions, I should extremely regret the being 
obliged to resign my post before I shall have 
fully reaped the fruit of my labours. If it 
were in my power to remit to Rome the whole 
of those assessments I had actually levied, I 
should be so far from wishing to remain here, 
that I should desire to be recalled. But I am 
very solicitous to receive the money I advanced 
to Cassius ; to replace what I lost by the death 
of Trebonius, and the oppressions of Dolabel- 
la; as well as to recover the several sums which 
are due to me from those who have perfidiously 
broken the good faith they owed both to my- 
self and to the republic. Now, these are points 
which I can by no means effect; unless the 
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time of my continuance in this province be 
prolonged : a privilege which I hope to obtain 
by the interposition of your usual good offices. 
I persuade myself that my services to the 
commonweakh give me just reason to expert, 
not the honour oply of administering this pro- 
vince, hut as high dignities as Cassius and 
the two Bruti : as I not only shared with tbem 
in forming the design and undergoing the ha- 
zard of that ever- memorable enterprise against 
Cffisar ^, but have exerted myself with equal seal 
and spirit in all our present commotions. I 
was the first, let me boast, that bid defiance to 
the oppressive laws of Antony. I was the firat 
that brought over the cavalry of Dolabella to 
the interest of the republic^ and delivered them 
into the hands of Cassius. I was the first who 
levied troops in defence of our common liber-r 
ties against the infamous attempts of those who 
have conspired our destruction : and it is ow- 
ing entirely to me that Syria, togetlier.with the 
army in that province, joined themselves under 
Cassius in the support of the republic. The 
truth is, if I had not very expeditiously con* 

^ Plutarch (as Manutius in his remark upon ihis passage 
observes) taking notice that several afifected to be thought as- 
sociates in the conspiracy against Caesar, who in truth were 
no way concerned in that affair, particularly mentions 
Lentulds as one in that number. But he paid dear for hit 
boast; as it cost him his life when Octavius got into power. 
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tributed those large subsidies, both of men and 
money, with which I supplied Cassius, he would 
not have ventured to march into Syria : and the 
name of Dolabella would now have been no 
less formidable to the republic than that of An- 
tony himself. Yet, at the same time that I 
acted thus warmly for the interest of the repub- 
lic, I had every private bias that could draw 
me to the opposite party. Dolabella was my 
friend and companion; as the Antonys were 
my nearest relations : and it was by the united 
good offices of the latter that I obtained the 
quaestorship of this province. But the love of 
my country was superior to every other attach- 
ment: and I stood forth the first to declare war 
against the strongest and most endearing con- 
nexions both of blood and friendship. Incon- 
siderable, it must be acknowledged, is the fruit 
which I have hitherto reaped from these in- 
stances of my patriotism. However, I do not 
despair : and I shall unweariedly persev^rei not 
only in displaying my zeal for our liberties, but 
in exposing myself to every difficulty and 
every danger for their support. Nevertheless, 
I cannot but add, if I were to be encouraged 
by some of those honours I have merited from 
the senate and from every friend to our coun- 
try, they would give me an authority which 



\ 
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would enable me to act with greater ad^ntage 
to the common cause. 

I did not see your son when 1 was with Bru* 
tus, as he was just gone into winter-quarters 
with the cavalry *• But I had the satisfaction 
of finding that he was in general esteem ; 
which gave me great pleasure, not only on his 
account and yours, but likewise upon my own. 
For I cannot but consider a son of yours, that 
thus copies out his father's virtues, as standing 
in the relation to me of a brother. Farewel. 

Perga*, May the 29tb. 

1 " Brutus, when he first left Italy, sailed directly for 
^^ Athens, where he spent some time in concerting measured 
** how to make himself master of Greece and Macedonia: 
*' which was the great design tliat he had in view. Here he 
** gathered about him all the young nobility and gentry of 
** Rome, who, for the opportunity of their education, had 
** been sent to this celebrated seat of learning: but of them 
** all, he took the most notice of young Cicero. He made 
" him, therefore, one of his lieutenants, though he was but 
** twenty years old; gave him the command of his horse i 
'^ and employed him in several commissions of great trust 
'^ and importance; in all which the young man distinguished 
** both his courage and conduct." Life of Cic, uu 142. 

* A city of Pamphylia, in Asia Minor: now called Firgi^ 
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LETTER XXVII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Lentulus, Proquaestor and Propraetor, to the 
Consuls, the Praetors, the Tribunes of the 
People, the Senate, and the Commons of 
Rome. 

As soon as Dolabella had possessed himself of 
Asia^ by the most infamous and cruel act of 
treachery*, I applied immediately to the army 
in Macedonia under the command of the. illus- 
trious Marcus Brutus, as the nearest assistance 
to which I could have recourse, in order to re- 
cover this province as soon as possible to the 
dominion of the commonwealth. But Dolabel- 
la being apprehensive of my design, advanced 
with so much rapidity, that he had got out of 
these territories before it was possible that the 
forces I had solicited could arrive. In his 
march, however, Jie laid the whole country 
waste, seized upon the public money, and not 
only plundered the Roman citizens of their ef- 
fects, but most inhumanly sold them as slaves. 
I did not think it necessary, therefore, to defer 
my departure out of Macedonia, till the troops 
of Brutus should be ready. It appeared to be 

* Asia Minor. See rem. 8. p. 309. vol. ii. 

• See rem. 7. p. 273. of this vol. < 

VOL. III. Y 
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most for tlie advantage of the republic, that I 
should return with all expedition to the duties 
of my post, in order to levy the remainder of 
the public taxes, to collect the money I had 
deposited, to inquire what part of it had been 
seized, and by whose neglect: in a word, to 
transmit to you a full and faithful account of 
the state in which I should find the affairs of 
this province. With these views, I embarked : 
but as I was sailing among the Greek islands^ 
I received intelligence that Dolabella's fleet lay 
off the coast of Lycia, and that the Rhodians 
had a considerable number of ships of war ready 
to sail. I resolved, therefore, to put back to 
Rhodes with the ships that attended me, and 
which were now joined by those under the 
command of Patiscus, the proquaestor: a person 
whom I must mention as most intimately uni- 
ted w ith me, not only by the ties of friendship, 
but by the same common Sentiments towards 
the republic. I assured myself that tlie Rho- 
dians would give me assistance, in the first 
place, from their regard to the authority of 
your decree, by which Dolabella is declared an 
enemy to his country: and, in the next, as they 
stood engaged by a solemn treaty renewed with 
us in the consulate of Marcus Marcellus and 
Scrvius Sulpicius, to considi^r the enemies of 
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the republic in all respects as their own. But 
I was greatly deceived in my expectation : they 
were so far from being inclined to strengthen 
my fleet with any of their own ships, that they 
would tiot suffer it to enter their harbour. 
They even refused to furnish our soldiers with 
provisions and water : and it was with difficul- 
ty I obtained permission myself to sail into 
their port with two small vessels. However, I 
did not think proper to resent this insult upon 
the rights and the majesty of the Roman pfeo- 
pie; deeming it of more importance, in the pre- 
sent conjuncture, to frustrate the designs of 
Dolabella. For I had discovered, by some in- 
tercepted letters, that it was his purpose, if he 
failed in his attempt upon Syria and Egypt, (as 
fail I was sure he must,) to proceed directly 
with his band of robbers and their plunder to 
Italy. Accordingly, in view to this his scheme, 
he had pressed, out 6f the ports of Lycia, a con- 
siderable number of transports, none of them 
ld6s than fifty-six tons burthen ^ : and these 
were strongly guarded by his fleet. Being 
greatly alarmed, therefore, conscript* fathers, 



* These vessels were much interior to those employed for 
tlic samfe purposes in our service; the largest of which ate 
of 300 tons, and the smallest of 100. 

^ This appellation was at first given as a mark of distinc- 
tion to those particular senators who were added by Tar- 

Y 2 



324 TU£ LETTERS BOOK XIV. 

at this dangerous design; I resolved to bear 
with the injurious treatment of the Rhodians, 
and to submit to every milder expedient of 
gaining them over to our interest. For this 
purpose, I suffered myself to be introduced into 
their senate in the manner they thought pro* 
per : where I represented, in the strongest terms 
I was capable, the danger to which the repub- 
lic would be exposed, if that infamous rebel 
should transport his forces into Italy. But I 
found them most perversely disposed to ima- 
gine, that the friends of the republic were the 
weaker party; that the general association in 
favour of our liberties was by no means volun- 
tary ; that the senate would still patiently suf- 
fer the insolence of Dolabella; and that no man 
would venture to vote him a public enemy. To 
be short, they were more inclined to believe the 
false reports that had been propagated by the 
disaffected, than to credit my representations, 
though entirely agreeable to truth. In confor- 
mity with this disposition, they had sent, be- 
fore my arrival in the island, two several em- 
bassies to Dolabella, notwithstanding his late 



quinius Priscus, or by the people at the settling of the com- 
monwealth, to the hundred which originally composed the 
senate as it was instituted by Romulus. But, in after-times, 
it became a common title, which was promiscuously made 
use of in all addresses to that gr^at council of the republic. 
Vid. Manvt, de unat* 
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assassination of Trebonius, and th^ many other 
flagitious acts which he committed in this pro- 
vince. And this they did by an unexampled 
violation of their laws, and contrary to the ex- 
press prohibitions of the magistrates who were 
then in office. But whether this conduct was 
owing to their fears for the territories they pos- 
sess on the continent, as they themselves al- 
lege; or whether it is to be imputed to the 
factious influence of a few of their principal ma- 
gistrates, who formerly treated some of our il- 
lustrious countrymen with equal indignity, I 
• know not. This, however, is certain, that I 
could not prevail with them to take any mea- 
sures to obviate an evil, which it was very 
easy for them to prevent : and all the arguments 
I could use, either with respect to my own per- 
sonal danger, or in regard to that which threat- 
ened the republic, if this traitor with his ban- 
ditti, after being driven from Syria, should 
transport themselves into Italy, proved utterly 
ineffectual. It was even suspected, that the 
magistrates themselves amused us with various 
pretences of delay, till they could send intelli- 
gence to Dolabella's fleet of our approach. 
And, indeed, there were some circumstances 
that greatly increased this suspicion ; particu- 
larly, that Sextius Marius and Caius Titius^ 
the lieutenant)& of Do^abella, suddenly quitted 
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the 6eet, and abandoned their transports, wlooh 
had cost thern^ so much time and paias Co fxd- 
lect. Be that as it will, I pursued my voyage 
from Rhodes towards Lycia ; and falling in with 
the enemy, I took jail their transports, and hwp 
restored them to their owners. By these Dfieans 
I have obstructed what I so much feared, and 
have removed all apprehensions of Dolabdla's 
' passing into Italy with his rascal crew. I chased 
the enemy as far as Sida, which is the iitmoat Mr 
mit of my province ; where I leamt that paiit 
of them were 'separated, and that the rest had 
steered in company together towards Syra and .. 
the island of Cyprus. Having thus dispersed 
this squadron, and knowing that bravf com- 
mander and excellent patriot, the illustrious 
Caius Cassius, had a considerable fleet in those 
seas, I returned to the duties of my employ meat: 
and it shall be my endeavour, conscript fathers, 
to give both you and the republic full proofs 
of my indefatigable zeal. To this end; I shall 
-% exert my utmost ' assiduity in collecting the 

public revenues, which I shall transmit to you, 
together with, all my accounts, as expeditiously 
as possible. If I should have time, likewise, to 
make a progress through the province, in order 
to inquire into the conduct of those with whom 
I entrusted the care of the finances, I shall not 
feU to send a liat of such v\ ho shall appear to 
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h$^ve b^n fiE^ithful to their tru^t, as well as of 
those ^¥bo, by voluntarily betraying it, bav^ 
rencjered themselves partners in the guilt of Do* 
labella* I^et me ad^, that if you shall think 
proper to chastise these last, according to their 
deiP^rits, the execution of your justice will 
greatly strengthen my authority, and enable me, 
with n^ore facility, to raise and preserve the rq-r 
mainder of the public taxes. In the me^n 
while, the better to secure the public revenue, 
and to protect this province from future in- 
sults, I have formed (what, indeed, was ex- 
tremely wanting) a body of troops composed 
entirely of volunteers. 

Since I wrote the above, about thirty Asiatic 
soldiers, who deserted from Dolabella in Syria, 
are arrived in Pamphylia. They relate that 
Dolabella appeared before the walls of Aptio* 
chia in Syria, and finding that the inhabitants 
had shut the city gates against him, he made 
several attempts to enter by force ; but was al- 
ways repulsed with great disadvantage. At 
length, having lost about a hundred men, he 
retired in the night, and fled towards Laodicea ; 
leaving all his sick and wounded behind him. 
7bey add, that the same night almost the whole 
of his Asiatic troops deserted ; eight hundred of 
>¥bich returned to Antiochia, and surrendered 
themselves to th^ officers of the garrison which 
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Caasius had left in that town ; the rest (of 
which number these soldiers are) came down 
into Ciiicia by mount Amanus : in ifine^ thaf 
Cassius, with his whole army, was reported to 
have been but four days march from Labdicea 
when Dolabella retired towards that city. I am 
persuaded, therefore, that this most infamous 
villain will meet with the punishment he de- 
serves much sooner than we expected. 

LETTER XXVUI. 

[A.U.710.] 

Lepidus, Imperator and sovereign Pontiflf*, 
to the Senate ^nd People of Rome*. 

Heaven and earth will bear me witness, con* 
script fathers, that there is nothing I have at all 
times more sincerely desired, than the preserva- 
tion of our common liberties : and I should 

'* The function of the Roman pontiffs was to give judg- 
ment in all causes relating to religion, and to regulate the 
festivals, sacrifices, and all other sacred institutions. The 
sovereign pontiff, or superintendent of these pontifices^ was 
one of the most honourable offices in the commonwealth. 

3 This letter was written by Lepidus to the senate, in or- 
der to excuse the junction of his forces with those of Antony; 
which was effected the day before its date. But though he 
represents himself as merely passive in that transaction, and 
to have been forced into it by a general revolt of his troops ; 
yet it most evidently appears to have h«en in consequence 
of a secret treaty, which had been in agitation during some 
months before, between him and Antony* 
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soon have convinced you of this truth, if For- 
tune had not forced me to renounce those mea- 
sures I purposed to pursue. My whole army, 
indeed, expressed their usual tenderness to- 
wards their fello^^-countrymen, by a mutinous 
opposition to my designs ; and, to own the 
tinith, they absolutely compelled me not to re- 
fuse my protection to such a multitude of Ro- 
\nan citizens. I conjure you then, conscript 
fathers, to judge of this affair, not by the sug- 
gestions of private resentment, but by the in- 
terest of the commonwealth : nor let it be im- 
puted as a crime to me and my army, that, 
amidst our civil dissensions, we yielded to the 
dictates of compassion and humanity. Be as- 
sured, that by acting with an equal regard to 
the safety and honour of all parties, you will 
best consult both your own and your country's 
advantage, Farewel. 

From my camp, at Pons Argenteus,' 
May the 30th. 
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LETTER I. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

Though I nm too well assured of the; difip^ 
sition of your heart, to require any formal de- 
clarations of your gratitude ; yet I cannot but 
confess that I received your acknowledgments 
with great pleasure, as they afforded me the 
most evident proof of the affection you bear 
me. I n^as always, indeed, perfectly sensible 
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of your friendship ; but it never appeared to me 
in a stronger or more advantageous light. 

Your letter to the senate was extremely well 
received, not only from the important account 
it brought us of your wise and heroic measures^ 
but as it was greatly admired likewise for the 
strength and elegance of its composition. Let 
it be your earnest labour, my dear Plancus, 
to extinguish the remains of this war; which if 
you should happily effect, you will acquire the 
most consummate credit and reputation. I 
wish all possible prosperity to the republic ; yet, 
belicive me, spent as I am with my utmost ef- 
forts to preserve it from destruction, I am 
scarce more solicitous for the liberties of my 
country, than for the glory of my friend. I 
hope that the immortal gods have placed within 
your power a most favourable opportunity of 
increasing your fame ; and let me entreat you 
to embrace it, my dear Plancus, in the full 
persuasion that whoever shall destroy Antony, 
will have the honour of terminating this most 
execrable and alarming war. Farewel. 



/ 

BOOK 


XV. 


OF CICERO. 

§ 




/ 






LETTER . 


II. 


t 






[A. U. 710.] 








Asr 


NIUS POLLIO' to 


. c 


ICERO. 



333 



It is owing to Lepidus, who detained my cou- 
riers above a week, that I did not receive ear- 
lier advice of the several actions near Mutina; 
though, ipdeed, I should be glad to have been 
the last that was informed of this unhappy 
news, if it were utterly out of my power to be 
of any assistance in redressing its consequences. 
I wish the senate had ordered me into Italy, 
when they sent for Plancus and Lepidus ; for 
if I had been present, the republic would not 
have received this cruel wound. And though 
some, perhaps, may rejoice in this event, from 
the great number of principal officers and vete- 
ran soldiers of the Caesarean party who have 
perished ; yet they will undoubtedly find reason 
to lament it, when they shall be sensible of the 
terrible desolation it has brought upon their 
country. For if what is related concerning 
the number of the slain be in any degree true, 
the flower and strength of our armies are en- 
tirely cut off. 

I was well aware of the great advantage it 
would have proved to the republic, if I could 

1 See rem. 6. p. 207. and rem. 1. p. Itt^. of this vol. 
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have joined Lepidus; as I should have been able, 
especially with the assistance of Plancus, to 
have dissipated those doubts vt^hich occasioned 
his delay in declaring for the senate. But the 
letters which I received from him being writ- 
ten (as you will. perceive by the copies I here- 
with transmit) in the same spirit with those 
speeches which, it is said, he made to his army 
at Narbo^; I found it necessary to 'act with 
some sort of artifice towards him, if I hoped to 
obtain leave to march my troops through his 
province. I was apprehensive, likewise, if an 
engagement should happen before I could ex- 
ecute my designs, that the known friendship 
I had with Antony (though not superior, in- 
deed, to that which Plancus entertained for 
him), would give my enemies an occasion of 
misrepresenting my intentions. For these rea- 
sons I dispatched two couriers from Gades^, in 
the month of April, by two different ships^ 
with letters, not only to you and to Octavius, 
but to the consuls also, requesting to be in- 
formed- in what manner my services might 
most avail the republic. But, if I am right in 
my calculation, these ships did not sail till the 
very day on which the battle was fought be- 
tween Pansa and Antony; as that was the 

^ * Narbdiinc, in Prorence. * Cadin. 
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soonest^ I think, since the winter, that these 
seaB were navigable. To these reasons for not 
inarching, I must add, that I had so little ap-^ 
prehension of this civil war, that I settled the 
winter-quarters of my troops in the very re- 
motest parts of Lusitania^ Both armies, it 
should seem, were as eager to come to Itn ac- 
tioti) as if their greatest fears on each side were^ 
lest some less destructive expedient might be 
found of composing our disturbances. Hoiv^^' 
ever, if circumstances required so much preci- 
pitation, I must do Hirtius the justice to aG«> 
knowledge, that he conducted himself with all 
the skill atid courage of a consummate generaL 
I am informed, by my letters from that part 
of Gaul which is under the command of Lepi* 
dus, that Pansa's whole ai'my is cut 'to pieces, 
and that he himself is since dead of his wounds* 
They add, that the martial legion is entirely 
destroyed, and that Lucius Fabatus, Caius 
FeducaeUs^ and Decimus Carfulenus, are among 
the number of the slain. My intelligence far-* 
ther assures me, that, in the subsequent «tttek 
by Hirtius, both he and "Antony lost all their 
legions; that the fourth legion^ after having 
taken Antony's camp, uas engaged and de^ 
feat^d by the fifth, with terrible slaughter; 
that Hirtius, together with Pontius Aquila, 

* Pmroigal. 
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and, as it is reported^ Octavius likewise, were 
killed in the action. If this should prove true, 
(which the gods forbid,) I shall be very greatly 
concerned. My advices farther import, that 
Antony has, with great disgrace, abandoned 
the siege of Mutina ; however, that he has • *** 
complete regiments of horse still, remaining, 
together with one which belongs to Publius 
Bagiennus, as also a considerable number of 
disarmed soldiers; that Ventidius has joined 
him with the seventh, the eighth, and tlie ninth 
legions ; and that Antony has determined, if 
there should be no hopes of gaining Lepidus, 
to have recourse to the last expedient, and arm 
not only the provincials, but even the slaves : in 
fine, that Lucius Antonius, after having plun- 
dered the city of Parma, has posted himself 
upon the Alps. If these several particulars are 
true, there is no time to be lost; and every 
man who wishes that the republic, or even the 
name of the Roman people, may subsist, should 
immediately, without waiting for the express 
orders of the senate, contribute his utmost as- 
sistance to extinguish these dreadful flames. I 
hear that Decimus Brutus is at the head of 
only seventeen cohorts, together with two in- 
complete legions of new-raised troops, which 
had beon levied by Antony. I doubt not, 

* The number is omitted in the MSS. 
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however, that the remains of the forces com- 
manded by Hirtius will join him. I hope so at 
least : as there is little, I think, to be expected 
from any new recruits that may be raised ; es- 
pecially since nothing can be more dangerous 
than to give Antony time to recover strength. 

My next letters from Italy will determine the 
plan of my operations : and, as the corn is now 
cut down, and partly carried in, I shall be more 
at liberty to execute them without obstruction 
from the season of the year. Tn the mean time> 
let me assure you, that I will neither desert, nor 
survive^ the republic. It is a misfortune, how- 
ever, that my distance from the scene of action 
is so great, and the roads so infested, that it is 
often six weeks, and sometimes more, ere I can 
be informed of any event that has happened. 
Fare w el. 

^ Notwithstanding Pollio's pious resolutions of expiring 
with the republic, he was conj^nted to live on, long after its 
total destruction, and died in a good old age in the court and 
favour of Augustus. It was not many months, indeed, from 
the. date of this letter, that he united with the enemies of 
his country, Jjy joining his troops with those of Antony and 
Lepidus. ^uct. Dial, de Cans. Corrupt. Eloquent. 
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LETTER III. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Dilcimus Brutus to Cicero. 

It affords lue some consolation, io the midst of 
my great concern^, that the world is at length 
convinced that my fears were not without just 
foundation*. I have sent, by this express, a full 
account of the whole affair to the senate. And 
now let them deliberate, if they please, whether 
they shall call home their troops from Africa 
and Sardinia, whether they shall send for Mar- 
cus Brutus, and whether they shall order the 
payment of my forces. But of this you may 
be well assured, that unless they act, with re- 
gard to these several articles, in the manner I 
have pointed out in my letter, we shall all of us 
be exposd to the utmost danger. • 

I entreat you to be extremely cautious whom 
the senate shall employ to conduct the troops 
that are to reinforce me : as it is a trust which 
requires great fidelity and expedition, Farewel. 

From my camp, June 3d. 

6 Occasioned by the treachery of Lepidus,In having de- 
serted the cause of the republic, and joined himself to An- 
tony. This letter appears to have been written a few dayg 
after that event; being dated the 3d of June, and the junc- 
tion between the two armies of Lepidus and Antony having 
been effected on the 29th of May. 

^ See the llth letter of the preceding book,)p. 276. to 
^v]lich this seenis to allude. 
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LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Decimus Bhutus*^. 

May every god confound that most infamous 
of all human beings, the execrable Segulius! 
For do you imagine, my friend, that he has 
told this idle tale to none but Caasar, or to you? 
Be assured he has related it to every mortal 
that would give him the hearing. I am much 
obliged to you, however, for informing me of 
this contemptible report : as it is a very strong 
instance, my dear Brutus, of the share you al- 
low me in your friendship. 

As to what he mentioned concerning the 
complaints of the veterans, that you and Ceesar 
are left ott of the commission for dividing the 
lands, I sincerely wish I had likewise been ex- 
cluded from so troublesome an office. But it 
is by no means to be imputed to me, that you 
vi^ere not both nominated : on the contrary, I 
moved that all our generals should be included. 
But the clamours of those who always endea- 
voured to obstruct your honours, carried it 

7 This letter is an ans^^o^ to the 23cl of the foregoing 
book : and was written before any of the letters which giv^ 
an account of Antony's being received by Lepidus had 
come to Cicero's hands. 

z a 
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against me ; and you were both excepted, in 
opposition to my warmest efforts. Unheeded 
then by me, let Segulius propagate his impo- 
tent calumnies ! For all that the man means, is 
nothing more than to repair his broken for- 
tunes. Not that he can be charged with hav- 
ing dissipated his patrimony : for patrimony he 
never had. He has only squandered in luxury 
what he acquired by infamy. 

You may be perfectly at ease, my dear and 
excellent Brutus, with regard to those fears 
which you so generously entertain upon my ac- 
count, at the same time that you feel none, 
you tell me, upon your own. Be assured I shall 
expose myself to no dangers which prudence 
can prevent : and, as to those against which 
no precaution can avail, I am little solicitous. 
High, indeed, would my presumption b6, were 
I to desire to be privileged beyond the common 
lot of human nature. 

The advice you give me not to suffer my fears 
to lead me into greater dangers than those they 
would avoid, supplies me at once with a proof 
both of your judgment and your friendship: 
but the caution is altogether unnecessary. The 
truth of it is, distinguished as you are by a for- 
titude of mind, which renders you incapable of 
fear upon any occasion ; yet there is no man who 
approaches nearer to you in that quality than 
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myself. Nevertheless, I shall always be upon 
my guard, though I shall never be afraid. In- 
deed if I should have any reason, will it not 
be wholly owing, my dear Brutus, to yourself? 
For were I of a disposition apt to tajcc alarm, 
yet I should be perfectly composed, in the con- 
fidence of that protection I shall receive from 
your approaching consulate : especially as the 
world is no less sensible than I am of the sin- 
gular share I enjoy of your affection. 

I agree entirely with your opinion concerning 
the four legions, as also that both you and Cce- 
sar should have the distribution of those estates 
you mention. This is an ofl&ce on which some 
of my colleagues had cast a very wishful eye : 
however, I have disappointed their longing, by 
reserving it wholly for you and Caesar. In the 
mean time, if any occurrence should arise that 
requires particular secrecy, I shall observe your 
directions, and communicate it to you by one of 
my own domestics. Farewel. 

June the 4th. 
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. LETTER V. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Plakcus to Cicero. 

I SHALU" never regret to undergo the greatest 
dangers in the cause of my country, provided, 
my dear Cicero, that whatever happeiis to my- 
self, i may not justly be accused of tetncrlty. 
teut I should not scruple to confess that 1 had 
been guilty of an imprudence, if I had ty€r 
acted in reliance upon the sincerity of Lepidus. 
Too easy a disposition to give credit tofairpt^- 
tences, cannot so properly be called a fault as 
an error : but an error into which the noblest 
minds are generally most liable to fall. It waSs 
not, however, from a mistake of this nature that 
I had lately well nigh been deceived; for the 
character of Lepidus I perfectly well knew. It 
was entirely owing to a certain sensibility of 
what my detractors might say : a quality, I will 
freely acknowledge, particularly prejudicial in 
the affair of war. I was apprehensive, if I re- 
mained in my camp, that those who are inclined 
to misconstrue my actions, might represent me 
as the occasion of the war being protracted, by 
obstinately indulging my resentment against 
Lepidus: and therefore I advanced almost with- 
in sight of him and Antony. I encamped, indeed, 
at no greater distance from them than forty miles, 
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that I might be able, as circumstances should 
require, either speedily to join the army of Le- 
pidus, or safely to retreat with my own. In 
marking out my camp, I chose a spot of ground 
that gave me the advantage of having a large 
river in my front, which would take up some 
time in passing, and that lay contiguous, like- 
wise to the country of the Vocontii®: who, I 
was sure, would favour my retreat. When Le- 
pidus found himself disappointed of what he so 
much wished, and that there was no hopes of 
my approaching nearer, he immediately threw 
off the mask : and on the 29th of May he joined 
Antony. The combined armies moved the 
same day in order to invest my camp : and they 
had actually advanced within 20 miles, before 
I received advice of their junction. However, I 
struck my tents with so much expedition, that, 
by the favour of the gods, I had the happiness 
to escape tliem. My retreat was conducted 
with so much good order, that no part of my 
baggage, nor even a single man, was either left 
behind or intercepted by these incensed vil- 
lains. On the 4th of this month I repassed the 
Isara with my whole army : after which I broke 
down the bridge I had thrown across that river. 
I took this precaution, that my troops might 

* A people cf Narbonensian Gaul. 
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have time to refresh themselves, as well as to 
give my colleague^ an opportunity of coming up 
to me : which I imagine he will be able to effect 
in three days from the date of this letter. 

I must always acknowledge the zeal- and fide- 
lity which Laterensis has shewn to the repub- 
lic, in his negotiations between Lepidus and 
myself: but it is certain that his great partiality 
towards Lepidus, prevented him from discern- 
ing the dangers into which I have been led. 
However, as soon as he discovered how grossly 
he had been imposed upon, he attempted to turn 
that sword against his own breast, which with 
much more justice had been plunged in the heart 
of Lepidus. But he was prevented from com- 
pleting his purpose : and it is said (though I 
by no means mention it as a certainty) that the 
wound he had given himself is not mortal \ 

My escape from these traitors has proved an 
extreme mortification to them: as they marched 
to attack me with the same unrelenting fui'y 
which instigates them against their country. 
Some late circumstances particularly contri- 
buted to inflame their resentment. I had fre- 
quently and warmly urged Lepidus to extin- 
guish this civil war : I had disapproved of the 

9 Decimus Brutus. 

^ It proved otherwise : and the senate, in honour of his 
patriotism, not only decreed him a public funeral^ but or- 
dered a statue to be erected to his memory. Pio, p. 334. 
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conferences that were holden with the enemy : 
I had refused to see the lieutenants ^^hom An- 
tony deputed to me under the passports of Le- 
pidus; and had intercepted Catius Vestinus, 
whom the former had sent express to the latter. 
But it is with pleasure I reflect, that the more 
earnestly they wished to get me into their hands, 
the more they suffer in the disappointment. 

Continue, my dear Cicero, to employ the 
same vigorous efforts you have hitherto ex- 
erted, that we who are in arms for the defence 
of the republic, may have suitable honours paid 
to our services. In the mean time, I wish that 
Caesar would join us with those brave troops he 
commands; or, if his affairs will not permit 
him, that at least they might be sent under 
the conduct of some other general : for most 
certainly his own personal interest is at stake'. 
The whole force of the disaffected party is 
united against our country : and shall we not 
put forth our utmost strength in its defence? 
As for what concerns myself, I will venture to 
assure you, that if you at Rome are not want- 
ing on your parts, I will abundantly perform 
every thing that can be expected on mine. 

The obligations I am continually receiving 

• Octavius was at this time secretly carrying on a treaty 
with Lepidus and Antony, which shortly after ended in an 
alliance, which every reader is acquainted with under the 
Bame of the Triumvirate, 
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from your hands, endear you to me every day 
more and more ; at the same time that they ani- 
mate me to act in such a manner as not to £Eur- 
feit, in any degree, your esteem and affection. 

I will only add my wishes, that I were able 
in peiison to give you such proofs of my grati- 
tude, as might afford you greater reason to re- 
joice in the good offices you have conferred 
upon me. Farewel. 

Cularo, on the frontiers of the AUobroges^, 
June the 6th. 

LETTER VI. 

[A.U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus. 

To tell you the truth*, I was once inclined to 
be somewhat angry at the shortness of your let- 
ters : but I am now so well reconciled to your con- 
cise manner, that I condemn my own as down- 
right loquacity, and shall make your epistles the 
models of mine. How short, yet how expressive 
are you when you tell me, that " all things go 
" well with you, and that you shall endeavour 
** to render them still better ; that Lepidus 
" seems favourably disposed ; and that we 

• A people of the Narbononsian Gaul, in which Cularo, 
now called Grenoble, was situated. 

^ When Cicero wrote this letter, which is an answer to the 
24th of the preceding book, p. 310. of this vol. he bad not 
yet received the news of Antony's junction with Xiepidus. 



" have every thing to expect from our three 
" armies^ !" Were I ever so full of fears, these 
significant sentences would banish them all. — 
But I exert the spirit you recommend; and 
indeed, if, at the time when you were closely 
blocked up in Mutina, my hopes Jievertheless 
were fixed entirely upon you, how much higher, 
think you, must they be raised now ? 

I should be glad, my dear Brutus, to resign 
to you my post of observation, if I might do 
so without incurring the censure of deserting 
it. As to what you mentioned of continuing 
in Italy till you should hear from me, I do not 
disapprove of it, if the motions of the enemy 
should not call you elsewhere ; as there are ma- 
ny points upon the carpet at Rome, which may 
render it prudent for you not to remove to a 
farther distance. But, at all events, if your 
presence here may prove a mean of ternii- 
nating the war, it is undoubtedly the first anld 
principal scheme you should have in view. 

• The senate has decreed the first money that 
could be raised for the payment of your troops. 
Scrvius is extremely your firiend ; and you may 
always depend upon me. Farewel. 

June the 8th. 
* Those of Decimus Brutus, Plancus, aixi Octayiui. 
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LETTER VIL 

[A. U. 710.] 

AsiNjus PoLLio to Cicero. 

Balbus^, my quaestor, has withdrawn from 
Gades, with very considerable effects in his 
hands, which he had received of the public 
taxes '^^ consisting of a large quantity of uncoin- 
ed gold, a much larger of silver®, together with 
a great sum of ready money ; and what adds to 
bis iniquity, is, that he has not discharged 
even the pay of the troops^. In his flight he 
was detained three days, by contrary winds, at 
Calpe^; from whence, however, he sailed on 
the 1st of this month ; and has transported 
himself, together with his treasure, into the 
dominions of Bogud, king of Mauritania*. — 

* He was nephew to Lucius Cornelius Balbus, the great 
friend and favourite of Caisar,and of whom frequent mention 
has been made in the preceding letters. 

7 The quaestor was receiver-general of the provincial 
taxes. 

9 The province of Spain abounded in valuable mines of 
every sort, particularly in those of sitver and gold ; the pro- 
prietors of which paid a certain proportion to the govern- 
ment, of the pure ore which these mines produced. Strab. 
iii. Burman* devectigaL P, R. dissert, p. 107- 

9 The payment of the forces was a part of the business 
belonging to the provincial quaestors. 

* Gibraltar. 

* One of the most considerable kingdoms i n ancient Africa, 
comprehendingthoseofFezand Morocco, together with part 
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But whether the present prevailing reports^ will 
bring him back to Gades, or carry him to 
Rome, I know not; for I hear that his resolu- 
tions vary with every different express that ar- 
rives. But, besides the robberies and the ex- 
tortions he has committed in this province, 
and the cruelties he has exercised towards our 
allies, he affected, in several instances, to imi- 
tate (as he himself used to boast) the actions 
of Caesar. Accordingly, on the last day of the 
games which he exhibited at Gades, he present- 
ed Herennius Gallus, a comedian, with the 
golden ring, and conducted him to one of the 
14 benches of the theatre, which he had appro- 
priated to those of the equestrian order. He 
likewise continued himself in the supreme ma- 
gistracy of Gades, by his own single authority : 
and at two immediately successive assemblies of 
the people, he nominated, for the two next fol- 
lowing years, such of his creatures whom he 
thought proper to succeed him in the govern- 
ment of that city. He also recalled from exile, 
not indeed those unfortunate men who were 

of Algiers and Billed ulgerid. Bogud, the prince of this 
country, had, in the late civil wars, favoured and assisted 
Caesar, by whom he had been greatly distinguished; as he 
afterwards supported Antony in the war between him and 
Octavius. It is probable, therefore, that Bal bus withdrew 
with these treasures, not in order to convert them to hii 
private use, but to employ them in the cause of Antony. 
Birt. de Bel Alex. 59. de Bel. Afric. 25. 

* Concerning the junction of Lepidus with Antony. 



S50 THE LETTERS BOOK XY« 

banished on account of the present commotions^ 
but tboBC infamous rebels who were concerned 
ia the sedition which was raised in Gades during 
the proconsulate of Sextus Varrus*, and in which 
all the members of their council were either as* 
sassinated or expelled. Thus far he had Cassar 
fat his model ; but, in the instance^ I am going 
to mention, he exceeded even Caesar hioiself. 
He caused a play to be acted at the public 
games, upon the subject of his embassy to Lu- 
cius Lentulus^ the proconsul; and the good 
man was so affected with the remembrance of 
those transactions which the scenes of this drama 
recalled to his mind, that he melted into tears. 
At the gladiatorial games, he gave a specimen of 
his cruelty with regard to one Fadius, who had 
served in Pompey's army. This man had twice, 
it seems, voluntarily entered the lists in combats 

^ It does not appear who this person was, nor at what 
Cime he presided as governor of Spain. 

6 He was consul in the year 704, when the civil war broke 
out^ in which he took part with Pompey. He accompanied 
that general in his retreat to Brundisium, and from thence 
passed over with him into Greece. But before Leatulus left 
Italy, Balbus was employed by Caesar (as Manutius ob- 
H'rves) to prevbil with him to return to Rome. Balbus 
afterwards (afi appears by a passage which the same commen- 
tator cites from Patcrculus) executed a much more difficult 
coDimi^sion of this kind, at the siege of Dyrrachium ; where 
he undertook to carry some fartlier overtures from Cassar to 
LentuluB, who was in that garrison, and which he executed 
with equal address and intrepidity. It was this adventure, 
it is probable, that formed the subject of the play wfaick 
PoUiv here mentions. 44 Ait, viii. U. Vd.F(Uerc. iu ill. 
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of this kind; but, upon the present occasion, he 
refused to fight, though peremptorily required 
by Balbus ; and accordingly threw himself upon 
the protection of the populace. But the mob 
having pelted Balbus with stones^ when he at- 
tempted to recover him out of their hands, he 
let loose upon tiiem a party of his Gallic horse. 
Balbus having, by these means, got the unfor- 
tunate Fadius into his possession, ordered him 
to be fixed in a pit, which was dug for that 
purpose, in the place where the games were ex- 
hibited, and caused him in this manner to be 
burnt alive. This was performed soon after 
Balbus had dined ^ who was present during the 
whole execution, walking about bare-footed, 
with his hands behind him, and his tunic loose, 
in the most unconcerned and indecent manner; 
and while the unhappy sufferer cried out that 
he was a Roman citizen, " Why do you not run 

^ There seems to have been some peculiar indecorum in 
this circumstance, though it is not veiy easy to determine 
wherein it precisely consisted. It may bet ^at public ex- 
ecutions, at this time of the day, were thought indecent: 
it is certam at least, tiiat it was deemed improper to hold 
courts of judicature for the trial of criminal matters in an 
afternoon : for Plutarch takes notice that the younger 
Cato was accused of this practice during his prstorship ; 
and thinks it necessary, for the credit of that illustrious 
Roman, to deny the truth of the charge. Or, perhaps, Pol- 
lio might point out this circumstance as a mark of uncom- 
mon cruelty of disposition in Balbus, who could rise from 
table with a temper of mind so different from that which 
pleasures of this sort are naturally apt to inspire, and turn 
from a cheerful meal to a scene of the utmost horror and 
iKirbarity. Plut, in vit. Catan. UHcen. 
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" now (said the insulting and relentless Bal- 
" bus) to implore the protection of the people ?*' 
But this was not the single cruelty he exer- 
cised. He exposed, likewise, several Roman 
citizens to wild beasts; particularly a certain 
noted auctioneer in the city of Hispalis''; and 
this for no other reason but because the poor 
man was excessively deformed. Such is the 
monster with whom I had the misfortune to be 
connected ! But more of him when we meet. 
In the mean time (to turn to a point of much 
greater importance) I should be glad the senate 
would determine in what manner they would 
have me act. I am at the head of three brave 
legions, one of which Antony took great pains 
to draw over to his interest at the commence- 
ment of the war. For this purpose he caused 
it to be signified to them, that the very first 
day they should enter into his camp, every 
soldier should receive five hundred denarii',' be- 
sides which, he also assured them, that if he ob- 
tained the victory, they should receive an equal 
share of the spoils with his own troops : a reward 
which all the world knows would have been 
without end or measure. These promises made 
a deep impression upon them; and it was with 
great difficulty I kept them from deserting. I 

7 The city of Seville, in Spain. 
• About 14/. sterling. 
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should not, indeed, have been able to have ef- 
fected this, if I had not cantoned them in di-*> 
stant quarters; as some of the cohorts, not- 
withstanding they were thus separated, had the 
insolence to mutiny. Antony endeavoured 
likewise to gain the rest of the legions, by im- 
mense offers. Nor was Lepidus less importu 
nate with me to send him the thirtieth legion ; 
which he solicited both by his own letters, and 
by those which he caused Antony to write. — 
The senate will do me the justice, therefore, to 
believe, as no advantages could tempt me to 
sell my troops, nor any dangers which I had 
reason to apprehend, if Antony and Lepidus 
should prove conquerors, could prevail with 
me to diminish their number, that I was thus 
tenacious of my army for no other purpose but 
to employ it in the service of the republic ^ 
And let the readiness with which I have obeyed 
all the orders I received from the senate, be a 
proof that 1 would have complied in the san>e 
manner with every other they should have 
thought proper to have sent me. I have pre- 
served the tranquillity of this province; I have 
maintained my authority over the army; and 
have never once moved beyond the limits of 
my own jurisdiction. I must add, likewise, 

9 See rem. 5, p. 337« of this voL 
VOL. III. S A 
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that I have never employed any soldier, either 
of my own troops or those of my auKiliarieSi 
in carrying any dispatches whatsoever : and I 
have constantly punished such of my caval^ry 
wl^om I have found jgtt any time attempting to 
desert. I shall think these cares suffidendy 
rewarded, in seeing the peace and security of 
the republic restored. But if the majority of 
the senate, and the commonwealth indeed in 
general, had known me for what I am, I 
should have been able to have rendered ttem 
much more important services. 

I have sent you a copy of the letter which I 
wrote to Balbus, just before he \e£t this pro* 
vince ; and if you have any curiosity to read 
his play, which I mentioned above, it is in tbe 
hands of my friend Gallus Cornelius, to virhom 
you may apply for it. Farewel. 

Corduba, June the 8th. 

LETTER VIIL 

[A. U.710.] 

To Plancus. 

All our hopes are entirely fixed (and fixed 
too with the approbation of the gods them^ 
selves) upon you and your colleague ^ Th« 
perfect unanimity, therefore, that appears by 

^ Decimus Brutus. 
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your several letters to the senate to subsist 
between you, affords great satisfaction, not 
only to that assembly in particular, but to the 
whole city in general. 

As to what you wrotftjx) me concerning the 
commission for dividing^e lands, if that affair 
had been brought before the senate, I should 
have been the first to have proposed the most 
honourable decree in your favour. But the 
slowness of their deliberations in the business 
which was then under their consideration, to- 
gether with other obstructions which attended 
tiieir debates, having prevented them from 
cjoming to any resolution ; both your brother 
and myself were of opinion, that it was most 
adviseable to proceed upon the former decree ; 
and I take it for granted that he has acquaint* "^ 
^ yoiii to whom it is owing that it was not 
drawn up in the manner we proposed. But if, 
in this instaiKie, or m any other, your inclina- 
tions should not be entirely gratified ; be well 
persuaded, however, that you are in such hig^ 
€steem w^ith all the friends of the repuUic, that 
there is no sont of bonours they are not dis^ 
posed to <:onfer u<pion you. — I wait with greai 
Impatience for an express from you, aiS I ex- 
pect it wqfU )brii»g «is the news I most wisb.-^ 
Farewcl. 

S A 2 
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LETTER IX. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Coi|to[Ficius^ 

Is it reall}' so, ray friend ; and have I never 
written to you but when I had occasion to re- 
commend the cause of some litigious suitor? 
I confess I have frequently troubled you with 
letters of this kind ; but must you not thank 
your own obliging partiality towards me, if the 
world is persuaded that no recommendation 
has so muph weight with you as mine ? Tell 
me, however, when did I omit writing, if your 
family gave me notice of an opportunity ? In 
^^- fact, nothing affords me greater satisfaction, 
now that I cannot converse with you in person, 
than this intercourse of letters. I only lament 
that my public occupations prevent me from 
corresponding with you as frequently as I 
wish. If I had more leisure, indeed, I should 
not only provoke you to enter with me into a 
commerce of this epistolary kind, but I should 
challenge you with whole volumes of my works ; 
a challenge which I ought to have received 
from you, as your engagements, I imagine, are 
not altogether so numerous as mine. But if I 

* See rem. 6. p. 6l. of this vol. 
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am mistaken in this supposition, how shall I 
acquit you of being a little unreasonable, in 
expecting frequent letters on my part, when 
you have so seldom leisure to send me any on 
yours ? If I have hithdtp been engaged in the 
most important occupations, as holding myself 
bound to exert all my cares in the defence of 
the republic ; I may still more strongly urge 
that plea at present. For as a relapse is always 
more dangerous than a first attack, so the re- 
kindling of this war, ^fter it was almost totally 
extinguished, demands a double portion of my 
labour and vigilance. But, not to enter farther 
into this subject, believe me, my dear Cornifi- 
cius, I should think, myself most inexcusably 
indolent, not to say ill-mannered, were I capa- 
ble of suffering you to gain the superiority over 
me in any instance of friendship. That I enjoy 
yours, is a point of which I never once had 
the least doubt : but the conversation I have 
lately had with Cherippus, has rendered it still 
iuore evident. As agreeable as he always was 
to my taste, I could not but look upon him in 
his last visit with more than ordinary pleasure, 
as he not only acquainted me with the senti- 
ments of your heart in the message he delivered 
to me, but as he reprjesented, at the same time, 
a lively image of your very air and counte- 
nance. You had no reason then to be apprehen- 



# 



558 THE LETTKRfi BOOK %f. 

sive that I should be dispteased at your having 
sent me the same tommon letter which yo« ad- 
dressed to all your fiiends in general. If I de-' 
sired a more particular memorial, it was merely 
from the affection iBj^iny heart, and by tfO 
means as a point upon which I insisted. 

The loss of both our consuls*, together with 
the incredible scarcity of money in the treasury, 
puts it out of my power to ease you of your 
great and continual expense in your nailitarj 
preparations. We are trying all expedients ift 
order to raise supplies for disehargiog tbos^ 
donatives we promised to the troops that be- 
haved well : and I imagiae that we shall at last 
be obliged to have recourse to a tax *. 

I am persuaded there is no truth in the report 
concerning Attius Dionysius : as Stratorius iiai 
not mentioned a word to me upon that subject. 
With regard to Publius Lucceius ; be well per- 
suaded that his interest is no less my concern 
than it is yours: for, indeed, he is extremely my 
friend. I could not, however, prevail with tht 



* Hirtius and Pansa. 

* " This was a sort of capitation tax, proportioned to 
each man's substance; but had wholly been disused ia 

" R( me from the conquest of Macedonia by Paulus iEmi- 
" lius, which furnishe<i money and rents suflficrcnt tfy easft 
" the city ever after of that burthen, till the necessity of 
" the present times obliged them to renew it." FaL 
Max, iv. 3. Life of Cic. iii. p. 249» 
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managers of the auction to adjourn the ss^le: 
their engagements and their oath oblige tbeoiy 
they assure me, to the contrary. I would by 
all means, therefore, advise him to hasten into 
Italy: and if the summii^ I sent him some 
time since had any weigln, he will be at Rome 
when you read this letter. As to the aflfairs 
you mention, and particularly the money, I find 
you were not apprised of Pansa*s death when 
you wrote your letter, by the hopes you 
express that, through my interest, he would 
comply with your request. And most un- 
doubtedly he would, had he been living; for' 
he held you in great esteem. But as he is dead, 
I do not see that any thing can now be done 
in this matter. 

4 

I approve, in general, of your measures with 
respect to VenuUius, Latinus, and Horatius; 
and particularly, that you have deprived them 
of their lictors. But I am not altogether so 
well pleased, that, in order to render this cir- 
cumstance the less uneasy to them, you have 
taken away these attendants likewise from 
your own lieutenants. Those who deserve the 
highest honours ought not to have been thus 
leveled with a set of men, who certainly merit 
the utmost disgmce : and if they will not de- 
part from your province in obedience to the 



/ 
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decree of the senate, I think you should use 
compulsory methods for that purpose. 

I have nothing farther to add in answer to 
your last letter (of which I received a dupli- 
cate), but that I hope you will be persuaded, 
your credit and reputation are no less sacred 
to me than my own^ Farewel. 

LETTER X. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus. 

Though I always receive your letters with 
the highest satisfaction, yet I am much better 
pleased that you employed your colleague Plan- 
cus to make an excuse to me, than if you had 
interrupted your very important occupations 
by writing yourself. He has executed your 
commission very fully: and nothing can ren- 
der your character more truly amiable to me, 
than the account he gives of your zeal and di-. 
ligence. 

The junction of your forces with those of 
Plancus, and the harmony with which you 

^ This letter closes the correspondence between Cicero 
and Cornificius. The latter, not long afterwards, lost his life 
in bravely defending his province against the troops of Sex- 
tius ; who claimed it in the name of Octavius, by virtue 
of the general division of the Roman dominions that had been 
agreed upon between the triumvirs. Jppian, de B, C. p. 620. 



BOpK XV. OF CICERO. 36l 

act together, as appears by your common let- 
ter to the senate, was exlremely agreeable 
both to that assembly and to the people in 
general. What remains then,* my dear Bru- 
tus, but to conjure you to persevere in the 
same unanimity, and to endeavour, I .will not 
say to excel others, but (what is far worthier 
of your ambition) to rise above yourself. I 
need add no more : especially as I am writing 
to one whose epistolary conciseness I purpose 
to imitate. 

I wait with impatience for your next dis- 
patches ; as I imagine tliey will bring us 
such accounts as are agreeable to our wishes. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XL 

[A. U. 710.] . 
To FURNIUS^ 

When your letter assured me that it was ab- 
solutely necessary either to slight Narbonen- 
sian Gaul^, or to attack the enemy with great 
disadvantage, I was glad to find that the 
former had been chosen : as I much more 
dreaded the consequences of coming to an 
engagement upon unequal terms. What you 

7 See rem. 7- p. 303. of this vol. 

® In which province were the combined armies of Antony 
and Lcpidus. 
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mentioned, likewise, concerning the harmony 
between Plancus and Brutus, afforded me great 
pleasure : for it is a circumstance upoii which 
I found my principal hopes of our success. 

Notwithstanding yoa modestly refer it to 
time to inform me to whom we owe that ge- 
neral zeal which appears in your province^; be 
assured it is a point of which I am already per- 
fectly well apprised. I could not, therefore, 
but read the latter part of your letter, which 
in all other respects was extremely agreeable to 
me, with some concern. You there tell me, that 
if the election for sediles is fixed for the month 
of August, you w ill soon be at Rome ; but if it 
is already over, you will be there much sooner : 
" for wherefore," you ask, " should you weak- 
" ly continue to hazard your life, without the 
"prospect of any recompense?" O! my 
friend, is it possible that you, who judge so 
well concerning the interests of others, should 
be thus a stranger to your own? But, as I 
am sensible of the strong impulse of your 
heart towards true glory, I cannot believe that 
these are its genuine sentiments: at least if 
they be, I must condemn my own judgment as 
well as yours, for being so greatly deceived in 



* Transalpine Gaul : in which province Furnius was lieu- 
tenant to Plancus. 
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your characlJcr. Sfcall the ambition of antici- 
pating a slight and eofnmon honour, (for &o I 
must call the office you have in view, if obtained 
in the manner by which so mana-y others have 
risen to it before you) iod-uce you to withdraw 
from a theatre where you arc acting with sa<A 
universal and well-merited applause ? ShaH it be 
a question with you, whether to offer yourself 
as. a candidate now, or at the next election for 
praetors : and is it none, how you shall deserve 
every illustrious distinction x^hich the common- 
wealth can bestow ? Are you a stranger to the 
exalted reputation you have acquired? Or do 
you consider it as of no value, thus to rise in 
the esteem of your country? If you are igno- 
rant, indeed, of the high credit in which you 
stand with the public, it is an ignorance for 
which we who are your friends are undoubt- 
edly to be blamed. But if you already know it : 
tell me, my Furnius, can any praetorship afford 
you a satisfaction superior to what you feel in 
discharging the duty you owe to your country, 
and in reaping immortal glory? an acquisition 
which, though few, indeed, endeavour to de- 
seire, yet, every man, most certainly, wishes to 
enjoy. Calvisius, who is much your friend, and 
a man of great judgment also, frequently joins 
i/vith me in complaining of you upon this arti- 
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cle. However, since you are so desirous to at- 
tain this office, I shall endeavour that the elec- 
tion may be deferred till the month of Janua- 
ry: as this adjournment will, upon many ac- 
counts, I think, proves for the advantage like- 
wise of the republic. Farewel : and may vic- 
tory attend you ! 

LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 710,] 

To Caius Cassius. 

I imagine you are informed, by the public 
journals, w^hich I know are duly transmitted 
to you, of the infamous conduct of that most 
light and inconstant man, your relation Lepi- 
dus^ We are again, therefore, involved in a 
war, which we flattered ourselves was entirely 
over : and all our hopes are now placed upon 
Decimus* and Plancus ; or, to speak more truly 
indeed, upon Brutus^ and upon you. For it is 
from you two that we expect, not only a pre- 
sent assistance, in case any misfortune (which 
the gods avert !) should attend our arms, but a 
firm and lasting re-establishment ot our hberties. 

1 Lepidus and Cassius were married to the two sislers of 
Marcus Brutus. 

* Brutus. * Marcus. 
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The reports in regard to Dolabella*, are in 
all respects agreeable to our wishes, excepting, 
only that they want confirmation. In the mean 
time be assured, that the opinion and expec- 
tations of the world concerning you, are such 
as evidently shew that they look upon you as 
a truly great man. Let this animate you to 
the noblest achievements : in the full persua- 
sion that there is nothing so considerable which 
your country does not hope to obtain by your 
courage and conduct. Farewel. 

LETTER XIIL 

[A. U. 710.] 

To the same. 

I TAKE example from the conciseness of your 
letters, to shorten mine : though, to say truth, 
nothing occurs at present that can tempt me to 
lengthen them. For as to our transactions, I 
well know you are^cguainted with them by the 
public journals : and we are perfectly ignorant 
of every thing that concerns yours. One would 
imagine, indeed, that all communication were 
cut off between us and Asia : for we have re« 
ceived no intelligence from thence, excepting 
only some uncertain, though indeed repeated, 
rumours in relation to the defeat of Dolabella. 

4 That he was defeated by Cassius. 
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We imagined that the flames of this civil war 
w«re entirely extinguisbed : but, in tbe midst 
of this pleasing persuasion, we were suddenly 
and greatly alarmed by the conduct of your ne- 
kticHi Lepidtis. Be assured, therefore, that the 
hopes of the republic are wholly fixed upon 
you and your army. We have, it is tnse, a 
very powerful body of tixiof>s in this past of the 
world : saevertfaelesSf your presence bene is ex- 
tremely necessary, to give our affairs all the suc- 
cess we wish. I will -not say that we have xio 
hopes of recovering our liberties : but I must 
say our hopes are small. Such as they are, 
however, they are entirely founded upon your 
future consulate^. Farewel. 

LETTER XIV. 

{A, U. 710.] 

Cassius^ Quiestor, to CiC£iio. 

The preservation of the republic, by the vic- 
tory we have lately obtained, gives me inex- 
pressiWe joy : as the honours that have been 

* Cassius and Brutus were praetors the last year : and th« 
laws •entitled a man to sue for the consulate !two years after 
he had served the office of praetor. 

^ It is altogether uncertain whether the author of^thit 
letter was Luciuft Cassius, the brother of Cai us Cassius, or 
another Cassius, distinguished by the addition of ParmeHsi8,f 
from Parma, the place of his nativity. There is nothing, 
in4i«ed, in the history of these two Cassii, or in the letter 
itself, that can render it more reasonable to suppose it to 
have been written 'by the one, rather thaathe other: for 
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paid my friend'^, afford me, likewise, a very sen- 
sible pleasure. I cannpt sufficiently indulge 
my admiration, when I consider you bs thus 
rising above yourself in glory; and that the 
consular^ should shine forth even with more 
kisti*e tlmn the consul Some iincommon pri* 
viiege of fate most certainly attends your pa- 
triot virtues : as we have often, I am sure, ex- 
perienced. How else should your single elo- 
quence be of more avail ihan the arms of all 
our generals? You have a second time, indeed, 
rescued the well-nigh vanquished nepublic from 
the h£inds of our enemies ; and once more iie- 
stored her to us again. From this period, there- 
fore, I date the return (>f our liberties : and I 
shall now be honoured with the pubtic applause 

they were both in the number of the conspirators agamst 
Cassar; and both afterwards acted with Brutus and Oassius 
in Asia. This epistle appears to have been written from the 
island of Cyprus, soon after the news of Antony's defeat at 
the battle of Mutina had reached that part of the 'world. 
Casaubon. ad Suet, Jul. 80. Appian. B, C. p. 671* 

7 This seems to allude to the honours that were paid to 
Cicero by the populace, upon the news that Antony had 
been forced to abandon the siege of Mutina- " The -whole 
" body of the people (to give the relation of this fact in th« 
*' words of Dr. Middleton) assembled about Cicero's house, 
'* and carried him in a kind of triumph to the -CapitoJ : 
** M'here, on their return, they placed him in the rostra, to 
** give them an account of the victory : and then conducted 
'< him home with in^nlte acclamations.^' Fhil. xiv. 5. 
Ufe of Cic, ill 197. 

8 Those who had passed through the office of consul, 
wene styled consnlars. 
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of the most distinguished of patriots. Yes, my 
friend, you will now declare, (what you pro- 
mised to conceal till the recovery of our free- 
dom should render it to my advantage to be 
known,) you will now declare to the whole 
world those instances you received of my tender 
attachment both to you and to the republic, 
during the dark and dangerous season of our 
servitude. I am much less solicitous, however, 
that you should publish my praises, than that 
you should be persuaded I deserve them : and I 
had rather stand approved by your silent judg- 
ment, than, without that internal verdict in my 
favour, to enjoy, by your recommendation, the 
good opinion of the whole world. It is my 
great ambition, indeed, that you should esteem 
my late conduct to have been, not the effect of 
a sudden and irregular impulse, but the natural 
result of the same uniform principles of which 
you have been a witness : in a word, that you 
should think of me, as of one from whom the 
republic has so much to expect, as may well 
justify every honour to which I shall be ad- 
vanced. I am sensible, my dear Cicero, that 
your own family, as they are well worthy of the 
relation they bear to you, deserve your first and 
most tender regard. But those surely have a right 
to the next place in your affection, who endea- 
vour to imitate your patriot virtues: and I 
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shall be glad to find that their number is con- 
siderable. I imagine, however, that it is not so 
great as to exclude me from a share in your 
good offices, and prevent you from procuring 
any public distinctions in my favour which shall 
be agreeaole to your inclination and your judg- 
ment. That I am not unworthy of them, with 
respect to the disposition of my heart, I have 
already, perhaps, sufficiently convinced you : 
and, as to my talents, whatever they may be, 
the general oppression under which our coun- 
try so long laboured, would not suffer them to 
appear in their full advantage. 

I drew together, out of the ports of this Asi- 
atic province and ,of the neighbouring islands, 
all the ships of war I could possibly collect: 
and, considering the great opposition I met 
with from the several cities, I manned them with 
tolerable expedition. With this fleet I pursued 
that of Dolabella, commanded by Lucilius : who, 
after having frequently made a show of coming 
over to me, but still however continuing to 
retreat, sailed at length into the port of Co- 
rycus ^ ; where he blocked himself up. I did 
not think proper to follow him thither; not 
only as judging it most adviseable to join our 
land forces, but as Turulius the quaestor lay 
behind me with a squadron which TuUius Cim- 

^ In Cilicia. 
VOL. III. 2 B 
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ber fitted out the last year from Bithynia. I 
put in, therefore, at Cyprus : from whence I take 
this first opportunity of acquainting you with 
tlie intelligence I have here received. I am to 
inform you then, that the city of Laodicea, (in 
pursuance of the example of our faithless allies 
the Tarsenses^ though indeed with a greater 
degree of folly,) have voluntarily called in Do- 
labella. From those two cities he has composed 
an army (as far as numbers can make an army) 
of Greek soldiers, and is encamped before 
Laodicea; having thrown down part of the walls, 
in order to join his camp with the town. On the 
other hand, Cassius^ is encamped about twenty 
miles distant from him at Paltos. His army con- 
sists of ten legions, and twenty auxiliary co- 
horts, together with four thousand horse. He 
imagines that he shall be able to oblige the ene- 
my to surrender, without hazarding a battle: 
as wheat is so scarce in Dolabella*s camp, that 
it is sold for twelve drachmae. The enemy 
must necessarily, indeed, be destroyed by fa- 
mine, itJthey are not soon supplied by the ships 
that belong to Laodicea. This, however, we 
shall with great ease prevent : for, besides the 
three squadrons under Turulius, Patiscus, and 
myself, Cassius has a considerable fleet in these 
seas commanded by Sextilius Rufus. Let me 

^ The citizens of Tarsus. * Caius Cassius. 
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encourage you, then, to hope, that we shall ^oon 
vindicate our liberties with the same success ^ 
in this part of the world, as has attended your 
army in Italy. Farewcl. 

; Croidyacris, in Cyprus, June tbe 13th. 



LETTER XV. 

[A, U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus. 

I WAS expecting every day to hear from you, 
when our friend Lupus gave me notice that he 
was just setting out to you, and desired to know 
if I had any thing to write. But though I have 
nothing worth communicating, more than what 
you are furnished with by the public journals, 
and that you are no friend, I am told, fco letters 
of mere empty form; yet, I cannot forbear fdl- 
lowing your example, and sending you two or 
three short words. Be assured then^ that all 
^ our hopes rest upon you and your colleague *. 
As to Brutus ^, I am not able to give you any 
certain account of him : I can only say, that, 
in pursuance of your advice, I endeavour to 
persuade him, in all my letters, to come over 
into Italy, and to take ^ part in this general 



3 See rem. 8. p. 316. of this vol. ♦ Plancus. 

Marcus pratus. 

2 b2 
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war^ 1 much wish he were now here ; as his 
presence would render nie less apprehensive of 
the consequences of these intestine commo- 
tions "^ which prevail in Rome ; and which are 
by no means, indeed, inconsiderable. — But I 
forget tliat I proposed to imitate your laconic 
brevity, and am running on in a second page. 
Farewel then, and may success attend your 
arms ® ! 

June 18tl). 

* The conduct of Marcus Brutus, as far as can be judged 
of it at this great distance, appears altogether unaccount- 
able. Before the battle of Mutina, he had drawn down all 
Iiis forpes to the coast, in order to embark for Italy, if any 
accident should make his assistance necessary. But, upon 
the news of Antony's defeat, he retired to the remotest parts 
of Greece and Macedonia, to oppose the attempts of Dola- 
bella : and from that time (as Dr. Middleton observes) seem- 
ed deaf to the call of the senate, and to all Cicero's letters, 
which urged him so strongly to come to their relief. But 
had Brutus and Cassias (as the same ingenious historian 
remarks) marched with their armies towards Italy, at the 
time when Cicero tirst pressed it, before the desertion of 
Plancus and the death of Decimus ; it seems reasonable to 
believe, that the immediate ruin of the republic might have 
l)een prevented. Life of Cic. iii. 247. 

7 The disturbances to which Cicero alludes, were, pro- 
bably, those that were occasioned by the riolent measures 
of Ociavius, in order to obtain the consulate. See rem. 
8. p. 381. of this vol. 

• Decimus Brutus, soon after the date of this letter, was 
most treacherously deserted by Plancus : who drew off his 
troops from those of his colleague, and went over with them 
to the camp of Antony and Lepidus. ** Decimus Brutus 
*' being thus abandoned, and left to shift for himself, with a 
" needy mutinous army, eager to desert, and ready to give 
"'him up to his enemies, had no other way to save himself 
'* than by flying lo lyiarcus Brutus in Macedonia. But the 
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LETTER XVL 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

Your relation and my friend, the worthy Le- 
pidus, together with all his adherents, were, by 
an unanimous decree of the senate, which pass- 
ed on the 30th of June last, declared public 
enemies to their country : but, at the same 
time, a full pardon was offered to such as shall 
return to their allegiance before the first of Sep- 
tember. The senate acts with great spirit ; but 
it is the expectation of being supported by your 
army, that chiefly animates them in their vi- 
gorous measures. I fear, indeed, that we shall 
have occasion for all your assistance; as the 
war is now become extremely formidable by 
the villany of Lepidus. 

The accounts which daily, arrive concerning 
Dolabella are altogether agreeable to our 
wishes : but, at present, they are nothing more 

" distance was so great, and the country so guarded, that 
" he was often forced to change his road, for fear of being 
'' taken ; till, having dismissed ail his attendants, and wan- 
" dered for some time alone in disguise and distress, he com- 
*' roitted himself to the protection of an old acquaintance 
** and host, whom he had formerly obliged : where, either 
through treachery or accident, he was surprised by An- 
tony's soldiers, who immediately killed him, and returned 
*• with his head to their general. VeL Paterc. ii. 64. Jpp, 
« ill. 588. Vol Max. ix* 13." Life of Cic. iii. 242. 
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than mere rumours. However, your letter ad- 
dressed to the senate, dated from the camp on 
the 9th of May, has raised a general persuasion 
in Rome that he is actually defeated. Accord- 
ingly it is imagined that you are now upon 
your march into Italy, with a view^ pa the one 
hand, of succouring us with your troops if any 
of those accidents so common in war should 
have rendered our arms unsuccessful : or, on 
the other hand, of assisting us with your coun- 
sels and authority, in case we should have 
prove4 TiQtorious. You may be assured, in the 
mean while, that no endeavours of mine shall be 
wanting to procure the forces under your com- 
mand all possible honours. However, I must 
wait a proper season for this purpose, when it 
shall be known how far they have availed, or 
are likely to avail, the republic. At present, we 
have only heard of their endeavours in the cause 
of liberty : and glorious, it mu&t be acknow- 
ledged, their endeavours have been. But still 
some positive services are expected; and these 
expectations, 1 dare be confident, either already 
are, or soon will be, perfectly answered. No 
man, indeed, possesses a more patriot or heroic 
spirit than yourself: and it is for this reason 
that we wish to see you in Italy as soon as possi- 
ble. The fact is, if you and Brutus were here, 
we should look upon the republic as restored. 
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If Lepidus had not received Antony, weak 
and defenceless a$ he wa3 when he fled after 
the battle of M utina, we should have obtained 
a complete victory. This infamous step, there- 
fore, has rendered him far more odious in 
Rome even than Antony himself ever was : for 
Antony raised a war, at a time when the repub- 
lie was in the utmost ferment ; vylicreas Lepi- 
dus has kindled the flames in the mi^st pf peace 
and yictory. We have the consul;^ elect^ to 
Jead our armies against him ; but thoygh we 
greatly depend upon their courage aa^ conduct, 
still, however, the uncertain event of war leaves 
us much to fear. Be assured, therefore, that 
our prii^cipal reliance is upon you and Brutus, 
whom we hope soon to se^e in Italy ; and Bru- 
tus, indeed, we expect every day. Should we 
have defeated our enemies, as I hope we shall, 
before your arrival,, the authority, nevertheless, 
of two such m.ustrious citizens will be of infinity 
:Smi^€{ jp raising up tbe republic, and fixing it 
upon ^me tolerable b^isis. AH our busip^ss, in- 
deed, will by no means be over, notwithstand- 
ing we should be delivered from the infamous 
deigns of our enemies: as there are many 
other disorders of a different kind, which it will 
be still necessary to redress. Farewel. 

9 Decimus Brutus and Plancus. 
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LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Ampius*. 

Your family has informed you, I imagine of 
my zealous labours to procure your restoration, 
as I have the pleasure to be assured that they 
are abundantly satisfied with my services. — 
Uncommon, indeed, as the affection is which 
they every one of them bear towards you, yet 
I cannot allow that they are more sincerely de- 
sirous of your welfare than myself. I am sure, 
at least, their power of assisting you in this 
conjuncture is by no means equal to mine. I 
have employed it, and shall continue to em- 
ploy it, for your benefit : and I have already 
gained a very considerable point, which will 
much contribute to facilitate your return. In 
the mean while, preserve a firm and manly spi- 
rit, and be well persuaded that my gockl offices 
shall not be wanting to you upon any occasion. 
Farewel. 

1 In some MSS. the superscription of this letter is to 
Appius, and in others to Ampins Balbus. The time when 
this letter was written is no less uncertain than the person 
to whom it is addressed. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Plancus, Consul elect, to Cicero. 

I CANNOT forbear to express, upon every oc- 
casion, the sentiments I entertain of your re* 
peated favours ; though, at the same time, it is 
m\h some reserve that I indulge myself in this 
satisfaction. The great intimacy, indeed, which 
you allow me to enjoy with you, renders all 
formal acknowledgments of this kind unneces* 
sary ; nor would I make so cheap a return to 
the many important obligations I owe to you, 
as that of mere empty professions. I had much 
rather reserve the proofs of my gratitude to 
some future opportunity of testifying it in per- 
son ; and, if I live, I will convince you, by the 
assiduity of my good offices, and by every in- 
stance of respect and esteem, that you have 
not a friend, nor even a relation, who is so 
warmly attached to you as myself. In the 
mean time I am at a loss to determine, whe- 
ther the daily pleasure I receive, or the lasting 
honour I shall derive from your affectionate 
regard, be greater. 

I find the interest of my troops has been a 
part of your care. It was not with any inten- 
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tion of advancing my ovrn power, that I was 
desirous they should be distinguished by the 
senate, as I am conscious of having no views 
but what regard the welfare of the republic. 
My reasons were, in the first place, because I 
thought they deserved to be rewarded ; and, in 
the ne^t place, because I was desirous they 
might, upon all occasions, be still moreatt^ed 
to the commonwealth. I hoped, likewise, by 
these means so strongly to fortify them agajost 
all solicitations, that I might be answerable for 
their continuing to act with the same ujashaken 
fidelity whiqh they have hitherto preserved. 

I have kept entirely upon the defensive; and, 
though I am well apprised with how much just 
impatience the public wishes for a decisive ac- 
tion, yet I persuade myself that the senate will 
approve my conduct. If any misfortune, in- 
deed, should attend our armies in this part of 
the world, the republic would not very soon be 
in a condition to oppose any sudden incursion 
of these rapacious traitors. As to the state of 
our forces, I imagine you already know that 
those under my command consist of three ve- 
teran legions, together with one new-raised re- 
giment, which last, however, is composed of 
far the best disciplined troops I ever saw of 
this sort. Brutus^ is at the head often legions ; 

* Decinaus. 
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one of which is veteran, another has been upon 
the establishment about two years, and all the 
rest are lately raised. Thus you see, though 
our army is very numerous, it is not extremely 
strong. The republic, indeed, has but too of- 
ten had occasion to be convinced, how little is 
to be expected from raw and unexperienced 
forces. However, if we had been joined eithef 
by the African legions^ which are composed 
wholly of veteran troops, or by CsBsars*, we 
should, without hesitation, have hazarded a 
general engagement. As the troops of the lat^ 
ter were somewhat nearer than the former, I 
frequently pressed Caesar, by letters, to advance; 
and he accordingly promised to join us with 
all expedition. But other views, I perceive, 
have diverted him from these intentions. Ne« 
vertheless, I have dispatched my lieutenant 
Furnius with another letter to him, if happily 
it may any thing avail. You are sensible, my 
dear Cicero, that I take an equal part with 
you in the affection you bear to Octavius.-*^ 
He has a right to my friendship, not only from 

^ These legions composed part of that army with whidi 
Julius Caesar defeated Scipio in Africa ; froai whence they 
had lately been recalled by the senate. But, soon after 
their landing, they were corrupted by the other soldiers ; 
and, deserting the senate, they joined themselves to Octa- 
vius. Life qfCic* iii. 241. 

♦ Octavius. 
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tion o^ >^'^^ ^^* ^^^ uncle^ ; 

desirf .;: ^^/^ ^ '/jis own disposition, 

senp //^*^^^'^^^^^^ f^iil^ ®^®r discover, is rc- 

bu* ^'/. '^ /ir f^^ of great moderation and 

¥ '''^'i/'/^ald ill, indeed, become that 

*' ^^^^'*' ^^^y ^'^^^^^ subsisted between 



l^^f^ and myself, not to look upon 
f^0^ ^tb all the tenderness which is due 
^'^ of my friend, after he has been 
as such by Caesar's will, and that 



*!<^ 



0oB approved by the senate. What I am 
l^g to say, therefore, is more the dictate of 
tpcern than resentment: but it must be ac- 
^owledged, that if Antony still lives, if he 
las been joined by Lepidus, if their armies arc 
by no means contemptible ; in a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts are singly owing 
to Caesar ^ Not to look farther back than to 
his promise of joining me: had he fulfilled the 
assurances he gave me for that purpose, the war 
would by this time either have been totally at 
an end, or driven into Spain ; where the enemy 
could not have carried it on without great dis- 
advantage, as that province is utterly averse 
to them. I am at a loss to conceive, there- 
fore, with what view, or by whose advice. 

* Julius Casar. 

^ See rem. 2. p. 263. of this vol. 
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Caesar was diverted from a measure so greatly 
to his interest and his honour, in order to turn 
his pursuits towards a consulship of a few 
months duration '^ : much to the terror, at the 
same time, of the republic *, and with preten* 
sions, too, exceedingly ridiculous^. The re- 
monstrances of his friends might be extremely 
serviceable upon this occasion, both to himself 
and to the commonwealth. But none of them, 
I am persuaded, would have so much influence 
over him as yours ^^ ; as there is no man who 

7 To the end of the current year ; of which there re- 
mained about five or six months unexpired when Octaviut 
was declared consul. 

^ Octavius advanced towards Rome at the head of seve- 
ral legions, in order to demand the consulate : whicK threw 
the city into the utmost consternation and disorder. Dta, 
p. 319* Appian, p. 585, 6. 

9 Perhaps the absurdity to which Plancus here alluded, 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of twenty, and, 
consequently, who wanted above twenty years of the age 
prescribed by the laws for being qualified to sue for the 
consular office, should entertain so extravagant a thought 
as to aspire to the supreme magistracy. 

10 Plancus chose a very improper man to dissuade Octa- 
viut from pursuing his design upon the consulate, when he 
fixed upon Cicero as the most likely person to prevail with 
him for that purpose. It appears, indeed, that Octavius had 
artfully ensnared Cicero to enter into his views, by persuad« 
ing him that he was desirous of having him for his colleague 
in the consular office, and promising to leave the sole admi* 
nistlration of it to Cicero's superior wisdom and experience. 
The bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to 
be thrown out in vain : and Cicero undertook the management 
of this affair upon the terms proposed. Plutarch, Appian, 
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that intimacy which I enjoyed with his uncle^ ; 
but, in regard also to his own disposition, 
which, as far as I could ever discover, is re- 
gulated by principles of great moderation and 
humanity. It would ill, indeed, become that 
distinguished amity which subsisted between 
Julius Cassar and myself, not to look upon 
Octavius with all the tenderness which is due 
to the son of my friend, after he has been 
adopted as' such by Caesar's will, and that 
adoption approved by the senate. What I am 
going to say, therefore, is more the dictate of 
concern than resentment: but it must be ac- 
knowledged, that if Antony still lives, if he 
has been joined by Lepidus, if their armies arc 
by no means contemptible ; in a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts are singly owing 
to Caesar ^ Not to look farther back than to 
his promise of joining me : had he fulfilled the 
assurances he gave me for that purpose, the war 
would by this time either have been totally at 
an end, or driven into Spain ; where the enemy 
could not have carried it on without great dis- 
advantage, as that province is utterly averse 
to them. I am at a loss to conceive, there- 
fore, with what view, or by whose advice, 

* Julius Caesar. 

^ See rem. 2. p. 263. of this vol. 
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Caesar was diverted from a measure so greatly 
to his interest and his honour, in order to turn 
his pursuits towards a consulship of a few 
months duration '^ : much to the terror, at the 
same time, of the republic ^ and with preten* 
sions, too, exceedingly ridiculous^. The re- 
monstrances of his friends might be extremely 
serviceable upon this occasion, both to himself 
and to the commonwealth. But none of them, 
I am persuaded, would have so much influence 
over him as yours ^^ ; as there is no man who 

7 To the end of the current year ; of which there re- 
mained about five or six months unexpired when Octaviut 
was declared consul. 

^ Octavius advanced towards Rome at the head of seve- 
ral legions, in order to demand the consulate : whicli threw 
the city into the utmost consternation and disorder. Dta, 
p. 319* Appian, p. 585, 6. 

9 Perhaps the absurdity to which Plancus here alluded, 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of twenty^ an^, 
consequently, who wanted above twenty years of the age 
prescribed by the laws for being qualified to sue for the 
consular office, should entertain so extravagant a thought 
as to aspire to the supreme magistracy. 

10 Plancus chose a very improper man to dissuade Octa- 
viut from pursuing his design upon the consulate, when he 
fixed upon Cicero as the most likely person to prevail with 
him for that purpose. It appears, indeed, that Octavius had 
artfully ensnared Cicero to enter into his views, by persuad« 
ing him that he was desirous of having him for his colleague 
in the consular office, and promising to leave the sole admi* 
nistlration of it to Cicero's superior wisdom and experience. 
The bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to 
be thrown out in vain : and Cicero undertook the management 
of this affair upon the terms proposed. Plutarch, Appian, 
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friendship to me, and to be assured that I am 
entirely yours. Farewel ". 

From my camp, July the 28tli. 



' ^i Plancus, soon after the date of this letter, abandoned 
his colleague Decimus Brutus, and went over with his troops 
to Antony and Lepidus. See rem. 8. on letter 15. of this 
book. About four months, likewise, from the time when 
this letter was written, the celebrated coalition was formed 
between, Caesar, Antony, and Lepidus; in consequence of 
which, Cicero, it is well known, was sacrificed to Antony's 
resentment. In the last moments of his life he behaved 
with great composure: and it is the only circumstance in all 
his misfortunes that he bore with a becoming fortitude. He 
had, indeed, so much the less reason to complain of his 
fate, as it is certain that he suffered nothing more' than he 
would have inflicted, had Fortune put Antony into his 
power. Omnium advcrsorum, says Livy, nihil ut tiro dignum 
erat, tulit, prater mortem : qua, vere astimonti, minus indigne 
videri potuit, quod a wictore inimieo nihil crudelius pmswrus 
erat, qudm quod ejusdem fortume compos ipse fecisset. Liv. 
fragm. apud Senec. Suasor. 6. This is the judgment which 
the noblest and most impartial of tht Roman historians has 
passed upon Cicero: and the truth of it is abundantly con- 
firmed by the foregoing letters. 
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tion of advancing my own power, that I was 
desirous they should be distinguished by the 
senate, as I am conscious of having no views 
but what regard the welfare of the republic. 
My reasons were, in the first place, because I 
thought they deserved to be rewarded ; and, in 
the ne^t place, because I was desirous they 
might, upon all occasions, be still more att^ed 
to the commonwealth. I hoped, likewise^ by 
these means so strongly to fortify tbejcQ agajost 
all solicitations, that I might be answerable for 
their continuing to act with the same ujashaken 
fidelity whiqh they have hitherto preserved. 

I have kept entirely upon the defensive; and, 
though I am well apprised with how much just 
impatience the public wishes for a decisive ac- 
tion, yet I persuade myself that the senate will 
approve my conduct. If any misfortune, in- 
deed, should attend our armies in this part of 
the world, the republic would not very soon be 
in a condition to oppose any sudden incursion 
of these rapacious traitors. As to the state of 
our forces, I imagine you already know that 
those under my command consist of three ve- 
teran legions, together with one new-raised re- 
giment, which last, however, is composed of 
far the best disciplined troops I ever saw of 
this sort. Brutus^ is at the head often legions ; 

* Decinaus. 
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one of which is veteran, another has been upon 
the establishment about two years, and all the 
rest are lately raised. Thus you see, though 
our army is very numerous, it is not extremely 
strong. The republic, indeed, has but too of- 
ten had occasion to be convinced^ how little is 
to be expected from raw and unexperienced 
forces. However, if we had been joined dthet 
by the African legions ^ which are composed 
wholly of veteran troops, or by CsBsar's*, we 
should, without hesitation, have hazarded a 
general engagement. As the troops of the lat* 
ter were somewhat nearer than the former, I 
frequently pressed Caesar, by letters, to advance; 
and he accordingly promised to join us with 
all expedition. But other views, I perceive^ 
have diverted him from these intentions. Nc* 
vertheless, I have dispatched my lieutenant 
Furnius with another letter to him, if happily 
it may any thing avail. You are sensible, my 
dear Cicero, that I take an equai part with 
you in the affection you bear to Oetavius.-^^ 
He has a right to my friendship, not only from 

^ These legions composed part of that army with whidi 
Julius Caesar defeated Scipio in Africa ; from whence they 
had lately been recalled by the senate. But, soon after 
their landing, they wiere corrupted by the other soldiers ; 
and, deserting the senate, they joined themselves to Octa- 
vius. Life ofCic. iii. 241. 

* Octavius, 
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^fO .j^fj I enjoyed with his uncle ^ ; 

ugti'^^^ d also to his own disposition, 
^utj i^ ^E- Bs i could ever discover, is rc- 
rtrijicii^ ^ ^fiacip^^ of great moderation and 
guhted J j^ urould ill, indeed, become that 
^^^ isbed amity which subsisted between 
*^» O^ar and myself, not to look upon 
^tgfios with all the tenderness which is due 
the son of my friend, after he has been 
gdopted as' such by Caesar's will, and that 
adoption approved by the senate. What I am 
going to say, therefore, is more the dictate of 
concern than resentment: but it must be ac- 
knowledged, that if Antony still lives, if he 
has been joined by Lepidus, if their armies arc 
by no means contemptible ; in a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts are singly owing 
to Caesar^. Not to look farther back than to 
his promise of joining me : had he fulfilled the 
assurances he gave me for that purpose, the war 
would by this time either have been totally at 
an end, or driven into Spain ; where the enemy 
could not have carried it on without great dis- 
advantage, as that province is utterly averse 
to them. I am at a loss to conceive, there- 
fore, with what view, or by whose advice, 

* Julius Caesar. 

• See rem. 2. p. 263. of this vol. 
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Caesar was diverted from a measure so greatly 
to his interest and his honour, in order to turn 
his pursuits towards a consulship of a few 
months duration '^ : much to the terror, at the 
same time, of the republic *, and with preten- 
sions, too, exceedingly ridiculous^. The re- 
monstrances of his friends might be extremely 
serviceable upon this occasion, both to himself 
and to the commonwealth. But none of them, 
I am persuaded, would have so much influence 
over him as yours ^^ ; as there is no man who 

7 To the end of the current year ; of which there re- 
mained about five or six months unexpired when Octaviut 
was declared consul. 

® Octavius advanced towards Rome at the head of seve- 
ral legions, in order to demand the consulate : whicli threw 
the city into the utmost consternation and disorder. JDta, 
p. 319* Appian. p. 585, 6, 

9 Perhaps the absurdity to which Plancus here alluded, 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of twenty^ an<}, 
consequently, who wanted above twenty years of the age 
prescribed by the laws for being qualified to sue for the 
consular office, should entertain so extravagant a thought 
as to aspire to the supreme magistracy. 

^^ Plancus chose a very improper man to dissuade Octa- 
viut from pursuing his design upon the consulate, when he 
fixed upon Cicero as the most likely person to prevail with 
him for that purpose. It appears, indeed, that Octavius had 
artfully ensnared Cicero to enter into his views, by persuad- 
ing him that he was desirous of having him for his colleague 
in the consular office, and promising to leave the sole admi- 
nistration of it to Cicero's superior wisdom and experience. 
The bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to 
be thrown out in vain : and Cicero undertook the management 
of this afiair upon the terms proposed. Plutarch, Appian, 
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is SO much obliged to you except myself: for 
I shall ever acknowledge that the favours I 
have received from you are great and innume- 
rable. I have given instructions to Furnius to 
solicit Ceesar upon this subject : and if I should 
have that authority with him which I am sure 
I ought, he will hereafter thank me for my ad- 
vice. In the mean time, we have a very diffi- 
cult part to sustain here : as, on the one band^ 
we do not think ourselves altogether strcmg 
enough to hazard an engagement : and, on the 



«Ad Dion Cassius, all concur in giving testimony to the truth 
of this fact: but, as it is a fact which proves that Cicero 
was by no means, at this juncture, acting the part of a pa- 
triot, the polite apologist of his conduct has endeavour^fl to 
discredit the evidence of these historians. To this end, Dr. 
Middleton produces the following passage from the letters to 
Brutus, as an incontestable proof, '' that no man was more 
^' shocked at Octavius's attempt, or took more pains to dis- 
" suade it, than Cicero." Casarem — improbissimis Htteris 
quidam falladhusque nunciis impnlerunt in tpem certissimam 
consulattis. Quod simulatque sfnsi, neque ego ilium abaentem 
litteris monere destiti, nee acctisare prcesentes ejus necessarioSy 
qui ejus cupiditati suffragari videbantur; nee ifi senatu seek- 
ratissimorum consUiorum fontes aperire dubitavi. Epist. ad 
Brut. 10. « Now there seems to be the strongest reason to 
question either the authenticity, or the veracity, of this let- 
ter ; because it is most certain, from one of Cicero's Philip- 
pics, that he actually did favour the earliest possible promo- 
tion of Octavius to the consulate. Quid est emm P, C, (says 
he) cur eum (Octivium) non quam primum amplissiraos ho* 
Dores capere cupiamusf Legibus enim armalibus cumgrandio- 
rem at at em adconsulatum constituebant, adolescent ia temeritth^ 
tern verebantur. C. Casar ineunte ataie docuit ab exceUenti 
cmnuque virtute^ progressum setatis expectari non oportere. 
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other, must take care not to expose the repub- 
lic to greater dangers by declining one. How- 
ever, if Caesar should comply with the dictates 
of his interest and his honour : or if the Afri- 
can legions should speedily join us : you niay 
depend upon having nothing to fear from this 
quarter. — Let me entreat you to continue your 



In hoc spes lU>erUtis poska est; ab hoc (tccepta jamiolMt, 
huic sum mi honores et exquiruntur et paratismt, Phil. v. 17» 
18. Could Cicero, after this, without being guilty of the 
wildest and the weakest inconsistency, *^ admonish Octavius, 
** by letter, against his designs upon the consulship ; re* 
proach those to their face who encouraged him in that 
ambitious view ; and lay open the source of these traito- 
*< rous counsels in the senate;^ (all which the epistle in 
question affirms that he did ;) when he had himself^ in the 
speech and in ^he passage above cited, said every thing that 
his wit and eloquence could suggest in favour of Octavias's 
premature advancement to the consular office? Either the 
letters, then, to Brutus are not genuine; or Cicero, to serve 
a present purpose, pretended that he had acted a part which 
he did not. The former of these suppositions is maintained 
by some very learned and judicious critics: and the lattev 
will by no means be thought improbable, if .there is any 
weight in the several instances of the same kind which have 
been occasionally produced in the course of these remarks. 
But whichever of these alternatives be the fact, it equally 
concludes in support of that historical evidence for which 
I have been contending. In farther confirmation of which, 
it may be observed, that Plutarch cites the authority of Oc- 
tavius himself, for what he affirms concerning the private 
agreement between Octavius and Cicero in regard to the 
consulate. And it is probable he took this piece of secret 
history from those memoirs which Octavius wrote of his own 
life: as it is certain, that both Plutarch and Appian made 
great use of them in compiling their histories. Pint, in tdt, 
Cic. Appian, p. 578, 9« 385. Dio, p. 519- Middlet. on the 
epist, to Brut, p. 134. rem, 8. Tvnstal's obsero. ontheepist. 
to Brut. p. 222, and Suet, in Aug, 85. 



384 THE LETTERS OF CICERO. BOOK XV. 

friendship to me, and to be assured that I am 
entirely yours. Farewel ". 

From my camp, July the 28tli. 



' ^^ Plancus, soon after the date of this letter, abandoned 
his colleague Decimus Brutus, and went over with his troops 
to Antony and Lepidus. See rem. 8. on letter 15. of this 
book. About four months, likewise, from the time when 
this letter was written, the celebrated coalition was formed 
between Caesar, Antony, and Lepidus; inconsequence of 
which, Cicero, it is well known, was sacrificed to Antony's 
resentment. In the last moments of his life he behaved 
with great composure: and it is the only circumstance in all 
his misfortunes that he bore with a becoming fortitude. He 
had, indeed, so much the less reason to complain* of his 
fate, as it is certain that he suffered nothing more' than he 
would have inflicted, had Fortune put Antony into bis 
power. Omnium adversorum, says Li vy, nihil ut viro dignum 
erat, tulit, prater mortem : qua, vere astimanti, minus indigne 
videri potuit, quod a wictore inimieo nihil crudelius pmssurus 
eraty qudm quod efusdem forturut compos ipse fecisset, Liv. 
fragm. apud Senec. Suasor. 6. This is the judgment which 
the noblest and most impartial of th« Roman historians has 
passed upon Cicero: and the truth of it is abundantly con- 
firmed by the foregoing letters. 
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^ihe Roman numerals refer to the volttme, the figmts 
to the pages, and n. to the notest 

ABDERA, a city in Thrace, ii. 453« 

Acastus, W, 80. 

Accensors, their office, i. 446. n. 

Accitis, wrote the tragedy of Oenomaus, ii. 257.. 

Achaia, a part of Greece, ii. 443. 

Aciliusi Cicero's letters to, ii. 164, 167, 170, 175, 11^, IBOi 

187, 189, 190, 195. 
*— conjecture concerning him, ii. 164. n. 
Actium, a city of £pire, ii* 82. 

Addison^ reflection among the tombs of the greats iii. 10. n.- 
Adversity is to friendship, what fire is to gold, iL 254. 
Mdiles, their office to superintend the markets and maga<i> 

zines of corn, i. 250. 
— - of two kinds. Plebeian and Curule, i. 295. n* 
*^ Plebeian, i. 308. 

ASgina, an island between Peloponnesus and Attica^ iiL d» 
ASllius, SextuB, i. 267. 

JEmilius, Pauius, loses two sons in one week, iii. 15. n. 
ASsopus, the actor, account of him, i. 119* n. 
— - died worth nearly 200,000/.^ i. 1 19. n. 
^franius, i. 55. ii. lOS. 
->i- murdered by the soldiers, ii. 267. n. 
J{ffection mutual, characterized, il 9« 
Africa^ sad situation of affairs there, iiL 150. 
AgeaUius would not suffer any picture or statue of blfli to hfi 

taken^ i. 63. 

— account of him^ i. 83. n. 
Agrarian /aw explained, i. 441 ..n. 
Ague, quartan, salutary, ii. 88. n. 
AManda, a city in Asia Minor, i. 344. 

Alexander would permit his picture to be drawn offly hf 
Apelles, his statue by Lysippus, i. 834 

— Tisited the tomb of Achilles, i. 85. au 
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tion of advancing my o\yn power, that I was 
desirous they should be distinguished by the 
senate, as I am conscious of having no views 
but what regard the welfare of the republic. 
My reasons were, in the first place, because I 
thought they deserved to be rewarded ; and, in 
the ne^t place, because I was desirous they 
might, upon all occasions, be still more att^ed 
to the commonwealth. I hoped, likewise, by 
these means so strongly to fortify tbexQ against 
all solicitations, that 1 might be answerable for 
their continuing to act with the same uBshaken 
fidelity whiqb they have hitherto preserved. 

I have kept entirely upon the defensive; and, 
though I am well apprised with how much just 
impatience the public wishes for a decisive ac- 
tion, yet I persuade myself that the senate will 
approve my conduct. If any misfortune, in- 
deed, should attend our armies in this part of 
the world, the republic would not very soon be 
in a condition to oppose any sudden incursion 
of these rapacious traitors. As to the state of 
our forces, I imagine you already know that 
those under my command consist of three ve- 
teran legions, together with one new-raised re- 
giment, which last, however, is composed of 
far the best disciplined troops I ever saw of 
this sort. Brutus^ is at the head often legions ; 

* Deciraus. 
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one of which is veteran, another has been upon 
the establishment about two years, and all the 
rest are lately raised. Thus you see, though 
our army is very numerous, it is not extremely 
strong. The republic, indeed, has but too of- 
ten had occasion to be convinced, how little is 
to be expected from raw and unexperienced 
forces. However, if we had been joined dthet 
by the African legions ^ which are composed 
wholly of veteran troops, or by CsBsar's*, we 
should, without hesitation, have hazarded a 
general engagement. As the troops of the lat*' 
ter were somewhat nearer than the former, I 
frequently pressed Caesar, by letters, to advance; 
and he accordingly promised to join us with 
all expedition. But other views, I perceive, 
have diverted him from these intentions. Ne* 
vertheless, I have dispatched my lieutensmt 
Furnius with another letter to him, if happily 
it may any thing avail. You are sensible, my 
dear Cicero, that I take an equai part with 
you in the affection you bear to Octavius.-**^ 
He has a right to my friendship, not osdy from 

^ These legions composed part of that army with ^hidi 
Julius Caesar defeated Scipio in Africa ; from whence they 
had lately been recalled by the senate. But, soon after 
their landing, they were corrupted by the other soldiers ; 
and, deserting the senate, they joined themselves to Octa- 
vius. Life ofCic* iii. 241. 

* Octavius, 
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ti ^'^^ yed w'itb his uncle* ; 

' .^^' ^^ ^rh^^ ,/ A/s own disposition. 

f^ ' f^^ Tcoald ever discover, is rc- 
^!' g$ >*f ^^. les of great moderation and 
\geJ ^f ^^ ffoald ill; indeed, become that 
Lof^y^ am'ty which subsisted between 
di^^^fgfSBT and myself, not to look upon 
/tf*"^ * ffith all the tenderness which is due 
^^ 50fl of my friend, after he has been 
^jnoted as such by Caesar's will, and that 
.^tion approved by the senate. What I am 
gQ)ng to say, therefore, is more the dictate of 
^iicern than resentment: but it must be ac- 
j^owledged, that if Antony still lives, if he 
has been joined by Lepidui^, if their armies are 
by no means contemptible ; in a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts are singly owing 
to Caesar ^ Not to look farther back than to 
his promise of joining me : had he fulfilled the 
assurances he gave me for that purpose, the war 
would by this time either have been totally at 
an end, or driven into Spain ; where the enemy 
could not have carried it on without great dis- 
advantage, as that province is utterly averse 
to them. I am at a loss to conceive, there- 
fore, with what view, or by whose advice, 

* Julius Caesar. 

• See rem. 2. p. 263. of this vol. 
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Caesar was diverted from a measure so greatly 
to his interest and his honour, in order to turn 
his pursuits towards a consulship of a few 
months duration '^ : much to the terror, at the 
same time, of the republic *, and with preten- 
sions, too, exceedingly ridiculous ^. The re- 
monstrances of bis friends might be extremely 
serviceable upon this occasion, both to himself 
and to the commonwealth. But none of them, 
I am persuaded, would have so much influence 
over him as yours ^^ ; as there is no man who 

7 To the end of the current year ; of which there re- 
mained about five or six months unexpired when Octaviut 
was declared consul. 

® Octavius advanced towards Rome at the head of seve* 
ral legions, in order to demand the consulate : whicb threw 
the city into the utmost consternation and disorder. JDta, 
p. 319* Appian. p. 585, 6. 

^ Perhaps the absurdity to which Plancus here alluded, 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of twenty^ and» 
consequently, who wanted above twenty years of the age 
prescribed by the laws for being qualified to sue for the 
consular office, should entertain so extravagant a thought 
as to aspire to the supreme magistracy. 

1^ Plancus chose a very improper man to dissuade Octa- 
vius from pursuing his design upon the consulate, when he 
fixed upon Cicero as the most likely person to prevail with 
him for that purpose. It appears, indeed, that Octavius had 
artfully ensnared Cicero to enter into his views, by persuad- 
ing him that he was desirous of having him for his colleague 
in the consular office, and promising to leave the sole admi- 
nistration of it to Cicero's superior wisdom and experience. 
The bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to 
be thrown out in vain : and Cicero undertook the management 
of this afiair upon the terms proposed. Plutarch, Appian, 
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that intimacy which I enjoyed with his uncie^ ; 
but, in regard also to his own disposition, 
which, as far as I could ever discover, is re- 
gulated by principles of great moderation and 
humanity. It would ill, indeed, become that 
distinguished amity which subsisted between 
Julius Csesar and myself, not to look upon 
Octavius with all the tenderness which is due 
to the son of my friend, after he has . been 
adopted as' such by Caesar's will, and that 
adoption approved by the senate. What I am 
going to say, therefore, is more the dictate of 
Concern than resentment: but it must be ac- 
knowledged, that if Antony still lives, if he 
has been joined by Lepidus, if their armies arc 
by no means contemptible ; in a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts are singly owing 
to Caesar ^ Not to look farther back than to 
his promise of joining me : had he fulfilled the 
assurances he gave me for that purpose, the war 
would by this time either have been totally at 
an end, or driven into Spain ; where the enemy 
could not have carried it on without great dis- 
advantage, as that province is utterly averse 
to them. I am at a loss to conceive, there- 
fore, with what view, or by whose advice, 

* Julius Caesar. 

• See rem. 2. p. 263. of this vol. 
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Caesar was diverted from a measure so greatly 
to bis interest and his honour, in order to turn 
his pursuits towards a consulship of a few 
months duration '^ : much to the terror, at the 
same time, of the republic ^ and with preten- 
sions, too, exceedingly ridiculous^. The re- 
monstrances of bis friends might be extremely 
serviceable upon this occasion, both to himself 
and to the commonwealth. But none of them, 
I am persuaded, would have so much infloence 
over him as yours ^^ ; as there is no man who 

7 To the end of the current year ; of which there re- 
mained about five or six months unexpired when Octaviut 
was declared consul. 

^ Octavius advanced towards Rome at the head of seve- 
ral legions, in order to demand the consulate : whicli threw 
the city into the utmost consternation and disorder. JDta, 
p. 319. Appian. p. 585, 6. 

9 Perhaps the absurdity to which Plancus here alluded, 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of twenty, and, 
consequently, who wanted above twenty years of the age 
prescribed by the laws for being qualified to sue for the 
consular office, should entertain so extravagant a thought 
as to aspire to the supreme magistracy. 

^^ Plancus chose a v«ry improper man to dissuade Octa- 
viut from pursuing his design upon the consulat(>, when he 
fixed upon Cicero as the most likely person to prevail with 
him for that purpose. It appears, indeed, that Octavius had 
artfully ensnared Cicero to enter into his views, by persuad- 
ing him that he was desirous of having him for his colleague 
in the consular office, and promising to leave the sole admi* 
nistration of it to Cicero's superior wisdom and experience. 
The bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to 
be thrown out in vain: and Cicero undertook the management 
of this affair upon the terms proposed. Plutarch, Appian, 
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Cksar recalled from Gaul^ i. 35d. 

— debate on his goTernment in Gaul, ii. 34. n. 

-— to be admitted a candidate for the consulate, iL 4iw 
->- his opposition to Pompey, ii. 66. ^ 

— » sends, a menacing letter to the senate, ii. 89. 
•— letter received with indignation, ii. 89. n. 

— takes possession of Ariminum and other towns, iL 105. 

— otifers conditions to Roine, ii. 106. 

— affected to be thought a descendant of Venus, ii. 114. ». 
-— his generosity to Domitius Enobarbus, ii. 115. n. 

-^ incensed against the senate and tribunes^ leaves Romej »• 

124.. 
— - takes money • out of the temple of Saturn, and pro* 

qeeds against the lieutenants of Pompey in Spain, ii. 

1 24. n. 
-^ distributes preferment without regard to rank or mtrity 

ii. 1.^5. n. 
•— - gets a victory of Pompey at Pharsalia, ii. 200. 

— defeats Scipio in Africa, ii. 237. n. 

•— returns victorious from Africa, ii. 248. n. 

— less inclined than afraid to have recourse to armi^ ii. 250. 
— - made a collection of apophthegms, ii. 236. 

— intends to establish a republican government, if. 2901 

— his generosity to Cicero, ii. 295. 

-— his moderation and generosity, ii. 305. 

— admits some of the Gauls into the privileges of RoffiMi 

citizens, ii. 318. n. 

— takes the name of superintendent of manners, ii. 322. 

— makes ai law to regulate expenses, ii. 323. n. 

«— his greatness of mind in pardoning Marcellus, ii. S30* 

— the reason why Csscina became the object of his wnth, 

ii. 374. 

— never speaks of Pompey but in terms of ibe kigbest 

honour, ii. 393. 
mm, obtains a complete victory over young Pompey, ii, 
438. n. 

— his method of rewarding his partisans, iL 446. n. 

— conspirators obliged to leave Rome, iii. 82. n. 

— appointed Dolabella to succeed him in the consulship, 

iii. 92. 

— at the time of his death purposed games in honour of Ve* 

nus, iii.. 110. n. 

— act of oblivion passes the senate after his death, iii. 

122. n. 
r^ Rome more a slave to the plans of Csesar, after hit death, 
than to himself when living, iii. 125. 
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Casar, Brutas, and Cassias reproached by Antonyi iii. 132» 
^- a statue erected to his memory^ iii. 148. 

— his party intent to revenge his death, iii. 149. 

-^ his murderers represented by Antony as traitors, iii. 149, 

— his murder styled hyC\ceroi[\e noblest enterprise, iii. 15S, 

— many boasted of being concerned in the conspiracy who 

were not, iii. 318. 

— Lucius pardoned by him, and afterwards privately assas** 

sinated by his order, ii. 245. n. 
Casena, an obscure town in Italy^ iii. 170. 
Gtsius, Publius, Cicero's letter to, i. 476. 
Caldus, Ccelius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 18. 

— his character, ii. 18. n. 

— Cicero leaves the administration of Cilicia in hts hands, 

ii. 58. 
Calimtm, a city of Campania, ii. 459. 
Calidius, one of the most agreeable orators of the age, i. 

304. n. 
»— lost his election, i. 304. 
Calisthenes, i. 77. n. 
OahK, now Gibraltar, iii. 348. 
Celvus contested the palm of eloquence with Cicero, ii. 

185. n. 
(kmlhs, ii. 72. 
Campama, considerations respecting the lands referred to a 

full house, i. 165. 
-— case of the lands, i. 165. n. 

•— Curio attempts to procure a division of the lands, i^ S92. 
Canidius, i. 3 1 9- 

Caninius, i. 61, 67, 95, 125, 291. 
Capena, a city in Italy, ii. 274. 
Cappadocia, account of the kingdom of, i. 330. n. 

— not furnished with any place of strength, i. 352. 
(kssius, i. 109, 388, 390. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 450. ii. 171, 450, 452. ilL 121, 

142, 148, 192, 199, 219, 364, 365, 373. 

— his speech on having saved the life of Cassar^ when in 

danger of drowning, i. 1 52. n. 

— account of him, i. 450. n. 

— deserted with his whole fleet from Poropey to Qwnatf i* 

171. n. 

— letters to Cicero, ii. 455. iii. 366. 

— D. Brutus' letter to him, iii. 82. 

— and M. Brutus' letter to Antony, iii. ISl. 
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Cassius pursues the fleet of Dolabella, commanded by Loei* 
lius, iii. 369. 

— his army, iii. 370. 

Cs/i/sn^, those concerned in his conspiracy put to death 

N without any process, i. 13. n. 
— - supported by persons of desperate fortunes, i. 23. n. 

— recommended to Lucius Lucceius to write a history of 

that conspiracy, i. 80. 
— - capital punishments inflicted on all concerned in it^ u 

173. jQ. 
Catilius turns pirate, iii. 69. 
Catina, a maritime town in Sicily, ii. 164. < 
Cato^ Caius, opposed the restoration of Pompey, i. 5', a. 

52. n. 72. 

— proposes the recall of Lentulus, i. 69. n. 

Cato, Marcus, instructs bis sou in swimming, i. 151. n. 

— speech, i. 186. n. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 342, 41 1. ii. 50. 

— his character, i. 41 1. n.' 

— prolonged the life of liberty, i. 413. n. 

— settled a correspondence through the whole of the pro* 

▼inces, i. 426. n. 

— enters into friendship with Deiotarus, i. 428. n. 

— acts upon the principles of disinterested patriotism, i* 

428. 

— letter to Cicero, i. 430. 

— his manners by no means rough or unpolished, i. 431. n. 

— supports a thanksgiving to Bibulus, ii. 50. n. 

— opposes a thanksgiving to Cicero, ii. 50. n. 

— Cicero's thoughts on his death, ii. t61, n* 

— Seneca's eulogy on, ii. 268. n. 

*^ anecdote of his steadfast behaviour at four years of age, 

m. 2. n. 
*-t thoughts on his own approaching dissolution, occasioned 

by the death of his son, iii. 15. n. 

— his character, a fashionable declamation for both parties 

at Rome, iii. 50. n. 
Catullus, Q. L., makes the welfare of his country the object 

of his labours, ii. 320. n. 
Cauniam refuse to pay interest for money after having 

lodged it in the treasury, i. 346. n. 
CaunuSy a city in Caria, i. 345. 
Censor, that ofBce explained, ii. 4. n. 

— every five years number the people, iii. 9Q<.n. 
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Cerelhi, account of her, ii. 367. n. 

Charioti of the old Britons^ i. 140, 

Chrysippus the philosopher, account of, i. 247. ii. 241. d. 

Cibyra, a city in Phrygia Major, i. 310. n. 

Cicero, Quintus, letters to M. T. Cicero, ii, 466. 

— ' in order to obtain the recall of his brother, engaged to 

an unlimited resignation to the measures of Pompey^ 

i. 167. 
«- letter to Tiro, ii. 110, 118. iii. 169. 

— his character, ii. 1 10. n. 

[ There being so many references to the name of Cicero, it 
appears easier to divide the volumes, than to repeat the 
volume to ^ach article."] 

VOL. L 

Cicero, M. T. letter to Pompey, 1 . 

— complains of a want of return of friendship in Fompeyj 

and his not congratulating him on his services, 3. 

— cause of Pompey s coolness towards him, 6. n. 

— letter to Quintus Metellus Celer, 7. 

— - resolves to receive no honours at the end of his consular 
office, 9. n. 

— swore that he had preserved Rome and the republic from" 

destruction, 12. n. 

— his go6d offices to Pompey, 12-. 

— letter to Caius Antonius, 17. 

'^ I am informed, the reason for his using that expression, 

18. n. 
-*- letter to Publius Sestfus, 20. 

— purchases Crassus's house, 2U ' •• 

— in distress for money, 23. 

— sincerity not the virtue of, 22. n. 

— letters to Tcrentia, 25, 30, 34, 40. 

-— his dejection during banishment, 25, %(X 
•— a philosopher only in speculation, 25. n. 

— passes through Brundisium in his way to Greece, 20. n* 
•— a law passed that no person should harbour him, 27, a, 
•— his daughter Tullia married to Piso, 28. n. 

j»— promises freeddtn to his slaves conditionally, 28. 

•— a temple erected to Liberty where his house stood, 32. n. 

•*— solicited to join Csesar and Crassus, 35. n. 

<^— his design of taking up arms against his country, exa* 

mined, 35. n. 
— - dessrted by Pompey, 36. n. 
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Cicero, Caesar offered to tdke him into (hxA fs hk litftte^ 

. nant, 40. n. 
«^ letter to daintus MetelliM Nepos, 4^. 
*>«• the treachery of Clodius to him, 45i n. 

— recalled from baniabment^ 47. n. 

^ letters to Pablias LeniMluB» 50, 6 i, 65, 60, §9* 72, T4^ 
92,111,117.- 

— the part he took in placing Ptolemy in his kingdon, 5S* 
<«-^ letter to Quintus Valerius Orca, 57. 

— recqmmends his African friends^ 57» 

— his friendship to Lentulus, 69. 

"^ compares the fate of Lentulus with his own, t4» 

«>^ letter to Lacius Lucceius,75. 

-— served as a volunteer under the father of Pompey, 77. n. 

— wishes to have his life portraited by Lucceius in an his** 

tory of Catiline^s conspiracy, 80. 
•'— purposes to be his own historian if Lucceius refuses it, SO* 

— his vanity, 88. n. 

-^ letter to him from Quintus M etellus Nepos, 89* 
"^ letter to Quintus Ancharius, 91. 

— his and Pompey's advice to Lentulus, 96* 
•^ his duplicity in the affair of Ptolemy, 96, n; 

— - sometimes represents his approbation and condemnatioii 
of the same actions, 96. n. 103. n. 

— exhorts Lentulus to a well-regulated ambition, 102. 

— - makes immoderate and fatal concessions to the ambition 

of Caesar, 103. n. 
< — letter to Fabius Gal ins, 105. ii. 306. iii. 48, 54. 
-—statues purchased for him, 106. 

— prefers paintings to statues, 109. 

•->- motives of his attachment to Pompey, 112. 
— motives of his ambition, 112. 

— letter to Marcus Marius, 116, 262. ii. 197, 280. 

— on public shows, 116. 

— advantages he derived from iEsopus, 1 19. n. 

^*- dissatisfied in his situation of public advocate, 125. 

— wholly under the influence of Pompey and Csesar, 125. iu 
•^ letter to Quintus Philippus, 127, 210. 

-^ letter to Marcos Licinius Crassus, 128. 
— » supposed insincerity of his professed friendship for Cras* 
sus, 128. n. 

— letters to Julius Caesar, i, 134. ii. 462, 464. 

— letters to Trebatius, 138, 140, 142, 144, 147, 149,154, 

221, 229, 232, 235, 239, 247, 261, 266. liL 126, 129. 
n-> letter to Munatius, 148. 
^ reconciled to Cssar and AppiuSt 159« 
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Cicero, defence of his appearing advocate for Vatinius, 160. 
^^* traces the motives for his conduct, 160. 
•«— the Atrium LibertaHs erected as a monument for his ser* 
vices, 161. n;. 

— the inscription ordered to be restored, 161. n 

— his houses pillaged and burnt by order of Clodius, 162. n. 

— adheres firmly to his political principles, 163. 

-^ the engagements on which Pompey favoured his recall, 
167. n. 

— had no esteem for Pompey, 171. 

— - his motives for uniting with Csesar, 17'i. 

-— in compliance to the law made against him by Clodius, 

he appears in mourning, and is joined by 20,000 

knights, 175. n. 
-^ deserted by some pf his. friends, 175* 

— his recall opposed, 178. n. 

— his name defaced from his monun^nt, and the name of 

Clodius inserted, 179. 

— inferior to Metellus in his behaviour during banishment, 

182. B. 
-^ readied firom banishment by Lentalus, 1 83. 

— cause of his having promoted the honours of Caesar, 

184. 

— blamed for having joined Podapey and Caesar, 18d.lL 
-^ defends Cato, 189. 

— provoked to engage in the defence of Vatinius, 190. 

— hlaoied for defending Aulus Gabinius, 191. n. 
•— at variance with Crassus, 192« 

— reconciled to Crassus, 1§3. 

— his support of Caesar and Pompey indefensible, 195. n. 
— • principles on which he acted, 197. 

— his character as a patriot deprecated, 197. n. 362. n. 
— - sends three dialogues on oratory to Lentulus, 199. 

*— delivers a poem on his banishment, sealed up, to his son, 
200. n. 

— letters to Lncius Culleolus, 206, 207. 

— letters to Curius, 208. ii. 361. iii. 73, 79. 
*- letter to Basilius, 209. 

— letter to Lucceius Valerius, the lawyer, 212. 
— - mistakes the meaning of Homer, 21 4. n. 

— letters to Caius Curio, 217, 231; 236, 242, 245, 252, 

395. 

— letters to Appius Pulcher, 225, 268, 270, 278, 300> 335, 

37 1> 444» 457, ii. 1, 23, 46, 54. 
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Cicero, letters to Caius Memmius, 228, 244, 28t. 

— letters to Cornificius, 234. iii. 61, 64, 80, 150, 153, 159, 

160, 166, 179, 230, 238, 241, 280, 356. 

— sends a letter in Greek to Caesar, 239. 

— letter to Publius Sextius, 248. 

— • his declaration of friendship for Sextius, 249. 

— supported Milo in his election for the consulate, because 

his own dignities depended on it, 254. 

— letter to Titus Fadius, 258. 

— letter to Titus Titius, 260. ii. 158. 

— r obtains the banishment of Bursa, 263. 
'— • conceives a stronger aversion to Bursa than he ever had 
against Clodius, 264. 

— letters from CobHus to him, 272, 292, 297, 304, 311, 

314, 353, 388, 437, 442. ii. 30, 43, 61, 65, 112, 123, 
145. 

— his political treatises universally read, 277. 

— intimately united with Patro, 284. 

— his real sentiments of Patro, 286. 

— letters to Marcus Coelius, 289, 367, 385. ii. 18, 57, 127. 

— often changes his opinion, or at least his language, re- 

specting Pompey,. 290. n. 

— his administration of Cilicia commended, 292. n. 328. 
-— shares> with his servant Philotimus, in the profit made 

by the purchase of his friend Milo's estates, at an 
under value, 299. n. 

— letters to Marcus Marcellus, 320. ii. 298, 314. iii. 26. 

— letters to Caius Marcellus, 322, 432. ii. 53. ' 

— letter to Caius Marcellus the elder, 323. 

— letter to Lucius Paulus, 324, 434. 

— letters to the consuls, the praetors, the tribunes of the 

people, and the senate, 327, 348. 

— takes Ariobarzanes under his protection, 330. 

— letters toTherraus, 335,^344, 399. 

••— displeased with the conduct of Appius, 337. 
«<- his edict for the government of Cilicia very di&rent 
from that of Appius, 339. 

— letters to Marcus Cato, 342, 41 1. ii. 50. 
cannot rely on the provincial militia, 35 U 

•— voluntary advocate for Tuccius, 355. 

— letters to Publius Silius, 306, 383, 393, 408, 475. 

— congratulates Coelius on his sedileship, 367. 
- defence 6f himself against Appius, 57 1. 

— restrains the public expenses in Cilicia, 375. 
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Cicerd*s declaration of friendship for Appius, 378. 
^— lowers the interest of money in Cilicia^ 380. n. 

— entitled to a triumph, 385. 

^^ gains a victory over the Parthians, 386. 

— - his yanity,^<*386. 

— - saluted with the title of Imperaiar, 387. 

— his esteem and affection for Nero, 393. 

— letter to Volumnius> 401. ii. 263. 

— wishes to retain his character of a wit, 402. 
-» letter to Crassipes, 406. 

— - his own account of his government of Cilicia, 413. 

— his progress against the Parthians, 414. 

— takes Pindinessura, 421. 

•— preserved the commonwealth without drawing a sword, 
422. 

— refused the government of Macedonia, 424. 

•— represents himself as a stranger to vain-glory, and desire 
of vulgar admiration, yet ambitious of^ military ho- 
nours, 424, 425. 

*— calls philosophy for his advocate, 429. 

— Marcus Cato's letter to him, 430. 

— accused by Appius Pulcher of neglect to him, 446. 

— prefers merit to distinction of birth, 447. 

— looks on Pompey as the greatest man the world ever 

produced, 448. 

— letters to Caius Cassius, 450. ii. 443, 450. iii. 121, 142, 

148, 192, 199, 219, 364, 365. 

— letters to C. Titius Rufus, 474. ii. 91, 138. 

— was a native of Arpinum in Italy, 474. ii. 144. n. 

— letter to Publius Caesius, 476. 

-7 letter to the magistrates of Fregellae, 476. 

VOL. U. 

— • promises to support the honour of Appius Pulcher, 2. 
-~ insincerity of his professions, 6. n. 
-— his obligations to Pompey, 12. 

— not under the obligations to Pompey which he pretended, 

12. n. 

— observations on his defence of Milo, 1 3. n. 

— letters to Papirius Paetus, 15, 191, 253, 265, 271, 273, 

276, 280, 317, 351. iii. 201. 
r- wore out Xenophon's Life of Cyrus with reading it, 16. 

— his friendship with Marcus Fabius, 16. 
VOL. in. 2 p 
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Cicero, letter to Coelius Caldus, 1 8. 

— his expressions of joy on the acquittal of Appius Put-* 

cher, 24. 

— his character of Appius Pulcher in a former letter t(f 

Atticus, 25. n. 

— formed different opinions of Pompey 2li &i&istetit tiknes, 

27. n. 

— friendship for Appiuft Pulcher, 2^. 

— difficulty in procaring a thanksgiving, 50, 32. 

— courted both by Poropey and Cecsar, 33, n. 

— letter to Caninius Sailustiusv 37. 

— studied oratory at Rhodes urtder Mo1o> 37. n. 

— anxious to leave his province at the expitation^ of thtf 

year, 57. 
•«— intends to deposit a copy of his quaestor's accounts at 
Apamea, 39. 

— advises the Parthian plunder to ht laid out in bdlalf of 

the public, 39. 

— not on good terms with Bibulus, 40. 

— congratulated on his alliance with Dolabella, 43. 

— received the account of the death of Hortensiofi with 

real concern, 45. n; 

— his thoughts oh the marriage of Dolabella with Tullia, 

48. 

— does not forgive Cato for refusing hira a thanksgiving, 

51i. n. 

— acknowledges himself obliged to Cato, 52. 

—• acknowledges his obligations to Appius Pulcher, 54. 

— his disquietude on the dark prospect of public afiairi?, 

5S. 

— leaves the administration of Cilicia to Caldns, 58. 

— letters to Terentia and Tullia, 70, 100, 102. 

— arrives at Athens, 70. 

— laments the death of Precius, who left him a legacy, 

71. 

— letters to Tiro, 72, 75, 76, 77, 79, 81, 83, 87, 105, 

115, 116, 117. iii. 1, 27, 31, 34, 38, 86, 90, 
154. 

— his temper more than commonly warm, 73. n. 

— in hopes of obtaining a triumph, 73. n. 

— detained at Corcyra by contrary' winds, 82. 

•— account of his voyage on his return firom his govern- 
ment, 83. 

— met by Terentia at Bnindisium, 84. 

— resolves not to engage in party measures, 85. 
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Cjc«'0 arrives in the suburbs of Rome, 88, 

— finds Rome in ciTil war, 88. 

— takes Capua in Italy under his protection, 90. n. 

' — on the public expenses of his government in Cilicia, 9 1 . 
— • pays a necessary obedience to the Julian law, 93. 

— his honorary list, 97. 

— the money he left in the hands of the farmers of the 

revenues at Ephesus seized for Pompey, 99. 

— his wife and daughter leave Rome, 102. n. 

— with all the friends of the republic, abandon Rome, 105. 

— follows Pompey into Greece, but would not aecept a 

command in Porapey's army, 108. n. 

— letters to Servius Sulpicius, 119, 136, 283, 410, 414, 

416, 418, 419, 420, 421, 422, 424, 425, 427, 429. iii. 
13. 

— will not take his seat in the senate without full liberty of 

speaking his sentiments, 122. 

— had formed a resolution of following Pompey into 

Greece, 123. n. 

— averse to Pompey^s deserting Rome, 130. 

— refluftafies his intention of following Pompey into Greece, 

131. n. ! . . 

— professes that his aim was to preserve the peace of his 

country, 131. ^ 

— determines to wait the event of Caesar's expedition in' 

Spain, 134. n. 

— resolves to retire from Rome, 137. 

— letters to Terentia, 141, 151, 152, 154, 156, 157, 162, 

165, 166, 168, 169, 176, 177, 179. 

— attributes his cure to Apollo and iBsculapius, 141. 

— joins Pompey in Greece, f41. n. 

— his political character stated, 1 42. n. 

— Dolabella's letter to Cicero, 148. 

•— Dolabella endeavours to persuade Cicero to quit Pom- 
pey*8 party, 148. ' 

— conjecture respecting some money which he wishes to 

hare paid, 152. n. 

— quits Pompey^s party, 154. n. " 

— Pompey exasperated Against him, 154. 

— scarcely ever executed an, important resolution without 

repenting immediately, 154. 

— his severe anxiety, 156. 

— consoles Titius on the loss' of his 8on> 158. 

— thoughts on a future state, 1 60. 

2 D 2 
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Cicero, letters to Acilius, l64, 16^, 170, 175, 178, 180, 
189, 190, 195. 

— reproaches himself with negligence respecting his daugh* 

terTulIia, 106. 
-— letters to Cassius, l7l. 

— reasons why he declined a perseverance in the civil war, 

171. 
— - had an interview with Csesar in Italy, 179. n. 

— letters to Trebonius, 18U 324. 

— acknowledges favours received from Trebonius, 182. 
-«^ the palm of eloquence contested by Calvus, 185. 
-^ let^r to Sextilius Rufus, 188. 

•— repents that he joined Pompey, 198. 

— advised Pompey to propose terms of accommodation to 

Csesar, 199. 

— lays down his arms and returns to Italy, 201. 

— motives and defence of his conduct, 204. 

— letter to Cneius Piancius, 206. 

— laments the present and impending calamities, 207. 

— his wife Terentia divorced, 208. n. 

— letters to Toranius, 210, 215. 

— letters to Marcus Terentius Varro, 213, 234, 236, 240, 

243, 244, 248. iii. 35. 

— letter to Domitius, 217. 

-^ advice to Domitius against suicide, 218. 

— letters to Lucius Plancus, 221. iii. 134, 147, 184, 190, 

214, 228, 258, 260, 284, 311, 331, 354. 

— his friendship for Plancus, 222. 

— declares that he joined Pompey contrary to his own in- 

clination, in compliance with the solicitation and au- 
thority of others, 225. 

— blamed for not standing neuter in the war between Pom- 

pey and Caesar, 226. n. 

— letters to AUienus, 227, 233. 

— letter to Lucius Mescinius, 228. 

— censures Pompey for his conduct towards him, 229. 

— obliged to associate with the Caesarean party, 229. 

— declares that he never sacrificed the public good to his 

own private views, 229. 

— rejected the doctrine of the immortality of the soul in. 

his private opinion, 232. n. 

— held difierent opinions of the same thing, at different 

times, 232. n. 
— - motives for not quitting Rome, 238. 
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Cicero, letters to Apuleius, 242, 247. 

— his reasons for keeping Varro within his reach> 245. n. 

— inclined to join the strongest party, 250. 

-— thinks it best not to disgust Ciesar or his favourites, 255. 

— institutes a kind of academy for eloquence at hin own 

house, 260. n. 26G, 269. 

— inlends a visit to Papirius Paetus, 261. 

— resolves to retire into the secret shades of philosophy, 

265. 
— - his thoughts on Cato's death, 267. 

— becomes an absolute epicurean, 277. * 
— ' general sketch of his manner of life, 279, 352. 

— laments the desolation of the commonwealth, 284.^ 

-* consecrates all his time and attention to philosophy, 
287. 

— letters to Servilius Isauricus, 289, 309, 360, 367, 374, 

384, 396. 

— letter to Nigidius Figulus, 29 1 . 

— finds himself divested of all his credit, authority, and 

honours, and thinks it a crime to continue to live, 
\293. 

•*- wishes to insinuate himself into the friendship of Cae- 
sar, and pretends that modesty keeps him from inti- 
macy, 296. 

'- disapproved of the manner in which the civil war was 
carried on, 299. 

— could plead the merit of having yielded qfier he was 

conquered, 303. 

— letters to Trebianus, 304, 310. 

— letter to Quintus Gallius, 313. 

~ letters to Dolabella, 324, 400, 447, 459, iii. 4, 67, 92. 

— letters to Marcus Brutus, 326, 333, 335, 342, 349. 

— letter to Ligarius, 330. 

— zealously patronizes the city of Arpinum, 337. 

— addresses Caesar on the pardon of Marcellus, 340. 

— - thought it true wisdom to yield to the circumstances of 
the times, 344. 

— Marcus Marcellus's letter to him, 348. 

— letter to Ampius, 355. 

-^ not equally solicitous in all his recommendations, 360. 
-— niixes with the chief of the victorious faction, 362. 
»— how far a patriot, 362. n. 
^-^ letter to Ligarius, 364. 

— is said to have made Csesar tremble by his rhetoric, 

365. n. 
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Cicero, letters to Aulus Csecina, 369, 381, 385. 

— letter to Titus Furfaiiiu8> 372.. 

— Csecina's letter to him, 373. 
»— his skill in divination, 387. 

-«* could ikoit support the thoughts of deserting Pompey. 

— advances daily in the friendship of Caesar, 395. 

— letter to Publius Sulpicius, 398. 

— letters to Aulus Torquatus, 403, 411. 
«— letter to Lepta, 433. 

— inscribed his Orator to Brutus, 435. n. 

— letter to Aulus Torquatus* 437. - - 

— is appohited to judge between Nicias and Vidius, 444. 

— Cains Ca&sius's letter to him, 455, > < < • 

— letters to Csesar^ 402, 464. 

— Quintus Cicero's letter to him, 466. ^ 
-r gives Tiro his freedom, ; 467^ 

— letter to Rex, 467. 

VOL. m. 

— laments the death of Tullia, 4, 1 4, 1 8. 

•— his character detracted by his own nephew, 5. n. 

— Seryius Sulpicii^s's leister to Cicero, lamenting the death. 

of Tullia, 6, , 

— thinks Caesar by no means his enemy, 17. 

— letter^s to Lucius Lucceius, 1 8, 23. 

— advantages he derived from the adfice of Lucceius, 18. 

— Lucceiua's letter to Cicero, 21. 

— laments how few friends he has left, and the miseriea 

of life, 23. ! , . ■..■" 

— Vatinius's letter to Cicero, 32. 

— sends fogr dialogues called Academica to Varro, 36. 

— writes a dialogue bctwee^n Atticus, Varro, and himself, 37. 

— letters to Quintus Valerius Orca, 41, 46. . •;. 

— recommend^ the citizens of Volaterrse to Orca's protec- 

tion,.4i,; . ... 

-— Macula offers him the use of his house, 44. 

— letter to Cluvius, 51. . 

— recommends the citizens of Atella to the protection of 

Cluvius, 52. 

— letter. to Marcus Rutilius, 56. 
-^ letter io.Vatinius, 58. .. 

— Curius's letter to Cicero, 63. 

— blamed for not inquiring into the conduct of Dolabella, 

67. n. 

— letter to Auctus, 77. 
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Cicero, favoured the conspirators against Cbubt, 86. n. 

— sends Tiro to Rome to receife his debts, 87. 

— letter to Bithy»icus, 89, 

— no real friendship between him and Antony, 91.ti« 

— approves of Dolabella's consular conduct, OS. 

— praises the conduct of Brutus on the ides of March, 96, 

— letters to Trebonius, 99, i95. 

— Trebonius*8 letter to, 102. 

— character of his son, 102. 

— letters to Matius, 105, 112. 

— friendship for Matius, 106. 

— reviled that man [Csesar] when dead, wliom he was the 

first to flatter when living, 1 11 . n. 

— bis declarations of friendship to Brutus and Cassias, 121 . 

— ktter to Oppius, 124. . 

— motive of his intended voyage into Greece, 134^ n. 

.— Decimus Brutus' letters to, 138, 2i6, 261, 268, 287, 291, 
306, 310, 338. 

— letters to Decimus Brutus, 139, 141, 158, 161, 163, 182, 

276, 281, 286, 339, 3^6, 360, 371. 

— neglects attending the senate when divine honours were- 

to be voted to Caesar, 1 43. n. 

— cannot appear with safety in the senate, 143. 

— the occasion of his 1st and: 2d Philippics, 14^& m > 
•^ declipes speaking when thesenate issurrounded with sol- 
diers, 147. 

-«- reproaches the conspirators for sparing Antony) 148i 
-*— laments that he was not one of the conspirators, 148, 
192, 195. 

— supposed by Antony to have been oneof the conspira* 

tors, 142, 149. 

— favoured the design of Octavius against the life of An-^ 

tony, 151. n. 

— had a design of publishing hia letters, 154. 

— found it necessary to move from Rome, 158. n. 

— > the killing of Caesar the noblest^enterprise rec*orded by 
history, 159. ' 

-*- encQurageii Brutus to act without waiting for the sanc- 
tion of the senate, 161. 

— the occasion of the 3d and 4th Philif^ics, 165, 196. n. 

— Bithynicus's letter to Cicero, 176. 

— his flattery of Plancus in order to gain him over to his 

party, 184, 190. 

— Plancus's letters to Cicero, 187, 221, 233, 253, 265, 270, 

278, 295, 298, 342, 377. 
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Cicero becomes populari 194. 

— a design to destroy him, 202. . 

— Caius Cassius's letters to, 205, 213, 272, 378. 

— Asinius PoHio's letters to, 207, 333, 348. 

— his advice to Plancus, 213. 
-- letter to Lepidus, 217. 

— is always ready to assist Plancus with his advice and in- 

terest, 230. 

— hopes for a favourable turn in the affairs of the state, 

232. 

— recommends Plancus to persevere, 239. 

-^■^ places a statue of Minerva in the temple of Japiter, 

241. n. 
^-^ was the only man who dared to assert his freedom and 

independency in the senate, 24'4. * 

— - his engagements with Octavios, 245. n. 
-^ inveighed against the measures of Antony, 244. 

— Galba's letter to, 249. 

— Octavius refuses to hearken to his advice, 263. 

— his disappointment in Antony not being defeated, 282. 
-«- advises Plancus not to wait for the sanction of the senate^ 

285. 

— Marcus Lepidus's letter to, 292. 

— letters to Furnius, 303, 361. 

*— displeases Octavius by an ambiguous expression, 306. 

— Lentulus's letter to, 313. 

-— will not expose himself to any danger that prudence can 
prevent, 340, 

— Cassius, Quaestor's, letter to, 366. 

i— his eloquence of more avail than all the armies of their 

generals, 367. 
— <- honours paid him by the populace, 367. n. 

— the ruin of the republic would have been prevented by 

following his advice, 372. n. - 

— letter to Ampius, 376. 
— - Plancus^s letter to, 377. 

— artfully ensnared by Octavius, 381. 

«— conjecture how far he assisted Petavius in obtaining the 
consulate, 381. n. 

— was sacrificed to the resentment of Antony, 384, n. 

— his composure at his death, 384. n. 

Cicero, the Younger^ letters to Tiro, iii. 171, 176. 

— account of him, iii. 171. n. 

— lived with Cratippus both as his son and pupil, iii. 17^. 
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Cicer0^ the Younger, his stndies^ iii. 173. 

-— his courage and conduct, iii. 320. 

Cilicia, extent of that province, i. 327. n. 466. 

— military preparations there by Cicero, i. 328. 
•— added to the provinces by P. Servilius, i. 328. n. 

— praetors draw lots for the governn^ent of, i. 363. 

— prevented by Cicero from sending deputies to thank Ap- 

pius, i. 372. 

— severely plundered by Appius, i. 377. n. 
Cilixfl 226. 

Cilo Magius stsbs ^M^LTceWus, and then kills himself, iii. 29. 
Cimher, his treachery to Caesar, ii. 356. n. 
Cineas, ii. 15, 16. n. 
Cipius, saying of, iii. 48. 

Cm'fmzan games consisted of shows of various kinds, ii. 63. n. 
Civil war, victory the supreme evil of, ii. 250. 
Cleopatra, ii. 155. n. 

Clodius procures a law that no person shall harbour Cicero, 
i. 26. n. 

— treachery to Cicero, i. 45. n. 

— « pillages and burns Cicero's houses, i. 162. n. 

— an enemy to the laws and tranquillity of Rome, i. 170. 

— after having driven Cicero from Rome, opposes Pompey 

and Caesar, i. 172. n. 176. n. 
•—his schemes against Cicero, i. 174. n. 
, — law procured by him, i. 174. n. 

— intrudes on the Matrons' mysteries, i. 177. 

— suspected ofcrim, con. with his three sisters, i. 178. n. 

— opposes the recall of Cicero, i. 178. n. 

— impeach^ by Milo, as a disturber of the public peace, 

i. 178. n. 

— killed by Milo, i. 257. n. 

— his funeral pile made of the benches of the senate-house, 

i. 263. n. 
Clodius, Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 170. 
Cliwius, i. 344. 

— the cities of Myleta and Alabanda indebted to him, i. 

344. 
— - has demands on Heraclea, Bargylos, and Caunus, i. 345 

— his dispute with the Caunians, i. 346. n. 

— Cicero's letter to, iii. 5 1 . 
Cocceius, ii. 242. 

Calius, Marcus, letters to Cicero, i. 272, 292, 297, 304, 
311, 314, 353, 388, 437, 442. ii. 30, 43, 61, 65, 112, 
123, 145. 
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Ccelius, Cicero's letters to him, i. 289^ 367, 385, 4>55,^2,. 
467. ii. 20, 57, 127. 

— account of, i. 273. n. 

— wishes Cicero to address some of his works to hini, i. 

299. 

— complains of the ingratitude of Appius, ii. 61. 

-— Caius Domitius becomes his most bitter enemy, ii. 61. 

— Appius endeavours to persuade Servlus to impeach him, 

ii.62. 

— indicted on the Scantinian law, ii. 63, \ 

— lodges an information against Appius, ii. 63. 

— endeavours to persuade Pompey to join Caesar, ii. 123. 

— laments his having joined Caesar, ii. 145. 

— encourages Pompey^s party at Rome, ii. 146. 

— murdered by the soldiers of Caesar's faction, ii. 147. n. 
Cognosco explained, i. 214. n. 

Colophon, a city of Ionia, ii. 380. 

Comitial days, i. 360. n. 

CommagenCy a part of Syria, i. 342. 

Confidence frequently passes ilir skill, i. 212. 

Conscript Fathers, the council of the republic addressed by 

that term, iii. 323. 
Consuls become infamous barterers for province^, L. 174. 

— not under the age of 42, ii. 271. n. 

— might not be sued for until two years after having 

served the office of praetor, iii. 366. n. 
Consulars, whom, ii. 271. n. 
Corcyra, an island in the Ionian sea, now called Corfu, i. 

302. ii. 206. 
Corinth, a city of Peloponnesus, iii. 9. 
Cornelia visits the wife of Cicero, i. 21. 

— her character, i. 819. n. 
Cornelian law, i. 339. ii. 8. n. 
Cornelius, i. 21) 60. 
Comificius, i. 443. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 234. iii. 61, 64, 80, 150, 153, 156, 

160, 166, 179,280, 356. 

— account of him, iii. 61. n. 

— ^ lost his life in defence of his province, iii. 360. n. 

Corporation, or municipal towns, i. 474. n. 

Corycus, in Cilicia, iii. 369. 

Cossinius, Lucius, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, iu 

421. 
Crassipes, i. 194. 

— married toTuUia, i. 104. 
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Crasippes, Cicero's letter to, i. 406. 

Crassus, MarciM Licinius^ Cicero's letter to, i. 128. 

— Cicero's profession of friendship f6r him, i. 128. 

— gives a general treat on 10,000 tables, and three months 

provisions of corn, i. 1 28. n. ' 

— accepts the province of Syria, with a design of making 

war on the Parthians, i. 128. n. ' ■ ' 

— regulated his attachment by his interest, i. 133. n. 

— his son heads a body of knights in support of Cicero, i. 

175. n. 

— cause of variance between him and Cicero, i. 190. 

— sets off* for Syria, i. 103. n. 

— account of him, ii. 319. n. 
Criminals employed on the roads, i. 122. n. 
Cromwell, paragram of his, i. 402. n. 
Cromyacris, in Cyprus, iii. 371. 

Cularo, on the frontiers of the Allobroges, now Grenoble, 

iii. 346. 
Ctt/fo returns to Lepidus, iii. 293. 
Culleolus, Lucius, Cicero's letters to, i. 206, 207. 
CumtB, a city in Campania, i. 274. n. 
CuricBy their votes considered as the voice of the people, i. 

202. n. ' '• ■ •» ■ ' ■; 

Curio, Caius, i. 66. ii. 30. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 217, 231, 236, 242, 245, 252. 

395. ^ . ^ 

— his character, i. 217, 231 . n. 307. n. 

— his debts paid by Caesar, i. 218. n. ' 

— lost his life before the battle ofPharsalia, i. 218. n. 

— his infamous intercourse with Antony, i. 220. n. ' ' 

— gives public games, i. 238. n. 

— theatre, i. 294. 

— gives panthers to Coelius, i. 316, 365. 

— prepares to oppose the demands of Cicero, i. 365, 
-— joins Caesar's party, i. 441. » ' ■ - 

— becomes a convert to Caesar, i. 470. 
Curius/iu 19. ' 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 208. ii. 361. iii. 63, 73, 79. 

— account of him, iii 361. n. » 

Curius, Manius, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 
410. ■•'■ ' ■" '■ '' ■■»* ■ • ' ' '^ 

— Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Auctus, iii. 78. 
Curtius, ii. 134. iii. 46. "5 

Curtius, Publius, ekecuted, by order of Pompey, for trea- 
chery, ii. 454. . • ' ' 
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CktnUe magistrates drawn in a car, ii. 192. n. 

Curvtts, Lucius Genucilius, recommended by Cicero to Ther* 
inus, i. 335.. 

Cuspius, Publius, i. 58. 

Custidius, Lucius, i. 474. 

Cyhira, a city of Lycaonia, ii. 419. 

Ciberita hunt panthers, i. 316. 

Cjiprus had a peculiar claim on the patronage of Cato, i. 
426. n. 

Q/prus, extremely oppressed under the government of Pto- 
lemy, i. 428. n. 

Cyzicum, a town in the island of Propontis, i. 27. 

DaimfUiay Vatinius^s victories in, iii. 72. 

Damasippus, i. 106, 109. 

Death to be wished for, after the loss of liberty in a country^ 

HI, 7. 

-— consolation drawn from the prospect of ruined cities, 

ni. 9. 
«— Addison's reflections amongst the repositories of the dead, 

iii. 10. n. 

— in an honest cause ought never to be shunned, iii. 115. 
Dtcemoiri, account of, iii. 281. 

— appointed to distribute lands to the soldiers, iii. 308. 
Decurio, that office explained, ii. 433. * 

Dcjo/flnw, prince of Gal^tia, i. 388,390, 418, 428. ii. 173. n. 

— his character, i. 329. n. 
--* his great army, i. 352. 

— offers to join Cicero with his forces, i. 416. 
Demetrius, Magus, on being granted the freedom of Rome, 

took the name of Publius Cornelius, ii. 187. 
Demetrius, a celebrated author, iii. 3. 
I)einomh(5 of Sicy on, ii. 227. 
Dialogue writers have the privilege of drawing up dialogues 

which had never taken place, iii. 37 « 
Dictator, a magistrate invested with supreme and absolute 

power, i. 309. n. 
Diodorus, a Greek philosopher, ii. 240. n. 
Diodotus, a Stoic philosopher, ii. 241. n. 
Diogenes, Laertius, preserved the will of Epicurus, i. 286. n. 
Dion Cas^ius, i. 24. n. 36. n. 5^. n. 
Dionysius, i. 84. n. 

— steals books from Cicero's library, ii. 399. 
Divination attended to by the senate, i. 68. 
— - derived from the Etruscans, ii. 386. n. 
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Dolabella exhibits articles of inapeach men t agsCinst Apjpius^ 

i. 437. 
— - his wife obtains a divorce, i. 438. 

— ungrateful to his patron, ii. 5. 

— marries Tullia, ii. 43, 47, 58. 

— joins Csesar, ii. 1 08. 

— letter to Cicero, ii. 1 48. 

— his character, y. 148. n. iii. 67. n. 

— endeavours to persuade Cicero to leave Pompey, ii. 150. 

— his neglect of Tullia, ii^ 165. 

— divorce purposed, ii. 169. 

— reasons for a divorce, ii. 1 69. n. 

— employs his power to seditious purposes, ii. 169* n. 

— attended Csesar in the African war, ii. 247. 

— Cicero's letters to him, ii. 444, 459. iii. 4, 67, 92. 

— doubts whether the marriage with Tullia was dissolved, 

iii. 4, 7. n. 

— disperses the mob that gathered about Csesar's altar, iii. 

93. n. 

— saves the commonwealth as well a^the city, iii. 97. 

— if he should not succeed in Syria, intends to join Antonyj 

iii. 313. 

— obliged to abandon the siege of Antiochia, iii. 316. 

— puts an end to his life by commanding one of his slaves 

to be his execution^, iii. 316. n. 
-— in his march firom Asia laid waste the country, and seiz- 
ed the public money, iii. 321. 

— his fleet destroyed by Lentulus, iii. 322. 

— • the gates of Antiochia shut against him, and his troops 

desert him, iii. 327. 
-^ defeated by Cassius, iii. 364. n. 

— collects his forces at Laodicea, iii. 370. 

— price of wheat in his camp, iii. 370. 

Dondtian improved Augustus's poetical court of judica- 
ture, i. 118. n. 
Domitii, ii. 33. 
Domitius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 217. 

— account of him, ii. 217. n. 

Domitius, Lucius ^nobarbus^ one of Caesar's avowed ene- 
mies, i. 276. n. 

— disappointed in bis election, ii. 65, 

^- seized and strangled by Bellienus, ii. 113. 

— treated by Caesar with generosity, ii. 1 15. n. 
Dyrrachium, a city in Macedonia, now Durazzi^ i. 39. ii. 

148. n. 
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Eggs the first dish at every table, ii. 277. n. 
Egnatiiu, i. 127. 

— recommended by Cicero to Silius, i. 475; 

Egnalius, Lucius, recommended by Cicero to Apuleius, it. 

242. . , 

Egruuius, Titus, recommended by Cicero to Isauricus, ii. 

360. , ' 

J!^(pAan/«9 terrible slaughter af> i* 124. 

— supposed to partake, in some degree, of rations^l faculties, 

i. 124. 

— drawn up in the front of Scipio's army, ii. 251. n. 
jE/tf, a cjty, of Peloponnesus, ii. 426. >. 

Elocution, contrast between that of Rome and Britain, ii. 

269. n. 
Eloquence not venal at Rome, i. 21. n. 

— the power of, ii. 365. n. 
Epuminendas, his glorious death, i. 8 1 . 
Eporedia, a town near Vercella, iii. 310. 
Ephesus, a city in Ionia, i. 303. 
Epicureans, their principles ridiculed, i. 229^ 

Epicurus left his school and gardens to the sect of philoso- 
phers called by his name, i. 286. n. 
-*- their absurd doctrine of ideas, ii. 353. n. 
Epiphanea, a city in Cilicia, i. 418. 
Epirus contiguous to Greece, ii. 415. 
Epistolary correspondence, the proper subjects for, i. 242. 
Equestrian order, coalition q1^^ with the senate, ii. 230. n. 
•^ required an estate equal to about 3000/. ii. 461. n. 
Etesian winds, ii. 54, 60. 
Evander, Caius, i. 228. 

Evocati, troops composed of experienced soldiers, i. 340. 
Euripides' death^ccasioned by excessive joy, ii. 111. 
Euthydemus, i. 344. 
Eutrapelus, ii. 352. 

Fahius, Quintus, i. 270. 
Fabius, Marcus, i. 450, 455. 

— his friendship with Cicero, ii. 16. 

— Cicero's character of, ii. 16. 

— his brother intend s selling an estate at Herculaneum, ii. 1 7 . 
Fadius, Titus, letter of consolation to, on his banishment, i. 

258. / 

— burnt to death by order of Balbus, for refusing to enter 

the lists at the gladiatorial games, iii. 351. 
Falemian wines, iii. 44. 
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Farmers of the public revenues, i. 1 14. n. 

— decree in their favour by Lentuliis, i. 204. n. 
Favonius, i. 318. ii, 32. 

Feasis of the Romans, ii. 277. n. 
' Feridius, Marcus, recommended by Coelius to Cicero, i. 3 1 7. 
Fkiccus, Avianus, and his two sons, recommended by Cicero 

to AUienus, ii. 233. 
Flaccus, Marcus, i. 26. 

Flavins, Caius, recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 167. 
Forum, a place of general resOrt, iii. 24. 
Forum Voconii, a town in Provence, now called Le Luc, iii. 

278. 
FrageUa, Cicero's letter to the magistrates of, i. 476. 
Friendship, private, ought to give way to more extensive 

obligations, i. 169. 
Fufidius recommended by Cicero to Brutus, i. 335. 
Fuffanius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 372. 
Furnzus, i. 392, 454. ii. 32. iii. 361. 

— Cicero's letter to, iii. 303. 

— Cicero encourages him to seek glory in the field rather 

than claim honours at home, iii. 304. 
Fusius, Aulus, recommended by Cicero to Memmius, i. 

244. 
Fusius, Quintus, i. 21. 
Future state, Cicero's thoughts oh, i. 160. 

Gcbinius, Aulus, I..37. n. 174. n. 

— character of, by Cicero, i. 191. n. 

— - first opposed and afterwards defended by Cicero, i. 

191. n. 
Gades, now Cadiz, iii. 334. 
Gallius, Quintus^ Cicero's letters to, ii. 3 1 3, 400. 
Gallus, i. llO.n. 
Fabius, Cicero's letters to, i. 47, 1 05. ii. 306. iii 48^ 

54. 

— conjecture concerning him, ii. 306. n. 

Games, public, are instances of wealth, not of merit, i. 237. 
Gaul, Cisalpine, how divided, i. 274. n. 

— orders and decrees of the senate concerning, i. 359. . 
Gellius, Lucius, acts for the interest of the Kepublic, iii. 

279. 
Gemellus, Memmius, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicios^ 

ii. 417. 
Gladiators, when first introduced at Rome, i. 222. n. 
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Gnatho/x. 190. 

Gorgias, a statue of solid gold erected to his memory, ii. 

354. n. 
Gaoernment does not require an absolutes perseverance in 

one system of measures, i. 195. 

— best security in the affections of tlie people, i. S33. 
Gracchus, Sempronius, i, 10k n. 

Granitis, account of him, ii. 319. n. 

Grecians, carelessness their general characteristic, ii. 77. 

Greek farces, i. 121. n. 

Groves, consecrated, iii. 127. n. 

Hagefaretus recommended by Cicero to^uipicius, ii. 424.' 

Haptmonius recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 420. 

Helico, iii. 39. 

Heraclea, a city in Caria, i. 345. 

Herculaneum, ii. 17. 

Hercules, story of Pleasure and Virtue appearing to him, i. 

79. n. 
Herennius, ii. 182. n. 

Hesiod, his writings recommended by Cicero, ii. 436. 
Hippias, recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 189. 
Hippius, recommended by Cicero to the magistrates of Fr^- 

gellae, i. 476. 
Hirrus, i. 297, 385. ii. 31, 57. 

— supported by Pompey, i. 308. 

— character of, i. ^95. n. 

— affects to act the patriot, i. 314. 
Hirtius, ii. 263. iii. 83. 

— did not go with Caesar into Africa, ii. 249. 

— conducted himself as a consummate general, iii. 335. 
Hispalis, a city of Spain, iii. 352. 

Hispo recommended by Cicero to Silius, i. 408. 
Hissing, displeasure shewn by, ii. 36. n. 
Homer, a passage misapplied by Cicero, i. 214. 
Honour, the next to being applauded by the worthy, is to 

be abused by the worthless, iii. 50. n. 
Hortensius, i. 35. n. 3Q, n. 

— his death and character, ii. 45. n. 

Hospitulity considered as a primary social duty, ii. 113. n. 
Hyperbole, a figure of speech, i. 402. n. 

— a prevailing figure with Cicero, iii. 98. n. 
Hypocrisy, necessity of, for a man to keep well with the 

world, ii. 7. n. 
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ifypoiriles, proper objects of ridicule^ ii. 69. n. 
Hypscms, i. 55. 

Jamhlicus, an Arabian phylarch, i. ^49. 

Iconium, a city qf Cilicia, i. 302. 

Ulyricum, conipfehendeci Austria^ Hungary, Sclaronii^ £os^ 

Ilia, aild Salmatia, iii. 32. n. 
Imperator, during the times of the republic, explained^ i. 1. n. 
Integrity, (5anndt be given up with a good^race, i, 169. n, 
Intetcalation, performed by the pontifical college at their 

discretion, i. 266. n. 
IrU^rcessor, ivitticism of Cicero on, ii. ^07. n. 
Interest of money lowered in Cilicia by Cicero, i. 380. n. . 
Inter-reti that office explained, i.221, n. 
Intimelum^ a maritiine city in Liguria, ii. 113. n. 
Issus, a city on the frontiers of Cilicia and Syria, i. 387. 

— Alexarider, having defeated Darius, consecrated thre« 

altars there, i. 4r9. n. 
Italy, cause of the.'^ar, i. 77. n. 

— government of the corporate towns, i. 121. n. 
Juba, account of^ and his death, ii. 201. n. 
Julia, Ceesar's daughter, her death, i. 147. n. 
Julian ]av\, ii. 38. 

Julius, Lucius, i. 59^ 
Junius, i. 108. 

Laberius, account of', i. 223. n. ' 

Labienus goes over to Pompey's party, ii. 101, 108. 

Litlii, i. 307. 

Ltelius, and Scipio Africanus, their friendship, i. 4. n. 

Lcaiius, Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Silius, i. 385. 

Lamia, i. 370. 

— supported by Cicero in his election for praetor, iii. 140. 
Laodicea, a city of Phrygia, i. 302, 309, 316. 

Lmrissa, two cities of that name m Thesi^aly, ii. 424. 
Laterensis, decreed by the senate a public funeral, and a 

statue to his memory, iii. 334. 
Latian festivals, instituted by Pompey, i. 440. n. 
Latin language to be used by governors of provinces, i. 464. n. 
Latium, a part of Italy, made free of Rome, ii. 318. n. 
Laudatores, witnesses to the character of persons who were 

arraigned, i. 160. n. 
Law profession held in great esteem, i. 137. n. 

▼OL. III. 2 B 



418 INO£X. 

Lam, knowledge of, not to be acq[aired merely by iKMd^, 

ill. 130. ' 7 

Legion, number yarious at different periods, ii. 434. n. 

— how styled, iii. 162. n. 

Lofitdus, Lucius, murdered by order of Ptolemy, ii. 267* n. 
LaUubis, P. i. 37| 45. n. 54. n. 56. n. 1^5. n.^ 

— Cicero's letters to, u 50, 61, 65, 66, 69, 72, 74, 92, 

111,157. 
«— moves for the recall of Cicero, i. 46. n. 50. n. 
— - thought the obligation to his country superior to every 

other, i. 50. n. 
— > proposed, and carried, a law in favour of Pompey,i.56u|b 

— his friends, i. 93. 

— Pompey's advice to him, i. 95.^ 

•— advised by Cicero to make himself master of Alexa(\dn^ 
aiid Egypt, i. 96. 

— Pompey his friend, i. 1 15. 

— r^dsed and animated the republic by his patriotism^ i. 173* 

— recalled Cicero from banishment, i. 183. 

— flattery of Cicero to him, i. 198. 

— gives judgment against the farmers of the revenues^ i^. 

•7— letter to Cicero, iii. 3 13-. 

— takes Dolabella's transports, iii. 314. 

— complains of ill treatment from the Ehodians, iii. 3Ji4. 

— boasts of his services, iii. 318. 

— letter to the consul's, senate, &c. iiL 321* 

— gives an account of Dolabella and his fleet, iii. 32 1« 
Lepidus delivers Apella as a hostage, iii. 279. 

— letter to Cicero,, iii. 292, 

— encamps near Forum Voconii, iii. 292. 

*-^ his professions of loyalty to the senate, iii. 294, 

— a few days after joins Antony, iii. 294. n. 

— PlanCus joins him with his troops, iiL 295. 
•-« his army not to be trusted, iii. 300. 

— does nbt'ptinish a sedition in his army, iii. 3,01. 
— * letter to the senate and. people, iii. 328. 

1— joins Antony, iii. 338, 44$. 

— ^ his sincerity doubted by Plancus, iii. 342. 

-— ^ hisihfamous conduct, iii. 364, 366. . 

— and his adherents declared public enemies by th&.senat«t 

i$i. 373. 
Lepta, i. 446. ii. 79^ 
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Ltpta, Cicero's letters to, ii. 433. iii. 44. 

Letters frequently written by the Romans during tfaeUr 

meals, ii. 351. . 
Leucas, a Grecian island, now St. Maure^ ii. 74. 
Idberiy, a, temple to, erected on the «ra of Cicero's hotise, 

i. 32, -n. 
Idb0, 1, 55. 

Idcinian law, i. 293. . i 

Idciors, a sort of beadles who attended the consuls^ &c. ii. 

, 128. n. 
Idgarius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 330. 
•^ account of him^ ii. 330. n. 

— Cicero's letter to, ii. 364. 

»- Cicero endeavours to obtain his pardon^ ii. 354. 

«— after haying obtained a padon, joins Brutus in his con- 
spiracy against Caesar, ii. 366. n* 

-^ a great favourite of Caesar, his death, iii. 40. 

Lifyhaum, a sea-port in Sicily, ii. 178. 

Idans, fiye hundred killed at Pompey's hontbj matchei^ 
i. 123. n. ^ 

Lollius, i. 358. 

iMcan, his character of Curio, i. 218. a., 

Lucea, a town of Cisalpine Gaul, i. 166. n. 

Idicceius, i. 206. ii. 95. 

— account of him, i. 75. n. 

— wrote the history of the Italic and Marian ciril war^ 

i. 76. 
— - Cicero's letters to him, i. 75. iii. 18, 23. 
"^ his firmness of mind, iii. 19. 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 21. 
Lweria, a city in Italy, ii. 175. 
Lucihus, account of, ii. 319. 
Lucinia, i. 109. 

iMCulbis, li 2, n, 54,73. 

-— infidelity of his wife, i. 282. n. 

Luteal, a range of buildings at Rome, iii. 127. 

hupus^ i.N55, 62. 

liufi^aitiii, i. e. Portugal. 

l^cia, part of Asia Minor, iii. 313. 

J^90, ii. 77, 178. ^ . . . 

-»- recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 416, 423. 

Macrohiui or Laberius, appeared first on the stage at W 
years of age, i. 223. n. 

2«2 
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Macula offers Cicero the use of his house, iii. 44'. 
Matius, i. 118. 
Magalesian games, u 465. 
Manilius, i. 151. 
Manlius, Marcus, i. 267. 

— Titus recommended by Cicero to SuVpiciuai, ii. 420. 
Manners, superintendent of, ii. 322. 

Marcellinus, i. 53, 61. 

MarceUus, Caius, the elder, Cicero's letter to, i. 323. 

— Caius, Cicero's letters to, i. 322, 432. ii. 33. 

— Marcus, Cicero's letters to, i. 320. ii. 98, 314, 343, 348. 

iii. 26. 

— account of, i. 320. n. 

— warmly opposed by Caesar, i. 275. n. 
— r slow and inactive, i. 391. 

— a proof 6f his virtue, ii. 300. 

—-.during his voluntary exile visited by Brutus, ii. 300. n. 

— Cicero endeavours to persuade him to return, ii. 302, 

315,343. 
— of one of the nobest families in Italy, H. 316. 
«— obtains a pardon, iii. 338. 
-^ stabbed by Marius, iii. 29. 

— where buried, iii. 30. 

-r- & monument to. bis memory erected at Athens at the 

public expense, iii. 31. 
Marian civil wars, i. 77. n. 
Mario, ii. 80. 
Marius, Marcus, i. 205. n. ii. 134. n. 

— cause of the civil wars, i. 77. n. 

— Cicerp's letters to, i. 116, 262. ii. 197, 280. 

— characterized, i. 1 16. n. 

— horrid outrages of his party, ii. 285. n. 
Master of the horse at Rome, ii. 174. 
Matius, i. 235, 

— Cicero's letters to, iii. 105. 

— his character, iii. 105. n. 

— gardening and poetry his favourite amusements, iii«^ 

105. n. 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 1 12. 

'— laments the death of Caesar, iii. 1 1 3. 

— reflections cast on him after the death of Csesar, iii. 113. 

— his friendship for Csesar, iii. 115. 
Mato, ii. 17. 

Matrinius, ii. 60. 
Mauritania, in Africa, iii. 348. 
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Maximus, Q. Fabins, his resolution when he lost his son, 

iii. 14. n. ■ 
Medea, the story of that play, i. 139. n. 
Megara, a city near Corintl), iii. 9. 
Memmius, Caius, Cicero's letters to, i. 228, 244, 281. 

— account of the family of, i. 28 1 . n. 

— enters into an infamous association, and turns informer, 

i. 281. n. 

— banished, i. 282. n. 

«- his character, i.' 282. n. 

— formed to make woman false, i. 282. n. 
Menander, Ampius, recommended by Cicero, to Isauricus, 

ii. S34. 
Menocrates, i. 199. 
Mescinius, ii. 78, 86. 

— Cicero's letter to, ii. 228^ 

— - recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 425, 430. 
Meuala, M. Val., tried and acquitted, i. 292. 

— condemned on a second impeachment, i. 304. 
Messienus, PubliuB,recommended by Cicero to Csesius, i.476. 
Metella, ii. 169. n. 

Mftellus, i. 46. n. 50. n. 113. n. 178. n. 

Metellus, Q. Caecil. Nepos, attempts to procure the recall of 

Pompey, i. 5, n. 
— - retires in disgust to Pompey, i. 5. n. 

— censured by the senate, i. 6. n. 

— Cicero's letter to, i. 45. 

— letter to Cicero, i. 89. 

— his character, i. 181. n. 

-*— cause of his exile, i. 181. n. 

— - superior to Cicero in acting consistently, i. 1 %2» n. 

MeUlhis, Qu Celer, letter to Cicero, i. 5. 

— - complains of the persecution of his relation Metellas, 1.5. 

— Cicero's letter to him, i. 7. 

— character of his wife, i. 11. n. 
Metros, i. 417. 

Milo, i. 72, 178. n. 

-^ supported by Cicero in his election to the consulate, 
i. 253. 

— dissipated three considerable estates in shows, i. 253. n. 
— * kills Clodius, i. 257. n. 

*- banished, i. 257. n. 

— his estates sold, i. 298. n. 

— observations on Cicero's defence of him* ii.- 13. n« 

— - suspected of a design against Pompey 's X\ie$ ii 14* n. 
Mmdt indications of a low and little, L 85. n. 
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Mind, crimes, and not the injustice of others^ ought to di^* 

turb its serenity, i. 252. 
JUiinerva, festival observed in a riotous manner, ii. 20. 
Mithridates, a brave but cruel prince, overcome by Pom» 

pey, i. 2. n. 
Mitylene, capital of Lesbos, ii. 204. n. 298. n. 
Molo, L 37. n. 

Moiuy, scarcity of, in Cappadocia, i. SSO. n. 
Mopsu^ta, a city in Cilicia, i. 382. 
Mucia^ married to Pompey, and afterwards divorced, L 12, n. 
Mucius, i. 151. 

MunoHus^ Cicero's letter to, i. 148* 
Mpnda, a city in Granada, ii; 438. 
Murder, a master murdered in his own honsf, the slav^ 

punished with death, iii. 30. n. 
Mushrooms, in great esteem, ii. 323, 445. 
Mutina, a city of Cisalpine Gaul, iii. 163. 
dfyieta, a city iii Asia Minor, i. 344. 



N^vius, i. 8j. 

Aidf^onne in Provence, iii. 334. 

Narona in Liburnia, now called Croatia^ ii. 399. iii. S4. 

Naso, Otacilius* ii."175. 

Nero, i. 394. 

— Cicero's esteem and affection for him, iii.' 393. 
Nicea, city greatly indebted to Titus Pinnius, i. 367. 
Nigidius, Figulus, Cicero's letter to, ii. 291. \, 

— account of him, ii. 291 n 

— Caisar is inclined to call him from exile, iii. 295. 
JVbH/% amongst the Romans, i. 101. n. 
Noniarius, Considius, ii. 106. 

Numa regulates the public registers, i. 82. n. 
Numbers, superstitious notioiK^ respecting, ii. 85. n. 
Nysa, protection for the citizens requested by Nero, i. 394. 



Obligations on asking, i. 253. 

OceUa, his amours, i. 443. 

Octavius takes the name uf Augustus Caesar, iii. 87. q. 

— forms fit-dmgn against the life of Antony, iii. 151. 

— the design favoured by Cicero, iii. 151. n. 

— complains of the ambiguous expressions of Cicero, iif. 

306. 

— joins the triumvirate, iii. 345. n. S84. n. 

— his conduct complained of by Pianci^, iii. 380^ 
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I 

OclaoiuB adrances with several legions, in order to demand 

the consulate, iii. 381. n. 
Oenomaus, story of that tragedy, ii« 257. n. 
Offiiifu, his opinion on wills, i. 261. 
Oniens obyserved by the Romans, i. 136. n. 
Oppius, I 127. ii. 134. 

— Cicero's letter to, iii. 124. 

Oppius, Lucius^ recommended by Cicero to GalHos, iL 31S. 

Optimates, their irresolution, ii. 34* 

Orators of Greece and Rome, studied both action and dic- 
tion, ii. 269. n. , 

Oratory, three dialogues on, sent by Cicero to Lentnlus, i* 
199. 

Oreo, Q.Val., Cicero's letters to, i. 57. iii. 41, 46. 

•'— account of him, iii. 41* n. 

Orfim purposed to be made king of Gaul by Csesar, i. 135. 

Oscian farces, account of, i. 121. n. 

Ostia^ a town on the ipouth of the 'Kber, Ii. 248. 

Owls sent to Athens, a proverbial expression, ii. 236, 413. 

1 

Pacorus, son of Orodes, king of Parthia, encanlps at Tyba, 

i. 349. 
Patus, Lucius Castrinius, j. 296... . 

— recommended by Cicero to Brutus, ii. 342* 

Pcttus, Papirius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 15, 191, 253, 265, 
271, 273^ 276, 280, 3.17, 351. 

— a person of great wit and humour, IL 15. n. 
-r^Jiis noble descent, ii. . 192. 

Pa&stra, or public building for yarious exercises, i. 107. n, 

Pansa, i. 229. 

•^ died of his wounds, iii. 335. 

Panthers, to be procured for Coelius, i. 296, 310, 316, 365, 

463. . ,. 

Paphos, a city of Cyprus, ii. 1 88, 
Paragram, a species of pun, i. 402. n. 
Parion, a city m Hellespontns, i. 3i35. 
Parthia, now a part of P^rsia^.i. 311. n<, 
•— a sop pf Uie king of, married to a sister of the king of 

Armenia, i. 342... . i 

— army of, pasjies the Euphrates, i. 348, 382. 
-*' commits hostditieii, i. 386. 

— progreu of the amiyi, i. 388. 

— mvade Syria, 1. 414. 

•* pifogress of Cicero against th^m, j. 417 », 

— rapulsed by Cassius, and driven ont of Syria, i. 452. 
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Partyt strongett always the best, ii. 67. 

PiUiscus, i. 316, 4ft)3. ^ 

Pair a, a city of Peloponnesui, ii. 74. n. 

Patricians, higher and lower order, ii. 192* n. 

Patriot, Cicero undeserving of that character, i. 197. n. it. 

362. n. 
Patriots, their duty to retire when they can no longer serre 

th^ state, iii. 113. n. 
Patro, Cicero's acquaintance with, i. 284. 

— wishes to be reconciled to Memmias, i. 285. 
Paulus, i. 392. ii. 30. n. 

^— Cicero's letters to, i. 324, 434. 

PauianiaSf i. 12^3. n. 

Peacocks, gr^at value of at Rome, ii. 269. 

Pearl, of the value of 8009/. dissolved and drank by the 

son of ^sopiis the actor, i. 1 19. n. 
Peducaus acquitted, ii. 6Q. 
Peduceanus, Curtius, Cicero's letter to, i. 456. 
Pelops, story of the sons of, ii. 362. n. 
Pessiniur, a city in Phrygia, ii. 21. 
Petreius, ii. 108. 

Petrinum, a town in Campania, iii. 44. 
Phadrus, i. 285. 

Phalaris, a sea- port in .Greece, iii. S. n« 
Phania, i. 4(i7. 
Phavias, i. 227, 301, 336. 

— a person of consummate politics, but of infinite curi- 

osity, i. 225. 
Phamaces makes an excursion into Cappadocia, and the 

Lesser Armenia, ii. 173. n. 
Philewon, Metrillius, i. 240. 
Phileterus, i. 30. 
Philippus, i. 61. n. 

— Quiiitus Cicero's letters to, i. 127, 210, 

— conjecture concerning him, i. 127. n« 
Philo, i. 2a5. ii. 21. 

-r- recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 170, 
Philoctetes, story of, ii. 263. n. 
Philomelium, a city of Phrygia Major, i. 376. ii. 3 IS. 
Philosophy, one of the noblest blessings of God, i. 429. 
Philotes, of Alabanda, assigned his effects to Cluvius, i. 345. 
Phihtittius buys Milo's estate at an under value, i. ^98. 
Philoxenus, Caius Avianus, recommeinded by Cicero to Aci* 

lius, ii. 180. 
Pilius, i. 356, 385. 
Pindenasum, a city of Cilicia, i. S87. 
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Pindinessum surrenders to Cicero, i. 42 1 . 

Pinnius, Titus, his son has a considerable demand on the 

city of Nicaea, i. 366. 
Piraeus, a sea-port near Athens, now Pigrida, iii. 9. 
Piso, Caius Frugi, married Tullia, daughter of Cicero, i. 

28. n. 
Piso, Lucius Calphurnius, his character, i., 42. n. ii. lOli. 
Plancius, i. 37. 

— his generous offices to Cicero, j. 38. n. 

Plancius. Cneius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 206, 220. iii. 134, 

147, 284, 311, 331, 342, 37?. 
^ jaccount of him, ii. 206. n. iii. 134. n. 

— declared himself on the side of the senate, but soon went 

over to Antony* iii. 134., n. 

— advised b}' Cicero to act without waiting for the sanction 

of the senate, iii. 285. 

— purposes to join Lcpidus, iii. 296. 

— his contempt of the army of Antony and Ventidius, iii. 

297. 

— deceived in Lepidus, iii. 300. 

— his proceedings against Antony, iii. 343. 

-— ■ wishes Caesar to join him with hi^ army, iii. 345. 

— state of his forces, iii. 578. 

Plancus, Lucius, Cicero's letter to^ ii. 221. 

— account of him, ii. 221. n. 

Planius, Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Dolabella, ii. 

459. 
Pliny requested Tacitus to writ* his life, i. 88. n. 
Plotian law, i. 354. n. 
Pola, ii. 63. 

Pollmtia, a city in Piedmont^ now called Polenzo, iii. 289. 
Pollex, ii. 153. 
Pollio, ii. 17. 

— Asinius, letters to Cicero,' iii. 33 3> 348. 
— - laments the action near Mutina, iij. 333. 

— his friendship for Antony, iii. 334. 

i— wishes to h&^e joined Lepidui^ iii. 334. 

— says he will neither desert nor survive th« republic, iii. 

337. 

— after this declaration, he, within a few months, joined 

Antony, and survived the republic many years^ iii, 
337. n. 

— his care of his troops, iii. 353, 
Polypus ^sh, ii. 259, 261. 
Pompci<^, i. 178. n. 
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Pompeius, Cneius, killed by Cssar's soldiers, iii. 83. Hi; 
Pompeius, Quintus, recommended by Cicero to Curios, i» 
208. 

— a principal atithor of the disturbances on the^ death of' 

Clodius, i. 276. n. 
Pompeius, Sex t us, iii. 85. 
Pompey the Great, " Cicero's letter to, i. 1. 

— his success against Mithridates, i. 2. n. 

— supposed cause of his coplness to Cicera, i. 5. n« 
'— f his recall attempted by Metellus Nepos, i. 5. n. 

— good offices by Cicero to him, 1. 12. 

— insists that Antonius should be recalled from his gorern* 

meiit, i. 19. n. 
« — laws in his favour, i. 56. n. 
^- insulted when he spoke in favour of Milo, i. 72. 

— artifice of, i. 95. n. 

— theatre, i. 1 16. n. 

-^ killed 500 lions at his hunting matches,' i. 123. n. 

— invested with the government of Spain for five'y^ars, 

but chose to continue in Italy, i. 135. 

— set forward on his expedition into Sardinia and Africa, 

i. 166. 
-i— his conversation with the brother of Cicero, i.' 167. 
•— refuses to protect Cicero against Clodius, i. 175. d. . 

— foments confusion at Rome, i. 243. n. 

— made alterations in the method of choosing judges, i. 

265. n. 292. n. 
— • seldom spoke his real sentiments, yet had not artifice 
enough to conceal them, i. 275. 

— secretly fomented the tumults, i. 282. n. 

— animated with the nfost patriotic sentiments, i. 290. 
-— debate on the payment of his forces, i. 309. 

— married Cornelia, daughter of Scipio, i. 310. ^n. 

— questioned respecting Caesar, i. 364. 

— looked on by Cicero asth^ greatfeSt toflW inftbe w<)rM," 

i. 448. 

— Cicero's pretended obligations to liioiv ii* l^* 

— feis treachery to Cicero, ii. 12. n. 

— his party attempts to divest Caesar of his governnicnt in 

Gaul, ii. 20. n. 

— his cbarracter by Cicero at different' j[)eriod*, ii.' 27, n. 

— opposes Caesar s being elected consul before he glVes 

up the command of the army, ii. 35'. 
<— senate and judges declare in his favoihf, ii. '68.' 

— apprehensive of the power of Caesar, ii. 96i 
-» receives money for the public' use, ii. 96. 
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p0mpey, monkey seized for his use, ii. 99. 

— treated Caesar's design of invading Italy with conlempt, 

ii. 106. n. 

— the policy of his leaving Rome, and removing the war 

out of Italy, ii. 1 30. n. 
— • ill-advised declaration when he left Itome> ii« 146. n. 
"^ after his defeat at Pharsalia, is deserted by Cicero, ii. 

154. n. 
— - defects in his army, ii. 198. 

— wogld. haveovercoine Caesar, had his army beej^ com- 

manded by a genersll who knew how tQ cpiiquer, ii. 
199. n. 

— runs away after the battle of Pharsalia with a single a(* 

tendant, ii. 200. n. 

— would not follow the advice of Cicero, ii. 199. 

— resolves to take shelter in Egypt, < but is stabbed by 

order of Ptolemy, ii. 201, n. 

— his body burned with the planks of a fishing-boat, a^id 

his ashes brought to Rome, ii. 201 . n. 
Pompey, the younger, draws together a very considerable 
arrpy. in Spain, ii. 4^4. 

— weakness of his intellects, ii. 458. 
P0mptifiM8, the villa of Metrillius Philemon, i. 240. 
Pontiffs, their function, iii. 328. n* 

Pontiniua distinguished himself in the affair of Catiline, ii. 

3. n. 
Pnzcili%is,\\\^ son, recommended by Cicero to Caesar, ii. 462. 
Prcngo, similar to the cryer in a cpurt of justice, ii. 433. n. 
Pr^BtoT, not chosen until two years after having served the 

office of edile, iii. 304. n. 
—■office, i. 45^. n. 

— could not absent themselves for more than ten days> iij», 

131. n. 

— exhit^ifi^d games in honpur of AppHq, iij. 14^« n. 
Pratorian cohort, i. 418. n. 

— provinces, why so chilled, i. 363. n, 
Praums, in great repute* ii. 445. 
Predus leaves a legacy tp Cicero, \i, 7 K 
Prescermius, i. SO. 

ProtogeneSj i. 121. 
Ptoiemy, i. 54^ 31 K n. 

— father of Cleopatra, i. 5K nT 

— money paid to settle him ojo^ his tt^roaf* i. 5i. n... 
~ driv^ft put of Egjfpt, i. 5 J. n. ^ 
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Piolemy, prophecy found in the. Sibylline books^ against bif 
being assisted by the Romans, i. 52. n. 

— the part taken by Cicero to replace him in his king- 

dom, i. 53. 

— debates on restoring, i. 61. 

— Cibero advises Lentulus to place Ptolemy on his throne^ 

i. 97. 

— his death, i. 311. 

— ' orders Pompey to be stabbed, ii. 201. ou 

Publia married to Cicero, and soon after parted, ii. 208. n. 

Publius, his death, i. 132.'n. 

Punning, remarks on, i. 403. n. 

Pupius, i. 407. 

Putcol(B, a maritime city in Campania, now Pozzuoli, ii. 

10. n. 
Putcolanus, Cluvius, i. 344. 
Pyramus, a river in Cilicia, ii. 23. 
I)frrhus, king of Epirus, a great soldier, ii. 15. n. 

£{u^5^or, was receiver- general of the proyincial taxes, i. 20. 

ill. 348. 
Quindeciifwirs, presiding magistrates at the games, anii 

keepers of the Sibylline oracles, i. 305. n. 

Racilius, Lucius, i. 94. 

Ragazonius, i. 89. n. 

Raphael, his paintings in the little Farnese retouched by 

Maratti, i. 180. n. 
Registers, public, regulated by Numa, i. 82. n. 
Regium, a maritime city in Cialabria, iii. 53. 
^Rex, Cicero's letter to, ii. 467. 
Rhodes, an island in the Mediterranean, ii. 37. n. 204, n. 

— ill behaviour of the Rhodians to Lentulus, ii. 314, 322. 
Rhodo, i. 471. 

Romans, their manner of settling affairs of state, i. 68« n, 

— public entertainments, i. 116. 

— magnificence of their roads, i. 122. n. 

— progress to ruin, i. 141. n. 

— civil war not occasioned by the enmity of Caesar and , 

Pompey, but by their former friendship, i. 1 86. n. 

— divided into Curiae, whose votes were considered as tht 

voice of the people, i. 202. n. 

— military functions conferred by the people, i. 20S. n. 
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Romans, affairs in confusion, occasioned by Pompey and 
Caesar, i. 243. n. 245. 

— elections carried by bribery and mobs, i, 256. n. 

— law to prevent commotions at elections, i. 2d8. n« 
— i« increase of bribery, i. 28 1 . n, 292. 

— severe laws against false accusers, i. 353. n. 

— - soldiers could not be compelled to serve more than ten 
years, i. 362. 

— how divided by Romulus, i. 474. n. 

— united under Pompey,*ii. 28. 

— when first supplied with water, ii. 30. n. 

— tendency to a civil war, ii. 71. 

— immense wealth acquired by the governors of the pro- 

vinces, ii. 99. n. 

— convention of senators, ii. 121. 

— reclined on couches at their meals, li. 351. n. 
— - state of patriotism, ii. 404. 

— • divided into thirty-five tribes, ii. 421. d. 

— critical state of the republic, ii. 447. 

— governors obliged to visit the principal cities in their 

provinces, iii. 28. n. 

— citizens cast into three general divisions, iii. 75. n. 

— centuries explained, iii. 75. n. 

*-^ senators could not be long absent without leave, iii. 84. n. 

— capitation tax, iii. 35d. 

Ross, Mr., his sentiments of Pom pey, i. 95. n. 

R^fus, Lucius Mescinius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 91, 138. 

— his character, ii. 9 1 . n. 

• — on the expenses of Cicero's government in Cilicia, ii. 

91,, 92. n. 
Rufus, Sempronius, convicted of false accusations, i. 353. 
Rufus, Servius Sulpicius, i. 320. n. 
Rufus, Sextilius, Xlicero's letter to, ii. 188. 
Rufiis, C. Titius, Cicero's letter to, i. 474, 
Rullust i. 441. n. 
jRt^a, i. £36. 
Rupilius, Publius, i. 407. 

Sabata fens, account of, iii. 289. 
Sahinia, a city in Italy, iii. 99. n. 
Sdbvms, ii. 467. 
^ Salaniis, a city in Cyprus, i. 346. n. 
Salhtstiusr Caninius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 57. 
Samarobriva, a city in Belgic Gaul, i. 223, 229. 
Samos, an island on the coast of Ionia, i. 375. 
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Sardinia, island, ii. 246. n. iii. 49. n. 
Sardinian laugh, iii. 55. n. 
Sardis, a city in Lydia, i. 400. 

Satuminm, his law that the senate should ratify Whatever 
the people ordained, i. 1 8 1 . A. 

— prosecution against, ii. 66. 
Seavola, Quintus, ii. 205, 267. 

— compiled a body of laws in 18 Yolumet, i* 267. h. 
Scaniinian law explained, ii. 63. n. 

Scaptius besieges the senate hoiise in Cyprus, i. ^^9. n. 
Scaurus, M. .^l&ilins accused of si tr^toroiUi correspondence 
with Mithridates, i. 182. if. 

— his speech before the assembly, i. Id2. n, 
Scipio Africanus and Laeliiis, their friistidshipy !• 4* vL 

— his death, ii. 267. n. 
Scipio Meteiim, i. 318. il. 
Segulins execrated by Cicero, iii. 339. 
Sejanum, the true reading of, i. 117. li. 
Seius, 1. 229. . 

Selicius, i. 70. ii. 262. 

Selius, i. 404. 

Senate, forms of proceedings, i. 62,' 64. 

— power of nomination of cailididatels tti thiei magistracies^ 

i. 186. n. 
«- singular custom of lengthening debates, ii« 31. o. 
Seneca, eulogy on Cato, ii. 268. n. 
Serraiiu9, i. 178. rt. 

Servilius the father, account of, ii. 290. n. 
Servilius Isauricus, i. 47. n. 55, 328. n. 356., 

— Cicero's letters to, ii. 289, 309, 366, 36T, S79, 384, 

396. 

— why called Isauricus, ii. 290. 

-— his death in extremis old age, iii. 91. n. 

Servilius, Marcus, Convicted of extortion, 'i. 355. 

Servilius, Strabo, i. 394. 

Servius, his opinion on wills, i. 261. 

— < tried and convicted, i. 306. 

Sestius, ii. 96. 

— Publius, Cicero's letter to, i. 20. 
Sextius, P., i. 35. n. 

— account of, i. 163. 

— Cicero's letter to, i. 248^ 

— professed friendship of Cicero fbr, i. Hi. 
Shakespeare, quoted, i. 152. li. 282. n. 

Sibiflline oracles; regatdkt by the^ fktiz% i. ii, 6^, Iril 
97, 98. 
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Sibyls, i. 53. B. 

Sicca, i. 30. 

Sicinius, i. 231. n. 

Sicy&n, a city of Peloponnesus, ii. 419. 

Sida, a sea-port of Pamphylia, i. 336. 

Silanui returns to Lepidus, iii. 2Q3. 

Silius, Publius, i.'261. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. S66, 570, 385, 393, 408, 475. 
— - governor of Bithynia and Pontus in Asia, i. 366. n. 
SiUius, I 296, 310. ii. 36. 

Sophists, besides the arts and sciences, pretended to a knowi '^ 

ledge of the meanest crafis, ii. 253. n. 
Sosis, Lucius Manlius, recommended by Cicero to Acilitis, 

ii. 164. 
Soul, Cicero's opinion inquired into, ii. 232. n. 
Spain, governmeat of, renewed to Pompey for five yean, i. 

383. Q. 

— how divided by tbe Romans, ii. 149. 
Spectres, or images, ii. 453, 455. 

Stabia, a maritime town in Campania, i. 1 17. n. 
Stage entertainments at Rome, i. 120. 

— theOscian and Greek faix«8, i. 121. n. 

Statues purchaae4 for Cicero, not approved! of by biro, L 

106. 
Strabo, Lucius Titius, ii, 349. 
Suberinus, Caius, recommended by Cicero to Dolabella,. 

ii. 459. V 

Suicide, Cicero's motives against, ii. 218. 
SuUa, his death, ii. 446, 450. 
Sulpicius, Publius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 398. 
— • had a thanksgiving for his successes in Illyricum, ii 

398. n. 
Sulpiciui, Servius, Cicero's^ letters to, ii. 119, 136, 28^, 

336i 410, 414, 416, 418, 419, 420i 421, 422, 424, 

425, 427, 429. iii. 6, 13, 28- 
'— . aocount of him, ii. 119. n. 
#— aware that the recall of Caesar would draw on a civil mtr, 

ii. 120. Q. 
*- his skill in the laws, ii. 287. 

— accepted of the government of Achaia, ii. 337. 

— consolation to. Cicero on the death of TuUia, iii. 6. 
Superstitious ceremonies, credulity in, at Rome, i. 128. n; 
Swimmingp a polite, exercise- at Home, i. 1 5 1 . n. 

Sylla, i. 2. n. 109. n. 134. n. 
'^ law mads. by. hiiD>.i. 203v 
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Sylla, horrid outrages of his party, ii. 285, Jflf. t 

— Cicero intends to purchase his house, ii. 3M. 
Syndics, a kind of solicitors of the treasury, i. 34f^, 
Synnada, a c4ty of Phrygia, i. 373. 

^ria, a great commotion there, i. 349. 

— cannot be entered without traversing mount Amaniis, h 

41.5. 

— report of'a war in, i. ^Q5. 
Syrus Publius, account of, iii. 66. n. 

Tarcondimotus, a prince of CHicia, i. 349. 

Tarentum, softness and luxury of the inhabitanUr, i. 229. n. 

Tarquin, games instituted by him, i. 354. n. 

— instituted the Latian festivals, i. 440. n. » 
Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia, i. 339. n. 

Termtia, Cicen/s letters to, i. 25, 30. ii. 141, 151 , 152, 154, 
136, 157, 162, 165, 168, 169, 176, 177, 179. 

— and TuUia, Cicero^s letters to, ii. 70, 100, 102. 

— dragged from the temple of Vesta, to the office of Va-' 

lerius, i. 32. 

— divorced from Cficero, i, 32. 

Tertulla, wife to Crassus, i. 130. n. " 

, Thanksgivings, public, on what accounts yoted, i. 422. 
Themistocles, account of, i. 81. n. 
Thermus, Cicero^s letters to, i. 335, 344, 399, 464, 465, 

471. . 

TTifissalonica, a city in Macedonia, i. 34. 
Thraso, i. 397. 

7%yrr«7/8, a city of Peloponnesus, ii. 79. / 

Tigellius, account of him, iii. 48, 49, 54. 
T^maus, his character as an historian, i. 77. 
Timoleon, account of, i. 84. n. 
Tiro, Cicero's letters to, ii. 72, 75, 76, 77, 79, 8T, 8S, 87, 

105, 115, 116, 117. iii. 1,27, 31, 34, 38, 86, 90, 

154. 

— a favourite slave of Cicero's, account of him, ii. 72. n. 

74. n. 

— Quintus Cicero's letters to, ii. 110, 118. iii. 169> 171, 

176. 

— Cicero gives him his freedom, ii. 466. 
Titius, Titus, Cicero's letters to, i. 290. ii. 158. 
Toranius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 210, 215. 

Torquatus, Aulus, Cicero's letters to, ii. 403, 411, 437,447. 

— account of him, ii. 403. n. 

— Cicero consoles him on his absenoe from Rome, ii. 404. 
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IbrquatuSf Aulas, allowed to return through the intercession 

of Dolabella, ii. 448, n. 
Trabea, the poet, ii. 191. 
Trulles, a city in Asia Minor, i. 300. , 
Trchanius, Cicero*s letter to, ii. 304. 
TVebatis, i. 213, n. 
Trebatius, i. 134, 135, 136. ii. 119. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 138, 140, 142, 144, 147, 149, 154. 

221, 229, 232, 235, 239, 247, 261, 266. ii. 310. iii. 

126, 129. 
•-* Horace addressed one of his satires to him, i. 138, n. 
-—advised the Roman satirist to swim across the Tiber, i. 

1^2,^ n. 

— looked on by Csesar as a wonderful lawyer, i. 149. 

— turns Epicurean, i. 229. 
--!- his arrogance, i. 232« 
Trdfomus, Aulus, i« 65* 

— Cicero's letters to, ii. 181, 324. iii. 99, 195. 
— - account of him, ii. 181, n. 182, n. iii, 99, n. 
— • letter to Cicero, iii. 102. 

— invites Cicero's son to Asia, iii. 103. 

Treviri, a warlike pec^le bordering on Germany, i. 233, i\. 
l^eviri monUeiks, inspectors of the public coin, i. 233, n, 
Trihimcs, their rank> i. 137, n. 
IHumph could not be claimed without having destroyed 

5000 of the enemy, i. 312, n. ii. 32. 
«-*« persons demanding, remained without the city until it 

was either granted or rejected, i. 371, n. 
JViumviraie, Octavius treats with Lepidus and Antony, an4 

soon after joins them, iii. 345, n. 

— formed, iii. 3 84, n. 

Tn^an horse, a tragedy, i. 154, n. 

Trypho recommended by Cicero to Munatius, i. 148. 

Tuccius, Marcus, i. 354. 

TuUia married to Caius Piso Frugi, i. 28, n. 

«— narries Crassipes, i, 104, n. 

— marries Dolabella, ii. 43, 47, 58. 
— > arrives at Brundisium, ii. 165. 

— neglected by Dolabella, ii. 165, n. 

— divorce purposed, ii. 169. 
-— her death, iii. 4, n. 

•— conjecture whether she had been divorced from Do- 
Isdbella, iii. 4, n. 7, n. 

— Sulpicias*s consolation to Cicero on her death, iii. 6. 
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Vacerra, his d<eath» i. HS. 

Valeria, Paula, divorced, and a treaty of murriagetdth De- 

cimus Brutus, i. 44'3. 
Valerius, Lucius, Cicero's letter to> i. 21 d. 
Valerius, the lawyer, i. 227. 
Vardai, a people contiguous to Dalmatia> !»• 53. n. 
Varrius accuses Scaurus of "bribery, i. 183, n. 
Vuiro, M. Terebtius, Cicero's letters to^ iL 213, 234> 236, 

240, 24^3, 24-4, 248. iii. S5. 

— his character, ii. 21 3, n. 329. 

— retires with his fleet' into harbour, ii. 252* 

— recomtnended by Cicero to Bmttts, ii^ 326, 327, n. 326. 
Vatinius, i. 91,n. 

• — why Cicero became his Mlrocate, i. 10(X 

— character of, i. 160, n. iii. 32, n. 59, lu 

— - by the artful examination of him by CicerD, he exposed 
the iniquity of his tribunate, i. 164*. 

— bribed^ i. ] 64, n. 

— defended by Cicero, i. 190. 
Vatinius, letters to Cicero, iii. 32, 69« 

— wishes to hare a public thanksgif ing, iii. 32; 
Vegetables, luxurious method of dressing, i. 49. 
Veii, a city in Italy, ii. 274. 

Velia, a sea-port of Lucania. iii. 126, n. 

Ventidius']Q>ms Antony, iii. 289, 292. 

Venusia, a town in Naples, it. 180. 

Vercella, in the duchy of Milan, iii. 292. 

Vestorius, i. 3^5. 

Viarian law threatened by Curio, i. 441. 

Vibullzus,ll68. 

Vicentia, a maritime city of the VenetiaiM, iii. 291. 

Vinicianus, i. 307. 

Virgil, supposed to allude to Curio in vendidit hie auro pa^ 
triam, i. 218, n. 

Vlubrcan, frogs, i. 241. 

Ulysses, story of, referred to, i. 214. 

Vocontii, a people of Narbonensian Gaul, iii. 343. 

Volaterrce, a city in Tuscady, recommended to the protec- 
tion of Orca, iii. 41. 

Volcatius, i. 55, «1, 66. ii. 349. 

— his noble spirit, ii. 339. 
Volumnia, ii. 103. 

Volumnius, Cicero's letters to, i. 401* ii. 263. 

— account of him/ i. 401, n. 
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Volusius, ii. Ol. 

Voluptuaries, warm advocateft for moral beauty > ii. 457. 

Wit, the loss of the true old Roman lamented, ii. 319> n, . 

Xenamenes, ii. 79. 

Zoilus, Lucius^ recommended by Cicero to Apuleius, ii. 247. 



THE END. 
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